
PRIME MINISTER the 
Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness has indicated 

that there could be a further 
tightening of the CoViD-19 
containment measures, as the  
island sees an uptick in cases 
of the virus.  
      He said that the nation will 
be notified via press confer-
ence, “possibly tuesday, if we 
do intend to make any new 
changes to the orders”.        

speaking in the House of 
representatives on July 21, 
Mr. Holness said the parishes 
of Hanover and Westmore-
land are experiencing a 
greater level of spread on a 

per capita basis, which is two 
to three times that of Kingston 
and st. Andrew. 
      He urged Jamaicans to 
observe the protocols that 
have been established to 
keep them safe.  
      “this is not the time to 
become complacent. We are 
starting to see an uptick in our 
numbers and may be in the 

early stages of our third wave. 
the only way for us to prevent 
this is for Jamaicans to take 
personal responsibility, to 
exercise extreme caution and 
diligence in observing the pro-
tocols, wearing masks proper-
ly… covering nose and 
mouth, maintaining proper 
hand hygiene and maintain 
physical distance,” he said. 

      Mr. Holness also urged 
eligible persons to take the 
vaccines, which he noted, 
have proven to be highly 
effective in preventing hospi-
talisations and death. 
      “i want to urge everyone 
who has already received one 
dose to take the second dose 
of the vaccine,” he said. 
 

Government Reviewing 
COVID-19 Measures
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Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness addresses the House of Representatives 
on July 21. 

PM Condemns All Forms of 
Violence Against Children

PriMe Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness is 
condemning all forms of 
violence against the nation’s 
children. 
      the Prime Minister was 
speaking in the House of 
representatives on July 20, 
where he addressed the 
case of nashawn Brown, a 
four-year-old who was 
severely beaten by his step-
father. He subsequently died. 
      Mr. Holness said the 
incident has again brought 
to the fore the plight of the 
nation’s children, who con-
tinue to face physical, sexu-
al and emotional abuse 
from adults in their lives 
who should protect them. 
      “We continue to be hor-
rified by reports of violent 
and cruel acts being meted 
out to children. this should 
not be tolerated. in the 
same way we have 
addressed and condemned 
other forms of violence, we 
must unequivocally, loudly, 
and resolutely condemn 
violence against our children,” 
he emphasised. 
      the Prime Minister said 
it is important for Jamaicans 
to have a conversation 

about the effects of corporal 
punishment. 
      “When we hug, love 
and reason with our chil-
dren, we teach them how to 
love and care for others. 
their brains form the con-
nections for love and care; it 
is called brain wiring,’’ he 
said.  
      “When we hurt our chil-
dren, their brains form the 
connections for aggression 
and violence. i have been 
saying this for more than a 
decade. We, as a society, 
must ban corporal punish-
ment,” he stated. 

Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness 

tourisM Minister, Hon. 
edmund Bartlett, says 
Jamaica is poised to generate 
approximately us$1.5 billion 
in earnings from some one 
million visitor arrivals by the 
end of August as the sector 
rebounds from the ravages of 
the coronavirus (CoViD-19) 
pandemic. 
      He said the projections 
are based on out-turns over 
the last seven months during 
which nearly 700,000 tourists 
visited the island’s shores. 
      Mr. Bartlett pointed out 
that the overall figure for the 
period exceeds 800,000 when 
coupled with general passen-
ger arrivals and is set to reach 
the one million mark over the 
next several weeks. 
      the Minister maintained 
that the current and projected 
out-turns are testament to the 
sector’s resilience to the 
CoViD-19 pandemic, adding 

that “no other industry could 
do that in seven months… 
[but] the tourism industry 
has”. 
      He was speaking during 
the digital opening ceremony 
for the seventh staging of the 

‘Christmas in July’ tradeshow 
at the Jamaica Pegasus hotel 
in new Kingston, on July 22.  
      Mr. Bartlett further high-
lighted that more than 50,000 
tourism industry workers have 
been reinstated in jobs over 

the last six months, noting 
that the sector has, in many 
ways, bounced back and 
grown faster than several other 
areas of Jamaica’s economy. 

