
PRIME MINISTER the  
most Hon. andrew 
Holness has empha -

sised that jamaicans should 
embrace digital technology 
and commerce in line with a 
commitment by the Gov-       
ernment and the banking sec-
tor to financial inclusion for all 
jamaicans. 
      “all banks and the 
Government have committed 
to financial inclusion, meaning 
that all jamaicans must be 
able to access and participate 
in the formal banking system. 
      they must be able to 
access banking services and 
banking products, but on the 
other hand, there is the effi-
ciency as to how these products 
and services are delivered,” 
he said.  
      the Prime minister was 
speaking at the re-opening of the 
renovated Scotiabank Centre at 
the Corner of duke and Port 
royal Streets, in downtown 
Kingston, on december 10.  
      the ground floor of the bank 
now has: seven new intelligent 
deposit machines/automated 
teller machines, drop boxes 
for cash deposits, a newly 
installed online customer serv-

ice system and a social zone 
with iPads for customer use.     
      mr. Holness congratulated 
the financial institution on the 
milestone achievement and 
the reinvestment. 
      “the newly renovated 
Scotiabank Centre brings mod-
ern state-of-the-art customer 

and employee conveniences 
to downtown, Kingston, and 
fits perfectly with the 
Government’s plan for the 
greater development of down- 
town, Kingston,” the Prime 
minister said. 

      

He further noted that       
the vision to overhaul the      

traditional transactional nature 
of banking halls and to trans-
form them into hubs of      
financial empowerment for 
customers, will promote fin-
ancial inclusion, which is a    
necessary measure for jamaica 
to increase productivity and 
efficiency. 

Jamaicans Should Embrace  
Digital Technology – PM

PM  Launches Southern Plains  
Agricultural Development Project

ADVT.

Prime miniSter the most 
Hon. andrew Holness, on 
december 10, officially 
launched the Southern 
Plains agricultural develop-
ment (SPad) Project, which 
seeks to increase produc-
tivity and access to markets 
for farmers in St. Catherine 
and Clarendon. 
      in his address at the     
virtual ceremony, Prime 
minister Holness said the 
SPad Project is a direct 
response to the need to 
repurpose lands previously 
under sugar cane in the 
parishes of St. Catherine 
and Clarendon. 
      He stated that the proj-
ect targets 795 hectares of 
Government-owned lands 
to be leased to farmers in 
the communities of amity 
Hall in St. Catherine and 
Parnassus in Clarendon. 
      “Small and medium-
sized farmers are to make 
up the majority of the bene-
ficiaries. they will have 495 
hectares allocated to them. 
Some 15 per cent of the 
space, that is 124 hectares, 
will be reserved for women 
farmers and 70 acres will be 
set aside for young farmers,” 
mr. Holness said. 

      He added that the 
planned infrastructure works 
will incorporate climate 
change measures, such as 
improved irrigation, drainage 
and flood control systems, 
and farm roads expansion 
and rehabilitation. 

      the project is being 
funded through a grant of 
approximately £17 million 
from the United Kingdom 
Caribbean infrastructure 
Fund (UKCiF), administered 
by the Caribbean develop-
ment Bank (CdB). 
      For his part, minister of 
agriculture and Fisheries, 
Hon. Floyd Green, said the 
ministry has started to 
organise farmers and farming 
groups to ensure that they 
can garner the benefits of 
this project. 

miniSter oF Finance and 
the Public Service, dr. the 
Hon. nigel Clarke, says pay-
ments that are outstanding 
under two components of the 
Government’s $10 billion 
CoVid-19 allocation of 
resources for employees 
(Care) Programme, are 
expected to be made during 
december. 
      Speaking during a media 
briefing on december 10, dr. 
Clarke noted that some pay-
ments under the Supporting 
employees with the transfer 
of Cash (Set Cash) and 
Business employee Support 
and transfer of Cash (BeSt 
Cash) Programmes for the 
three-month period from 
September to november, 
have not yet been made. 

      this, he noted, was partly 
due to the incompletion of 
the processing of payments 
for beneficiaries. 

      “But i have been assured 
that the processing will be 
completed for all those       
payments… for September, 
october and november, to 
be made in the month of 
december,” the minister said. 
      the Set Cash Programme 
provides grants for workers 
with taxable income of up to 
$1.5 million, who were laid off 
or lost their jobs as at march 
10 when the first confirmed 
coronavirus (CoVid-19) case 
was recorded in jamaica. 
      the BeSt Cash compo-
nent provides grants to sup-
port businesses in tourism 
and related sectors in retain-
ing employees whose taxable 
income is $1.5 million, or less.   
      approximately 50,000 
persons have been receiving 

stipends under both compo-
nents since the payments 
commenced midyear.    
      the Care Programme 
provides temporary cash 
transfers to individuals and 
businesses to cushion the 
economic fallout from the 
pandemic. 

