
THOuSANDS OF young 
Jamaicans will be 
trained as software 

developers to create cutting-
edge technologies through 
the Amber heArT Coding 
Academy. 

      The academy, which was 
officially launched on January 
14 by Prime minister the most 
hon. Andrew holness, is a 
partnership between the 
heArT nSTA/Trust and the 
Amber Group, in collaboration 
with the housing, oppor-   
tunity, Production and 
employment (hoPe) Pro-
gramme and the Art of Living 
Foundation. 
      mr. holness said that the 
coding academy will signifi-
cantly improve the employa-

bility of citizens, particularly 
the nation’s youth, and serve 
as the catalyst for a new age 
of digital transformation locally. 
      he noted that the devel-
opment of the academy is the 
first step in creating a coding 
industry in the country, which will 
position Jamaica as a tech-
nological leader in the region. 
      “The services that you 
could provide as a result of 

this are incredible; the bene-
fits, exponential. It will create a 
totally new industry, providing 
new opportunities for young 
Jamaicans,” he noted. 
      national Coordinator for 
the hoPe Programme and 
Board member, heArT nSTA/ 
Trust, Colonel martin rickman, 
said that the first cohort of    
students has already settled    
in, and has started its one-

year residential training pro-
gramme at the Stony hill 
heArT/nSTA campus. 
      “This initial phase is a pilot 
project where we have engaged 
100 participants in two cohorts 
of 50. These participants will 
be engaged in an intensive 
and immersive six-month 
training programme taught by 
a team of highly qualified 
master coders from the 
Amber Group, after which they 
will undergo a six-month intern- 
ship programme,” he informed. 
      Col. rickman said the 
aim is to train thousands of 
young persons over the next 
few years at satellite locations 
across the island. 
      At the end of the training, 
all successful graduates will 
be nCTveT-certified and 
guaranteed jobs, through the 
Amber Group. 
      For his part, Founder and 
Ceo of the Amber Group, 
Dushyant Savadia, said that 
software development con-
tinues to be the fastest     
growing sector in the world. 
he added that Jamaica is 
uniquely positioned to take 
advantage of this growing 
need. 

Thousands of Young People to be 
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ADVT.

For more JIS News 
visit www.jis.gov.jm

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness emphasises 
a point as he addresses the virtual launch of the Amber 
HEART Academy on January 14.

COVID-19 Testing Capacity of Private Labs Boosted

September Targeted to Commence  
NIDS Enrolments 
enrolments under the 
national Identification 
System (nIDS) are being 
targeted for commence-
ment within eight months. 

      nIDS Programme Dir-
ector, Warren vernon, indi-
cated that “if we receive the 
legal framework by may, we 
will be in a position to start 
personalising the first card 
by September 2021”, while 
adding that “we have been 
doing a lot of work [to this 
end] in the background”. 
      he was speaking during 
a virtual town hall meeting 
on the national Identifi-
cation and registration 
Act, 2020, on January 13. 

The legislation makes pro-
visions for a voluntary and 
secure national identifi-
cation system for Jamaica. 
      mr. vernon gave the 
assurance that the card 
and system will be the 
most secure ever imple-
mented by the Government. 
      “We are spending a lot 
to improve the security 
framework. We are imple-
menting, for the first time, a 
national Public Key 
Infrastructure, which will be 
the security backbone for 
the solution,” he informed. 
      The nPKI forms part of 
the non-nIDS component of 
the programme, which seeks 
to create a unique, reliable 
and secure method of veri-
fying individuals’ identities. 
      It will enable trusted 
electronic identities for 
people, services and inputs, 
and the implementation of 
strong authentication, data 
encryption and digital sig-
natures, based on a certifying 
authority. 
      mr. vernon pointed out 
that the system will also be 
designed to address chal-
lenges associated with iden-
tity theft and other inci-
dents of fraud. 

The mInISTry of health and 
Wellness is distributing 30,000 
antigen test kits and reader 
machines to six private labo-
ratories, to increase national 
testing capacity for the coro-
navirus (CovID-19). 
      Beginning January 18, 
the SD Biosensor test kits will 
support the laboratories test-
ing capacity, pending the 
arrival of these laboratories’ 
supplies within two weeks. 
      The laboratories are micro- 
labs Limited, Biomedical 
Caledonia medical Laboratory 
Limited, mDLink Limited, 
Winchester Surgical and 
medical Institute, Technological 
Solutions Limited and 
Baywest Wellness hospital. 
      In his address at the han-
dover ceremony, at the 
ministry’s new Kingston 
offices, on January 14, 
Portfolio minister, Dr. the hon. 
Christopher Tufton, said the 
equipment, which is from the 
ministry’s reserve, will increase 
access to testing sites as part 
of the country’s CovID-19 
response. 
      “This is another example 
of public-private partnership 
around testing as part of our 

CovID response as a coun-
try. This is another case of us 
working together as a team 
and as a country in order to 
protect our population – 
whether our locals or those 
that visit with us,” he said. 
      noting that the move 
comes in the wake of the 

recent adjustments to travel 
advisories for the United 
States of America, Canada 
and the United Kingdom, 
minister Tufton said increasing 
the testing capacity of these 
laboratories should assist in 
minimising further disruption 
in the travel industry, particu-

larly with several of Jamaica’s 
largest tourism markets. 

