
THE NATIONAL Housing 
Trust (nHT) plans to 
invest $57.7 billion to 

facilitate commencement of 
8,513 housing solutions and 
completion of 7,043 units by 
March 31, 2022. 

      

The information is con-
tained in the Jamaica Public 
Bodies estimates of revenue 
and expenditure for the year 
ending March 2022. 

      

The nHT’s plans include, 
the commencement of con-
struction on units in Albion, 
st. Thomas and Point, Hanover 
under the Guaranteed Pur-
chase Programme, as well as 
solutions at Mount nelson, 
Manchester; fontabelle, West- 
moreland; and rasta City, 
Kingston. 

      

Additionally, the solutions 
scheduled to be completed 
include, Colbeck Castle Phase 
one and two, st. Catherine; 

friendship Phase one, st. 
elizabeth; and ruthven road 
Phase one, Kingston.        

The planned level of capital 
expenditure includes the dis-
bursement of 12,083 mort-

gage loans under different 
programmes, including build 
on own land, open market, 
construction, joint mortgage 
finance and house lot loans. 

      

Meanwhile, the nHT will 
continue to provide special 
subsidies and grants amounting 
to $1.6 billion. This allocation 
will include provision for com-
munity renewal projects and 
mortgage subsidy aimed at 
increasing access to benefits 
by contributors in the lower 
income bands. 

      

Also included is the refur-
bishing of 10 police stations 
at a cost of $485 million. 

      

The nHT will continue to 
manage the operations of 
emancipation Park. 

NHT Plans to Invest $57.7B  
on Housing Solutions

ADVT.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) presents new homeowner, Treveen 
Palmer, with her keys to a unit in the National Housing Trust’s (NHT) SilverSun Estate 
development in St. Catherine, recently.

Tourism Earnings of US$1.87B & 
1.6M Visitors Projected for  
2021/22
MInIsTer Of Tourism, 
Hon. edmund Bartlett, says 
the estimated gross earnings 
from the tourism industry 
for fiscal year 2021/2022 
are projected at us$1.87 
billion, with corresponding 
visitor arrivals of 1.6 million. 
      He was addressing the 
sitting of the standing 
finance Committee, on 
March 3, which reviewed 
the 2021/22 estimates of 
expenditure. 
      “Visitor arrivals are pro-
jected as follows – stopover, 
1.043 million, [representing] 
a 117 per cent increase, 
and cruise shipping at 
570,000, which would be a 
100 per cent increase over 
the previous period,” Mr. 
Bartlett said. 
      “Those statistics are 
reflective of what the posi-
tion will be. They are very 
flattering and we recognise 
that the industry literally 
came to a halt (due to 
COVID-19),” he noted. 
      Mr. Bartlett, in outlining 
the priority areas for the 
new fiscal year, said that 
focus will be placed on des-
tination assurance. 
      In addition, he said that 
new destinations will be 
created. 

      “st. Thomas is the new 
frontier. We have done the 
planning already, the design 
has been done and we are 
going to roll that out in this 
fiscal year. Then there is the 
south coast development 
plan, which is a programme 
to be implemented; we 
have not completed that as 
yet. We started with negril 
and we are going to continue 
on the south Coast,” he 
added. 
      The Tourism Minister also 
informed that marketing 
efforts will be targeted at 
the united states (us) and 
the united Kingdom (uK). 

Tourism Minister, Hon. 
Edmund Bartlett. 

Japan Donates Medical Equipment Valued  
at $260 Million to Jamaica

THe JAPAnese Government 
has donated medical equip-
ment and supplies valued at 
approximately $260 million      
to support the country’s 
response to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic. 

      The items, which include 
mobile X-ray units, X-ray pro-
tective panels, ultrasound 
scanners, bedside monitors 
and defibrillators, will benefit 
hospitals across the parishes 
of Kingston, st. Andrew, 
Manchester, Clarendon, st. 
Ann and st. James. 
      The donation falls under 
Japan’s Official Development 
Assistance (ODA) programme. 
The Governments signed the 
bilateral agreement to provide 
the grant aid last year. 

      speaking at a virtual han-
dover ceremony held at the 
Kingston Public Hospital on 
March 2, Minister of foreign 
Affairs and foreign Trade, 
senator the Hon. Kamina 
Johnson smith, expressed 
gratitude for the items. 
      she noted that the equip-
ment and supplies will “signif-
icantly boost the Govern-
ment’s efforts to provide quality 
health care to its citizens during 
and beyond COVID”. 
      she also applauded the 
Government of Japan’s pledge 

to contribute us$130 million 
to the COVID-19 Vaccine 
Global Access (COVAX)     
facility. 
      “This will undoubtedly help 
in securing access to vac-
cines by developing countries 
like Jamaica, ensuring that no 
nation is left behind,” she 
noted. 
      for his part, Ambassador 
of Japan to Jamaica, His 
excellency Masaya fujiwara, 
said that medical cooperation 
and contributions continue to 
be a top priority for Japan. 