Earnings to Reach US$1.5 Billion from One Million Visitors by August 31

House Approves Report of Joint Select 
Committee on NIDS
tHe House of represent-
atives, on July 20, approved 
the report of the Joint 
select Committee on the 
national identification and 
registration Act, 2020. 
      this legislation makes 
provision for a voluntary and 
secure national identification 
system (niDs) for Jamaica. 
      the initially proposed Bill 
was withdrawn and the 
national identification and 
registration Act, 2021, 
which incorporates the rec-
ommendations proposed by 
the Joint select Committee, 
was tabled. 
      in his remarks, Prime 
Minister the Most Hon. 
Andrew Holness said, in 
April 2019, the Constitutional 
Court highlighted deficien-
cies in the previous 2017 
Act, adding that these have 
been fully addressed in the 
new legislation. 

      Mr. Holness informed 
that all Jamaican citizens or 
persons ordinarily resident 
in Jamaica will have the 
opportunity to voluntarily 
enrol for a national identifi-
cation card protected by 
several safeguards. 
      He pointed out that the 
new Bill has at its core, the 

recognition of an individual’s 
right to privacy and the pro-
tection of that right related 
to that individual’s data 
identity information. 
      “We are aware of the 
concerns of the right to pri-
vacy and the security of 
identity information, and as 
such, the Bill reflects a 
strong core of security 
measures and requirements, 
so that identity information 
will be respected and pro-
tected,” he said. 
      He noted that the 
Government is also aware of 
the need to continue to 
educate Jamaicans about 
the proposed legislation. 
      “over the next couple of 
months, the niDs project 
executing unit will be embark-
ing on a series of sessions to 
explain the legislation and 
educate Jamaicans about 
the niDs and its benefit,” the 
Prime Minister said. 

Minister of Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Fayval Williams (centre); 
Jamaica’s Consul General to New York, Alsion Roach Wilson (left); and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Senator the Hon. Kamina Johnson Smith (right), 
display tablets during a handover ceremony at the Education Ministry's National 
Heroes Circle location in Kingston on July 21. Over 1,400 tablets and laptops were 
donated by the Consul General, for distribution to needy students across  
the island. 

Minister of Agriculture and 
fisheries, Hon. floyd Green, 
has welcomed the insurance 
product, GraceKennedy (GK) 
Weather Protect, which will 
provide coverage for farmers 
and fisherfolk impacted by 
adverse weather events. 
      the policy is being provid-
ed through GK insurance and 
will protect the businesses of 
farmers and fishers against 
heavy rain, wind and drought. 
Mr. Green, who was speaking 
at the virtual launch of the 
insurance scheme on July 20, 
said this new product “could 
not have come at a better 
time”, given the fact that the 
hurricane season has begun. 
      He pointed out that the 
impact of severe weather con-
ditions has been a major chal-
lenge for the agricultural sec-
tor, noting that between 2004 
and 2017, the sector suffered 
$196 billion in losses from 
weather-related events. 
      Mr. Green further noted 
that in october last year, there 
was a significant period of 
sustained rains that caused 
more than $2.5 billion in dam-
age to crops across Jamaica 

and affected 14,000 farmers. 
      He pointed out that this is 
where the GK Weather Protect 
product could better serve 
farmers and fishers by provid-
ing an accessible, affordable 
and flexible insurance product 
that offers a quick payout. 
      “this is a big step in the 
right direction. i want to thank 

the team from GK insurance. 
the coverage that they have 
put together can be done for a 
season, for multiple seasons, 
so you can decide, especially 
based on your on-the-ground 
knowledge, where you face 
the greatest risk, and insure to 
suit that profile,” the Minister 
said. 

Consul General in New York Hands Over 
Computers
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“He urged 
Jamaicans to 
observe the  

protocols that 
have been 

established to 
keep them 

safe.”

Tourism Minister, Hon. Edmund Bartlett (right), and 
Jamaica Business Development Corporation (JBDC) 
Chief  Executive Officer, Valerie Veira, view garments on 
display during the seventh ‘Christmas in July’ tradeshow 
at the Jamaica Pegasus hotel in New Kingston, on July 22. 

Agriculture and Fisheries Minister Welcomes 
Insurance for Farmers

Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. Floyd Green, 
speaks at the virtual launch of the GraceKennedy (GK) 
Weather Protect insurance product on July 20, which was 
broadcast from the Ministry's Hope Gardens location in St. 
Andrew. The policy will provide insurance coverage for 
farmers and fisherfolk impacted by adverse weather 
events. 

“The new Bill has 
at its core, the 

recognition of an 
individual’s right 

to privacy and the  
protection of that 

right related to 
that individual’s 
data identity 
information.”


