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RENEW JAMAICA
Madam Speaker, I rise to make my inaugural sectoral contribution to this Honourable House with
a sense of purpose, cognizant of the enormity of the task entrusted to me by the Most Honourable
Prime Minister, as the Government steers our nation through these perilous times.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND THANKS
Madam Speaker, first and foremost, all thanks and praise to the Almighty for His continued grace
and favour in my life.
I thank our Prime Minister, the Most Hon. Andrew Holness for his confidence in my ability to lead
a Ministry with such critical and far-reaching portfolio areas. Also, Madam Speaker, I do not take
for granted the support and advice of my Cabinet and parliamentary colleagues; rather, I remain
steadfast in my commitment to work together with all to advance equity and empowerment in the
best interest of the people.
Having served four years in the Senate my transition to this Honourable House was marked by a
collage of triumphs and trials that have brought me to this moment. Of note, I have cherished the
opportunity to enter this Honourable House with my father smiling from the Speaker’s chair. So
great is his call for gender equality that he would convince my sister, Dr. Michelle Charles, to trod
the narrow path to Gordon House in a win that I am certain pleased him abundantly.
Madam Speaker, I thank my exceptional mother who taught us to care and serve without
expectation of favour. Thanks to my supportive siblings, campaign team and friends who have
encouraged and advised me.
Special thanks, Madam Speaker, to my wife, who is the glue that binds our family and to my
children, who even at their tender age show a sense of duty to serve.
Madam Speaker, permit me also to acknowledge my capable and experienced Permanent
Secretary Dr. Alwin Hales who leads the hardworking staff at the Ministry of Housing, Urban
Renewal, Environment and Climate Change along with our agencies, Chairpersons and board
members.
Special thanks to my constituency staff, Natasha May, Kerene Alman and Latavia Burke and also
to my executive staff including advisors Bindley Sangster, Jason McNeish and Zaneta Scott;
Special Assistant Racquel Hudson; Executive Assistant Abi-Gaye Smythe; Secretaries Melice
Gordon and Kerryann Wilson; CPOs Leondrae Latty and Ramie Newsome and my Driver Henry
Willacey.
I reserve my heartfelt thanks to the constituents of Clarendon South Eastern, who have placed
their trust in me not once, but twice, throughout one of the most challenging times in our history.
They have made me a two-term Member of Parliament in a matter of six months—an
unprecedented political milestone. My presence here would not be possible without their continued
support. To their interests I remain wholeheartedly committed.
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I acknowledge also the unwavering support of former Member of Parliament, Rudyard Spencer
and the sweat and effort of my party workers led by His Worship Mayor Winston Maragh, Carlene
Benjamin and the late Milton Brown, as well as the unprecedented support from colleagues across
the country, to whom I remain grateful.

INTRODUCTION
Madam Speaker, our challenges are interconnected—but so too are our integrated solutions.
The garbage and plastic bottles we throw out the car window are later consumed by our birds and
fishes—the same ones that we eat. What this illustrates is that there are a myriad of challenges
complicating each other. What happens on the ridge shows up on the reef; land impacts the ocean,
which in turn impacts land.
It is all connected, Madam Speaker, and it ends up affecting us directly in the long run. Fishing
gear and scandal bags that are improperly disposed will eventually trap and kill marine life,
damage coral reefs, reduce available fish stock and ultimately impact jobs and livelihoods.
We have to develop solutions to address the way we use our natural resources and how we live
in harmony with the physical environment, in this same interconnected way.
Madam Speaker, my theme today is “RENEW Jamaica”, and there has never been a more urgent
need for renewal.
As we tackle the multiple pandemics of COVID-19, Crime and Climate Change this Government
considers this moment not just a time of crisis, but an opportunity for us as a nation to rise up
stronger and smarter.
It is an opportunity to:
●
●
●
●

REDEFINE our approach to the provision of shelter solutions by providing accessible,
affordable and climate-resilient housing.
REINVIGORATE our urban centres in order to enhance economic viability and environmental
sustainability.
RESTORE the environment, particularly degraded areas, and
REDUCE the impacts of Climate Change so that all Jamaicans can realize a better quality of life.

We can turn this crisis into opportunity through our innovation.
The Ministry will work to empower all Jamaicans to be a part of the solution. To this end, we
celebrate the efforts of Partners like Project Save Our Reefs, who create innovative environmental
solutions by repurposing waste to sculpture artificial reefs that serve as nurseries for corals and
other marine creatures.
Taken together, each distinct portfolio area: Housing, Urban Renewal, Environment and Climate
Change outlines a pathway for the country to thrive in the Post-COVID era.
We have the roadmap to renew Jamaica.
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Madam Speaker, I begin my presentation discussing the existential threat of Climate Change.

REDUCING THE IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE
As far back as 2013, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, in its report, projected that
as early as 2023 Kingston would be one of the first places on Earth to see a significant increase
in temperature, making it unbearably hot to live in. It is projected then, that every year after 2023
will be hotter than any previous year on record. This is a serious threat to our ecosystems and
our way of life.
Climate Change threatens the very economic base on which we seek to build our country.
Cognizant of this, my Ministry is moving to advance progress in building the country’s resilience
to climate change. Indeed, we have accomplished much for a nation of our size in terms of our
leadership, policies, plans and programmes.

Jamaica’s Updated Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)
One of the major successes in 2020 was the completion of Jamaica’s updated Nationally
Determined Contribution (NDC), which was submitted to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) last June. NDCs specify climate actions, policies and
measures that governments commit to implementing in response to climate change.
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Jamaica’s updated NDC includes reducing emissions in the energy, forestry and land use sectors.
The level of ambition in Jamaica’s unconditional commitment has increased by more than 60%
when comparing the updated NDC with the first NDC. Implementation and financing plans are
also being developed for the updated NDC.
Jamaica received support under the NDC Partnership Climate Action Enhancement Package
(CAEP) to implement activities to complement the NDC enhancement. Work advanced throughout
the year in widely held consultations to inform the outputs of the 11 sub-projects of this CAEP
programme. All projects are scheduled for completion in 2021. These will include:
●
●

●

Long-term Low Emissions and Climate Resilient Development Strategy (2050 Pathway
Strategy)
Assessment of climate expenditure analysis and modelling to support the introduction of
climate change budget tagging now being pursued by the Ministry of Finance and the Public
Service
A research and technology development agenda

Technology Needs Assessment
A Technology Needs Assessment (TNA) for Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation was
completed for Jamaica. An extensive list of about 187 potential technologies was shortlisted to
10 for the agriculture, coastal resources, water and energy sectors. A barrier analysis was
conducted to identify constraints to technology diffusion in Jamaica. From that analysis, an action
plan was developed to remove these barriers and constraints. To give an example, electric
vehicles will become a major feature in our transport mix in the future).

UNICEF Partnership
A very important partnership with UNICEF has resulted in my being able to circulate the latest
UNICEF publication in which I was privileged to contribute the foreword. This book on the effect
of Climate Change on the children of Jamaica is a welcome addition to our resource bank on the
factors which impact our children.
We are all aware that the COVID pandemic has had, and will have, a significant effect on our
young population. We have yet to determine this impact. Climate change will also continue to have
a yet unspecified impact on our children. With the help of the research contained in this book we
have a point to start to prepare to adapt and lend support to the vulnerable youngest among us.

National Adaptation Plan
During this Financial Year, Madam Speaker, Jamaica will have access to a US$1.1M grant from
the Green Climate Fund (GCF) to commence preparation of Jamaica’s first National Adaptation
Plan (NAP). This NAP will include a private sector engagement strategy, a finance strategy and
an investment plan for adaptation.
LoCAL
In addition, a pilot of the Local Climate Adaptive Living Facility (LoCAL) which seeks to strengthen
the capacity of Municipal Corporations (MCs) to integrate and finance climate action will be tested.
Preparatory work for this pilot commenced in the 2020/2021FY and will be significantly advanced
in this fiscal year.
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Madam Speaker, at least 4 selected Municipal Corporations will benefit from capacity building
and financing opportunities such as performance-based grants over two fiscal cycles. The
experience gained from the pilot will facilitate a scaling up of the activities and the number of
Municipal Corporations participating thereafter.

