
MINISTER OF national 
security, hon. Dr. 
horace Chang, 

says the Government is even 
more driven to pursue ‘Plan 
secure Jamaica’, which pro-
vides a comprehensive and 
holistic approach to tackling 
crime and ensuring a safe and 
secure society. 
      “Plan secure Jamaica is 
the most coordinated, inclusive 
and enduring security pro-
gramme that has ever been 
introduced in Jamaica. it is 
geared towards creating a 
safe, secure, cohesive and 
just society, thereby setting a 
key condition for increased 
and sustained growth and 
prosperity,” he said. 
      the Minister was speaking 
during the sitting of the house of 
Representatives on February 2. 
      he said that in furtherance 
of this goal, efforts are centred 
around 10 strategic focal 
areas and supported by six 
strategic objectives. 
      these are strengthening 
the national security architec-
ture; strengthening the crimi-

nal justice system; enhancing 
youth and community devel-
opment; protecting and 
securing borders, maritime 
space and key sectors of       
the economy; strengthening 
national integrity systems; 
and increasing and sustaining 
public support for law 
enforcement and public order. 

      Dr. Chang said that the 
Government is delivering on 
its commitment to strengthen 
the national security archi-   
tecture by improving police 
communication; renovating 
police stations and police 
facilities; the rollout of the 
Jamaicaeye cameras; the use 
of new technology equipment; 

establishing new forensics, 
ballistics and Dna facilities; 
setting up rapid response 
teams, among others. 
      the estimated cost of 
implementing the security 
programme is $176 billion or 
Us$1.2 billion over seven years, 
starting financial year 2016/ 
2017 to fiscal year 2022/2023. 

Gov’t Committed to ‘Plan  
Secure Jamaica’ – Dr. Chang
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Minister of National Security, Hon. Dr. Horace Chang, speaking during the sitting of the 
House of Representatives on February 2. 

Gov’t Intensifies Public  
Education Ahead of COVID-19  
Vaccine Introduction
the MinistRY of health 
and Wellness will be intensi-
fying its public education 
programme ahead of the 
introduction of the first set 
of coronavirus (CoViD-19) 
vaccines. 
      the Government has 
been advised by the 
CoVaX Facility that the 
country is set to receive 
between 146,400 and 
249,600 doses of the 
astraZeneca vaccines, by 
mid to late February 2021. 
      the Minister, who was 
addressing the sitting of the 
house of Representatives 
on February 2, informed that 
he, along with the clinical 
team, will be available for 
interviews in the print and 
electronic media “as we all 
work for acceptance and 
uptake for the approved 
CoViD-19 vaccine in 
Jamaica”. 
      “this is critical to slowing 
the spread of the infection, 
reducing morbidity and 
mortality as well as rebuilding 
the economy,” he said. 
      Dr. tufton told the house 
that he will be meeting with 
key stakeholder groups to 

finalise plans to introduce 
the CoViD-19 vaccines. 
      he assured that the 
Ministry is taking all the 
necessary steps to ensure 
that safe and effective vac-
cines are deployed through 
the continued monitoring of 
developments relating to 
CoViD-19 vaccines. 
      “our commitment rem-
ains to safeguard the health 
and well-being of every 
Jamaican, even as we con-
tinue to implore Jamaicans 
from all walks of life to play 
their part in reducing the 
spread of this disease,”    
Dr. tufton said. 

Minister of Health and 
Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher Tufton

MinisteR oF education, 
Youth and information, hon. 
Fayval Williams, says that the 
tablets and laptops being pro-
vided to students will be 
equipped with security fea-
tures to prevent students from 
using them to access inap-
propriate content. 
      “We are putting in place a 
device management system, 
so that we can know what the 
children are accessing. We 
can prevent you from access-
ing sites that you shouldn’t; 
that’s in the works. all the lap-

tops that are coming in now 
have the device management 
system in place,” she said. 
      “We want you to be safe 
when you access the online 
world, we want you to learn 
about cybersecurity and so 
on. so we are not just giving 
[the devices] to you for you to 
be entertained by it but to use 
it as a learning device to help 
you all the way through your 
school life,” she added. 
      Mrs. Williams was speaking 
at the handover of 100 tablet 
computers by the national 

Commercial bank (nCb) 
Foundation to students at the 
Constant spring Primary and 
Junior high school, at the 
institution’s Cassava Piece 
Road location in st. andrew 
on February 3. 
      Minister Williams lauded 
the nCb Foundation for sup-
porting the Government 
efforts to bridge the digital 
divide in the country. 
      she urged the recipients 
to use the devices wisely, 
learn as much as they can 
and take care of them. 

