
PRIME MINISTER the 
Most hon. andrew 
holness says another 

114 projects are expected to 
come on stream under the 
National Social housing Pro-
gramme. 
      The Ministry of economic 
Growth and Job Creation has 
oversight for the construction 
of these homes, under the 
housing, opportunity, Pro-    
duction and employment 
(hoPe) Programme. 
      The programme was 
developed to improve the 
housing condition of the 
country’s poor and indigent 
population. 
      Mr. holness gave this 
update during the handover of 
a new housing solution to a 
needy mother of two, Vanesia 
Reid, in the community of 
Trench Town, St. andrew, on 
February 11. 
      The Prime Minister said 
that a total of 290 applications 
have been received from 
Members of Parliament 
across 58 constituencies. 

      “of the 290 applications 
received, 213 have been 
approved by the New Social 
housing Project oversight 
Committee (PoC),” he noted. 
      Mr. holness pointed out 
that as at January 31, 2021, a 
total of 15 housing units have 

been completed under the 
programme. 
      “Currently, there are 28 
active construction projects 
ongoing and they range from 
between five per cent com-
pletion to 99 per cent comple-
tion,” he noted. 

      it is expected that all proj-
ects will be completed by the 
end of the 2020/2021 financial 
year. 
 
 
 
 

More Social Housing  
Benefits Coming
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Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (2nd right) cuts the ribbon to symbolically 
open the house handed over to Vanesia Reid (4th left), under the National Social Housing 
Programme, during a ceremony held in Trench Town, St. Andrew on February 11. Others 
(from left) are contractor, Orrett Wellington; Chief Technical Director for Policy, Planning 
and Evaluation in the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation, Yaneke Watson; 
Leader of the Opposition and Member of Parliament, St. Andrew Southern, Mark Golding; 
and Permanent Secretary, Office of the Prime Minister, Audrey Sewell.

New Islandwide Curfew Hours 
Until February 24
PRiMe MiNiSTeR the Most 
hon. andrew holness, on 
February 9, announced 
tighter curfew hours which 
will be in effect until 
February 24, 2021. 
      The islandwide curfew 
will commence at 8:00 p.m. 
instead of 10:00 p.m. nightly 
and end at 5:00 a.m. the 
following morning. 
      The curfew is part of 
measures aimed at con-
taining the spread of the 
corona-virus (CoViD-19). 
      in addition, the gathering 
limit has been reduced from 
15 persons to 10 persons 
nationally. 
      Speaking in the house 
of Representatives, Mr. 
holness said the country is 
seeing increased hospitali-
sations across the island. 

      he informed that the 
islandwide hospital census 
is showing significant 
occupancy levels across 
the health regions. 
      Currently, the Western 
health Region is at 83 per 
cent of capacity, the 
Southern Region is at 76 
per cent, the Northern 
Region is at 66 per cent 
and the Southeast Region 
at 59 per cent. 
      “What we are seeing 
here, having interrogated 
this data, is that there is 
need for a greater sense of 
urgency, both on the part of 
the Government in our 
response, but more so on 
the part of the citizens.    
you have to take greater 
personal responsibility,” he 
added. 

More Beds to Be Put in Place for  
COVID-19 Patients
MiNiSTeR oF health and 
Wellness, Dr. the hon. 
Christopher Tufton, says 
over the next two weeks, 130 
additional beds for CoViD-
19 patients will be activated. 
      The Minister, who made 
the disclosure while on a tour 
of the St. Joseph’s hospital 
in St. andrew on February 11, 

said persons need to take 
their health seriously and be 
more responsible, as the 
recent spike in CoViD-19 
cases has a lot to do with  
behaviour. 
      he pointed out that if the 
cases continues to soar, it 
will become more troubling 
for the public health system. 

      The Minister said he is 
more concerned now than 
before about bed space, and 
called on the population to 
heed the message. 
      The St. Joseph’s 
hospital will shortly have 36 
CoViD beds, and the 
Minister said the facility is 
going to become “a wel-
come addition” for the care 
of severe CoViD patients. 
      he noted that the hos-
pital has received the seal of 
approval from the clinicians, 
“and we are at that stage 
where we can make it work”. 
      The Minister emphasised 
that if persons do not follow 
the health protocols and   
protect themselves, creating 
additional health facilities will 
not be sustainable. 
      St. Joseph’s hospital is 
being prepared as a field 
hospital, to provide additional 
bed spaces to facilitate the 
treatment of persons with 
CoViD-19. 

