
aN aDDiTiONaL 150 social 
workers are to be employed 
by the child Protection and 
family services agency 
(cPfsa) to meet the growing 
needs of the sector. 
      This was announced by 
state minister in the ministry 
of Education, Youth and 
information, Hon. Robert 
morgan, at the agency’s vir-
tual quarterly press briefing 
on april 21. 
      mr. morgan said this is 
part of the second phase of 
the merger of the child 
Development agency (cDa) 
and the Office of the 
children’s Registry (OcR) to 
form the cPfsa. 
      He noted that the agency 
continues work to strengthen 
the child protection sector, 
citing the upgrading of facilities 
as a primary objective. 
      as part of these efforts, 
the agency has commissioned 
several internal and external 
safety reviews and audits to 
assess the current facilities, 
including any safety and 
security concerns and are 
making recommendations to 
central Government to make 
improvements. 
      “One of the areas identi-
fied is the upgrading of fire-
safety equipment and training 

for children and staff in fire 
safety. This recommendation 
is being actioned through a 
memorandum of Under-
standing (mOU) with the 
ministry of Education and 
supreme Ventures foun-
dation for the upgrading of 
fire-safety equipment in chil-
dren’s homes across the 
island to the tune of $40      
million over three years,” mr. 
morgan noted. 
      To date, he said, 
improvement work has been 
completed at 15 homes, with 
another 15 being undertaken 
currently.  

caBiNET Has given its 
approval for amendments to 
be made to the Domestic 
Violence act that will serve to 
strengthen the law. 
      This was disclosed by 
minister of culture, Gender, 
Entertainment and sport, 
Hon. Olivia Grange, during a 
statement to the House of 
Representatives on april 20. 
she said among the legisla-
tive changes is the inclusion 
of a definition of the term 
domestic violence in the act. 
      she further informed that 
the proposed amendments 
will expand the category of 
people who will be allowed to 
apply for protection orders on 
behalf of an abused person. 
      “We will also expand the 
conduct or behaviours that 
the court may prohibit the 
respondent from engaging in 
under a protection order. This 

will include a prohibition on 
taking possession of or dam-
aging a property that the vic-
tim may have an interest in, as 
well as directing the perpetra-
tor to pay compensation for 
monetary loss incurred by the 
victim, as a direct result of 
conduct that amounted to 
domestic violence, and also 
directing the perpetrator to 
relinquish firearm licence, 
firearms or other weapons to 
the police and other orders 
that the court may deem 
appropriate,” ms. Grange 
explained. 
      The minister also 
informed that amendments 
will be made to the act to 
widen the threshold to be met 
in obtaining protection orders 
from the court and also to 
increase the penalty for 
breach of a protection order.  

PRIME MINISTER the 
most Hon. andrew 
Holness says Jamaica 

has enhanced its nationally 
determined contribution to 
target a 60 per cent reduction 
in greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2030. 

      “We, like all small island 
Developing states (siDs) and 
many developing countries, 
remain committed to advanc-
ing climate action and we are 
determined to build forward 
stronger, better and greener,” 

he said, while addressing the 
opening of a two-day virtual 
Leaders summit on climate, 
on april 22. 
      mr. Holness said Jamaica 
is also “greatly encouraged 
by the United states (Us) 
announcement to cut emis-
sion by half”, and is heartened 
that the Us has rejoined the 
Paris agreement, which is an 
important expression of glob-
al solidarity for climate action. 
      The Prime minister 
stressed that it is critical that 
the world’s commitment of 
Us$100 billion per year to 
support climate action in 
developing countries is not 
only honoured but that the 
ambition be increased and 
major emitters should con-
tribute more to its financing. 
      in the meantime, mr. 
Holness called for the scaling 
up of debt for climate adapta-
tion swaps to simultaneously 
address climate crises and 
the systematic debt issues 
affecting already burdened 
developing countries. 
      “Jamaica has great 
sprinters and we know that a 

great start does not guaran-
tee a win. it requires momen-
tum-building – in this case, an 
accessible and equitable cli-
mate finance mechanism. We 
have raised our ambition and 
now call on major economies 
to step up and sprint with us 

to the finish line,” he added. 
      a total of 40 leaders from 
around the world, including 
mr. Holness and Prime 
minister of antigua and 
Barbuda, Gaston Browne, 
were invited as key voices in 
the climate fight. 

