
Minister of Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Fayval Williams (centre), speaks with 
students from Gaynstead High School, Frajeeka Davis (left) and Shanel Powell, after 
they received tablets though the Ministry’s ‘One Laptop or Tablet Per Child 
Initiative’, on June 8 at the Ministry’s office in Kingston. 

PRIME MINISTER the 
Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness is confident 

that Jamaica’s economy will 
rebound soon from the dev-
astating impact of the 
CoVID-19 pandemic. 
      “We would’ve seen last 
year the figures telling us that 
we lost 10 per cent in growth 
…but the good news is that 
we are recovering; the econo-
my is recovering. Very soon, 
we should be able to return 
our economy to as close to 
normalcy as we can,” Mr. 
Holness said. 

      He was addressing the 
official opening of an 
electronics and photography 
company, Computer Consul- 
tants, at its Annette 
Crescent, st. Andrew, loca-
tion, on June 10. 

He noted that the 
Government has heard the 
cries of business operators, 
including quick-service oper-
ators, people in the tourism 
industry, and in particular, 
members of the entertain-
ment and the events sectors, 
who have not had any oppor-
tunity to conduct their busi-
ness, some of them for well 
over a year. 

The Prime Minister stressed 
that it is therefore important 
that the Government “does 
everything possible to 
encourage the full restart of 
our economy”. 
      Mr. Holness said the 
Government is aware that 
some people have had it far 
worse than others, with per-
sons now at that stage in the 
pandemic where savings 

have been depleted and 
many households are now 
feeling the economic pinch. 
      He added that while the 
Government will work to 
return the economy to nor-
malcy, “it doesn’t mean that 
we abandon our CoVID man-
agement measures, but it 
means that we will have to 
learn how to live with the 
virus.” 

Prime Minister Expects Quick 
Economic Recovery 
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Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) cuts the ribbon to mark the official 
opening of an electronics and photography company, Computer Consultants, during a 
ceremony at its Annette Crescent, St. Andrew, location, on June 10.  Assisting (at second 
right) is Principal and Founder of Computer Consultants, James Watson, while his father, 
Anthony Watson observes.

Upgraded Health Centre Renamed in Honour of Dr. Ken Baugh

Amendments to Domestic Violence 
Act to be tabled shortly 
MInIsTer oF Culture, 
Gender, entertainment and 
sport, Hon. olivia Grange, 
says that amendments 
to the Domestic Violence 
Act will be brought to the 
House of representatives 
before the end of June. 

      “We are serious about 
ending domestic violence. 
The Chief Parliamentary 
Counsel is preparing the 
amendments, which I expect 
to bring to this House 
before the end of June,” 
she said, during her contri-
bution to the 2021/22 
sectoral Debate in the 
House of representatives 
on June 8. 
      she pointed out that 
the amendments will include 

a new definition of domes-
tic violence as not only 
physical but also psycho-
logical, emotional and 
sexual. 
      “The effect of this 
important update will mean 
that, for the first time, men 
or women who control their 
partners through threats or 
by restricting their personal 
or financial freedom, could 
face sanctions in the same 
way as those who are 
physically violent towards 
them,” the Minister noted. 
      “We will also widen the 
threshold to be met in 
obtaining protection orders 
from the Court, to give 
greater protection to those 
who need the orders to 
keep abusers away,” she 
added. 
      Ms. Grange informed 
that the penalty for breach 
of a protection order will be 
increased from $10,000 to 
$1,000,000. “We are seri-
ous about ending domestic 
violence,” she emphasised. 
During the sitting, the 
Minister also tabled the 
report of the Joint select 
Committee established to 
consider the Anti-sexual 
Harassment Bill. 

HunDreDs oF residents of 
communities in West Central 
st. Catherine, will now have 
improved access to health 
services at the newly rebuilt 
Kenneth Baugh Health 
Centre. 
      The facility, upgraded at a 
cost of $42 million through 
funding from the national 
Health Fund (nHF), offers a 
number of services, including 
curative, maternal and child 
health, dental, family plan-
ning, mental health, pap 
smear and laboratory. 
Pharmacy services will shortly 
be added. 
       It also includes a registry 
for record-keeping, antenatal 
and postnatal facility, immu-
nisation area, a lunchroom, 
dressing room, and a doctor’s 
office. 
      The facility, formerly the 
Point Hill Health Centre, was 
renamed in honour of the late 
Dr. Kenneth Baugh, who 
served as Minister of Health 
from 1980 to 1989, and 
Member of Parliament for 
West Central st. Catherine 
from 1997 to 2016. 

