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STATEMENT  

TO HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

By Honourable Fayval Williams 

Minister of Education, Youth and Information 

December 8, 2020 

 
Madame Speaker, my statement this afternoon will address three topics: continuing 

the phased re-opening of schools, the way forward for the pending 2021 exams (PEP, 

CSEC and CAPE) and the results of the OYOD programme.  

Madame Speaker, our response to teaching and learning since the confirmation of 

Jamaica’s first case of Covid-19 on March 10, 2020 has been the closure of our 

public schools on March 12, 2020 for face-to-face instructions.  Since then the 

Ministry of Education, Youth and Information has deployed alternative educational 

engagement for our students beginning with the audio/visual approach in which 

students are engaged through lessons broadcast on over-the-air-television, cable 

channels and aired on radio stations and the learning kit comprising textbooks, 

worksheet and teacher interaction.  

On October 5, the Ministry declared schools re-opened for the new school year, we 

introduced the online modality to our students and teachers while still making 

available all the other modalities I just mentioned.   
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During the period since Oct 5, we note that a total of 174,973 of our students were 

engaged online. 12,389 were engaged using the audio visual approach, 12,213 were 

engaged using the learning kit, while 48,672 were engaged using both print and 

broadcast. All these numbers increased week-by-week as more and more students 

received their tablets. Madame Speaker, to date, across our school system, the 

government has made available to our children some  52, 164 tablets (18,000 + 34, 

164) and we have 31,000 more on the way for our Path students in Grades 7-9 and 

laptops for Grades 10-13.  

In addition, 23,563 teachers who were part of the Heads of Agreement received 

tablets, the appeals are being handled and the MoEYI is making arrangements for 

the new teachers that have come into the system since then to also receive a tablet.  

Corporate Jamaica, our diaspora and international partners have heard the 

Government’s call for One Laptop or Tablet per Child in Jamaica and have jumped 

on board. In my next statement, Madame Speaker I will detail the success of that 

initiative. Many companies and individuals have been donating tablets to our 

children. We ask that companies and individuals contact the National Education 

Trust at (876-967-9007) let us know which schools and how many devices they have 

donated so that we can track it in our database in order not to give a device to the 

same child twice.  Of equal importance Madame Speaker, this will allow the MoEYI 

to install the MoEYI e-resources app which will make it easier for the student to 

navigate the online platform. Let me say a big thank you to the many companies and 

individuals who have heard the call and stepped forward to make their contributions. 

We will acknowledge you publicly in a subsequent statement to Parliament.  

 

 



3 
 

Connectivity 

Madame Speaker, on the issue of connectivity, as of the first of December, 98 of our 

schools that never had internet connectivity, now have connectivity using the 

satellite technology and there are two more schools set to complete their installation 

at the end of today December 8, 2020. Teachers who were having problems 

connecting at home have been coming to school to utilize the connectivity to reach 

our students. Madame Speaker, this administration is ensuring all our children are 

ready with the technological skills to meet the 21st century. 

Face-to-Face 

Understanding the importance of students and teachers coming back into the 

physical classrooms, we undertook a phased re-opening of schools beginning with a 

two week pilot of 17 schools across nine parishes. This was done November 10 to 

20. An interim report was presented to this parliament on Nov 17th.  

This pilot helped to build stakeholder support and foster confidence in having our 

students and teachers back in the physical classrooms as we continue to navigate the 

prevailing Covid-19 pandemic.  

Following the completion of the two weeks and a favourable evaluation report from 

the Planning and Development Division details of which were presented to the 

PAAC on Thursday, December 3, 2020), the 17 schools where permitted to continue 

their face-to-face teaching and learning activities.   

SAMPLING  

Madame Speaker, the highest number of reported attendance was one thousand 

seven hundred and fifty-seven (1,757) students , less than one-third (1/3 or 30%) of 
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the schools’ expected population of approximately five thousand eight hundred 

(5800) students. 

The positive/good practices were pre-Reopening preparation and During Reopening 

(operation) and include. 