Global Leadership on Climate Change
Madam Speaker, Jamaica is at the forefront of the global discussion on Climate Action. Much of
our success is due to the hard work of Una May Gordon and the committed team in the Climate
Change Division team from our Ministry.

President Biden’s Summit on Climate Change
Madam Speaker, on Earth Day, April 22, 2021, forty (40) World Leaders, including our own Prime
Minister, participated in a Leaders’ Summit on Climate hosted by U.S. President Joe Biden. At
the Summit, the Prime Minister highlighted that the need for meaningful climate action has never
been greater. Governments, including Jamaica, are urged to take concrete actions to keep global
warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels, a goal set under the 2015 Paris
Agreement on Climate Change.
The Summit highlighted the need for greater access to climate financing while representing the
views of the vulnerable Small Island Developing States (SIDS), such as Jamaica, who contribute
the least but are among those most affected by the global climate crisis.

Chair of Board of Governors in CCCCC
In the last financial year, Jamaica assumed the Chair of the Board of Governors of the Caribbean
Community Climate Change Centre, advancing our regional presence.

Co-Chair of the NDC Partnership
Additionally, Madam Speaker I have the privilege to represent Jamaica, alongside my United
Kingdom counterpart the Rt. Hon Alok Sharma, President of COP 26, in the role of Co-Chair of
the Nationally Determined Contribution Partnership, a global coalition of 193 members including
countries and institutional partners.
While there is much more to be done, we can be proud of Jamaica’s strong voice and leadership
on the global stage to protect and advocate for all vulnerable Small Island Developing States,
especially on the critical issue of climate financing.

NDC Partnership Economic Advisory Programme
Madam Speaker, now, more than ever, we need to give special attention to economic recovery
that fosters the building of climate resilience and long-term sustainability. In this regard, through
the NDC Partnership Economic Advisory Programme, Jamaica will benefit from the expertise of
an Embedded Technical Advisor to be placed at the Planning Institute of Jamaica.
The advisor will support our efforts in analyzing the socio–economic impacts of COVID-19 and
assist in developing a comprehensive medium-term recovery plan and strategy to address the
findings from the Post-COVID 19 impact assessment in line with our enhanced NDC.
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Coalition for Climate Resilient Investment (CCRI)
Madam Speaker, again Jamaica leads the world by becoming the first country in the world to
begin the process of developing a predictive climate risk assessment planning tool for major
infrastructure areas under the global private sector-led Coalition for Climate Resilient Investment
(CCRI).
The tool will enable us as decision-makers to assess climate risk to Jamaica’s infrastructure
networks to visualize “hot spots” of high levels of economic and social value at risk, in relevant
time horizons.” We will begin testing this tool in June 2021.

RESTORING OUR NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
Madam Speaker, strengthening climate resilience and environmental health go hand in hand. As
such, my Ministry and its Agencies continue to be proactive and vigilant in advocating and
promoting the policies and laws that govern and protect our environment.
At the Ministry, Acting Chief Technical Director, Gillian Guthrie, and the team are working
assiduously to develop a robust policy and legislative framework to address the sustainable use
of our natural resources and the preservation of the environment. I must reiterate that policies do
not exist in a vacuum. They have real-world, multi-sectoral applications that impact our country,
and by extension the lives and livelihoods of its citizens.

8

SECTORAL PRESENTATION 2021/22 THE HON. PEARNEL CHARLES JR., MP
Minister of Housing, Urban Renewal, Environment & Climate Change

During the 2020/21 Financial Year, the Ministry of Housing, Urban Renewal, Environment and
Climate Change (MHURECC) made significant progress in advancing a number of environmental
policy instruments and programmes.
In this financial year, my Ministry will finalize the Green Economy Investment Strategy for
Jamaica which promotes green investments as a crucial element of the post-COVID-19 recovery.
The Strategy will support the National Investment Policy being developed by the Ministry of
Industry, Investment and Commerce.
Madam Speaker, a number of policies will be finalized in the first quarter of the 2021/20212
financial year:
The National Policy for the Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous Wastes is
aimed at reducing the deleterious effects of hazardous wastes on human health and the
environment. This Policy also covers the management of non-infectious medical waste which will
be particularly important in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Biosafety Policy for Jamaica is geared towards any potential risks to human health and
environment from the development, transboundary movement, handling and use of living modified
organisms; and to facilitate the development of a national modern biotechnology sector in a safe
and regulated environment.

Madam Speaker, another critical policy is the Beach Access and Management Policy for
Jamaica. which seeks to, among other things, (i) increase access to the foreshore by the public,
and (ii) improve the standard of beaches that are accessible to the public.
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Madam Speaker, the Ministry is also pursuing two policies which are intended to provide a
comprehensive and integrated approach to advance Jamaica’s air quality and climate change
agenda. These policies will be tabled shortly in The Houses as Green Papers and thereafter
subject to public consultations:
1. The Emissions Policy Framework for Jamaica advocates for coordinated governance in the
area of air quality management, as well as initiatives promoting emissions reduction from key
air pollutant sources/sectors, including industry, transportation and waste management.
2. The Update of the Climate Change Policy Framework for Jamaica (2016) that will align
Jamaica’s climate action with the Paris Agreement, as well as with developments within the
international and regional climate arena.

Environmental Policy Framework – The Year Ahead
Madam Speaker, in the year ahead, the Ministry of Housing, Urban Renewal, Environment and
Climate Change will continue to enhance the country’s environmental policy framework. They
include, among other things, the development of:●

●

●

An Environment Policy for Jamaica with the support of the Government of Jamaica/United
Nations Development Programme/Global Environment Programme Project entitled ‘Conserving
biodiversity and reducing land degradation using an integrated approach’.
A new Protected Areas Policy for Jamaica to replace the 1997 Policy and provide a
comprehensive framework for the management of the island’s over 300 legally declared
protected areas.
A Watersheds Management Policy for Jamaica to provide the policy directives for the
management of the island’s 26 watershed management units (WMUs). These WMUs are
critical to the island’s economic and social growth as they supply potable water, directly support
lives and livelihoods in several sectors including agriculture and industry, and are some of the
island’s most important wetlands, habitats for many of its endemic species.

Environmental Legislative Framework
During the 2021/22 financial Year, the Ministry will also pursue amendments to the Natural
Resources Conservation Authority (NRCA) Act. The proposed amendments will address issues
related to fines and offences, revocation of permits and licences issued by the Authority,
contaminated lands and remediation, criteria for Environmental Impact Assessments, and
performance bonds, among others.
Furthermore, the Ministry will finalize amendments to the Wild Life Protection Act in the
2021/2022 financial year. The proposed amendments to the Act will include provisions to: (i)
regulate invasive and potentially invasive species, (ii) increase fines and penalties, and (iii) address
flora, as the legislation currently only covers fauna.
Also, the Ministry will be pursuing the promulgation of regulations under the NRCA Act to govern
Environmental Impact Assessments.
The Ministry, in collaboration with the Forestry Department, will also work on amendment of the
Forest Act and Forest Regulations in the 2021/2022 financial year to, among other things, better
align these pieces of legislation with the tenets of the Forest Policy for Jamaica (2017).
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Meteorological Legislation
Madam Speaker, this year, we will finalize a process that started many years ago to establish a
legislative framework for the practice of meteorology in Jamaica. This will facilitate a regulated
environment for the development of weather and climate services in the country.

