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Gov’t to Tackle Non-Revenue
Water Loss in Portmore
T

He gOVernmenT is
to spend us$13 million over the next five
years on a major project
aimed at reducing water loss
and improving supply of the
precious commodity to residents of Portmore in st.
Catherine.
Prime minister the most
Hon. andrew Holness, on
December 17, signed the
contract for the Portmore Comanagement non-revenue
Water (nrW) reduction Programme, during a virtual ceremony from Jamaica House.
The programme activities,
which also have the objective
of improving the overall efficiency of the national Water
Commission’s (nWC) operations, will be executed by the
Commission in partnership
with global water utility company, miya Water Jamaica,
under a performance-based
contract.
mr. Holness, in his address
at the signing, pointed out
that water loss due to old
leaky infrastructure, inefficiencies and theft is costly to the
government.
“at some points, as high
as 70 per cent of the water

PM Tables New Voluntary
NIDS Bill

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (front row, 2nd left) and Country Manager for
Miya Water Jamaica, Alvahro Ramal (front row, 2nd right), bump elbows as they exchange
copies of a signed contract to undertake the five-year, US$13 million Portmore Co-management
Non-Revenue Water (NRW) Reduction Programme. The signing ceremony took place during
a virtual ceremony at Jamaica House on December 17. Sharing the moment (front row,
from left), are: Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job
Creation, Senator the Hon. Aubyn Hill; and newly appointed NWC Chairman, Michael Shaw.
In the background (from left) are: Councillor for Bridgeport in Portmore, Kenord Grant;
Member of Parliament for South Eastern St. Catherine, Robert Miller; Member of
Parliament for Southern St. Catherine, Fitz Jackson; and President of the NWC, Mark
Barnett.
generated would have gone
into either technical loss that
means the system is leaking
or through illegal abstraction,”
he noted.
mr. Holness said through
the undertaking, the nWC will
be able to determine where

the leaks are on the Portmore
water network, repair them
quickly and regularise meters.
newly appointed nWC
Chairman, michael shaw,
explained that under the
Portmore nrW programme,
old pipes will be replaced to

PM Launches HEART/NSTA Trust Mobile Training Unit
Prime minisTer the most
Hon. andrew Holness, on
December 16, launched the
HearT/nsTa Trust’s new
mobile Training unit at garmex
academy in Kingston.
The unit, which has been
retrofitted to provide classroom
space for approximately 20
students, will serve trainees,
particularly in rural areas, who
are facing difficulty in completing face-to-face assessments or skills training, due to
the coronavirus (COViD-19).
it is internet-enabled for
students to connect, and has
bathroom facilities and other
conveniences.
Prime minister Holness
said that the acquisition of the
mobile unit will enable the
national training agency to
reach and intervene in the
lives of “incompleters” and
unattached and underserved
persons in remote, rural areas,
who do not have the services
of the HearT/nsTa Trust
where they live.
“The incompleters are
those who may have started a

Tourism Minister,
Edmund Bartlett

Hon.

Tourism minister, Hon.
edmund Bartlett, made the
disclosure during the sitting
of the House of representatives on December 15.
“We are cautiously optimistic that we will see a 40
per cent increase in arrivals

latory framework that supports safe, secure and reliable verification of identity
information for citizens of
Jamaica and persons ordinarily resident in Jamaica,”
mr. Holness said.
He told the House that
participation of eligible persons in the system must be
voluntary.
Prime minister Holness
said that only biographic
and biometric data that is
absolutely necessary to
ensure the efficacy of the
process will be taken.
“most importantly, the
Bill is indicative of this
administration’s responsiveness in ensuring that the
rule of law is observed and
that the rights of the people
are protected. The Bill
reflects this administration’s
commitment to make laws
for the peace, order and
good
governance
of
Jamaica,” he added.

Hon. Juliet Holness Presents Gifts and Care Packages
to Children from Harbour View and Bull Bay

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) using
one of the laptop computers in the HEART/NSTA Trust
Mobile Training Unit, which was launched on December 16
at the Garmex Academy in Kingston. Looking on are Chairman,
Board of Directors, HEART/NSTA Trust, Edward Gabbidon (left)
and Managing Director, HEART/NSTA Trust, Dr. Janet Dyer.
programme or those who
were never in a programme
but engaged some form of
certification that they did not
complete. They may have
some elements of a course,
but they don’t have all of it to
get the certification, and with
this mobile facility, we will be
able to reach them where they

317,701 Visitors Since Reopening
of Borders
Preliminary
figures
from the Jamaica Tourist
Board (JTB) indicate that
since the June 15 reopening
of the borders to international
travellers, some 317,701 visitors arrived in the island to up
to December 14, generating
more than us$450 million in
earnings.

reduce leaks and modern
meters installed, so that the
customers can benefit from
more accurate bills.
in addition, he said that
more residents will be added to
the network, thereby regularising their water supply.