 

Before implementation/reopening (Preparation Phase) 

 Inspection and assessment of the school’s physical plant 

(MoEYI/MoHW) 

 Stakeholder consultations and sensitization held (by MoHW, MoEYI 

and school boards/school leaders) 

 Planned organizational strategy such as school organization operations 

based on factors such as size of school and capacity that may allow for 

adequate spacing and class size. These include: whole day, staggered 

and rotation strategies. 

 Adequate and detailed planning and documentation of various daily 

school operations including movements from place to place 

(transitions) and frequent sanitization of public areas such as rest 

rooms, cafeterias, libraries, among others. Example: Entry and lunch 

operations were carefully planned by each school to ensure smooth 

delivery. 

 Timely and continuous provision of support from internal and external 

entities especially as it relates to physical, financial and human 

resources.    
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 Planned physical layout of classrooms and other gathering spots such 

as “mask safe spots” and assembly locations (adequate signage posted 

as guides) 

 Adequate awareness and reminders; signage acquired and strategically 

posted 

 Acquisition of additional physical and human resources to guarantee 

smooth fulfilment of Covid-19 safe school operations (mask wearing, 

social distancing, etc.). 

 Provision of adequate sanitization stations, strategically placed. 

 Sensitization and training to prepare staff members for additional duties 

and new staff members for assigned duties. Also, addressing of staff 

information needed on protocols for handling any arising medical 

emergencies/concerns through discussions and print. 

 Plan contingency for absence of needed resources such as water 

 Making concessionary plans related to before school and after school 

activities such as students coming to and going from school (PTA 

partnership and strengthen public transport partnership) 

 Establishing holding area/facilities and appropriately placed Isolation 

Room 

 Acquisition of adequate PPE material and sanitizing apparatus. 

During reopening (operational phase) 

 Active monitoring and feedback for adjustment to planned activities 
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 Ensure adequate staff members were assigned for all aspects of the 

plans (consider inclusion of additional workers for non-teaching 

activities such as sanitization and lunch/break assistance). 

 Active monitoring of students and staff (visitors) to ensure MoHW 

Covid-19 transmission prevention are being adhered to throughout the 

day. 

 Ongoing consultation with MoHW and MoEYI’s representatives on 

new developments. 

 Revising plans based on results of monitoring operation and adjusted 

for effectiveness and efficiency as it relates to safety and time 

management. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION FROM STAKEHOLDERS SURVEYS 

Of the students surveyed, the most popular method of transportation through such 

spaces was the public passenger vehicle (bus/taxi) at 44%. The secondary school 

students (80%) are in the majority of those children who commuted via public 

transportation.  

Walking was the main method of getting to school for 36% of students, while 11% 

used private vehicles. Only 8% of students took the school bus, a method more likely 

to be used by children in the primary school type (73%). 

 For those students who travelled in a vehicle, 70% said fellow 

passengers wore masks all the time. When asked if they felt safe while 

travelling to school, only a little over half (52%) of students answered 

in the affirmative.  
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 The resumption of face-to-face classes evoked a happy feeling for 63% 

of students, although some 30% of students reported being scared of 

contracting Covid-19. Disaggregated by level, the happy students were 

more likely to be found at the primary level schools (61%).  

 The most prevalent concern students had while in transit was “persons 

constantly talking while not wearing their masks”. This was indicated 

by 32% of the students. 

 

Of the 437 students who responded to the survey: 

 90% indicated “yes” that the Covid-19 safety measures have been 

clearly explained to them by the principal and other staff members at 

their school. 

 89% indicated “yes” they understand the Covid-19 safety measures that 

have been explained to them by the principal and other staff members 

at their school. 

 85% said “yes” in sharing their confidence that the safety measures put 

in place by their school will help to keep them safe from contracting 

Covid-19. 

 84% said “yes” to “If I forget to observe a safety measure I am reminded 

to do so by my teachers.” 

 77% said “yes” to their school has scheduled mask breaks. 

 61% said “yes” to thinking the duration of mask breaks is sufficient. 
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Madame Speaker, mask wearing was identified by 97% of the 352 student 

respondents and 58% of 118 teacher respondents as the most difficult protocol to 

maintain. 

