Interest of Jamaicans to be Protected
in Mobay Road Project - PM
P
rime minster the most
Hon. Andrew Holness is
assuring that operations
under the montego Bay
Perimeter Road Project will
remain transparent, and that
the best interest of the
Jamaican people will remain at
the forefront.
“We have ensured that we
have put in place conditions
that will be beneficial to the
people of Jamaica. ninety per
cent of the employment on the
contract must be Jamaican,
the workers on the contract
must be paid at the JIC (Joint
Industrial Council) rate, that is
the industry standard rates,”
mr. Holness said.
He was speaking during
the sitting of the House of
Representatives on may 11,
where both the Public Procurement national Development
Project/montego Bay Perimeter
Road Project Order 2021 and the
Public Procurement national
Development Project/montego

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness
Bay Perimeter Road Project
Order 2021 Resolution were
approved.

Key stipulations under the
Order include the project’s
exemption from provisions

under the Public Procurement
Act, once approved as a
national Development Project.
The Prime minister pointed
out that local contractors will
benefit.
“my expectations … is that
there will be significant subcontracting happening here so
Jamaican contractors will benefit from this,” mr. Holness
said.
He informed that he had
no objection to the Integrity
Commission being involved in
the pre-contracting phase, as
the commission will be part of
a multi-sectoral team that is
tasked with ensuring fairness
and transparency.
The project, to be executed by China Harbour
engineering Company Limited
(CHeC), will entail construction
of the perimeter road, rehabilitation of Barnett street and
West Green Avenue, and
development of the Long Hill
Bypass.

$ 1 Billion Allocated for ‘Go Digital” Initiative
THE MINISTRY of Industry,
Investment and Commerce has
earmarked $1 billion to fund
the ‘Go Digital’ initiative, being
spearheaded by the Jamaica
Business Development Corporation (JBDC) to support
small businesses.
speaking in the 2021/22
sectoral Debate in the House
on may 11, Portfolio minister,
Hon. Audley shaw, said the
initiative is being undertaken
in recognition of the critical
need for the digital transformation of the business landscape, particularly micro,
small and medium-sized
enterprises (msmes), in light
of the impact of the COVID19 pandemic.
“The organisation reports
that among other COVID-19induced adverse impacts,

some 34 per cent of its
clients experienced a reduction in sales and 22 per cent
had to close temporarily,” mr.
shaw informed
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Against this background,
the minister said the JBDC
has responded with a number

of strategic actions to support
the small business sector.
“Chief among these being
the accelerated use of digital
and online options to facilitate
both e-commerce and business development services,”
mr. shaw noted.
He advised that the funds
for the ‘Go Digital’ initiative
have been provided from the
$5 billion allocated to the
ministry from the Government’s $60-billion social and
economic Recovery and
Vaccine (seRVe) Programme.
“This is in addition to the
support already provided
under the COVID Allocation of
Resources for employees
(CARe) Programme for the
small business sector,” he further indicated.

$1.02 Billion for Agricultural Production
Incentive Programme
A sum of $1.02 billion has
been allocated under the
Production Incentive Programme to boost the
capacity of farmers and
fishers during the 2021/22
financial year.

Despite the
challenges
caused by the
COVID-19
pandemic, the
agriculture sector
continued on a
positive trajectory
minister of Agriculture
and Fisheries, Hon. Floyd
Green, made the disclosure
during his sectoral Debate
presentation in the House of
Representatives on may 12.
He informed that the
funds will be used to facilitate crop and livestock support, climate change adaptation and mitigation, infrastructure support, grant
assistance/agricultural promotions, buy-back programme and equipment.
The crops and livestock
to benefit from support
under
the
Production
Incentive Programme are
Irish potato, onion, strawberry, yam, dasheen, cocoa,

mr. shaw said a key
engagement being embarked
on under the ‘Go Digital’ initiative is the establishment of
a business resource centre
through
a
partnership
between the JBDC and
sagicor Bank, which will provide msme funding support.