PROTECTED AREAS MANAGEMENT
Madam Speaker, I now turn to Jamaica’s protected areas system. Managing our protected areas
is critical for safeguarding our biodiversity, maintaining the health of ecosystems, building resilience
to climate change, and allowing for the sustainable use of our natural resources.
In collaboration with NEPA, the Ministry will seek to finalize The Natural Resources Conservation
(Protected Areas) Regulations. These Regulations will further strengthen the governance and
management arrangements for the country’s protected areas network.
Additionally, the Ministry, in collaboration with NEPA and the Forestry Department and in
consultation with key local stakeholders, will be legally declaring several new protected areas in
the 2021/2022 financial year. These areas include:
●

●

●

The Black River Protected Landscape and Seascape which was approved by Cabinet in
March 2021. The Order which will give effect to this declaration will be promulgated in the first
quarter of this financial year;
The Pedro Cays and surrounding waters as a protected area under the NRCA Act. The
declaration of this area will increase the percentage of the country’s marine areas under legal
protection by approximately 4%; and
Forest reserves and forest management areas under the Forest Act.

PROJECTS AND PROGRAMMES
Phase 3 of the Ban on Single Use Plastics
Madam Speaker, two years ago, my colleague Minister and Member of Parliament the Honourable
Daryl Vaz, in his former capacity, announced the Government’s ban on specific categories of single
use plastic packaging materials. It was a pivotal decision given the fact that fifteen per cent (15%)
of all municipal solid waste generated in Jamaica is non-biodegradable plastic.
In January 2021, the Government implemented Phase 3 of the ban, which encompasses:
a) drinking straws made wholly or in part of polyethylene or polypropylene, attached to, or forming
part of the packaging of juice boxes and drink pouches; and
b) single-use plastic bags of dimensions not exceeding 24”x24” (610mm x 610mm) and thickness
of 2.5mils (0.06mm)
Madam Speaker, rigorous consultations were held with a wide range of stakeholders in the public
and private sectors. In February 2021, I updated Parliament on the implementation of the ban,
and reaffirmed the Government’s commitment to work with stakeholders throughout the six (6)
month transition period which comes to an end on June 30 this year.
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National Programme on the Environmentally Sound Management of End-of-life
Pneumatic Tyres
Madam Speaker, Cabinet gave approval during the last financial year for the implementation of
a 10-year national programme to address the over 2 million end-of-life tyres at the island’s disposal
sites, which involves their removal to the Caribbean Cement Company Limited (CCCL) for disposal
in its high temperature kilns.
Implementation of this programme is critical, as it will not only reduce the cost to store them, but
will also deal with some of the serious health and environmental risks associated with their storage,
including potential fire hazards.
The Programme is a partnership between the Government, through MHURECC, the Ministry of
Local Government and Rural Development and the National Solid Waste Management Authority,
and Caribbean Cement Company Ltd.

Resource Efficiency Programme
Madam Speaker, the Ministry, with the approval of the Cabinet, will commence the development
of a Resource Efficiency Programme within the public sector in the 2021/2022 financial year to
promote environmental stewardship. The Programme is designed to facilitate the procurement of
environmentally friendly products, encourage recycling as well as increase the conservation and
efficient use of utilities within the sector. Successful implementation of this Programme in the public
sector will be used as a model to build out for similar programmes across the private sector.
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Madam Speaker, partnership is essential.
We must acknowledge the companies, agencies and individuals that have committed to partnering
with the Ministry to advance the environmental sustainability agenda.

EDUCATION AND RAISING AWARENESS
Youth Environmental Advocacy Programme
My Ministry’s Youth Environmental Advocacy Programme, YEAP, is currently in its fifth year of
implementation. The Programme aims to empower students, ages 9-11, to advocate their issues
and concerns with respect to the environment.
Of note, MHURECC has partnered with the GraceKennedy Foundation for a third year, with the
Foundation’s commitment to sponsor YEAP’s 2021 Bursary Awards Programme with a grant of
J$250,000. These funds will be utilized to support 6 student leaders with a demonstrated interest
in the environment.

National e-mobility Project
Madam Speaker, Jamaica is preparing for the implementation of the latest transport technology
to hit our roads - electric vehicles. Indeed, the rollout of the support network services such as
charging stations, service locations for vehicles and batteries and disposal of techno waste must
be accompanied by the promulgation of legislation and policies, skills training as well as public
education and raising awareness to facilitate the orderly implementation of this cutting-edge
technology.
Madam Speaker, MHURECC, in collaboration with key stakeholders in the public and private
sectors and academia, will implement a Project in the 2020/2021 Financial Year, supported by the
Global Environment Facility, to assist in advancing the country’s e-mobility agenda.

MULTILATERAL ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENTS
The Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Justice in
Environmental Matter in Latin America and the Caribbean commonly referred to as the ‘Escazu
Agreement’ is the first regional environmental treaty for the Latin America and Caribbean region.
It seeks to guarantee the public‘s right to access to information, participate in decision making and
justice with respect to environmental matters. Having participated extensively in the negotiations
to develop the instrument, Jamaica has signed the Agreement and this year, MHURECC will
coordinate the consultative process towards Cabinet’s consideration of Jamaica’s ratification of
the instrument.

GEOSPATIAL TECHNOLOGIES
Madam Speaker, in carrying out our mandate of building a Sustainable and Resilient Jamaica,
we rely heavily on Geospatial Technologies—the modern tools necessary to map and analyze the
Earth and human societies.
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Madam Speaker, I am pleased to note the advancements made by Acting Director Raymond
Poyser and the team at the National Spatial Data Management Branch (NSDMB) as they manage
Jamaica’s Spatial Data Infrastructure and promote the use of geospatial tools for the growth of
the local geospatial sector.

Utilization of Geospatial Technologies in the COVID-19 response
Madam Speaker, the National Spatial Data Management Branch has offered critical support in
the fight against COVID-19. The Branch assisted in developing a Jamaica COVID-19 dashboard
in collaboration with the Ministry of Health and Wellness (MoHW), mapping COVID-19 cases
across the island. From this, the MoHW reports to the nation daily on new cases, recoveries,
hospitalization, and deaths.

Collaboration with the Ministry of Health and Wellness in National Health
GIS Initiatives
The NSDMB continues to collaborate with the MoHW to enhance mapping and analysis
capabilities in relation to health hazards and future disease outbreaks. The NSDMB will provide
technical support and training while enabling MoHW to host Health GIS infrastructure on the
NSDMB’s server and platform.

Virtual Jamaica COVID-19 Geospatial Forum
The NSDMB hosted a Virtual Jamaica COVID-19 Geospatial Forum to provide a medium for
experts across the world to share information and ideas in terms of how geospatial technologies
are used to assist in the containment and management of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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National Spatial Planning Information (NSPIT) Platform
The Ministry has developed the National Spatial Planning Information Technology (NSPIT)
Platform, a web-based visualization planning tool designed to complement the National Spatial
Plan (NSP) through spatial analysis and modelling. It will allow users to conduct spatial analyses
to better inform planning and development or investment decisions from a spatial perspective.
Madam Speaker, this Government is committed to the injection of smart technology and
innovation as we Renew Jamaica.

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES
Madam Speaker, rising global average temperature is associated with widespread changes in
weather patterns leading to more frequent and intense events. The ability to forecast weather events
is paramount to our effort to become more resilient to shocks to our country and our economy.
This change in weather demands that we have access to better forecasting through better
technology and I am pleased to report that the Meteorological Services Branch (Met Service) is
improving its forecasting ability through the acquisition of the necessary technology.

Doppler Radar
Under the contract between the Government and Enterprise Electronics Corporation to procure a
Doppler Radar, the Meteorological Service installed a new 70-ft tower at the Cooper’s Hill site as
well as a 40-ft diameter antenna and protective radome.
This project is being implemented by the World Bank with Climate Investment Funds and executed
locally by the Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ), with the Meteorological Service being a major
beneficiary.