CONCLUSION 

The school reopening pilot was deemed an overall success as it was able to achieve 

the following, satisfactorily, to promote a Covid-19 safe school environment in the 

seventeen (17) schools within the nine (9) days of the pilot. 

- entry protocols were found to be satisfactory 

- classroom protocols were also found to be satisfactory 

- isolation facilities were established and operational 

- hand sanitizing stations were adequate and strategically placed on 

school compounds 

- protocols for managing medical emergencies improved as the pilot 

went on 

- movement of students on the respective school compounds was 

managed effectively 

- lunch and break sessions were effectively managed 

- stakeholders felt face-to-face instruction offered improvements over 

the online modality 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, stakeholders expressed concern with respect to 

vehicular transportation. This was considered the most susceptible element in the 

plan for the way forward.  
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The Ministry of Education, Youth and Information has established a Transportation 

Sector working group to identify and address the general transportation needs of 

students to support the phased reopening of schools.  The membership of the 

working group includes representatives from the Ministry of Transport and Mining, 

the Transport Authority, JUTC and Montego Bay Metro. 

The working group has already convened two weekly meetings with a three-fold 

mandate: 

1. To ensure that adequate fleet of government owed buses are deployed to 

transport students within the areas currently served by JUTC and the 

Montego Bay Metro. 

 

2. To ensure that the COVID 19 protocols are established and operationalized 

to support the safety of the commuting public, especially our students. 

 

3. To support the MOEYI’s Rural Transportation Programme to engage 

route/ contract operators to provide transportation services to 

approximately 7,500 students from 250 primary and high schools across 

thirteen parishes.  Participating schools are authorized to contract eligible 

transport operators to provide a shuttle service to targeted PATH and other 

students to and from schools along targeted routes.  The phased 

implementation of the service has already commenced. 
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EVALUATION REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS  

Madame Speaker based on the findings, these are the recommendations going 

forward. 

● Timely and frequent sensitization and consultation meetings with 

stakeholders to increase buy-in (especially with parents).  

● Relocate students to schools closer to their homes to limit the need for 

public transportation. 

● Provision of efficient transportation service to ensure that students are 

transported safely to school. 

● Protocols for managing medical emergencies should be standardized and 

shared among all stakeholders. 

● Provision of additional human resource: staff is required for some schools, 

including, but not limited to, teachers, nurses, security guards, janitors, 

cooks and personnel to supervise children during breaks. 

● Provide specific guidelines upon consultation with the MoHW that govern 

mask wearing that discourage suffocation (asphyxiation).  

● Provision of additional physical resources as required in some schools, 

specifically furniture. 

● Replicate good practices identified for further reopening for face-to-face 

(where this is possible). 

● Continue phased selective reopening of schools for face-to-face teaching 

and learning based on previous selection criteria used for the pilot schools. 
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● Provide adequate notification to allow stakeholders time to physically and 

mentally prepare for face-to-face reopening. Priority should be given to 

examination groups at both secondary and primary schools 

 

THE WAY FORWARD 

Turning now to the way forward, Madame Speaker,  

Based on the extent of readiness, especially where schools are COVID-19 compliant, 

as well as stakeholders’ readiness and guided by the risk ranking methodology, 

another group of schools was identified for the continued phased re-opening of face-

to face instruction. 

 

High Schools 

Madame Speaker, there are one hundred and seventy one (171) High Schools across 

the Ministry’s seven (7) regions island-wide. Of this number, 87 (51%) High Schools 

are classified as Low Risk.  Of the 87, sixty six (66) are approved (COVID 

Compliant) by the MoHW and deemed satisfactory for re-opening. 

Primary Schools 

Madame, there are two hundred and eleven (211) primary schools classified as Low 

Risk of the seven hundred and sixty (760) primary schools.  

Of the 211 schools, fifty-nine (59) have been approved by the Ministry of Health 

and Wellness as COVID compliant and therefore ready for the phased face-to-face 

reopening.  



12 
 

Combined, that would be a total of 125 schools (59 primary schools and 66 high 

schools).  

Following a series of consultations with the selected schools to determine readiness 

of principals, teachers, parents and other stakeholders, 22 of the 125 schools (18 high 

schools and four primary schools) indicated their preference to take advantage of the 

remaining days of this term and were granted approval to commence on December 

7, 2020 and end on Dec, 18, 2020, the last day of the school term.  

