
PRIME MINISTER the 
Most hon. Andrew 
holness is expressing 

gratitude this holiday season, 
to public health workers and 
front-line responders, who 
have dedicated their lives to 
keeping the country safe.  
      he said they continue to 
do an outstanding job in 
extremely difficult and trying 
circumstances heightened by 
the coronavirus (CoViD-19) 
pandemic.   
      “we owe them a debt of 
gratitude. significant break-
throughs in treatment, testing 
and vaccines, give us hope and 
optimism but even so, we 
should not become compla-
cent,” Prime Minister holness 

said during his Christmas Day 
Message. 
      he informed that Jamaica 
is a participating country in 

the global CoVAX Facility 
under which the country has 
equal access to vaccines 
once they are developed.   
      “we will not immediately 
have enough vaccines for 
every Jamaican to be immu-
nised. we will therefore need 
to prioritise access through 
fair and transparent criteria to 
focus on front-line workers 
first and our most vulnerable 
population. however, all Jam-
aicans who want the vaccine 
will be able to access it free of 
cost when it becomes widely 
available,” Mr. holness said. 
      in the meantime, the 
Prime Minister said Jamaicans 
must continue to be vigilant 
and compliant.   

      “Let us use our creativity 
to make the new normal of 
seeing our relatives and 
friends online or by telephone, 
a special occasion. For those 
who have recently travelled, 
please observe strictly, the 
quarantine restrictions and 
keep away from vulnerable 
groups, particularly your eld-
erly family members and per-
sons with comorbidities,” Mr. 
holness said. 
      he further urged Jamaicans 
to “not drop the baton… on 
what is hopefully, the last leg 
of this long ordeal.  we are a 
resilient people and i have 
absolute confidence that we 
will overcome.” 
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thE goVErnMEnt is reit-
erating that the curfew 
orders over the holiday sea-
son, in particular on 
December 31, 2020, and 
January 1, 2021, will be 
strictly enforced. 
      on December 31, 2020, 
the curfew will begin at 10 p.m. 
and end at 5 a.m. on new 
year’s Day (January 1, 2021). 
      on new year’s Day, the 
curfew will begin at 7 p.m. and 
end at 5 a.m. on January 2, 
2020. 
      the religious community 
is also being reminded that 
the agreement reached with 
the Jamaica Council of 

Churches, is for church 
services to be held within 
regular hours in observance 
of the curfew. 
      however, during the cur-
few, pastors, technical lead-
ers who deal with streaming 
and musicians, are allowed 
special passes to be on the 
road after curfew hours to 
facilitate the live streaming 
of watch night services. 
      Congregants are there-
fore reminded to remain 
home during the curfew 
hours and view watch night 
services on the platforms 
made available by their 
respective churches. 

Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness

nigEriAn AirLinE, Air 
Peace, made its historic 
direct flight from Lagos to 
the sangster international 
Airport in Montego Bay, st. 
James, on December 21. 
      it is the first non-stop 
flight to the island from 
nigeria and is aimed at 
exploring the possibility of 
direct round-trip commercial 
airlift between the two desti-
nations. 
      the flight, with 132 pas-
sengers, including nigeria’s 
Foreign Affairs Minister, 
geoffrey onyeama, his wife 
sulola onyeama, and 19 
crew members, arrived at 
approximately 10:15 p.m. 
the 12-hour trip was 
arranged by tour Company, 
nigerians travel too, in part-
nership with Air Peace. 
      A high-level delegation 
led by Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Foreign trade, 
senator the hon. Kamina 
Johnson smith, and transport 
and Mining Minister, hon. 
robert Montague, was on 
hand to greet the passengers. 

      senator Johnson smith, 
in welcoming the nigerians 
to Jamaican shores, said the 
flight will help to boost trade 
relations between the two 
countries and also strengthen 
their relationship, through tour- 
ism, air services and culture. 
      she noted that in addition 
to the economic benefits, 

there is opportunity to build 
on the historical and cultural 
ties between the countries. 
      For his part, Minister 
Montague informed that 
nigeria and Jamaica will 
work to complete an air 
service agreement that has 
been in the pipeline and is 
aimed at improving air link-

ages between the two     
countries as well as explore 
opportunities in manufacturing 
and transportation import. 
      in his remarks, Mr. 
onyeama, described the visit 
as the “dawn of a new rela-
tionship” between nigeria 
and Jamaica. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Senator the Hon. Kamina Johnson Smith 
(centre), engages in discussion with Nigeria’s Foreign Affairs Minister, Geoffrey 
Onyeama (left), following the arrival of a historic direct flight from Lagos, Nigeria, at the 
Sangster International Airport in Montego Bay, St. James, on December 21. At right is 
Minister of Transport and Mining, Hon. Robert Montague. 