Medical supplies and equipment donated by the Japanese 
Government to support Jamaica’s response to the corona- 
virus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

First Shipment of COVID-19 Vaccine to Arrive Today

JAMAICA Is to receive its 
first shipment of the COVID-
19 vaccine on March 8. 
      According to a release 
from the Ministry of Health 
and Wellness, the shipment 
of 50,000 doses of the 
AstraZeneca vaccine has 
been made possible, through 
the generosity of the 
Government of India with 
whom Jamaica enjoys a long 
diplomatic relationship. 
      It added that the imple-
mentation of Jamaica’s    
vaccine strategy, given the       
initial limited supply, will see 
medical and health personnel 
including doctors, nurses and 
other health professionals, 
estimated at 16,000 who 
have expressed an interest in 
receiving the vaccine, being 
given the shot first.  
      This process will begin 
shortly after arrival of the 
vaccines in Jamaica. 
      “later in the month, and 
after the vaccination of med-
ical and health personnel 
would have already begun, 

members of the Jamaica 
Constabulary force (JCf) 
and the Jamaica Defence 
force (JDf) along with per-
sons in the 60 and older age 
group will gain access to 
vaccines. This will account 
for the supplies projected to 
be received in March,” the 
Ministry said. 
      In April, as additional 
stocks arrive, vaccination of 
the 60 and older age group 
will continue with the addition 

of the Jamaica fire Brigade, 
Department of Correctional 
services, Jamaica Customs 
Agency, and Passport, Immi- 
gration and Citizenship 
Agency and workers in edu- 
cational institutions at the 
early childhood, primary and 
secondary levels.   
      The Government has also 
included a category of public 
sector workers who interface 
directly with the public in      
the course of service delivery 

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher 
Tufton 

Ban on Funerals and Burials Effective Today

All funerAls and burials 
will be prohibited for the next 
three weeks, effective from 
March 8 to 22. 
      The ban is part of several 
revised measures under the 
Disaster risk Management 
Act, which were announced 
recently by Prime Minister, 
the Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness, in a bid to suppress 
recent spikes in coronavirus 
(COVID-19) cases. 
      Other measures include 
the islandwide curfew which 
remains at 8:00 p.m. to 5:00 
a.m. day-to-day and expires at 
5:00 a.m. on March 23, 2021. 
      Also, all places of wor-
ship, including churches will 
engage in only online services. 
However, a maximum of 10 
persons are allowed inside 
the worship centre to facili-
tate online broadcasting. 
      Zoos, parks, gyms, 
attractions and bars will 

close at 6:00 p.m. and public 
beaches and rivers will close 
until March 22. 
      In addition, only stu-
dents sitting exit exams 
(Primary exit Profile (PeP), 
Caribbean secondary edu-
cation Certificate (CseC) and 
the Caribbean Advanced 
Proficiency examination CAPe) 
will be permitted to have 
face-to-face classes.  

      Persons 60 years and 
older must stay at home and 
public sector entities must 
host all social events online, 
if at all. strict work-from-
home arrangement for the 
public sector is also now in 
effect.   
      Meanwhile, weddings 
are allowed with a maximum 
of 25 persons including the 
officiating pastor, witnesses 
and wedding party.  
      Also all persons travelling 
to Jamaica, including 
Jamaicans, must present a 
negative COVID-19 test with-
in 72 hours prior to travel 
date. Business travellers must 
present a pre-test result and 
will incur the cost of a PCr 
test upon travel. 
      All other measures under 
the Disaster risk Manage-
ment Act will remain in effect 
for a further three weeks, 
ending March 23, 2021. 

Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness

Minister of Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Fayval Willians (centre), displays a 
tablet while at the St. Catherine High School in Spanish Town recently. With the Minister 
at the presentation ceremony (from left) are Jennoy Francis and John Gardner      
(students); Principal of the school, Marlon Campbell, and Board Chairman, 
Sharon Dale. The school received 150 tablets under the One 
Laptop or Tablet Per Child Initiative.

St. Catherine High School Receives 150 Tablets

“This will  
undoubtedly help in 

securing access  
to vaccines by 

developing  
countries like 

Jamaica, ensuring 
that no nation is left 

behind.”

For more JIS News 
visit www.jis.gov.jm

Bulletin March 8, 2021.qxp_Layout 1  05/03/2021  3:21 PM  Page 1