Health and Wellness Minister, Dr. the Hon Christopher Tufton (left), presents an antigen test 
reader to Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Biomedical Caledonia Medical Lab, Helen Christian 
(centre), at the Ministry’s New Kingston offices, on January 14. Director of Laboratory 
Services in the Ministry, Dr. Michelle Hamilton, also presents the CEO with an antigen test 
reader. Occasion was the handover of 30,000 antigen test kits and reader machines to six 
private laboratories.

Programme Director for 
the National Identification 
System (NIDS), Warren 
Vernon

Education Ministry Extends Own Your Own  
Device Programme Application Period
The mInISTry of education, 
youth and Information will 
reopen applications for the 
own your own Device 
(oyoD) Programme on 
January 18. 
      Under the programme, 
the Government is assisting 
with the purchase of tablet or 
laptop computers for stu-
dents who are in need but 
are not on the Programme of 
Advancement Through health 
and education (PATh). 
      Parents or guardians will 
receive an electronic voucher 
(evoucher) valued $20,000 to 
purchase a device from an 
approved vendor. 
      Speaking in the house of 
representatives on January 
12, Portfolio minister, hon. 
Fayval Williams, informed 
that at the close of the initial 
application period on 
December 31, 2020, a total 
of 17,773 applications were 
submitted to the electronic 
system. 
      “This represents 49 per 
cent of the target. Persons 
will soon begin to get the 
evouchers through e-mail 
and SmS telling them of the 

$20,000 and giving instruc-
tions as to how to redeem 
those, and with the names of 
the approved vendors who 
have agreed to the minimum 
specifications and eligibility 
requirements. There are 13 
approved vendors spanning 
101 locations across the 
island,” she said. 
      mrs. Williams told the 
Lower house that during the 
previous application period, 
some persons were unable 
to apply because of issues 
with Student registration 
numbers (Srns) or Tax-

payer registration numbers 
(Trns). 
      The minister stated that 
pursuant to the programme’s 
announcement, 21,120 per-
sons called or emailed the 
ministry requesting the Srn 
for their children. 
      regarding the issues 
with Trns, mrs. Williams 
informed that the Tax 
Administration Jamaica has 
committed to working with 
the ministry to resolve those 
situations. 

Tablets For Children in State Care

The GovernmenT has 
extended the islandwide 
curfew and all other previ-
ously announced measures 
under the Disaster risk 
management Act, until 
Sunday, January 31. 
      This decision was made, 
as the ministry of health 
and Wellness continues to 
assess the degree of spread 
of the novel coronavirus 
(CovID-19) over the holiday 
season. 
      According to a release 
from the office of the Prime 
minister, the curfew hours 
will remain in place com-
mencing at 10:00 p.m. nightly 
and ending at 5:00 a.m. 
each morning.  
      All other measures, 
including the prohibition on 

parties and events, the pub-
lic gathering limit of 15 per-
sons, as well as measures 
relating to travel, burials and 
weddings are unchanged 
and remain in effect until the 
end of January. 
      meanwhile, the statement 
noted the increase in 
CovID-19 cases in the 
parishes of St. Ann and 
manchester. 
      The health departments 
in both parishes have 
already begun to ramp up 
prevention activities with 
testing and contact tracing, 
especially for the vulnerable 
population.  
      Community interventions 
have also been initiated with 
activities in town centres 
and in at-risk communities. 

Islandwide Curfew Extended  
to January 31

Minister of Education Youth and Information, Hon. Fayval 
Williams 

Minister of State, Ministry of Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Robert Nesta 
Morgan (centre), presents a resident of Homestead Place of Safety (left) with a tablet      
during the handover of 200 devices, donated by the Ministry to the Child Protection and 
Family Services Agency (CPFSA), on January 12, at the agency’s office in Kingston. 
Observing is Chief Executive Officer, CPFSA, Rosalee Gage Grey. The devices were 
donated under the Ministry’s ‘One Laptop or Tablet per Child’ initiative.  

“The services 
that you could 
provide as a 
result of this  

are incredible; 
the benefits,  
exponential.” 
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