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PARLIAMENTARY STATEMENT  

Delivered by the Minister of Health & Wellness 

Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton, MP, 

Tuesday, March 30, 2021 at 2:00 PM 

 

Madam Speaker, I rise in this Honourable House to provide an update on 

Jamaica’s Vaccination Response. Worldwide, we see where over 128 million 

cases of COVID19 infection recorded worldwide, and 2.9 million deaths, 

vaccination as a response to containing the disease is critical to get our lives 

back to normal.  

 

Currently in Jamaica, Madam Speaker, we have recorded in excess of 

38,000 confirmed cases of COVID19 and 586 deaths. With this in mind, 

we recognize that as part of the country’s response to the pandemic, 

vaccination is crucial. 

 

Madam Speaker, my goal today is, therefore, is to update this Honourable 

House and the country on the progress made in regards of the Vaccine 

Implementation Plan. 

 

Madam Speaker, Jamaica began its vaccination exercise on Wednesday, March 

10, 2021. As of March 29, we have vaccinated 37, 508 persons across the island 

with the following breakdown: 

 

Week 1 – 16, 096 – This represents 94% of target 

Week 2 – 13, 244 – This represents 116% of target 

So far for week 3 – 8,168 – This represents 42% of target 
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Upcoming Vaccination Sessions for March 29- April 2, 2021 

 

Madam Speaker, for current week, the Ministry will continue its drive to 

inoculate persons 75 years and older. Members of this cohort are invited to 

make appointment by visiting www.moh.gov.jm or calling 888-ONE-LOVE 

(888-663-5683).  

 

Madam Speaker, an important note to our seniors, is that they may ask a friend, 

relative or a healthcare provider to assist them with booking an appointment.   

For those persons who have already submitted their names to their Healthcare 

Provider or Senior Citizens Associations and they are over the age of 75 years, 

they do not need to apply again.  Once these lists have been submitted to us, 

we are making provision for your appointment to be made. 

Additionally, Madam Speaker, we have begun to vet our list of elderly who are 

registered with the National Health Fund (NHF)  to identify those persons who 

are 75 years and older with multiple comorbidities. These persons will be 

contacted by phone and if they have not yet made an appointment they will be 

invited to do so, once there are available appointment slots. 

 

Madam Speaker, members of the public, who are 75 years and older must have 

an appointment before visiting a vaccination site. Once they come to the site, 

they will be asked to present a Government-issued ID or a letter from a Justice 

of the Peace testifying to their age. 

 

Additionally, Madam Speaker, in keeping with the Vaccination 

Implementation Plan, the Ministry of Health & Wellness will continue to 

vaccinate other members of the priority groups we would have announced 

previously – (healthcare workers, JCF, JDF, and Government Officials over 60 

years.) 
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Vaccination Blitz 

 

Madam Speaker, on Saturday, March 27, 2021, the Ministry of Health and 

Wellness hosted its first vaccination Blitz at the National arena. This was the 

first in a series of mass vaccination plans by the Ministry to vaccinate 1,000 

person in a day at a single location. Madam Speaker, the Ministry is currently 

vaccinating persons 75 years and over islandwide, with a reserve list to include 

members of the Jamaica fire brigade and persons over 60 years.  

 

Madam Speaker, though the Ministry made provisions to vaccinate 1,000 

persons last Saturday, only 662 registrations were received through the 

Ministry’s vaccination appointment platform. At the end of the day, we 

recorded 647 persons vaccinated at the location, with no wastage from open 

vails.  

 

Madam Speaker, allow me to commend the Health teams from the Ministry 

and the South East Regional Health Authority who were on the ground on 

Saturday, along with the Jamaica Defense Force, Jamaica Constabulary Force 

and the Private Sector team. These groups were integral in the planning and 

execution of the day’s activity and contributed tremendously on the day to 

make it the success that it was.  