Across the school system, there are 39 schools that are operating face-to-face as of 

December 7, 2020. This includes the 17 pilot schools. 

The other nine (9) schools will be approved to operate when their second COVID 

inspections are completed.  The MoHW has been asked to prioritise these schools.  

The remaining 86 schools indicated their preference to begin face-to-face on January 

4, 2020, the start of the new school term. As we move forward and as the MOHW 

continues its physical inspection of schools, the number of schools that can resume 

face-to-face will increase.  

 

Madame Speaker, we have already had consultations with principals of these schools 

who are already beginning to be in contact with parents. Schools are encouraged to 

make full use of ALL the approaches: online, audio visual (TV, radio, cable 

networks) and the Learning Kit. While engaged in the face-to-face, schools should 

also use the rotational approach in which some of their students will be in the 

physical classroom while others will utilize remote learning (online, audio-visual 

and learning kits). 
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Madame Speaker, we are not in normal times and so schools will continue to use 

ALL the approaches to ensure that our students continue to learn during this 

pandemic.  

The additional 22 schools that re-opened for face-to-face are: 

Bloomfield Primary 

Oracabessa High 

Seaforth High 

Seaside Primary 

 
Albert Town High 

Ferncourt High 

Troy High 

 
Cairn Curran Primary 

Frome Technical High 

Maud McLeod High 

Rhodes Hall High 

 
Aberdeen High  

Black River High  

Mile Gully High  

Newell High  

Park Mountain Primary 

St. Elizabeth Technical High  

 
Innswood High  

 
Bustamante High 

Central High 

Clarendon College 

Claude McKay High 

 

 

 



14 
 

Schools With Successful Online Engagements 

Madame Speaker, there are some schools that have had successful online 

engagement with students and teachers. Ardenne High School, Campion College, 

Mona High School, Papine High, Calabar High are examples. Some of the schools 

with successful online engagement have asked to continue using this modality even 

if they are selected for face-to-face. We fully support that Madame Speaker.   

Madame Speaker, as we look towards a new year and the promise of a Covid-19 

vaccination, we have to plan for exams for our students.  

We understand the impact on learning loss that would have happened during the 

pandemic and we want to assure parents and students that we have taken this into 

consideration for the Primary Exit Profile examination.  

For PEP 4-6, we have reduced the content coverage to be assessed, we have 

delayed the sitting of the Performance Task and the Curriculum Based Test for 

later dates in the year and we have planned interventions including the services of 

private education consultancy services to enable our students to perform at the best 

of their abilities.   

Among the positives of exams are that exams help our students to become more 

disciplined, gives them the ability to stay focused under pressure, teaches students 

time management, improves learning and students’ ability to take on new 

information. More important, exams give the qualifications our students need on 

their pathway to higher education and ultimately employment.  
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Madame Speaker, we believe we have balanced the negative impact of Covid-19 

on our students and the need to ensure that they do not lose the benefit of the exam 

on their educational journey. 

For the academic year 2020/2021, the Ministry of Education, Youth and Information 

(MoEYI) intends to administer the Primary Exit Profile (PEP) at Grade 6 using the 

usual approach guided by the COVID-19 protocols. These students’ profiles will 

comprise Grade 4 PEP done in 2019 and the Grade 6 components to be done in 2021.  

The MoEYI will advise on the weighting to be applied after a comprehensive study 

to be done by the consulting psychometrician on the students’ actual data.   

Ability Test  

The first component to be tested at Grade 6 is the Ability Test which will be 

administered, Tuesday, February 23, 2021.  It will measure students’ ability to 

reason with words and quantities (verbal and quantitative reasoning). This test 

consists of 40 Single-Select Multiple Choice Items. Students will complete the test 

in Test Booklets to be provided. 