Improvement of Observation Network
Madam Speaker, in addition to the weather radar being installed, the Met Service has, over the
past year, added a number of automatic weather stations to its assets.
The Met Service is also collaborating with academia for the development of data transfer
technology that will allow it to remotely retrieve and relay information about the existing weather
in real-time to a monitoring platform within their offices and on mobile devices. The technology
was previewed last month and is now in the testing phase for implementation early in the current
financial year.

Bush Fire Warning Index
Madam Speaker, the bush-fire warning index model was effectively developed during the 3rd
Quarter of the 2020/2021 financial year and is being further tested and fine-tuned for full
implementation.
Through a project being executed by the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) with the use of
funds from the African, Caribbean and Pacific/European Union National Disaster Risk
Management, the technology is being customized to include the consideration of local climate
variables to develop indices that will foresee likely bush-fire starts and provide alerts to initiate
preventative action.
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During the 2020/2021 financial year, a mobile fire-fighting device was procured and handed over
to the Jamaica Fire Brigade, along with hand-held GPS devices made available to each of the
island’s fire stations.

High-Level Representation
Madam Speaker, I am pleased to state that for the first time, Jamaica is being represented at the
Executive Council, World Meteorological Organization, through the election of our Permanent
Representative to the body, the Director of the Meteorological Service, Mr. Evan Thompson, as
President of the North America, Central America and Caribbean Regional Association.

FORESTRY DEPARTMENT
Madam Speaker, over the past several years, Jamaica’s deforestation rate has declined and our
current forest cover has improved significantly—and is currently at 40%. This is a critical
achievement for our climate resilience, given that forests are one of the biggest reservoirs of
atmospheric carbon in the mitigation of global warming and climate change. Let me pause to
acknowledge our new and creative Conservator of Forests, Mr. Ainsley Henry.
Madam Speaker, as a Government, we acknowledge environmental sustainability as a driver of
economic growth. Simply put, to achieve sustainable development, we must develop sustainably.
During the 2020/2021 financial year, the Forestry Department focused on implementing and
monitoring the four-year budget support programme titled: Addressing Environmental and
Climate Change Challenges through Improved Forest Management for Jamaica (IFMJ)
financed under the 11th European Development Fund (EDF).
Now in its third year of implementation, its overall objective is to assist the Government in
implementing the Forest Policy of 2017, and to sustainably manage and utilize Jamaica’s forest
resources, in order to enhance social and economic development and contribute to the country’s
climate resilience.
Progress/Achievements under the programme to date include:
●

●

The Reforestation of 138.04 hectares of denuded lands islandwide, as well as the maintenance
of nearly 389 hectares of forest plantations to support forest management. This is complementary
to ongoing reforestation and maintenance activities.
The completion of ground-truthing of the approximately 253.27kilometers of boundary, as well
as the establishment/monumentation for 149 kilometres of the proposed Cockpit Country
Protected Area, as of February 28, 2021.

The Ministry in collaboration with key stakeholders, including NEPA and the Forestry Department,
will seek to declare the area as a protected area under law, develop a management plan, and
nominate the area for declaration as a UNESCO World Heritage site.
The Forestry Department has sought to actively engage the citizens of this country in protecting
our forest reserves.
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Alternative forest livelihood for sustainable forest management:
Madam Speaker, during the financial year, the Forestry Department continued implementation of
its Alternative livelihoods programme which is facilitating the execution of forty-six (46) alternative
livelihood projects valued at J$240M within communities adjacent to forest areas in 13 parishes.
The programme includes interventions such as Agroforestry, Apiculture, Rainwater Harvesting,
Craft item production, and Eco-tourism. During the last financial year, forty-three (43) commenced
implementation, and a total of J$182.6M has been disbursed.
The Agency also continued to provide employment opportunities with some seven hundred (700)
people in rural communities close to forests islandwide being employed as casual workers
supporting field activities.

National Tree Planting Initiative
Madam Speaker, the National Tree Planting Initiative is aimed at planting three million trees
across the island over a three-year period, in support of the country’s climate change and
environmental management agenda, as well as youth empowerment. This Programme is already
improving the quality of life of all Jamaicans as well as securing the commitment of the population
to support the country’s environmental and climate change portfolios.
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So far, we have planted in excess of half a million trees with pledges of 1.5 million trees. In this
financial year we anticipate receiving pledges to meet or exceed our target.
In furtherance of this initiative, Madam Speaker, I want to announce that MHURECC, through the
Forestry Department will be allocating to each Member of Parliament 100 trees to plant in their
constituencies as part of the Renew Jamaica activities. We will support the process and ask
that you consider matching or exceeding the allocation.
Apart from beautifying the areas in which they are planted, the trees will purify the air, provide
shade which will have a cooling effect, prevent soil loss and provide shelter for birds and other
forms of fauna.
In February 2021, the Agency launched the #MyTreeLegacyPromotion, which aims to accelerate
activities, by encouraging individuals to plant trees at their alma maters.
Commitments/pledges to support the Initiative have been secured from several organizations
including GraceKennedy; Wisynco; Noranda Bauxite; Private Sector Organization of Jamaica and
Food For The Poor who have pledged one million trees in their Fruits For The Poor initiative.
The Year Ahead:
During this financial year, the Forestry Department will continue the implementation of the
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+) Readiness project
funded by the Green Climate Fund.
The Project will assist with capacity building and establishing a planning mechanism to guide the
country in becoming REDD+ ready. This is designed to monetize the carbon stocks available in
our forests and provide an additional source of funding/income to the country through carbon
markets.
The Government is keen on diversifying our opportunities to generate revenue. If we can
adequately monetize these opportunities, our economic framework will be diversified

Carbon Stock Assessment:
In June 2020, the Forestry Department completed a pilot Carbon Stock Monitoring Assessment
calculating tonnes of stored carbon per hectare in the Bogue 2 forest reserve, St. Ann. This was
the first assessment of its kind to be conducted in Jamaica. We will continue to expand this
assessment to additional forests in Quasheba Mountain, Hanover; Georges Plain, Westmoreland;
and Bull Head, Clarendon in the coming financial year.
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HOUSING PORTFOLIO
REDEFINING THE HOUSING SECTOR
Madam Speaker, I now turn to the Housing portfolio.
Owning a home is a universal ambition; and the ability of our citizens to achieve that goal is a
measure of our development as a society. Now, in this time, when all Jamaicans are asked to “tan
a yu yard” to help to manage the on-going pandemic, we are confronted with the vulnerability of
those who do not have a safe place to call home.
Madam Speaker, for far too many Jamaicans, safe, legal and affordable housing solutions are
out of reach.

As a government, we have the profound responsibility to address this crisis and to create
sustainable, inclusive communities and resilient, affordable housing options for all Jamaicans.
This, Madam Speaker, is fundamental to how we renew Jamaica.
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ENABLING POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK
National Housing Policy
Madam Speaker, this Government recognizes the need to not just build, but to design the
framework for a housing sector that is sustainable and resilient. So this year, we will place before the
Parliament a comprehensive National Housing Policy to address our complex housing challenges.
This will be coupled with the necessary regulatory guidelines and operational procedures to
introduce innovation and efficiency in our building designs and systems as we move toward
sustainability.
The Draft National Housing Policy being developed by Chief Technical Director Doreen
Prendergast and her team, specifically seeks to address the issues relating to access to finance,
improving the supply of housing options and enhancing affordability, while integrating climate
resilience and sustainable building practices in how we design and construct our homes.
The National Housing Policy was tabled in this Parliament as a Green Paper in 2019. Madam
Speaker, as a Ministry we are moving quickly to have this policy tabled as a White Paper before
the end of this fiscal year. It should be noted that this Policy will include an implementation plan
and public education campaign to ensure accountability for the execution and efficiency of its
measures.
Madam Speaker, we are engaging Jamaica in a national conversation on housing. Last month,
the Ministry hosted a series of consultations under the theme “Let’s Talk Housing”, engaging
various stakeholders including youth leaders, developers and mortgage institutions. The draft
policy will be amended to incorporate feedback from these consultations.
Madam Speaker, the approval of this policy will mark the adoption of the first ever comprehensive
Housing Policy to govern the housing sector in the history of Jamaica.
Madam Speaker, this is how we Renew Jamaica.