Persons 50 Years and Older Can
Now Register To Receive Vaccine

PeRsOns 50 years and
older are now eligible to
register to receive the coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine.
This is down from the
previous 60 years and older
requirement.
The
announcement
was made by the minister
of Health and Wellness, Dr.
the
Hon.
Christopher
Tufton, during the weekly
virtual COVID Conversations
press briefing on may 13.
“We will continue to set
appointments for persons
in other priority groups to
receive their dose of the
AstraZeneca vaccines,” he
noted.
Healthcare
workers;
members of the Jamaica
Constabulary Force (JCF);
Jamaica Defence Force
(JDF); Jamaica Fire Brigade
(JFB); Passport, Immigration
and Citizenship Agency
(PICA); the Department of
Correctional
services;
Jamaica Customs; tourism
workers and teachers are
also eligible to receive the
vaccine.
Vaccination appointments can be made through
the ministry’s website at
www.moh.gov.jm or the

Minister of Health and
Wellness, Dr. the Hon.
Christopher Tufton, addresses
the weekly virtual COVID
Conversations press briefing on May 13.
national vaccination hotline
876-888-OneLOVe/888663-5683.
members of the public
who have received the first
dose of the vaccine are
reminded that they are not
fully protected until they get
the second dose.
As such, they must
continue to observe all the
infection-prevention and
control measures. These
include mask wearing,
maintaining social distance
of six feet or more, exercise, frequent handwashing
with soap and water or
using hand sanitiser.

Institutions Urged to Get Ready for July
Implementation of Microcredit Act
mInIsTeR OF state in the
ministry
of
Industry,
Investment and Commerce,
Dr. the Hon. norman Dunn,
is encouraging microfinance institutions (mFIs) to
get
ready
for
the
microcredit Act, which, he
says, will become effective
in July this year.
The microcredit Act
2021, which was passed in
January of this year, aims to
license and regulate microcredit institutions that provide financing to individuals
and micro, small and
medium-sized enterprises
(msmes).
The legislation seeks to,
among other things, license
mFIs and bring them under
the regulatory supervisions
of the Bank of Jamaica
(BOJ); protect consumers by
discouraging
microcredit
institutions from lending
money at excessive interest
rates; and promote greater
transparency through the disclosure of lending rates and
other terms of loan products.
Dr. Dunn, who was
addressing a webinar hosted

Minister of State in the Ministry of Industry, Investment
and Commerce, Dr. the Hon. Norman Dunn addressing
the webinar hosted by the Jamaica Association for
Micro-Financing (JamFin) on May 13.
by the Jamaica Association
for micro-Financing (JamFin)
on may 13, said that the
legislation will formalise
mFIs, while creating greater
oversight for the industry,
and also provide greater
credibility to the institutions.
He said the Government
has allowed time for entities
to get ready.
“There is going to be a
commencement date… in
July, but you will also have a
12-month transition period

within which to submit applications for licensing to the
BOJ,” he noted.
Dr. Dunn said that the
operational activities required
to support the implementation of the new law are
already in train, and these
include plans for public education and sensitisation on
the provisions of the microcredit Act, the licensing
requirements, and the licensing rules and regulations.

Schools Reopen for Face-to-Face Classes
Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. Floyd Green,
makes his presentation in the 2021/22 Sectoral Debate in
the House of Representatives, on May 12.
hot pepper, cassava, ginger,
pineapple, lime, vegetables
and small ruminants (goats
and sheep).
minister Green said
research shows that these
crops have strong internal
and external markets and
have the potential to grow
the agriculture sector.
During the 2020/2021
financial year, 7,428 crop
farmers and 1,434 livestock
farmers benefited under the
programme.
meanwhile, despite the
challenges caused by the

COVID-19 pandemic, the
agriculture sector continued
on a positive trajectory,
moving from production of
689,080 tonnes in 2019 to
697,679 tonnes in 2020,
reflecting growth of 1.2 per
cent for the period.
mr. Green said that the
level of production was
notably the highest on
record, surpassing the previous highest level in 1996
when total output was
695,050 tonnes.
For more JIS News
visit www.jis.gov.jm

Minister of Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Fayval Williams (centre), and
Principal, Dunoon Park Technical High School, Shawn Aarons (right), observe as grade
11 student, Jadon Simpson, washes her hands at a handwashing station on the school
compound on May 10. The Minister visited the institution to observe the resumption of
face-to-face classes.
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