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Madam Speaker the COVID-19 pandemic has interrupted the usual patterns of 
life. The Government continues to innovate policies and programmes to address 
the issues that have arisen on account of this pandemic.  
 
I announced the SERVE Jamaica Programme in my budget presentation which is 
a $60 billion programme of social and economic initiatives to boost economic 
activity and support Jamaicans through this period. Today I would like to launch 
an element of this programme: the SERVE Jamaica Digital Device Programme. 
 
Madam Speaker, under the SERVE Jamaica Programme the Government will 
make available $189 million for the purchase of digital devices for students, 
identified by Members of Parliament, as students in need who have not benefited 
from other Government laptop/digital device programmes. 
 
This will amount to an “allocation” of $3 million per Member of Parliament and is 
intended to supplement and complement the Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Information’s existing laptop/digital device programmes. 
 
In addition, under the SERVE Jamaica Programme Digital Device, the 
Government will make available $140 million for the purchase of digital devices 
for students, identified by Councilors, as students in need and who are not 
beneficiaries of any other Government laptop/digital device programme. 
 
Once the devices have been procured by e-Learning Jamaica Company Limited, 
the Ministry of Finance and the Public Service will make payment to the supplier 
directly, by instruction from the Accountant General’s Department. 
 
Madam Speaker, this SERVE Jamaica Digital Device Programme is a collaborative 
programme between the Ministry of Finance and the Public Service, the Ministry 
of Science, Energy and Technology, the Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Information, Members of Parliament through the Constituency Development 
Fund, the Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development and Councilors.  
 
Madam Speaker, the Minister of Education, Youth and Information has launched 
several laudable initiatives to ensure that students can transition to online 
learning and she has updated this House that over 122,000 digital devices will 
have been provided for PATH and non-PATH students by the end of the school 
year. These initiatives include the Own Your Device Programme, the One Laptop 
or Tablet per Child Initiative in collaboration with the diaspora and corporate 
Jamaica as well as the Government procurement programme for PATH students. 
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However, Madam Speaker, all the members of this House know from experience 
that with the best-designed and best-implemented social programmes, 
anywhere in the world, for a variety of practical reasons, there will always be 
coverage gaps.  
 
Members of Parliament and Councilors know needy constituents and families 
who are not enrolled in PATH for instance and others who, for technical reasons 
wouldn’t qualify, but who are in every practical sense in need of assistance. 
 
The government is aware of coverage gaps and hence the strategy of employing a 
variety of complementary distribution mechanisms to reach the target 
population with appropriate safeguards to prevent waste and duplication. 
 
The SERVE Jamaica Digital Device programme, announced in the budget, and 
which I detail today, therefore does not replace the existing Ministry of 
Education, Youth and Information programmes. It cannot. It is a much smaller 
programme in size. It merely complements and supplements the larger central 
government programme. 
 
As such Madam Speaker, the process I outline today has been arrived at in 
collaboration with the Minister of Education, Youth and Information, the 
Minister of Science, Energy and Technology who has responsibility for e-
Learning Jamaica Company Limited, the Minister of Local Government and Rural 
Development and the Constituency Development Fund (“CDF”). 
 
Madam Speaker: 
 
The Ministry of Finance and the Public Service will: 
 

(i) Disburse to the suppliers identified by e-Learning Jamaica Company 
Limited the $189 million and $140 million referred to above in 
accordance with terms of the procurement by e-Learning Jamaica 
Company Limited. 
 

The Constituency Development Fund will: 
 

(i) Provide forms, very shortly, for Members of Parliament that will 
require the name, student registration number, school, grade, etc. 
Each form will allow for a maximum of 100 students per Constituency. 
The CDF will provide other relevant administrative instructions to 
Members of Parliament. 
 

(ii) Provide the data on intended beneficiaries submitted by Members of 
Parliament to the Ministry of Education, Youth and Information. 

 
The Ministry of Education, Youth and Information will: 
 

(i) Check the lists of intended beneficiaries submitted by the CDF against 
the database of beneficiaries under the Ministry of Education, Youth 
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and Information’s various digital device programmes to avoid 
duplication. Where instances of duplication are found, the proposed 
beneficiaries will be deemed to have already been in receipt of a 
digital device from another GOJ programme and will not be eligible to 
receive a digital device under this SERVE Jamaica Digital Device 
Programme. 
 

(ii) Approve the lists of beneficiaries submitted by the CDF. 
 

(iii) Communicate the list of approved beneficiaries to e-Learning Jamaica 
Company Limited. 

 
e-Learning Jamaica Company Limited will: 
 

(i) Procure the digital devices. 
 

(ii) Deliver the digital devices to Members of Parliament with the list of 
beneficiaries approved by the Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Information along with space for the parent or guardian of the 
beneficiary to sign indicating receipt of the digital device. 

 
The Member of Parliament will be required to: 
 

(i) Fill out the initial forms and return them to the CDF. 
 
(ii) Receive the devices from e-Learning Jamaica Company Limited, along 

with the approved list of beneficiaries and distribute the devices 
accordingly with signatures of parents/guardians evidencing receipt. 

(iii) Return the signed forms evidencing receipt of the devices by the 
approved beneficiaries to the CDF. 
 

Madam Speaker, I have described the process for Members of Parliament. The 
same process will be used for Councilors with the exception that, for this SERVE 
Jamaica Digital Device Programme, the Ministry of Local Government and Rural 
Development will play the coordinating role for Councilors as the Constituency 
Development Fund will do for Members of Parliament as described above.  
 
Madam Speaker it is expected that the digital devices under this programme will 
be available for distribution by Members of Parliaments to their constituents 
during the “back to school” period in August. 
 
 
 