Improving Housing Supply through the construction of 70,000 houses in Five Years
Madam Speaker, this Government is addressing the persistent and pervasive problems of unmet
demand and inadequate housing supply. Through the leadership of our Prime Minister, we have
built the most housing solutions— more than 20,000 solutions—in any term.
This Ministry will play a critical role in achieving our ambitious target of 70,000 houses. To this
end, within the next five years, the NHT under the Prime Minister’s leadership and the HAJ have
committed to 43,000 and 14,000 housing starts, respectively.

Climate Resilient Home Design Competition
Madam Speaker, we are mindful that even as we boost housing supply, affordability remains a
challenge for many. So we acknowledge that we must redefine affordability even as we increase
the availability of housing solutions.
This is why we are working with developers to bring down the price point to an average of $5M for
a standard one bedroom unit and $8M for a two-bedroom unit.
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Madam Speaker, the Ministry will be undertaking a Climate Resilient Home Design Competition.
This competition intends to engage stakeholders in the housing and construction industries to
address some of the challenges being faced in the areas of affordable housing, social housing,
infrastructure development, squatting and the environment.
We anticipate that this competition will be implemented by the start of the second quarter of the
2021/2022 financial year.
Madam Speaker, as we make the call to construction industry stakeholders to participate in the
Climate Resilient Home Design Competition, we recognize their critical role, not only in the housing
sector but to national development. The PIOJ reported that in the last quarter of 2020, the
construction sector grew by 6.2%. Madam Speaker, in times when all sectors are being adversely
impacted, it is our construction industry that has proven resilient in the face of this unprecedented
economic downturn.
So as we seek to redefine the housing sector, by building public-private collaboration through this
competition, we will be working to eliminate the procedural barriers that slow down development
and replace them with efficient methods that do not create inordinate delays.
Madam Speaker, by providing housing at an affordable rate, we will Renew Jamaica.

Informal Housing
Madam Speaker, the perpetuation of squatting distances communities from governance and
creates a barrier to policing and the intervention of social services—leaving people who are
impacted mentally, psychologically and socially without access to proper care. These are our most
vulnerable across the country.
Madam Speaker, to speak on informal housing, absent of the perspective of the occupant is shortsighted and disregards the circumstances that led to the squatting, in the first place, the same
circumstances have made them as vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, as they are to
criminal activity and more reliant on political interventions whether to find relief, or to find
employment or to get shelter. Alleviating squatting has no easy or simple solution.
Madam Speaker, it is our failure to act overtime that has facilitated and institutionalized squatting.
The issue has been acknowledged but never sufficiently addressed. A difficult conversation it is
Madam Speaker, but one in which we must engage. How we treat this situation, Madam Speaker
will be a defining legacy that we leave as parliamentarians—government and opposition.
Over the years, we have addressed this problem in a piecemeal way, when to solve it, we need a
radical, comprehensive approach—including regularizing spaces and relocating or supporting
occupants in the short to medium term to improve earning capacity.
The reality is that we cannot develop our country to its fullest potential with 20% or more of our
settlements being unplanned settlements. We cannot attempt to Renew Jamaica without solving
this problem.
Addressing informal settlements must be a priority if we are to shift our prospects towards resilient
economic recovery and achieve sustainable development.

21

SECTORAL PRESENTATION 2021/22 THE HON. PEARNEL CHARLES JR., MP
Minister of Housing, Urban Renewal, Environment & Climate Change

This Ministry is creating the policies and solutions that will deploy new, and where necessary,
radical approaches to address squatting.

Squatter Management Policy
To this end, the Ministry is working on a comprehensive policy and implementation plan that will
provide the strategic direction for addressing squatting with the aim of cauterizing the practice
and fostering orderly development of land resources.
This policy will provide the enabling framework within which the Government can realize its wider
goal of access to affordable, safe and legal housing solutions for all Jamaicans. Madam Speaker,
we are going to Renew Jamaica.

National Survey of Squatter Settlements
Madam Speaker, even as we work to develop the policy to address squatting, we are cognizant
that over the years, attempts to address this situation in a meaningful way have been hampered
by, among other things, the lack of insufficient data to provide a true picture of the scope and
extent of unplanned settlements across Jamaica. A national survey was conducted in 2004
followed by a rapid assessment in 2008. But these studies, while providing useful general
estimates on the size of the informal settlements, oftentimes tended to be either underestimated
or exaggerated.
Madam Speaker, I can now report to this Honourable House that the Ministry is currently
undertaking a comprehensive National Survey of Squatter Settlements to accurately ascertain
the extent of squatting in the country.
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Madam Speaker, geospatial technology is being utilized to collect, process, and store data on
households and their associated settlements. The use of geospatial technology and mobile
mapping which is being done with the aid of tablets, is not only resulting in a reduction in the time
and cost to undertake the survey, it allows for easy processing of the data and identification of
settlement specific strategies and facilitate integrated planning with the climate change,
environmental and spatial data management portfolios of the Ministry.
To date, more than half the country has been surveyed. We have completed a total of 25,202
surveys across 219 settlements in Clarendon, St. Ann, Manchester, Trelawny, Hanover and St.
Elizabeth. Data collection has already commenced in St. Mary, Portland and St. Thomas.
Trends extrapolated from our survey are already confirming that squatting in some cases result
from the need to be close to economic opportunity, especially in areas where there is an inadequate
supply of affordable housing.
Madam Speaker, the extensive settlement data being collected will inform the Squatter
Management Policy, and even beyond that will be quite useful to our colleagues in local
government, social security, health, education to name a few.

Addressing Housing Vulnerability through the Housing Fund
Madam Speaker, in a Renewed Jamaica no one gets left behind.
Madam Speaker, one of the greatest ills in our country is the plight of the most vulnerable, living
in conditions not fit for our fellow Jamaicans.
The indigent, homeless and other vulnerable groups often depend on the kindness of others for
their daily survival. In some cases, their shelter is simply refashioned from scrap material, old
sheets of zinc, and pieces of board or cardboard boxes.
Madam Speaker, during my tours, I am confronted with the harsh reality of the living conditions
of many Jamaicans. So much more is left to be done. However, we must acknowledge the work
of the Ministry of Local Government, Minister Desmond McKenzie, and Municipalities like the
KSAMC and Mayor Williams for their work to manage indigent shelters and meal programmes for
the homeless.
Madam Speaker, despite our policy measures to boost housing supply, improve affordability and
regularize communities, there are some persons who are not able in their lifetime to afford
mortgage financing.
This is the sector of the population that needs us the most.
The Ministry through its Social Housing Programme seeks as best as possible to assist persons
through the provision of grants to repair existing structures and in special cases completely rebuild
homes that are destroyed or are in such a dilapidated condition as to render the occupants
functionally homeless.
In the last financial year (2020/2021) Madam Speaker, the Ministry committed assistance to 183
families through the Housing Fund amounting to over $60M. But we recognize that the need far
outstrips our support by multiples, and it will take a significant investment and a phased approach
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to adequately solve the shelter needs of our most vulnerable. So we intend, Madam Speaker, to
call on the Minister of Finance to structure additional support to advance our efforts and, where
possible, through the Climate Change Division, we will identify funding for the programme as a
mechanism for building climate resilience. Through the Housing Fund, we will continue to support
the most vulnerable families in Jamaica.