The Performance Task 

The Performance Task is an activity or assessment that asks students to solve a 

problem by demonstrating their knowledge, understanding and proficiency. It is 

curriculum-based and assesses students’ grasp of concepts, principles and 

procedures from the Language Arts and Mathematics content.  The scores for the 

Performance Tasks for Language Arts and Mathematics will be combined with the 

scores the students receive in the respective Curriculum Based Tests to give an 

overall score of the students’ achievement of the learning goals of the National 

Standards Curriculum (NSC) for the different subjects.  
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The dates for the Performance Tasks for Grade 6 students for the academic year 

2020-2021 are as follows:- 

 Thursday, April 22, 2021 – Language Arts Performance Tasks 

 Friday, April 23, 2021 – Mathematics Performance Tasks 

The examination will be structured as outlined below:  

Language Arts Performance Task – 2 hours 

This test will assess students’ ability to gather information from multiple sources. 

Here students will be assessed in Reading, Writing and Research. It will consist of 

four to six questions. The content to be covered by the Grade 6 Performance Task in 

Language Arts 2021 will be taken from the following areas of the National Standards 

Curriculum:  

Reading Comprehension - Term 1 - Unit 1 & Unit 2 

Research - Term 1 - Unit 1 & Unit 2; Term 2, Unit 1 only 

Writing - Term 1- Unit 1 & Unit 2; Term 2, Unit 1 only  

Mathematics Performance Task – 2 Hours 

This test assesses students’ ability to demonstrate understanding of mathematical 

concepts.  Students will be assessed in concept and procedure, problem solving, 

communication and modeling. Students will be given four to six questions; they will 

be given an opportunity based on a scenario to make their unique choices. The 

content to be covered by the Grade 6 Performance Task in Mathematics 2021 will 

be taken from the following areas:  

Number, Measurement, Geometry and Statistics & Probability - Term 1, Unit 1 to 

Unit 4 and Term 2, Unit 1 only. 
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In an effort to prepare our students, teachers are asked to follow the objectives as 

outlined in the National Standards Curriculum. 

Curriculum Based Test – 1 ½ Hours  

This component of PEP will comprise items that may span between the Depth of 

Knowledge (DOK) level 1 to DOK level 3.  At the lowest level, students may be 

asked to reproduce facts or simple procedures.  

DOK Level 2 requires engagement of mental processing beyond recalling or 

reproducing a response. That is, students will take the simple facts (from DOK-1) 

and further process them to illustrate knowledge that was not directly taught.  At the 

DOK level 3, students are expected to make short-term use of higher order thinking 

processes, such as analysis and evaluation, to solve real-world problems with 

predictable outcomes. Stating one’s reasoning is a key marker of tasks that fall into 

this particular category. 

The dates for this examination for Grade 6 Students for the academic year 2020/2021 

are:-     

Tuesday, May 25, 2021 – Language Arts and Science 

Wednesday, May 26, 2021 – Mathematics and Social Studies 

The Ministry, through its usual Bulletins to schools, is sharing this update and we 

are asking school administrators to ensure that the information is shared with all our 

stakeholders as we prepare the way forward for the smooth administration of this 

crucial examination. 
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CXC 

Madame Speaker, please be reminded that as a result of the pandemic CXC had 

modified the 2020 sitting of the CSEC and CAPE exams which resulted in a delayed 

sitting, the removal of the Paper 2 and thus the administration of Paper 1 (multiple 

choice paper) combined with the SBAs, 100% of which were moderated.   

This Ministry has commenced consultations with the CXC concerning the 2021 

sitting of the CSEC and CAPE examinations.  The CXC has explained that based on 

their psychometrical analysis, it is not recommended that they reduce the content 

coverage for their exams but that they proceed with a delayed sitting of the exam 

from May/June to June/July given the ongoing pandemic.  CXC has also proposed 

to return to using the regular format of the exams: Paper 1, Paper 2 and the SBAs 

with 100% moderation.   

From consultation with our principals of high schools, concerns have been expressed 

about the ability of our students to complete these exams successfully given the 

challenges with pedagogical continuity due to the limitations on in-person learning.  

