Don’t Send Sick Children
to School - PM

W

ith
face-to-face
classes scheduled
to resume on a
pilot basis at 17 schools this
week, Prime Minister the
Most hon. Andrew holness is
imploring parents to keep ill
children at home.
“if someone else’s child is
ill, the likelihood is that your
child could get ill. so if you are
ill yourself as a parent, if your
child is ill, then you have to
ensure that based upon the
Disaster risk Management
Act and the Orders in that Act,
that you don’t send an ill child
to school,” the Prime Minister
said.
The Prime Minister was
addressing a ceremony for
the handover of devices
under the Tablets in schools
programme at the Drews
Avenue Primary and infant
school in st. Andrew on
november 4.

Access to Information on
Public Investment Projects

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (fourth left partcipates in a ceremony for
the handover of tablets to students of the Drews Avenue Primary and Infant School in
St. Andrew on November 4. Displaying devices (from left) are Minister of Education,
Youth and Information, Hon. Fayval Williams; Chairman, Drews Avenue Primary and
Infant School, Naomi Francis; students at the institution, Shanaouyah Laird and Odaine
Dixon; Minister of Science, Energy and Technology, Hon. Daryl Vaz; student, Anecia
Stewart; and Chairman, e-Learning Jamaica Company Limited, Christopher Reckord.
he reminded parents that
they play an integral part in
ensuring that students and
teachers at the schools their
children
attend
remain
healthy, and urged the
education Minister to engage
the parents during the pilot

exercise to ensure that they
are cognisant of their role.
The 17 schools across
nine parishes, with approximately 6,000 students, will
offer in-person classes from
november 9 to 20, under the
two-week pilot programme.

The test run will facilitate 12
primary schools and five secondary institutions, across the
parishes
of
Clarendon,
Manchester, Portland, st.
Ann, st. elizabeth, st. James,
Westmoreland, st. Thomas
and Trelawny.

Farmers and Fishers to Get Help Soon
PriMe MinisTer the Most
hon. Andrew holness says
the Government will soon
have a programme in place to
support the country’s farmers
and fishers who have been
negatively impacted by the
recent spate of heavy rains.
“The Ministry of Agriculture
[and Fisheries] is now in the
process of doing their assessment and we will very shortly
have, a programme in place
to assist our farmers and fish-

Government has been examining the situation to quickly
address the priority areas.
Mr. holness pointed out
that another damage assessment will be done “and we
will probably have to update
our calculations…and we
may very well have to do further reallocations in our
budget”.
The Prime Minister had
announced in Parliament last
week that the preliminary estimate for the flood damage
caused by the recent heavy
rains is close to $2 billion.
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Minister of Finance and
the Public Service, Dr.
the Hon. Nigel Clarke.
speaking during the
digital launch, Portfolio
Minister, Dr. the hon. nigel
Clarke, said the platform represents a continuation of the
Government’s implementation of public financial management reforms over recent
years.
These, he said, include a
Public investment Management system (PiMs) and a
Public investment Management secretariat, noting that
these have greatly streamlined the public investment
process.
The platform may be
accessed at:
https://publicinvestmentmap.gov.jm.

COVID-19 Cases Trending Downwards
Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness.
ers to recover from the damage,” he said.
The Prime Minister was
speaking at a ceremony to
hand over tablet computers at
the seaward Primary and
Junior high school at its
Olympic Way location in st.
Andrew, on november 4.
he noted that the
Government has already
made allocations through the

Ministry of Labour and social
security for those persons
who have lost stock, and
other items.
“We will do the usual
assessment… and we will
provide as much care and
support as we can,” Mr.
holness further assured.
Turning to the current
heavy rains impacting the
island, Mr. holness said the

“

$120 Million in Production Incentives for Fishers
The GOVernMenT has allocated $120 million in production incentives for fishers and
fish farmers.
Minister of Agriculture
and Fisheries, hon. Floyd
Green, made the disclosure
on november 3 sitting of the
house of representatives at
the Jamaica Conference
Centre, downtown Kingston.
it is estimated that the
fisheries sector could lose up
to Us$23.1 million during
2020, due to the coronavirus
(COViD-19) pandemic.
Mr. Green said that
approximately 4,740 licensed
fishers across 137 fishing
communities will benefit from
grants in the form of vouchers
with a total value of $67 million.
The
Minister
also
informed that approximately
260 fishers from st. Catherine
and st. Mary fishing beaches,
who were subject to lockdowns in April and May,
respectively, and were unable
to go to sea, will receive
grants in the form of vouchers
with a total value of $8 million.

The MinisTry of Finance
and the Public service on
november 4 launched the
Jamaica investment Map, a
digital platform that will facilitate interactive public
access to information on
investment projects being
implemented
by
the
Government.
These include the construction of roads, bridges
and schools, Government
reform, and climate resilient
projects, the progress of
which individuals and entities
will be able to track and provide feedback, through the
posting of comments and
photos, among other inputs.
The facility is intended to
support Government steps to
strengthen the management
of public investments in
Jamaica.
its establishment resulted
from dialogue to this end
between the Administration
and the inter-American
Development Bank (iDB),
which financed the undertaking via a regional technical
cooperation grant provided
through its transparency fund.
A total of 70 projects
funded by the Government
and multilateral institutions,
have already been uploaded
on the site, which is the seventh such facility established
in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

The MinisTry of health and
Wellness is reporting that
there has been a trending
down in the number of new
positive coronavirus (COViD19) cases in the country over
the past month.
Chief Medical Officer
(CMO),
Dr.
Jacquiline
Bisasor-McKenzie,
who
made the announcement,
noted that based on the epidemiological curve, there
was a plateauing in positive
cases over the month of
september and for the month
of October “we have been consistently trending downwards’’
“We have trended down
over the last month from 24
to 10. We have been plateau-

ing at 10 for the last three or
so weeks and this week suggests that we are going to be
along the same trend. Our
hope is that we will continue
to get that positivity rate
down,” she said.
Dr. Bisasor-McKenzie
was speaking at the
Ministry’s weekly COViD-19
Conversations digital press
conference on november 5.
Looking at specific
parishes, the CMO noted that
over the last month, a general
slowing down in the number
of positive cases was seen in
Kingston and st. Andrew, st.
Catherine, st. Thomas and
Portland, st. elizabeth,
Manchester, and Clarendon.

Chief Medical Officer,
Dr. Jacquiline BisasorMcKenzie
Dr. Bisasor-McKenzie attributed this improvement in the
numbers to the strategies the
health Ministry has undertaken to tackle the pandemic.

SERHA Gets Donation of Medical Supplies

Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. Floyd Green
addresses the House of Representatives.
“This is to allow them to
recoup the loss that they suffered by damage to their fishing equipment that were unattended at sea during the period, Mr. Green told the house.
Fish farmers in the aquaculture production areas, who
had challenges in procuring
feed and fish fingerlings, will

receive grants in the form of
vouchers with a total value of
$20 million.
Also, the ornamental fishproducing subsector will
receive just over $1 million to
facilitate the provision of brine
shrimp as feed to breeders as
well as fish feed and support
for infrastructure development.

ADVT.

Director of the Good Samaritan Inn (GSI) and the GSI Foundation, Gavin Lowe (left),
and Regional Director, South East Regional Health Authority (SERHA), Maureen
Golding, look at a maternity bassinet during the handover of medical equipment to
SERHA on Tuesday November 3, at the GSI's Geffrard Place address in St. Andrew.
The items, valued at more than $5 million, were procured through private donation
from Jamaica-born doctor and philanthropist, Dr. Pete Williams, who is based
in the United States.