St. Mary Fishers Receive Grants  
to Purchase Equipment

thirty FishErs from st. 
Mary, who have been hit 
hard by the coronavirus 
(CoViD-19) pandemic, have 
been provided with cash 
vouchers valued at $30,000 
each to acquire fishing gear 
and other inputs. 
      Minister of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, hon. Floyd 
green, handed over the 
vouchers during a ceremony 
held recently at the st. 
theresa roman Catholic 
Church in Annotto Bay. 
      grants in similar amounts 
were presented to fishers 
operating at hellshire, 
hunts Bay, Port henderson, 
and old harbour Bay in st. 
Catherine on December 9. 
      the support is part of a 
broader incentive pro-
gramme under which 4,740 
licensed fishers across 137 
communities, will receive 
vouchers valued at $15,000 
each to purchase fishing gear. 
      Fisherfolk operating at 
fishing beaches in st. Mary 

and st. Catherine who were 
unable to go to sea due to 
lockdowns in May and April, 
respectively, were targeted 
for special assistance. 
      they would have lost or 
suffered damages to their 
fishing equipment that were 
at sea during the period and 
left unattended. these 
include primarily trap fisher-
men and some net and line 
fishers. 
      “we know for a lot of 
you, 2020 has been a chal-
lenging year, and we have 
to ensure that, just as we 
are there to respond to our 
farmers in their times of 
need, we have to be there to 
respond to our fishermen in 
their times of need,” 
Minister green said. 
      he said it is important 
for the government to offer 
assistance that will stimu-
late the fisheries sector at 
this time, and provide 
encouragement for those 
who want to get into fishing. 

Eight ownErs of micro-
enterprises in Denham town, 
Kingston, have benefited 
from equipment valued at 
$2.8 million towards improving 
their businesses.  
      the support was provided 
under the Enterprise Develop- 
ment Project being imple-
mented by the Jamaica 
social investment Fund (JsiF) 
under the integrated Com-
munity Development Project 
(iCDP) Phase 2. 
      these community entre-
preneurs, which include 
cookshop operators, a dress-
maker, a barber, and a rabbit 
farmer, were presented with 
stoves, freezers, a sewing 
machine, a rag warmer and 
other items. 

      Minister of Local 
government and rural 
Development and Member    
of Parliament for west 
Kingston, hon. Desmond 
McKenzie, in his remarks at 
the presentation ceremony 
held at the Denham town 
Community Centre on 
tuesday (December 22), told 
the      beneficiaries to look at 
the investment as one for the 
improvement of the entire 
community. 
      “i want to encourage you, 
those of you who are receiving 
these items today, to make 
use of them and to ensure 
that you appreciate and 
remember that many more 
will benefit once you make a 

success of it,” Mr. McKenzie 
said. 
      For his part, Managing 
Director, JsiF, omar sweeney, 
said that the Enterprise 
Development Project is for 
the improvement of Denham 
town and the other commu-
nities that stand to benefit 
from the undertaking.  
      other communities that 
will receive support under the 
Enterprise Development 
Project include greenwich 
town and August town in   
st. Andrew; treadlight in 
Clarendon; and Anchovy, salt 
spring and Mount salem in 
st. James. 
   

Minister of Local Government and Rural Development and Member of Parliament for West 
Kingston, Hon. Desmond McKenzie (centre), and Managing Director, Jamaica Social 
Investment Fund (JSIF), Omar Sweeney (left), listen as young entrepreneur, Taje Johnson, 
shares how his new stove will enhance his cookshop operation. Occasion was a ceremony 
for the handover of equipment to micro-entrepreneurs in Denham Town, Kingston, under 
JSIF's Enterprise Development Project at the Denham Town Community Centre on 
December 22.

Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. Floyd Green 
(left), looks at fishing gear on display at a ceremony for 
the handover of grants to fishermen from St. Mary at the 
St. Theresa Roman Catholic Church held recently. Others 
(from 2nd left) are President, South East St. Mary 
Fisherman’s Group, Natalee Lynch; Minister of State for 
Industry, Investment and Commerce  and Member of 
Parliament for St. Mary South Eastern, Norman Dunn; 
and Board Chairman, National Fisheries Authority, 
Lieutenant Commander, George Overton. 

Micro-Entrepreneurs in Denham Town Receive Equipment Valued at $2.8 Million

Minister of Local Government and Rural 
Development, Hon. Desmond McKenzie 
(left), making sure that Silvera Nelson is 
happy with her meal  at the official launch 
of the Kingston and St. Andrew Municipal 
Soup Kitchen, on December 20 at Church 
Street in downtown Kingston.

Launch of the Kingston  
and St. Andrew  
Municipal Soup  
Kitchen

Jamaica Welcomes Historic Flight From Nigeria 

Bulletin Dec. 28, 2020.qxp_Layout 1  24/12/2020  1:33 PM  Page 1