Amendment of the Rent Restriction Act
Madam Speaker, not every Jamaican can or desires to buy a home. So the rental sector is an
important element in the provision of safe, affordable and legal housing solutions. Mindful of this,
we recognize that there is need to modernize the archaic legislation to achieve a greater balance
between the interests of the landlord and tenant and to remedy longstanding issues in this sector,
and this Ministry is committed to protecting the interests of all parties who rely on a viable rental
sector.
In the 2020/2021 financial year, 1,353 complaints were dealt with by the Rent Services Unit, the
majority of which had to do with matters of harassment, arrears of rent, illegal increases in rent
and non-refund of security deposits.
Madam Speaker, when the original Rent Restriction Act was enacted, tenants were being
seriously disenfranchised. Though the Act has been amended eleven times, the latest being in
1983, the Act in its current state does not adequately address the challenges being faced by
landlords and tenants.
Madam Speaker, among the main amendments that are being proposed are:
● Guidelines for the use and refund of Security Deposit
● Bringing the matter of Recovery of Possession under the ambit of the Rent Assessment Board
● Notice to Quit
Guidelines for the use and refund of Security Deposit
The current Act does not make provisions for the collection and use of Security Deposits which
has become a standard practice. The amended act will see the introduction of guidelines in relation
to the collection and application of the monies.
Bringing the matter of Recovery of Possession under the ambit of the Rent Assessment Board
The matter of recovery of possession is currently being dealt with by the Parish Courts. There are
complaints of long waiting periods for courts to adjudicate. Oftentimes tenants leave owing several
months’ rent, to the disadvantage of landlords, many of whom rely on this rental as a means of
their income. The amendment will see the expansion of the powers of the Rent Assessment Board.
This would allow a landlord the option of having their matter heard either by the Parish Court or
the Rent Assessment Board. Additionally it is being proposed to limit the number of extensions of
length of stays or suspensions of order of possession that can be granted.
Notice to Quit
Thirdly, it is being proposed that owners, under the proposed amendments will be able to use their
intention to sell the property as a valid reason for a Notice to Quit for a tenant. This has been a
longstanding complaint of landlords.
To protect the interests of tenants, the landlords would be asked to submit proof of same.
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Madam Speaker, there has been extensive consultation and discussions with the Chief
Parliamentary Counsel. It is anticipated that the Bill will be submitted to Cabinet for consideration
and approval for Tabling in the Houses of Parliament before the end of this fiscal year

Real Estate (Dealers and Developers) Act
Madam Speaker, the Ministry is also pursuing amendments to the Real Estate (Dealers and
Developers) Act to give effect to the merger of the Real Estate Board, Commission of Strata
Corporations into the Real Estate Authority of Jamaica, as well as to address the new dynamics
of the industry that are not dealt with in the existing legislation.
The result will be a more efficient and streamlined business processes and overall improvements
in operations. Purchasers and investors will be afforded greater protection from such issues as
mismanagement, fraud, and failed developments. This will boost investor confidence and in turn
will stimulate greater investment in all areas including residential developments.
I am also pleased to report, Madam Speaker, that operationally, the Real Estate Board is also
aggressively pursuing a path to improve and standardize the quality of service offered by the
organization. To this end, it has commenced the procurement and implementation of a Client
Licensing and Management (Relationship) System, which will be the start of the automation of all
client processes.
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Madam Speaker, it has been some time coming but I am happy to announce that having heard
the cries and pleas of the proprietors in communities with shared facilities that are not governed
by the Registration (Strata Titles) Act, we are now moving to develop governing legislation.
Following extensive research and consultations, we now have drafting instructions issued that will
facilitate the crafting of the legislation.

STRATEGIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
Madam Speaker, sound research is critical to the formulation of any successful policy. The
Ministry is currently undertaking a research on the Housing Sector entitled “The Housing Sector The Case of Jamaica”. This study is projected to be completed by June 2021 and will provide an
extensive, historic overview of the housing sector and identify critical issues currently impacting
the housing sector. This study is aimed at informing data-driven solutions being promoted in our
housing policy.

Bull Bay and Weise Road
Following the passage of hurricanes Eta and Zeta in October 2020, the Weise Road and Shooters
Hill communities in Bull Bay were severely impacted by flood damage. A socio-economic survey
was conducted within the communities of Weise Road and Shooters Hill in Bull Bay, St. Andrew.
Arising from the socio-economic survey and multi-agency assessment completed for these
communities, the Ministry determined that disaster adaptation measures and relocation efforts
were needed to suitably rehabilitate the community.
Madam Speaker, a cost-benefit analysis done for two scenarios pertaining to Weise Road
indicates that with the people remaining, consequent to the necessary retrofitting and rehabilitative
work being done, the sum of approximately $648M would be required. And this does not include
the cost for annual maintenance. The second option which favours relocation estimates a one-off
sum of $962M.
Madam Speaker, we have taken action. The Ministry is now in the process of acquiring 12.14
hectares (30 acres) of land to facilitate the relocation of some 60 affected residents. [ZS4] This
will require the support of all relevant Ministries, Agencies and Departments to make it a timely
reality.
Madam Speaker, during the 2021/2022 fiscal year, it is anticipated that the Ministry will undertake
seven (7) more similar studies.

MHURECC Community Regularization
Currently within the Ministry, we have initiated a project to review all property accounts and in short
order a submission will be sent to Cabinet with a proposal for writing off of the smaller outstanding
balances so we can put more titles in the hands of the people. The Ministry will also be undertaking
subdivision surveys of 13 properties across the country to facilitate the creation of 563 lots. This
will allow us to regularize the tenure of the occupants and ultimately provide them with certificates
of title.
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These properties include:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Seaview Gardens Phase 2, 80-90 Maxfield Avenue and sections of Elletson Flats and
Drewsland all in Kingston and St. Andrew
Portmore Land known as Daniel Circle in St. Catherine
Canaan Heights, Sheckles Pen and Denbigh Crawle in Clarendon
Galleon Beach in St. Elizabeth
Farm Pen and the section of Glendevon known as Rough Road in St. James; and
Eden Park, Frontier and Pagee in St. Mary

Commencing this fiscal year, the Ministry will also begin the process to acquire 11 properties at a
negotiated cost of Two Hundred and Nine Million, Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($209,500,000)
to enable 925 households to be regularized.
The properties are:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Lot 2 Gordon Pen Road (Spanish Town and Passage Fort in St. Catherine:
13 properties in Portland Cottage Clarendon
Biscayne and Holland in St. Elizabeth
Orange Valley in Trelawny
Spicy Grove in Oracabessa St. Mary
Fairy Hill in Portland and
Lot 289 East Prospect, St. Thomas