NaTioNal SeCURiTy Min-
ister, hon. Dr. horace Chang, 
says amendments to key 
pieces of legislation, which 
form part of measures to 
modernise Jamaica’s laws and 
strengthen crime-fighting 
strategies, are being pro-
grammed for completion by 
the end of the 2020/21 fiscal 
year. 

      These, Dr. Chang said, 
include developing the pro-
posed new Firearms act;    
the Criminal Justice 
(Suppression of Criminal 
organisations) act, popularly 
called the ‘anti-gang’ legis-
lation; and regulations for    
the Major organised Crime 
and anti-Corruption agency 
(MoCa). 

      he was speaking during 
the Crime Consensus 
Monitoring and oversight 
Committee’s digital briefing, 
on February 11. 
      Noting that 80 per cent 
of homicides in Jamaica are 
committed using illegal guns, 
Dr. Chang said repealing the 
existing Firearms     act and 
developing its replacement 
“is critical in the fight against 
crime”. 
      he emphasised that        
the consensus is that all    
activities related to and 
involving illegal firearms 
“must be dealt with    
[through] strong legislation”, 

hence the focus on the new 
legislation. 
      Dr. Chang said amend-
ments to the anti-gang legis-
lation is an “ongoing activity”, 
designed to “keep it relevant 
and bring it into the 21st 
century”. 
      he said it is anticipated 
that the latest round of 
engagements “should be 
coming through the [parlia-
mentary] process very quickly”. 
      Regarding work related 
to the MoCa act, Dr. Chang 
said the process is being 
completed, adding that the 
appointed date of notice for 
the legislation is april 1. 

The NaTioNal environment 
and Planning agency (NePa) 
is reporting that 42 prose-
cutions and 27 convictions 
have been effected for 
breaches of the Natural 
Resources Conservation 
authority (Plastic Packaging 
Materials Prohibition) order, 
2018, since the institution of 
the ban on select categories 
of single-use plastics two 
years ago. 
      This was disclosed by 
Minister of housing, Urban 
Renewal, environment and 
Climate Change, hon. 
Pearnel Charles Jr, during the 
house of Representatives sit-
ting on February 9. 
      on January 1, 2019, the 
Government commenced the 
first of three phases of the      
ban, which is governed by 
two Ministerial orders prom-
ulgated under the Natural 
Resources Conservation auth- 
ority (NRCa) act, and the 
Trade act. 

      Mr. Charles informed 
that, to date, the ban has 
been supported by an 
intense public education and 
awareness campaign led by 
NePa, which will now be revi-
talised to support phase 
three of the ban. 
      The agency has expended 
approximately $45 million 

over the last three years on 
heightening public education 
and awareness in facilitating 
behaviour change, he further 
indicated. 
      Mr. Charles advised that 
NePa, the National Compli-
ance and Regulatory authority 
(NCRa) and the Jamaica 
Customs agency (JCa) will 

continue to monitor and 
enforce the ban. 

      “i call on all stakeholders to 
partner with the Government in 

spreading the message – ‘each 
one, Teach one’,” he urged. 

Amendments to Key Laws to Fight Crime  
Set for Completion by March 31

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher 
Tufton (right), and Chairman of the South East Regional 
Health Authority (SERHA), Wenthworth Charles, view a 
section of the St. Joseph’s Hospital, in St. Andrew, while 
on a tour of the facility, on February 11.

Progress Made in Stemming Breaches of Ban on Plastics

Minister of Housing, Urban Renewal, Environment and 
Climate Change, Hon. Pearnel Charles Jr

“The consensus 
is that all  

activities related 
to and involving 
illegal firearms 
“must be dealt 
with [through] 

strong  
legislation.”

National Security Minister, Hon. Dr. Horace Chang 

Minister of Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Fayval Williams (2nd left), listens 
to student of St. Jude's Primary School, Davauney Blake (left), after he received a 
tablet on February 10 at the offices of Guardian Life Limited, at Trafalgar Road in 
Kingston. Also listening are student, St. Jude's Primary School, Kaci-Ann Murray  
and Vice President, Business User Support Services and Special Projects, 
Guardian Life, Kelsa-Marie Pinnock Daubon.  

Guardian Life Limited and Foundation Donate  
Laptops and Tablets to Needy Students
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