Minister of Finance and the 
Public Service, Dr. the Hon. 
Nigel Clarke, emphasises a 
point while speaking during 
a media briefing at the 
Ministry on December 10. 
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“Small and  
medium-sized 
farmers are to 
make up the 

majority of the 
beneficiaries. 
They will have  
495 hectares  
allocated to 

them.”

miniSter oF Local Gov-
ernment and rural develop-
ment, Hon. desmond 
mcKenzie, says that no per-
mits have been granted by 
the municipal corporations 
for parties and events any-
where in jamaica, and the 
staging of these illegal acti-
vities will be stopped by the 
police. 
      He was speaking during 
the sitting of the House            
of representatives on 
december 8. 

      a ban has been placed 
on the staging of parties and 
events as part of measures to 
reduce the transmission of 
the coronavirus (CoVid-19). 
      minister mcKenzie said 
that despite the ban, more 
than 300 events are being 
held every week, right across 
the country, in total breach of 
the health and safety proto-
cols. 
      “there have been bike 
shows, wakes and grave-   
digging ceremonies, church 

services with numbers that 
have exceeded the require-
ment, round robins and street 
dances,” he noted. 
      the minister said he is 
also aware of a trend by pro-
motors to use private pages 
on Facebook and other social 
media platforms to promote 
these illegal parties. 
      He highlighted events, 
which he said, will be 
stopped, including Kidz 
mania family fun day, adver-
tised for december 24 at 

Bourbon Beach in negril; 
‘Beat Street Pop Up market’ 
for december 20 in West 
Kingston; and ‘dub Club 
Love’, held weekly at Skyline 
drive in upper St andrew. 
      mr. mckenzie added that 
the Government has no 
intention of stifling the enter-
tainment sector. 
 

Outstanding CARE  Programme Payments to be Made This Month

Petrojam Limited has 
donated fuel valued at 
$350,000 to the ministry of 
Health and Wellness to off-
set transportation expenses 
related to the fight against 
the coronavirus (CoVid-19). 
      minister of Science, 
energy and technology, 
Hon. daryl Vaz, symbolically 
handed over the fuel to 
State minister in the ministry 
of Health and Wellness, 
Hon. juliet Cuthbert Flynn, 
during a ceremony at the 
refinery’s marcus Garvey 
drive facility on december 9. 
      He said that the donation 
will support the work of 
health personnel as they    
traverse across the length 
and breadth of the island to 
do contact tracing, surveil-
lance, testing and public 
awareness and outreach. 
      “the ministry of Health 
and Wellness has been at 
the forefront of our fight 
against CoVid-19, and it is 
only fitting that we do our 
part to fuel and support the 
work of this very important 
sector in jamaica,” he said. 

      mrs. juliet Cuthbert Flynn, 
in expressing gratitude, noted 
that the donation will “go a 
far way” in supporting the 
activities of the health teams. 
      meanwhile, Petrojam 
Chairman, Wayne Chen, 

said the donation forms part 
of the company’s corporate 
social responsibility and 
seeks to strengthen the 
capacity of the Health 
ministry. 

Minister of Science, Energy and Technology, Hon. Daryl 
Vaz (left), puts fuel in a South East Regional Health 
Authority (SERHA) vehicle, during a ceremony for the 
donation of fuel valued $350,000 to the Ministry of 
Health and Wellness to support the fight against the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, at the Petrojam 
Limited refinery located on Marcus Garvey Drive in 
Kingston on December 9.  Others (from second left) are 
Chairman, Board of Directors, Petrojam Limited, Wayne 
Chen;  General Manager, Petrojam Limited, Winston 
Watson (partially hidden); State Minister in the Health 
Ministry, Hon. Juliet Cuthbert Flynn; and Vice Chair, 
Board of Directors Petrojam, Metry Seaga.

Education, Youth and Information Minister, Hon. Fayval Williams (centre), is presented 
with a tablet by Director, Administration and Special Projects, Kemtek Development 
and Construction Limited (KDC), Karl Tulloch (left), during the handover of 100 tablets 
donated by the corporate entity to five schools, in support of the Ministry’s ‘One 
Laptop or Tablet per Child Initiative’. Also pictured is Director of Technical Services, 
KDC, Handel Tulloch. The ceremony was held at the Ministry, in Kingston, on 
December 9.

Petrojam Donates $350,000 Worth of  
Fuel to Support COVID Fight

No Permits Granted for Parties

Company Donates 100 Tablets to Schools

Minister of Local Government and Rural Development, 
Hon. Desmond McKenzie, displays a flyer promoting an 
illegal party, during the sitting of the House of 
Representatives on December 8. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (2nd right) examines the new iPad tablets 
customers will use in the banking hall of the renovated Scotiabank Centre in downtown, 
Kingston, which was  reopened, on December 10.  With the Prime Minister (from left) are:  
Opposition Spokesman on Finance, Planning and the Public Service, Julian Robinson; 
Chairman, Scotia Group Jamaica, Jeffrey Hall; President and Chief Executive Officer, 
Scotia Group Jamaica, David Noel, and Executive Vice President, Retail Banking, 
Scotiabank, Audrey Tugwell Henry.
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