      It serves more than 200 
persons each month from 
Point Hill, Duxes, Mendez, 
Pusey, roaring river, Garden 
Hill, Brown’s Town, rennals 
and old Works. 

      speaking at the official 
opening of the rebuilt health 
centre on June 9, Minister of 
Health and Wellness, Dr. the 
Hon. Christopher Tufton, said 
that the services offered at 

the upgraded facility are sig-
nificant in improving the 
health of the residents. 
      “It is a major expansion 
and is a big deal. You are get-
ting a complete service and 
that is what Dr. Baugh would 
have wanted and that is what 
we want for the people of 
these areas,” he noted. 

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (second right), and Vilma 
Baugh (right), wife of the late former Minister of Health and Member of Parliament for West 
Central St. Catherine, Dr. Kenneth Baugh, unveil the plaque dedicating the newly rebuilt 
Kenneth Baugh Health Centre in Point Hill, St. Catherine on June 9. Sharing the moment 
are children Melanie Schwapp and Gregory Baugh.

Minister of Culture, Gender, 
Entertainment and Sport,  
Hon. Olivia Grange

PrIMe MInIsTer the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness has 
reiterated Jamaica’s com-
mitment to protecting the 
environment, through the 
continuous strengthening of 
management policies that 
are designed to be compre-
hensive and sustainable. 
      “over the last few years, 
the Government has under-
taken extensive work on 
progressively strengthening 
our environmental gover-
nance framework. We have 
finalised several key national 
environmental policies, 
including, for example, a 
climate change policy 
framework, a forest policy, a 
water sector policy and 
action plan, an ocean and 
coastal zone management 
policy and a national policy 
on environmental manage-
ment systems,” he said. 
      The Prime Minister was 
addressing a virtual World 
oceans Day 2021 Panel 
Discussion on June 9. 
      He noted that Jamaica’s 
environmental policy frame-
work is designed to respond 
to our “national priorities, 
emerging risks and to fulfil 
our multilateral environmen-
tal commitments”. 

      He said that the 
Government is also in the 
process of finalising other 
subject-specific policies, 
including a national policy 
on the environmentally 
sound management of haz-
ardous waste, watershed 
management policies, a 
protected areas policy, 
beach access and manage-
ment policy, and an emis-
sions policy framework to 
address all sources of air 
pollution. 
      He added that a wildlife 
trade policy and a national 
biosafety policy are also 
being developed. 

Gov’t Strengthens Policies to 
Manage Environment

... It is therefore 
important that 

the Government 
“does everything 

possible to 
encourage the 

full restart of our 
economy”.

Persons 60 years and over 
who are fully vaccinated, as 
evidenced by the records at 
the Ministry of Health and 
Wellness, can apply for the 
Conditional Cash Transfer for 
the Vaccinated (CCTV) Grant, 
starting July 15, 2021. 
      The CCTV programme 
will pay an incentive of 
$10,000 to all persons 60 and 
over who have been fully vac-
cinated. 
      This was disclosed by 
Minister of Finance and the 
Public service, Dr. the Hon. 
nigel Clarke, in a statement to 
the House of representatives 
on June 8. 
      The programme is to be 
administered digitally using 
the CoVID-19 Allocation of 
resources for employees 
(CAre) Programme platform. 
To apply, persons aged 60 
and over will need to log on to 

www.wecare.gov.jm and pro-
vide their first and last names, 
Tax registration number 
(Trn) and/or their Government-

issued identification, date of 
birth, mobile telephone num-
ber to which they have 
access, an email address, 
and the vaccination type and 
batch numbers. 
      Persons will also be 
required to submit their pre-
ferred method of payment, 
whether commercial bank 
account or remittance 
agency. 
      “If you have any doubts 
about your commercial bank 
account, indicate a remit-
tance company. For those 
persons selecting bank 
accounts, it is essential that 
the bank account selected is 
in the same name as the per-
son who is applying. so you 
can’t put down your grand-
child or niece’s bank account. 
      You will not be able to get 
the $10,000 if you do that,” 
Dr. Clarke said. 

COVID-19 Cash Grant Open to All Vaccinated 
Citizens 60 and Over

Minister of Finance and the 
Public Service, Dr. the Hon. 
Nigel Clarke, delivers state-
ment in the House of 
Representatives on June 8. 

Gaynstead High School Students Receive 
Tablets

Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness 
highlights a point while 
addressing a virtual World 
Oceans Day 2021 Panel 
Discussion on June 9. 