Madam Speaker, this Government is improving security of tenure for our people. This is how WE
Renew Jamaica.
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AGENCIES OF THE HOUSING PORTFOLIO
JAMAICA MORTGAGE BANK
Madam Speaker, the Jamaica Mortgage Bank, JMB, is driven to mobilize financial resources for
on-lending to private and public sector developers and financial institutions. It is also tasked with
developing an active secondary mortgage market and providing mortgage indemnity insurance in
support of the national settlement goal.
To this effort they remain not only committed, but profitable, notwithstanding the economic climate.
In the 2020/2021 Financial Year JMB surpassed its budgeted pre-tax profits by 11%. This was
due to the Bank’s balance sheet remaining strong and boasts year on year growth in its
construction loan portfolio of over 50%.
For the 2019/2020 Financial Year, the JMB had 15 Projects totalling 333 Solutions under
management.
Madam Speaker, many persons who could otherwise afford the monthly payment for a mortgage,
struggle to find a deposit. The Mortgage Indemnity Insurance Programme offered by the Jamaica
Mortgage Bank breaks down this barrier to housing affordability. The Mortgage Indemnity
Insurance Programme indemnifies mortgage lenders up to 97% of the market value or the
purchase price, thereby reducing the deposit requirement on the sale price to 3%. And if you recall,
we are coming from a time where the required deposit was as high as 20%. The JMB is on a drive
to increase the utilization of the Mortgage Indemnity Insurance Programme with a view to sign up
all reputable Financial/Mortgage Institutions as approved lenders.
This Programme is, therefore, instrumental in reducing the deposit required when purchasing a
house, thus increasing access. Madam Speaker, because we care, this is how we Renew
Jamaica.
Madam Speaker, in keeping with the Government of Jamaica (GOJ) rationalization of public
bodies, the Cabinet granted approval for the privatization of the Jamaica Mortgage Bank (JMB).
Subsequently, Cabinet also approved the establishment of an Enterprise Team to oversee the
privatization of the JMB with the Development Bank of Jamaica Limited (DBJ) as Transaction
Managers.
To date, we have been working with the DBJ to bring this process to conclusion. Currently, a draft
Cabinet Submission outlining the proposed structure of the privatization and attendant measures
is being finalized. Madam Speaker, it is anticipated that the JMB/Bank will transition to become a
private entity by September 2021.
Madam Speaker, the JMB is a critical part of our national economic recovery as they continue to
support a robust construction sector and facilitate the development of safe and affordable housing,
within its market segment by contributing to this Government’s commitment to providing access
to 70,000 solutions over the next five years.
Madam Speaker, every solution counts in our effort to Renew Jamaica.

28

SECTORAL PRESENTATION 2021/22 THE HON. PEARNEL CHARLES JR., MP
Minister of Housing, Urban Renewal, Environment & Climate Change

HOUSING AGENCY OF JAMAICA LIMITED
Madam Speaker, this Administration in striving to achieve its target of 70,000 housing solutions
recognizes that the HAJ must be one of the principal vehicles for meeting this national mandate,
particularly in the low to middle income segment of the housing market. Consequently, the HAJ
has committed to providing approximately 14,000 housing solutions or 20% of the national target
over the next five years.
Let me acknowledge outgoing Managing Director Gary Howell for his more than 25 years of service
to the HAJ. I wish him well in his future endeavours.
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HAJ’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE 70,000 HOUSING SOLUTIONS
OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS
Hellshire View (Shooters Hill 1), St. Catherine
JV Partners: RiteSolutions Develpoment Ltd.

623

Catherine Estates (Bernard Lodge), St. Catherine
JV Partners: China Harbour Engineering Company

1,650

Edmund Ridge Estate (Rhyne Park), St. James
JV Partners: Henan Fifth Ltd.

772

Grange Pen (Brownfield), St. James

530

Mona Section 1, St. Andrew

50

Reid’s Pen, St. Catherine

148

Luana Gardens 4 Phase 3 - Section 1, St. Elizabeth

250

Green Pond - Phases 2 & 3, St. James

219

Grange Pen (Greenfield), St. James

1,634

81 Bay Farm Road Apts, St. Andrew

72

Penwood Road, St. Andrew

38

Clarks Town, Trelawny

800

Savannah Phase 2, St. Ann

150

Alexandria, St. Ann

137

Tower Hill – Regularization Project, St. Andrew

97

Remainder of Luana Gardens 4, St. Elizabeth

500

Land Bank

6,400

Total

14,070

Madam Speaker, during the 2021/2022 financial year the HAJ will achieve a total of 2,301 housing
starts and 1,560 deliveries:
HAJ 2021/2022 PROJECTED STARTS
Hellshire View (Shooters Hill) , St. Catherine

603

Luana Gardens 4 Phase 3 – Section 1, St. Elizabeth

250

Reids’ Pen, St. Catherine

148

Grange Pen Greenfield, St. James

1,300

HAJ 2021/2022 PROJECTED DELIVERIES
Catherine Estates, St. Catherine

350

Grange Pen Brownfield, St. James

535

Mona (Section 1), St. Andrew

50

Edmund Ridge Estate, St. James

625
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HAJ Public Private Partnerships
Public Private Partnerships (PPPs) and Joint Ventures (JVs) have proved vital in the housing
sector in Jamaica, as an alternative mode of procuring and financing infrastructure and housing
projects. This model is critical to the sharing of risk between government and Private Sector
developers, and benefits from the sharing of technical expertise. Madam Speaker, the HAJ has
accomplished a number of successful projects through Joint Venture Agreements with Private
Partners, the most recent of such projects being the Edmund Ridge Estates (formerly “Rhyne
Park”), the sales for which have now commenced, and which will see many tourism workers in
Jamaica’s North Coast accessing formal housing for the very first time.
This comprises:
● 535 Brownfield Solutions at Grange Pen, St. James.
● 400 Solutions at Edmund Ridge Estate (Rhyne Park)
● 50 Service Lots at Mona (Section 1)
● 350 solutions at Catherine Estates (Phase 1)

HAJ Regularizing Informal Communities
Madam Speaker, a primary mandate of HAJ is to regularize communities on behalf of the
Government of Jamaica.
The HAJ continues to address the issue of insecurity of tenure, through the issuing of certificates
of titles to eligible beneficiaries. Also, the Agency has engaged in collaborations with the Tourism
Enhancement Fund to assist in the regularization of 535 housing solutions at Grange Pen in St.
James through the construction of infrastructure including roads, water supply and electricity and
the issuance of property titles.
All of this effort, Madam Speaker, rolls into the work of a joint task force that has been established
to support the land titling efforts of the Ministry of Urban Renewal, Environment and Climate
Change (MHURECC) and the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation (MEGJC). The
taskforce has been charged to look at untraditional yet effective methods to issue titles more
rapidly and en masse.
Madam Speaker, this is a major part of how we Renew Jamaica.

HAJ Land Titling Campaign
The Housing Agency of Jamaica Ltd. will be designing a pilot project, with the support of the
National Land Agency, to do mass issuance of titles. Currently, the Agency has 7,732 in its vault.
The Agency has been assiduously trying to issue titles to residents from communities formerly
incorporated under the now defunct Operation P.R.I.D.E. project. Though many of these
communities enjoy significant reductions in land purchase cost, some residents still find it difficult
to pay or choose not to prioritize payment for these lands for a myriad of reasons.
The implementation of this pilot will do something new. Instead of the Agency trying to make
contact with the residents, this pilot will have the residents make contact with the HAJ through an
intensive social marketing campaign.
Two communities will be selected for the pilot. There will be a call for residents within the defined
communities to come to specified locations, near their communities, to finalize payment for their
lot and get their title within a defined period, after which lots will be eligible for sale and/or the lot
price will be increased.
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If these two communities are a success, the project will be introduced to other communities.
However, again, the largest support for this initiative will be the public support from you the
members in this room. I will lead the charge in terms of campaign, but without your consistent
support within your constituencies, the titles will remain in the vault at the HAJ.
We will renew this country by building Jamaica, one community at a time.

PROJECTS & TECHNICAL SERVICES – MHURECC
Madam Speaker, the Technical Services arm of the Ministry also adds to the supply of housing
solutions in building out residual lots in our urban and rural schemes, as well as, in the development
of greenfield sites and the regularization of brownfield developments.

