
THE GOVErNMENT is 
undertaking a compre-
hensive review of 

security on all its websites and 
networks to ensure compliance 
with international standards 
and best practices. 
      “this process is under 
way with 162 website reviews 
completed and another 100 in 
progress to date. any credible 
vulnerabilities that are identi-
fied are concurrently being 
rectified,” a release from the 
the office of the Prime 
Minister (oPM) said. 
      the release was issued 
following the monthly meeting 
of the national Security 
council, which is chaired by 
Prime Minister the Most      
Hon. andrew Holness, during 
which he received a compre-
hensive update on Jamaica’s 
cyber architecture and a      

specific report on matters 
related to the JamcoViD-19 
application. 
      During the meeting, the 
Prime Minister directed that 
the plans for building cyber 
resilience in Jamaica be 

accelerated. these include: 
bringing the new national 
cybersecurity Strategy to 
cabinet in the second quarter 
of the upcoming fiscal year; 
launching a new cyber 
academy; and intensifying 
cross-agency cooperation. 
      already, a multi-agency 
cyber analysis team is in     
place and conducting critical 
assessments of the existing 
cyber landscape. 
      regarding the JamcoViD-
19 application, the release said 
the Government is “accelerat-
ing plans that were already    
under way to migrate the 
JamcoViD-19 database”. 
      it added that the cyber 
analysis team has undertaken 
a comprehensive review of 
security of the application and 
related databases and, in con-
junction with the developer, 

has significantly hardened the 
security of the system. 
      “the Government wishes 
to assure the public that it is 
sensitive to the legitimate 
fears and concerns around 
data privacy and protection 
and is committed to pursuing 
a comprehensive approach to 
system-wide strengthening as 
we move towards the creation 
of a digital society,” the 
release stated. 

Government Undertakes  
Cybersecurity Review

ADVT.

Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness

Only Students Preparing  
for Exit Exams to Attend  
Face-to-Face Classes

MiniSter oF education, 
Youth and information, Hon. 
Fayval Williams, says only 
students preparing for exit 
examinations are to be 
engaged in face-to-face 
teaching. 
      these include grade six 
students, who are preparing 
for the Primary exit Profile 
(PeP), and students from 
grades 11 to 13, who will be 
sitting the caribbean Sec-
ondary education certificate 
(cSec) and the caribbean 
advanced Proficiency exa-
mination (caPe) this year. 
      Minister Williams was 
addressing a virtual post 
cabinet Press briefing on 
February 24. 
      the Ministry’s decision 
was informed by a risk-
based assessment of new 
coronavirus (coViD-19) 
cases. 
      “We continue to input 
new data that we receive 
into the [risk-based] model, 
and as we analyse the data 
as we go along, we cannot 
ignore the caution lights 
that we are seeing from this 
data,” Mrs. Williams said. 
      She noted that discus-
sions on the matter were 

held with the Ministry of 
Health and Wellness, as well 
with the cabinet, and the 
decision was communicated 
with the education stake-
holders at a meeting. 
      “What we would have 
told our stakeholders is that 
there has to be an adjust-
ment, going forward, with 
our schools. So at this time, 
we have indicated that our 
schools that are open for 
face-to-face, are only allowed 
to have our exit exam stu-
dents,” she pointed out. 
      a little over 400 schools 
across the island have been 
approved for face-to-face 
learning.  
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Additional Beds for COVID-19 Patients
tHe GoVernMent is quickly 
moving to provide additional 
bed space for the increasing 
number of patients with 
coronavirus (coViD-19) who 
require hospitalisation. 
      this was disclosed by 
Minister of Health and 
Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
christopher tufton, who said 
this has become necessary, 
especially given that, in the 
last week, the country added 
2,818 new coViD-19 cases 
and saw hospitalisations 
move from 245 to 270 
coViD-19 positive patients. 
      “the present state of 
hospitalisation has become 
for us alarmingly high. We 
have, currently, some 13 of 
22 hospitals across the 
island at the red alert phase, 

which means that they have 
a greater than 84 per cent 
occupancy level for isolation 
capacity. nine of these hos-
pitals are at 100 per cent or 
greater capacity,” he said. 
      the Minister was speaking 
at the virtual coViD con-   
versations press briefing, at 
the Ministry’s office in new 
Kingston, on February 23. 
      Dr. tufton noted that in 
addition to the 72 beds that 
are to be provided through 
the soon-to-be-deployed field 
hospitals, an additional 45 
beds are to be provided at 
the national chest Hospital 
and the University Hospital 
of the West indies (UHWi). 
      He also informed that the 
Ministry had initiated an 
arrangement with the andrews 