Jamaica Commits to Reducing 
Greenhouse Emissions 

40,000 Persons to Get Second 
Dose of Vaccine in May

miNisTER Of Health and 
Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
christopher Tufton, says 
40,000 Jamaicans are to 
receive their second dose of 
the cOViD-19 vaccine in 
may. 
      speaking in the House 
of Representatives on april 
21, the minister said per-
sons who are to receive the 
second dose of the vaccine 
will be contacted by tele-
phone or sent a reminder by 
text message. He added 
that they may also call the 
ministry’s 888-ONE-LOVE 
hotline number. 
      “We have a database 
with your information, so 
you will get a text on your 
phone. You also have a card 
that was given when you 
received the first dose, 
which gives you the date 
and, therefore, you should 
know based on that card, 
but beyond that, you could 
call the 888-ONE-LOVE 
number or visit the same 
facility where you got the 
first dose, at the date and 
time specified on the vacci-
nation card,” he said. 
      The minister encour-
aged those who have 
received their first dose to 

continue adhering to the 
protocols that have been 
set out by the Government 
to minimise the spread of 
the virus.  
      “it is not a licence to act 
in defiance of the protocol. 
it is very important that we 
wear the mask, practise 
physical distancing and 
sanitise,” he said. 
      Dr. Tufton reminded 
Jamaicans that one dose of 
the vaccine does not offer 
full protection. more than 
135,000 Jamaicans have 
received the first dose of the 
astraZeneca vaccine. 

Minister of Health and 
Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher Tufton

Minister of Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport, 
Hon. Olivia Grange

US$2 Billion in Tourism 
Investments over Next Two Years
Jamaica is poised to ben-
efit from some Us$2 billion 
in foreign and local direct 
tourism investments over 
the next two years. 
      Tourism minister, Hon. 
Edmund Bartlett, said that 
these projects will yield 
more than 7,000 new hotel 
rooms and generate more 
than 20,000 new full and 
part-time jobs. 
      He was delivering the 
opening 2021/22 sectoral 
Debate presentation in the 
House of Representatives 
on april 20. 
      among the projects are 
2,000 hotel rooms to be 
developed in Westmoreland 
by the Princess Hotels 
group at a cost of Us$580 
million, two projects by a 
spanish developer to con-
struct just over 1,000 hotel 
rooms in st. ann at a cost of 
Us$350 million, and 950 
new rooms by sandals 

Resorts international in st. 
ann at a cost of Us$300 mil-
lion. 
      Other scheduled devel-
opments include the H-10 
Group’s construction of an 
additional 440 rooms in 
Trelawny; 300 rooms to be 
completed at the Wyndham 
Kingston Hotel; 168 rooms 
at the Rock Hotel, also in 
Kingston; and a further 72 at 
sandals Negril. 
      “Our goal to dramatical-
ly increase the number of 
hotel rooms is still on track, 
and i can safely say that 90 
per cent of the planned 
investments are still on tar-
get,” mr. Bartlett pointed 
out. 
      The minister said these 
engagements are in addition 
to the Us$7.5-billion Har-
mony cove development in 
Trelawny, which is scheduled 
to begin in the current fiscal 
year.

Tourism Minister, Hon. Edmund Bartlett, speaking in 
the House of Representatives on April 20

Minister of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, the Hon. Floyd Green, 
cuts an East Indian  mango, 
which was among  4,710 kilo-
grams of mangoes shipped to 
the United Kingdom (UK) from 
the Norman Manley Inter-
national Airport in Kingston on 
April 22.  The mangoes were 
exported by local fresh food 
producers Native Nature, Dussard 
Trading, Tropical Foods, Carita 
Jamaica Limited and Wah Gwaan 
Foods (Yam Man) Jamaica 
Limited.   
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More Social Workers to Be Employed By CPFSA 

State Minister in the Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Information, Hon. Robert Morgan

“One of  
the areas 

identified is 
the upgrading 
of fire-safety 
equipment 

and training 
for children 
and staff in 
fire safety.

Mr. Holness called 
for the scaling up 
of debt for climate 
adaptation swaps 
to simultaneously 
address climate 
crises and the  

systematic debt 
issues affecting 

already burdened 
developing 
countries. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness highlights 
a point while addressing the virtual Leaders Summit on 
Climate, on April 22. 
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