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Revised NIDS Bill Could Become
Law Before Year End
P
RIME MINISTER the
Most Hon. Andrew
Holness says the
Administration is seeking to
pass the revised national
identification and registration
Bill into law before the end of
the year.
in a statement to the
House of representatives on
september 29, the Prime
Minister pointed out that the
Bill will establish a reliable
national identification system
(niDs), among other things.
“We intend to have the Bill
through the Legislative Committee before the end of
october. the Bill will come
back to this House, and, out
of an abundance of caution, i
can state here that it will go to
a Joint select Committee. We
would like, before the end of
this year… to pass the Bill into
law,” Mr. Holness said.
the Prime Minister noted
that in April this year, a significant landmark was achieved
when Cabinet approved the

new voluntary national identification and registration
Policy.

PM Launches Rural Economic
Development Initiative Phase II

“We are committed
to putting in place
the legislative,
technological and
independent
oversight
mechanisms to
ensure that the
rights of persons are
respected and
protected.”
He said that substantial
changes in the new policy
include the voluntary enrolment under niDs and the use
of minimum biometrics, which
are fingerprint, facial image
and manual signature.
the Prime Minister said
the Government is fully
cognisant of and sensitive
to the legitimate concerns
that persons have regarding
data protection and privacy.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness addresses
the House of Representatives at the Jamaica Conference
Centre.
“We are committed to
putting in place the legislative, technological and
independent oversight mech-

anisms to ensure that the
rights of persons are respected and protected,” he
said.

$37-Million Welfare Programme for Health Workers
tHe MinistrY of Health and
Wellness will be implementing
a $37-million staff welfare
programme for the island’s
health workers.
speaking at the sitting of
the House of representatives
at the Jamaica Conference
Centre on september 29,
Portfolio Minister, Dr. the Hon.
Christopher tufton, said the
one-year initiative aims to bolster staff well-being in light of
the coronavirus (CoViD-19)
pandemic.
He said the five components
of the programme are human
resource management, staff
engagement and communication, rest and relaxation,
CoViD support and wellness.
Dr. tufton pointed out that
each component will be supported through collaboration
with the private sector.
“the total cost of implementation is projected to be

within the health regions and
parishes to provide better
support for staff.
through partnership with
the private sector, staff will
also benefit from preferential
rates at hotels and other
facilities.

PriMe Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness, on
september 30, officially
launched the Jamaica social
investment fund (Jsif) rural
economic
Development
initiative, Phase ii (reDi ii)
Project.
the programme, which
aims to improve both the
agricultural and tourism
sectors, has, as its overall
objective, enhancing access
to markets and strengthening
climate-resilient approaches
for targeted beneficiaries.
Building on the experience and results of the first
phase of the project, this
new component of reDi will
focus on strengthening value
chains and developing
tourism clusters.
the emphasis is on
enhancing linkages among
producers,
service
providers and buyers to
improve economies for
small
agricultural
and
tourism enterprises, while
enhancing market access
for these businesses.
this second phase of
the reDi project is being
financed through a loan of
Us$40 million from the
World Bank.
in his remarks at the
virtual launch of the programme, Prime Minister

Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness
Holness said in its initial
phase, the reDi programme created 1,300 jobs
and contributed to growth
of 17 per cent in the agricultural sector in 2016, resulting
in a reduction of Us$6 million in the country’s food bill.
it also financed the
development of the national
community tourism policy
and strategy.
“the second phase of
the reDi initiative represents a renewed focus on
improving economies of
scale for small enterprises
involved in agriculture and
community tourism and
mainstreaming
climate
resilience while enhancing
market access for these
businesses,” Prime Minster
Holness stated.

Jamaica Observes National Tree Planting Day

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher
Tufton
some $37 million in this financial year, with an additional
$37 million being requested for
financial year 2021/22,” he said.
the Minister said that
among the benefits under the
programme are mandatory
rest days for staff, who would

have worked excessive
hours, and mandatory 48hour results for CoViD-19
tests; family support and
counselling for those who are
most impacted by the disease; and increased engagement with the management

Health Insurance for Tourists November 1
Minister of tourism, Hon.
edmund Bartlett, says come
november 1, the Government will be launching an
end-to-end health insurance,
repatriation and logistics
programme for all tourists
coming to Jamaica.
He outlined that this programme is aimed at guaranteeing the health security
and safety of the tourists
who fly to Jamaica, ensuring
a comfortable and seamless
destination experience.

“in the process, for a
small cess on their tickets, they
will be able to come to the
country and ensure that their
testing is done; whatever health
requirements are needed while
they are here on the island
will be covered; and if they
are ill, there [are] repatriation
arrangements, as a plane will
be on the tarmac ready and
appropriately (equipped) with
paramedical (personnel) to
take them back to their destination,” Mr. Bartlett explained.

He was speaking at the
official re-opening of Zoetry
Montego Bay in ironshore,
st. James, on october 1.
the Minister said that
Jamaica will be the first
country in the world to feature this end-to-end health
security initiative for tourists.
He added that such a
programme will make the
point that Jamaica is the
most CoViD-19 resilient
destination in the Caribbean.

Minister of Tourism, Hon. Edmund Bartlett (centre), is joined by Zoetry Montego Bay
Directors, Kevin Robertson (left) and Steven Fong-Yee, to cut the ribbon marking the
re-opening of Zoetry Montego Bay, in Ironshore, St. James, on Thursday (October 1).

Minister of Housing, Urban Renewal, Environment and Climate Change, Hon.
Pearnel Charles Jr., plants a Sweet Wood tree with the assistance of Principal
Director, Forest Operations, Forestry Department, Jerome Smith, on the grounds
of the Forestry Department in Kingston on October 2, in observance of National
Tree Planting Day.

Gov’t Spending $829 Million on Textbooks,
Ebooks and Apps
tHe GoVernMent will be
spending $826 million on the
acquisition of textbooks for
the upcoming academic year,
including electronic books
(ebooks) and learning apps.
this was disclosed by
Minister of education, Youth
and information, Hon. fayval
Williams, who noted that the
Ministry has provided the full
complement of textbooks
needed by schools for this
term.
she said that approximately $626 million will be
spent on material for the primary level and $200 million
for secondary schools under
the national textbook Loan
scheme and the Primary
textbook Programme.
the Minister, who was
addressing a virtual press
conference on september

Minister of Education, Youth
and Information, Hon. Fayval
Williams
30, noted that at the lower
primary level (grades one to
three), the usual workbooks
are being provided for
integrated studies and
Mathematics.
she noted, however, that
for the first time, the Ministry
will provide workbooks for

the upper primary level
(grades five and six) for the
new academic year.
“this initiative, we believe,
will assist in alleviating the
financial challenges being
faced by parents during this
coronavirus (CoViD-19) pandemic,” the education Minister
said.
in terms of the secondary
level, Minister Williams noted
that a blended and or a
phased approach is being
used, where students will
have access to hard copy
workbooks and textbooks.
“Additionally, we will be
piloting ebooks and other
e-content for the various
subject areas at a cost of
approximately $200 million,”
she said.
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