Memorial Hospital for the 
accommodation of overflow 
of non-coViD patients. 
      “it will take some of the 
non-coViD patients out of 

the public health system, 
and so create space for 
patients who require coViD 
care in the public health     
system,” he noted. 
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a contract valued at 
$90.87 million has been 
signed between the Ministry 
of Justice and contraxx 
enterprise limited, for the 
establishment of a family 
court facility, in St. ann’s 
Bay, St. ann.  

      the signing took place 
on February 24, at the 
Ministry’s constant Spring 
road offices in Kingston. 

      the scope of work will 
include the retrofitting and 
internal renovation of a two-
storey concrete building; 
establishment of a fit-for-
purpose facility comprising 
courtrooms, judges’ cham-
bers, office spaces, rest-
room facilities, lobby area, 
welfare facilities, child-friendly 
waiting and holding areas, 
access staircase and asso-
ciated external works. 

      it is expected that the 
project will get under way in 
short order and be completed 
by october. 
      in his address, Justice 
Minister, Hon. Delroy chuck, 
said the signing of the con-
tract represents an impor-
tant investment, which will 
boost the capacity of the 
justice system to better 
serve families in St. ann.  
      “it is another step in my 
hope that all the facilities 
can be adequately provided 
to the judiciary. this is the    
second of two family courts 
which we will be providing 
you with this year, the other 
is the renovation of a family 
court in Mandeville,” the 
Minister said.  
      Mr. chuck urged the 
contractor to deliver on the 
agreement to complete the 
court facility by october.  
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Positive Signs for Projected Growth – PIOJ
Director General of the 
Planning institute of Jamaica 
(PioJ), Dr. Wayne Henry, says 
there are “positive signs” 
regarding the PioJ’s projec-
tion for the country to record 
economic growth of between 
four to six per cent during the 
2021/22 fiscal year. 
      Speaking during the 
PioJ’s digital quarterly brief-
ing on February 23, Dr. Henry 
said this is in the wake of pro-
jected contractions of 10.2 
per cent for the 2020 calendar 
year and 10.5 to 12.5 per cent 
for the 2020/21 fiscal year. 
      among the positive indi-
cators, Dr. Henry said, are 
measures implemented locally 
to manage the spread of 
coViD-19, which have allowed 
for the gradual resumption of 

economic activities; and the 
aggressive global coViD-19 
vaccination programme under 
way, which is slated to com-
mence locally during the last 

quarter of the 2020/21 fiscal 
year. 
      the Director General also 
highlighted the anticipated 
strong growth in industries 

associated with travel and 
tourism, noting that “the roll-
out of vaccination programmes 
globally and locally is expected 
to facilitate growth in the 
hotels and restaurants, other 
services [particularly in the 
areas of entertainment and 
attractions], and transport, 
storage and communications 
industries”. 
      “the economy is expected 
to grow during 2021/22 as the 
demand and output for goods 
and services increases over 
fiscal year 2020/21 levels. an 
increase in the number of 
tourist arrivals, as well as a 
gradual return to normalcy, 
given the sharp decline in eco- 
nomic activity in Financial Year 
2020/21, will be the main driv-
ers of the expansion,” he said. 

Director General of the Planning Institute of Jamaica 
(PIOJ), Dr. Wayne Henry, speaks during the PIOJ’s digital 
quarterly briefing, on February 23.
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Minister of Health and Wellness, 
Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton 
(left), examines the Medi Tray 
cold insulation packs that will 
preserve COVID-19 vaccines at 
the warehouse of the National 
Health Fund (NHF) in Kingston, 
on February 24. With the 
Minister is Senior Director, 
Pharmacy Services Delivery, 
NHF, Keron Mais. 
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