
Prime minister the 
most Hon. Andrew 
Holness says Jamaica 

is poised to rebound “even 
stronger” from the coron-
avirus (CoViD-19) pandemic 
in 2021. 
      this, he said, by virtue of 
the “deep resilience” the 
country has exhibited to 
CoViD-19, consequent on the 
Government’s risk-based 
management approach to the 
crisis while maintaining 
macroeconomic stability. 
      Additionally, the Prime 
minister said significant 
breakthroughs in CoViD-19 
testing and vaccines, “give us 
cause for optimism”. 
      He was speaking during 
the 16th Jamaica stock 
exchange (Jse) regional 
investments and Capital 
markets Conference at the 
Jamaica Pegasus hotel in 
new Kingston, on January 26. 
      mr. Holness said Jamaica, 
like other countries, was not 

spared the pitfalls of 
CoViD-19. 
      He cited among the nega-
tive outcomes first quarter 

2020/21 fiscal year contrac-
tion of 18.4 per cent, from 
April to June 2020, and a $71-
billion decline in Government 

revenue inflows, as at 
December 2020.    
      Despite these, mr. Holness 
said the Government has 
managed the situation in 
“such a way as to ease the 
effect”. 
      He said notable among 
the positive outcomes were 
seven per cent growth in the 
construction sector during the 
July to september 2020 
quarter; a 31.6 per cent 
increase in net remittance 
inflows between April and 
october 2020; net interna-
tional reserves totalling over 
Us$3 billion; and Government 
expenditure remaining on 
target, with no new net 
borrowing.  
      “We have been able to 
attain this momentous 
achievement because of a 
strong base and buffers that 
we had built from our fiscal 
discipline over the last several 
years,” the Prime minister 
stated.    
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March 25 is the New Date 
for PEP Ability Test

Funeral Service Allowed in Church with no More Than 15 Persons

 tHe ministry of 
education, youth and 
information has set a new 
date of march 25, 2021 for 
the administration of the 
Grade six Primary exit 
Profile (PeP) Ability test.  
      the original date was 
February 23, 2021.   
      in a release from the 
ministry, Portfolio minister, 

Hon. Fayval Williams said 
despite the Grade 6 Ability 
test not requiring learnt 
knowledge based on the 
Grade 6 curriculum, the 
ministry decided to set a 
new date to give more 
preparation time to students.  
      she said this decision 
came after extensive con-
sultation with stakeholders 
including parents, teachers, 
principals and the Jamaica 
teachers’ Association.  
      “We understand the 
challenges facing the edu-
cation sector during this 
CoViD-19 pandemic. We 
continue to work with the 
ministry of Health and 
Wellness to ensure that 
more of our schools are 

inspected and that they 
attain a satisfactory report,” 
mrs. Williams said. 
      “We encourage all our 
students, parents, teachers 
and principals to utilise the 
learning approaches (online, 
audio/visual, learning kit 
and face-to-face where 
allowed) to help prevent 
any more learning loss,” 
she added.  
      stakeholders are being 
reminded that the students 
will sit the Ability test in 
centres within schools 
presided over by external 
persons contracted by the 
ministry of education, 
youth and information.  
      school administrators 
may obtain more information 
from the student Assessment 
Unit by telephone, at 876-
922-5680, 876-922-2420,  
876-948-9254 or  emailing:  
terryann.thomas@moey.gov.jm 

minister oF tourism, Hon. 
edmond Bartlett, says the 
country’s first Artisan Village 
at Hampden Wharf in 
Falmouth, trelawny, is slated 
to be operational by July. 
      Work on the $750 million 
project was delayed as a 
result of the  (CoViD-19) 
pandemic. 
      Following a tour of the 
facility on January 27, 
minister Bartlett said that the 
construction phase has been 
“substantially completed”, 
with finishing work to be 
finalised by the end of 
march. 
      “i am advised by the 
contractors that it is in an 

actual handover position and 
the partners, who have over-
seen that contract work, the 
Port Authority of Jamaica 
(PAJ), are stating yes, they 
are in a position to receive 
the substantially completed 
project. there are some fin-
ishes that are to be complet-
ed by the 23rd of march by 
the contractor,” he said. 
      the Artisan Village, 
which will accommodate 
several Falmouth-owned 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises, will tell the 
unique history of Falmouth 
and offer visitors an opportu-
nity to enjoy the local cui-
sine, art, craft and culture. 