 

Madam Speaker, the Ministry will host a second vaccination Blitz on Saturday, 

April 3, 2021 at the National Arena. We have put in place measures to increase 

the number of persons over 75 who registers to be vaccinated. This includes 

working with five (5) Members of Parliament in Kingston and St Andrew who 

have been engaged to register and bring elderly persons from their constituency 

to be inoculated. 
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Madam Speaker, the intention of the Ministry is to host 25 Vaccination Blitz 

over the next three months. The locations for the Vaccination Blitz planned for 

the weekend of April 9 includes: 

1. The National Arena (Kingston and St Andrew) 

2. Celebration Church (Portmore) 

3. SDC Office St. Thomas 

4. Montego Bay Convention Centre (St James) 

5. Lucea Anglican Church (Hanover) 

6. Denbigh Show Ground (Clarendon) 

7. St Mark’s Anglican Parish Church (Manchester) 

8. St Matthews Anglican Parish Church (St Elizabeth) 

9. Bahia Principe Resort (St Ann) 

10. Trelawny Multi-Purpose Centre 

11. Gayle Civic Centre (St Mary) 

12. Folly Oval (Portland) 

 

Madam Speaker, the Ministry will continue to review other locations to be used 

as Vaccination Blitz sites. 

 

Madam Speaker, the special approach moving forward will include working 

with the Electoral Office of Jamaica, MPs and Councilors to assist with the 

identification, registration and logistics of moving the targeted groups to the 

relevant vaccination sites. However, the option of persons registering online 

through the Ministry of Health and Wellness Website and through our National 

Vaccination Hotline still remains. 

 

Madam Speaker, direct contact will be made with MPs and the Municipal 

Corporations to provide more information in this regard. 
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Additional Supply of Vaccines 

Madam Speaker, the Ministry expects to receive its third shipment of 

COVID19 vaccinates later this week. The Ministry of Health and Wellness 

through our procuring agent, the National Health Fund, and in collaboration 

with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade have been working 

assiduously to ensure the supply of safe vaccines for the Jamaican people. This 

House may recall, Madam Speaker, that Jamaica has previously received 

64,400 doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine. The first batch was received as a gift 

from the Republic of India. The second batch of 14,400 was received as part 

of Jamaica’s involvement the COVAX facility. Of note, Madam Speaker, is 

that Jamaica was the first in the region to receive a shipment of vaccines from 

through COVAX. 

 

On Thursday, April 1, Madam Speaker, Jamaica is expected to receive 75,000 

doses of Astra Zeneca Vaccines through the African Medical Supply Platform. 

These doses will aid significantly in the country’s quest to vaccinate our elderly 

population, who are the ones most at risk.  

 

Madam Speaker, there are other supply opportunities that are being pursued by 

the Government with the clear Policy instruction that all vaccines supplied to 

the country must be approved by the stated Stringent Approval Authority: that 

being the WHO, the European Authority and the FDA. 

  

Madam Speaker, while we await approval of vaccines, the strategic posture of 

the Government has been to make every effort to ensure that we engage with 

all manufactures through bi-lateral or direct contact.  This is to ensure that as 

soon as vaccines are approved that shipment can be guaranteed. 

 

Madam Speaker, I too have received my first dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine, 

as many of my parliamentary colleagues on both sides of the isle have. I join 

with the thousands of Jamaicans to salute our healthcare workers, who 
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continues to exemplify superior customer service and compassion when 

administering the vaccine. Many Jamaicans as we are well aware, although 

trusting of the healthcare system, have a low compliance, as it relates to visiting 

the doctor, so our doctors, public health nurses, community health aides  and 

administrative staff have made the vaccination process seamless and 

comfortable. 

 

COVID-19 Protocols After 1st Dose  

Madam Speaker, I wish to remind those who have been vaccinated that though 

you have received your first dose, you must receive your second dose to be 

fully inoculated. With this in mind, you must continue to observe all the 

infection prevention and control measures. These include mask wearing, 

maintaining social distance of six feet or more, exercise frequent handwashing 

or use hand sanitizer. The provisions under the Disaster Risk Management 

Orders must also be adhered to. 

 

Madam Speaker, we recognize the urgency to have the population vaccinated 

within the shortest period of time, but as the Public Health Authority, there can 

be no short cuts for safety.  Madam Speaker, we note the science that is now 

in the public domain and the fact that more than one vaccine manufacturers 

have completed third phase trials and are at the cusp of being approved for 

Emergency Use by the WHO.  While there is a level of certainty for some that 

are on the lists, you can be assured that the Government has been engaging 

with these partners ready to ensure supply once we have been notified of their 

compliance with safety and efficacy requirements by the relevant authority.  

 

I thank you. 

 

Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton, MP 

Minister of Health & Wellness 