Prime minisTer the most.
Hon. andrew Holness, on
December 15, tabled the
national identification and
registration act 2020, which
makes provisions for a voluntary and secure national
identification system (niDs)
for Jamaica.
The legislation has been
referred to a Joint select
Committee of Parliament for
detailed review.
speaking in the House
of representatives, Prime
minster Holness said the
identification system has
the potential to positively
transform the efficacy and
transparency of interactions
between the state and
citizens and residents, with
significant additional positive
effects for private businesses.
“The Bill will serve as
the legal basis for the establishment of a robust, efficient and effective national
identification system underpinned by a legal and regu-

over the winter season, when
compared to the preceding
periods of massive downturn. This augurs well for the
70 per cent of our furloughed
tourism workers who are still
off the job,” mr. Bartlett said.
He noted that as a sector,
stakeholders have been
working together tirelessly
from the onset of the COViD19 pandemic, to minimise its
impact here in Jamaica and
to safeguard the tourism
industry.
“i am pleased to say this
united effort is paying off
handsomely as we take bold
and decisive steps to safeguard tourism workers, visitors and residents. i am confident that the tourism sector
will rebound as it has done
many times before,” mr.
Bartlett said.
He reminded the lower
House that tourism has been
the most resilient sector of
the national economy over
the past 30 years, having
expanded by 36 per cent
against total cumulative economic growth of 10 per cent.

are and in a comfortable
facility,” he noted.
mr. Holness hailed the initiative, noting that it shows the
commitment on the part of the
government “to reach every
single Jamaican”.

Wife of the Prime Minister, the Most Hon. Juliet Holness (2nd left), presents Itrula
Parker (left) with a bag of goodies, while Chris Ann Mais collects a gift from Director
of Grocers of Jamaica, Bruce Loshusan. Occasion was the presentation of gifts and
care packages to children from Harbour View and Bull Bay in St. Andrew, at St.
Benedict’s Primary School in Harbour View on December 16.

CPFSA Gets Tablets From USAID for Children in State Care
THe CHilD Protection and
family services agency
(CPfsa) has received 1,500
tablet computers from the
united states agency for
international Development
(usaiD), to support online
learning of children in state
care.

The devices, which have
been donated under the
ministry of education, youth
and information’s ‘One
laptop or Tablet per Child
initiative’, were handed over
during the Transitional living
Programme for Children in
state Care (TlP-CsC) cere-

mony, held at the university
of the West indies (uWi)
regional Headquarters in
Kingston, on December 16.
a 16-seat Toyota Hiace
bus has also been donated
to the CPfsa by the usaiD,
to transport children in state
care. This is the fourth vehicle

Minister of Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Fayval Williams (2nd left) and
Country Representative, United States Agency for International Development
(USAID), Jason Fraser (3rd left), display tablets during the handover of 1,500 of the
devices by the USAID to the Child Protection and Family Services Agency (CPFSA),
under the Ministry's 'One Laptop or Tablet Per Child Initiative'. The ceremony was held
at the University of the West Indies (UWI) Regional Headquarters in Kingston, on
December 16. Also displaying tablets are Chief Executive Officer (CEO), CPFSA,
Rosalee Gage Gray (left), and Pro Vice Chancellor (Global Affairs) and Principal, UWI
Open Campus, Dr. Luz Longsworth.

donated by the usaiD to the
CPfsa.
The bus will be handed
over to muirton residential
Child Care facility.
minister of education,
youth and information, Hon.
fayval Williams, in her
address at the ceremony,
thanked the usaiD for the
generous donation, which,
she said, will assist in
improving the outcomes of
these vulnerable children.
“Thank you for hearing
our appeal in terms of the
donation of the tablets. Our
appeal is simply this – one
laptop or tablet per child
across the education system
in Jamaica. it is our mandate
to eliminate the digital divide,”
she said.
noting the significant
contributions of the usaiD to
the TlP-CsC project, mrs.
Williams thanked the agency
for its support of the project,
which she noted, has positively impacted an estimated
1,000 children in state care
who are making the transition
to independent living.
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