      minister Bartlett told JIS 
News that once the finishing 
work is completed, “we have 

the theming to be done 
because we are making this 
an iconic attraction by itself 

and we are pulling on our 
culture and the history of the 
Falmouth area and the 

myths and storylines that 
characterise the story of 
Falmouth over the years”. 
      the Artisan Village, 
which is financed by the 
tourism enhancement Fund 
(teF), forms part of the wider 
Hampden Wharf Develop-
ment project and will be the 
first of a series of similar 
facilities that will be located 
in resort areas across the 
island. 
 

 Artisan Village in Falmouth to be Operational By July

Jamaica’s first Artisan Village located at the Hampden Wharf in Falmouth, Trelawny. 

minister oF Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Hon. Floyd Green, 
says the new conch season 
will commence on April 1, 
with very strict rules to pre-
vent illegal fishing. 
      Addressing a virtual press 
briefing on January 27, the 
minister said following the 
2018 ban on the fishing of 
conch to allow for the replen-
ishment of stock, results from 
a 2020 survey have shown 
significant improvement in 
the density of the stock by 
some 16 per cent to just over 
180 conchs per hectare. 
      He said, with the reopen-
ing there will be an allowance 
of a total catch of 250 and 
300 metric tonnes for indus-
trial and artisanal fishers. 

      “We have put in some 
very stringent regulations for 
this new conch season, as we 

want to ensure that we are 
developing a sustainable 
industry,” the minister 
emphasised. 
      mr. Green said it is impor-
tant for persons in the industry 
to make all effort to abide by 
the requirements as stipulat-
ed by the national Fisheries 
Authority (nFA), as there will 
be tight monitoring of their 
movements. 
      Among the regulations to 
which fishers must adhere  
are: there should be no fishing 
for conch in the areas east of 
the south Cay; and all conch 
fishing vessels should oper-
ate with a real-time monitor-
ing system that the nFA and 
the Veterinary services 
Division can track. 

Conch Season Commences April 1 with Strict 
Rules

Minister of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Hon. Floyd Green, 
addresses a virtual press 
briefing on January 27.
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‘Mask Up Before You Talk Up’ in Mandeville

Prime minister the most 
Hon. Andrew Holness has 
announced that effective 
February 1, churches will be 
allowed to host small funeral 
services. 
      speaking in the House of 
representatives on January 
26, mr. Holness said no more 
than 10 family members and 
five officiating ministers 
should be accommodated in 
the church during the service. 
      “We are not allowing 
mass open-ended funerals, 
regardless of how large the 
church is. it is the same rule 
that is applied at the grave-
side that would be applied in 
the church,” mr. Holness 
pointed out. 
      the Prime minister said 
the decision was taken as 

part of efforts to allow family 
members to grieve. 
      “We decided that we 
would do this because there 
were many cases of persons 
who spent their lives in the 
church, many of them would 
have built their church… but 
when the last rites are to be 
administered, they cannot be 
brought back to the sanctu-
ary. it is for the living that is 
hurting more than the dead 
that has departed,” mr. 
Holness noted. 
      mr. Holness informed that 
the measure would be in 
effect for one month and 
would be monitored. 
      meanwhile, public pas-
senger buses will now be 
allowed to carry a limited 
number of standing passen-

gers based on the seating 
capacity of the bus. 
      mr. Holness said that the 
revised guidelines and 
regulations will be provided 
to the transport Authority and 

the police. 
      the measure becomes 
effective February 1, 2021. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness addresses 
the sitting of the House of Representatives at Gordon House 
on January 26. 

Health and Wellness Minister, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (centre), is surrounded 
by placard-bearing Community Health Aides in the Mandeville town square on January 
27, as he took the ‘Mask Up Before You Talk Up’ message to the residents, following 
the recent spike in the number of COVID-19 cases in Manchester. 