The Ministry shares these concerns and has begun further negotiations with the 

CXC.  Our nation will be updated in short order as to the outcomes of these 

deliberations. 
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Diagnostic Test 

Madame Speaker, the Ministry undertook the preparation of 33 different Diagnostic 

Tests that were administered at the school level to support our teachers in preparing 

for the teaching an intervention plans for the new school year.  The tests were 

designed to identify the nature of the gaps in learning which we expected given the 

following variables: 

1. stress of the pandemic,  

2. the fractured connectivity and digital divide,  

3. the inexperience with virtually teaching and learning for 

both teachers and students 

4. Lack of parental support given the new demands being 

made on our parents 

5. Limited access to conducive learning environment for our 

students in the remote experience 

6. The usual learning loss that takes place over the summer 

break among other socio-economic factors.     

Based on the analytical reports, we know that there are gaps at all levels and we 

believe that it is not beyond the competencies of our instructional leaders and experts 

to address these gaps.  We will assist our teachers to be more targeted and intentional, 

we will expose them to capability building empowerment sessions, we will identify 

our strongest teachers and use them in collaborative experiences through the Quality 

Education Circles which are established communities of practice.  We will work 

with our key stakeholders to ensure no child is left behind. 
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Own Your Own Device (OYOD) 

As of December 7, 2020, there has been a total of 16,419 applications submitted to 

the electronic system.  

In terms of application states, based on the initial verification, 15,093 applicants 

have met the criteria to qualify for the incentive, while 1,299 applications did not 

meet the criteria and 27 applicants have been placed for consideration.  

A second stage of verification will be done to validate the applicant’s income against 

the Tax Administration of Jamaica’s database as well as a validation of whether or 

not the student already owns a device. As stated previously, we are ensuring that we 

do not give a device to the same child twice. 

The deadline for the electronic system for the Own Your Own Device (OYOD) 

incentive programme has been extended to December 31, 2020. The Ministry has 

taken the decision to process the applications that were submitted before or on 

December 4, 2020 to allow successful applicants the chance to redeem their 

vouchers within the coming weeks, while still allowing the application portal to 

remain open for others to continue applying. The Ministry has also taken the decision 

to increase the annual income requirement of Parents/Guardians from $300,000 to 

$500,000. 

 

Applicants who are having issues with their Tax Registration Number (TRN) are 

being asked to get in touch with the Tax Administration of Jamaica. The Ministry 

also wishes to advise the public that the Student Registration Number (SRN) is 

required for the Own Your Own Device Application Process. Parents/guardian who 

intend to apply for the voucher incentive under the Own Your Own Device initiative, 

must have the SRN for their child in order to complete the application process. 
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If a parent cannot locate the student registration number for their child, that parent 

may visit or contact the child’s school where the number will be provided following 

a verification process. The parent may also obtain the number by contacting the 

NSRS Unit at the Ministry of Education, Youth and Information at the following 

numbers and email address: 

o NSRS Unit - 876-612-5702, ext. 2418 to 2420  

o Email: nsrs@moey.gov.jm 

o Help Desk - 888-EDU-CATE (888-338-2283) OR 888-SCH-TIME 

(888-724-8463) 

o Email: educate@educate.gov.jm OR oyod@moey.gov.jm 

Virtual Town Hall Meeting with Parents  

As the MoEYI moves forward with its phased reopening plans for a number of 

schools, there is a recognized need to include the general public as part of its 

sensitization plan. The Ministry, in collaboration with the National Parenting 

Support Commission (NPSC) and Child Protection and Family Services Agency 

(CPFSA) has organized a virtual town hall meeting for Wednesday, December 9, 

2020 at 6:00pm – 7:30pm. This town hall on returning to face-to-face instruction 

safely will provide parents, educators, and students with a platform to voice their 

concerns and provide them with expert responses.  

The panelists for the townhall will include myself, State Minister in the Ministry of 

Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Robert Morgan, Acting Permanent 

Secretary, Dr. Grace McLean, Acting Chief Education Officer, Dr. Kasan Troupe, 

Chief Executive Officer of the National Parenting Support Commission, Ms 

Kaysia Kerr and the Executive Director of the Child Protection and Family 

Services Agency, Mrs Rosalee Gage Grey. 

mailto:nsrs@moey.gov.jm
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Madame Speaker a lot has been done and we are conscious that much more needs 

to be done. We will continue to push forward in the best interest of our children. 

 

Thank you Madame Speaker. 

-0- 