URBAN RENEWAL
Madam Speaker, we live in a world of cities. For the first time in our history as a planet—more
people live in cities than outside of them. By 2030, 60% of Jamaicans will live in urban areas.
Cities are the incubators of our greatest talents and ideas. Indeed, Kingston, city of reggae music,
has made a profound cultural impact on the entire world.
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Our cities are not just growing and expanding, they are becoming even more dense. Urban
populations are fast outgrowing the infrastructure and public services like sewerage, water supply,
green spaces, social services originally designed to support communities and local economies.
Major cities are challenged with decaying infrastructure and services, overcrowding and unplanned
settlements, which in the long term will lead to deepening social and economic inequities,
environmental degradation and increased susceptibility to natural hazards, worsened all the more
by the threat of climate change.
This is the context for our need for urban renewal; it is a roadmap for developing cities equipped
for a sustainable, climate resilient future.
Simply put, urban renewal is targeted, government-led interventions in urban spaces that improve
the quality of life of affected communities by revitalizing their economic and social conditions.
Madam Speaker, Urban Renewal in Jamaica is not a new idea. Successive administrations in
Jamaica have implemented various interventions targeting focus areas in Kingston and beyond,
aimed at improving physical infrastructure and the quality of life.

Renewed Way of Thinking about Cities
For us to renew Jamaica, we must renew the way we think about our cities.
Urban renewal is not merely cosmetic, but it is an essential tool to RENEW JAMAICA and address
the challenges in our society that have either been spawned or exacerbated by crime—or the
cumulative economic impact of effects of degraded urban spaces.
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Madam Speaker, urban renewal can be a tool to re-build social equity and renew our sense
of public safety.

A Socially Inclusive City
A renewed city is a socially inclusive city.
This means that no child should live too far from a park they can play in. It means that children
who, now in the age of COVID-19, have to transition their learning online—should be able to have
access to internet connectivity in public places.
Inclusivity also means that our sidewalks and roadways, civic buildings and parks should be easily
accessed by anyone from disabled communities.
Everyone must be included.

Urban Renewal and Public Safety
Urban Renewal is also critical to making Jamaica a safer place to live.
We are in a moment, colleagues, of necessary and urgent attention to the safety of women and
girls especially as they walk the streets and make their way home and even at stop lights where
they face harassment.
Our Ministry has begun to look into designing a programme for public safety that is rooted in urban
renewal principles. Such an approach aims not only to make urban centres safer to live, work and
play in—but to incentivize economic investment, simply by virtue of communities being safer to
do business in.

Integration of Urban Renewal
The positioning of urban renewal with housing, climate change and environment is a deliberate
move intended to enhance policy coherence across portfolio areas and to overhaul the existing
governance framework that guides the planning and management of our urban spaces. We cannot
afford not to consider development in this inter-related way.
Through this strategic integration within the Ministry, this government aims to promote the
revitalization of communities and local urban economies, the restoration of urban infrastructure,
and to consciously incorporate environmentally sustainable, adaptive and mitigated strategies into
urban development.

Building out the Urban Renewal Arm of the Ministry
Madam Speaker, my Ministry now has the approval from the Ministry of Finance to build out an
Urban Renewal Division and put action behind our vision. In the coming months, we intend to fill
these positions and pick up the pace of the work that we are doing with more hands on deck.
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PROPOSED PROGRAMMES AND INITIATIVES
In these short eight months, we have already begun national conversations, identifying innovative
approaches that will help to shape a clear vision of urban renewal in Jamaica. In October 2020,
my Ministry hosted a Strategic Visioning Session with urban shapers and thinkers from various
fields, Chambers of Commerce, Municipal Corporations, and academia to discuss current and
potential approaches to make urban spaces more livable.
Madam Speaker, we want to expand this conversation into a structured framework. That is why
I will appoint an Urban Renewal Task Force to identify integrated urban renewal strategies to
revitalize our urban areas.

Whole of Government Approach to Urban Renewal
Madam Speaker, we are off to a good start, but we can’t solve all the problems facing our cities alone.
The sustainable development of Jamaica will take a whole of government approach. To do this,
we are forging strategic partnerships between government agencies; community organizations,
the private sector and multilateral organizations to identify ways to harness the human, social,
economic, cultural and environmental capital that exists within these spaces to build out
sustainable communities.
From agriculture to industry and commerce, to tourism to our cultural and creative industries—
their very success relies on a well-functioning urban centre where innovation and efficiency thrives.

Key Stakeholder Meetings
So we are forging partnerships with the Urban Development Corporation (UDC) as well as the
Kingston and St. Andrew Municipal Corporation (KSAMC) critical partners in urban development
explore new opportunities for community renewal.

Comprehensive Policy for Urban Renewal
Madam Speaker, our collaborative initiatives will be integrated into a comprehensive policy for
urban renewal and will map the future direction of strategic urban re-development. To fund this
effort, through the Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ), we have commenced discussions with
the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to obtain support for the formulation of the urban
renewal policy.

Future Action
Madam Speaker, our urban renewal policy framework will not be designed in a vacuum, but it
will be informed by on the ground engagement.
●

During this fiscal year, my team and I will be visiting various urban centres across the island
to garner a better understanding of the unique challenges facing each community. We will also
be hosting public consultations to identify areas in critical need of urban renewal interventions
and bring attention to specially declared urban renewal zones.

●

Madam Speaker, in an effort to engage with citizens and build public awareness about urban
renewal you will also see the Ministry undertaking placemaking projects at strategic points
across our urban centres.
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●

We will also be partnering with various organizations to redevelop or renovate some of our
iconic landmarks to incentivize re-investment in some areas, and ease the commercial
pressure and traffic congestion in some instances.

●

We are targeting investment in various low-cost but high-impact projects including: the
rehabilitation of public spaces including green areas, parks and recreational spaces and the
provision of WiFi hot-spot zones.

●

Madam Speaker, in 2015, Kingston was declared a UNESCO Creative City of Music. And that
same creative spirit is behind our bold and ambitious plans to transform not just Kingston—
but all our urban areas into a world class city. We recognize the hard work of Mayor Delroy
Williams and his team at KSAMC and their partnership with Kingston Creative to paint the city
and transform the face of the streets of Kingston. We intend to support these efforts and
integrate cultural and creative industry-led initiatives into our urban renewal strategy—
particularly through the creation and rehabilitation of public spaces that can become centres
of innovation and creative entrepreneurship.

Madam Speaker, now more than any other time in our history—is the right time, and the urgent
time—to redevelop and retool our cities for the future. Now is the time to seize the opportunities
before us: to reposition Kingston and Montego Bay as global cities by strategically investing in our
people, the right technologies, and leveraging the creative economy.
Madam Speaker, we envision that in a renewed Jamaica, our urban centres are inclusive, safe,
vibrant, sustainable places that provide our children with every change to play and learn, that
allows workers full access to economic opportunities for self-advancement and businesses every
opportunity to succeed.
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I am confident that starting with the new thinking and new approach to development in this most
critical moment of our lives, together, through Urban RENEWAL, we will renew Jamaica.

CLOSING STATEMENT
Madam Speaker, in closing, when change meets purpose we can achieve renewal. This renewal
demands a firm resolve to integrate resilience and sustainability in every sector, to collaborate
with the private stakeholders and international partners and to engage every Jamaican on this
mission to renew Jamaica.
If half of our people plant 1 tree on Labour Day, we would’ve achieved half of our tree planting
target.
If every Jamaican recycles 1 plastic bottle per week we would’ve removed one hundred and fifty
six million plastic bottles from our landfills, gullies and marine ecosystem.
If half of Kingston & St. Andrew homes use rainwater to flush toilets and for irrigation, we will save
enough money to send several children to school with food and resources to aid learning.
If we think, act and do things differently, we’re already on our way to a renewed Jamaica.
We can do this. We must do this.
Our children depend on us, Our country expects this of us, Our Future demands this of us.
With the Grace of God it is up to us.
If not us, then who? If not now, then when?
I invite every member of this Honorable House and all Jamaicans at home and abroad to join with
the Ministry of Housing, Urban Renewal, Environment and Climate Change as we work to reNEW
Jamaica, land we love.
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