      “Keep and care the 
devices because they are 
going to be with you as you 
journey on through school. Use 
it well; use it wisely,” she said. 

Tablets and Laptops to Be Equipped With Device Management System

Minister of Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Fayval Williams (right), presents a 
tablet to grade-six student at the Constant Spring Primary and Junior High School, 
Danniella Welsh, during a ceremony for the handover of devices by the National 
Commercial Bank (NCB) Foundation, at the institution's Cassava Piece Road location in 
St. Andrew on Februray 3. Looking on is Chief Executive Officer, NCB Foundation, Nadeen 
Matthews Blair.

More Justice Centres Coming
the MinistRY of Justice 
plans to establish three 
additional justice centres 
over the course of the year 
into 2022 as part of the con-
tinued drive to increase 
access by Jamaicans to jus-
tice services. 
      the parish justice cen-
tres are equipped to handle 
matters related to child 
diversion and restorative 
justice, as well as dispute 
resolution, among other jus-
tice-related issues. they also 
serve as a point of contact 
for Custodes and Justices 
of the Peace. 
      “We have 11 justice 
centres in 11 parishes and 
during the course of this 
year and next year, we hope 
to open an additional three 
justice centres,” said Portfolio 
Minister, hon. Delroy Chuck. 
      he was addressing the 
official reopening of the 
august town Restorative 
Justice Centre on February 2. 
      the facility was reloca-
ted from its previous address 
at Gordon town Road into  
renovated office space at 83 
august town Road. 

      During the period of 
relocation, persons from the      
community were able to 
access restorative justice 
services at the st. andrew 
Justice Centre on hagley 
Park Road. 
      Minister Chuck said the 
reopening of the august 
town facility brings to 18 the 
number of restorative justice 

centres across the island, 
which are serving citizens at 
the community level. 
      he said that the resto-
rative justice strategy, which 
focuses on bringing people 
together to peacefully 
resolve conflicts, can make 
a difference in addressing 
crime and violence in the 
society. 

Justice Minister, Hon. Delroy Chuck (left), is assisted by 
Minister of Education, Youth and Information and 
Member of Parliament for St. Andrew Eastern, Hon. 
Fayval Williams, in cutting the ribbon to reopen the 
August Town Restorative Justice Centre, at its new 
location at 83 August Town Road, St. Andrew, on 
February 2. Looking on is Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Justice, Sancia Bennett Templer. 

Minister of Tourism, Hon. Edmund Bartlett (left), and Member of Parliament for West 
Rural St. Andrew, Hon. Juliet Cuthbert-Flynn (2nd left), observe while student at the 
Stony Hill Primary School, Shanique Phipps, uses one of the 11 computers at the 
Rocky Valley Resource Room, at its opening on February 3. Also observing (from 3rd 
left) are Stony Hill Primary student, Tavary Robinson; Executive Director of the 
Tourism Product Development Company (TPDCo), Stephen Edwards, and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Universal Service Fund (USF), Daniel Dawes. 

Cabinet has given approval 
for the implementation of a 
new social Pension 
Programme by the Ministry of 
Labour and social security, 
which will target elderly per-
sons 75 years and older. 
      Minister of education, 
Youth and information, hon. 
Fayval Williams, made the 
announcement during the 
Post Cabinet Press briefing 
held at Jamaica house on 
February 3. 
      Mrs. Williams provided 
details regarding the persons 
who will benefit. 
      “these individuals should 
not be in receipt of a pension 

or any other retirement 
income, old-age or disability 
benefit. 
      to qualify for this new 
pension programme, the indi-
vidual should not be a resi-
dent in a Government institu-
tionalised care facility, should 
not be in receipt of social 
assistance through Path, 
Poor Relief or the national 
insurance scheme,” the 
Minister noted. 
      she pointed out that the 
new pension programme will 
provide $3,400.00 per month 
to each beneficiary and index 
benefit levels to half of the 
minimum pension under the 

national insurance scheme 
(nis). 
      Meanwhile, Cabinet has 
given approval to a proposal 
for increased benefits to      
government pensioners with 
effect from april 1, 2020. 
      “Persons who receive up 
to $41,667 per month will now 
receive an additional $2,300 
per month. Persons who 
receive between $41,668      
and $54,167 per month will        
now get an additional $1,800 
per month. Pensioners who 
receive between $54,168 and 
$83,333 per month will now 
get an additional $1,450 per 
month,” Mrs. Williams outlined. 

Cabinet Gives Approval for New Social  
Pension Programme

Residents in Stony Hill Get Resource Centre
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