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PM Salutes Jamaica’s
Unsung Heroes

P

RIME MINISTER the
Most hon. Andrew
holness says that celebrating the people who make
Jamaica the great, iconic, and
internationally known powerhouse, is the essence of the
country’s national heroes Day
celebrations.
“indeed, our national
heroes, our academics, athletes, artistes and musicians,
political forefathers, security
forces, civil servants and
frontline workers, contribute
to making Jamaica a better
place,” Prime Minister holness
said during his national
heroes Day message on
October 19.
Mr. holness noted that as
the country celebrates heroes

Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness
Day “we must also recognise
our modern-day heroes and
salute the country's frontline
workers for the critical role

they play as we unite to battle
the COviD-19 pandemic.
Today, on behalf of a grateful
nation, i say thank you.”
he also highlighted individuals who have inspired true
heroism and nationalism
through gallantry, innovation,
and service.
“Persons like George JonAndrew Bryan for an act of
courage and bravery in saving
the lives of two children on
April 20, 2020, in Boston,
Portland;
and
District
Constables Basil fitzroy fuller
and sean Conway Pierre, who
bravely fought raging seas in
stormy weather and risked
their lives to retrieve a stolen
police boat from honduras,”
Mr. holness said.

he also acknowledged
the work of Professor Orlando
Patterson, Chairman of the
education
Transformation
Commission, upon whom the
Order of Merit, the country's
third highest honour has been
bestowed.
national heroes Day is
being observed under the
theme: 'Celebrating a heritage
of resilience and Pride'. The
national honours and Awards
ceremony will take place in
virtual format.
The made-for-television
event will be aired today on
national television and social
media platforms beginning at
8:15 a.m. with a floral tribute
at national heroes Park.

Hundreds to be Employed on
New Toll Road Project
The GOvernMenT has
allocated
$4.6
billion
towards the construction of
the new toll road from May
Pen in Clarendon to
Williamsfield in Manchester,
which is expected to create
jobs for hundreds of
Jamaicans.

Key Pieces of Legislation to be Amended to Fight Crime
MinisTer
Of
national
security, hon. Dr. horace
Chang, says the Government
intends to amend key pieces
of legislation as part of measures to modernise the country’s laws and strengthen
crime-fighting strategies.
“We will put in place a
more effective legislative
framework. Too many of our
laws are old and are almost of
limited relevance today, and
too many activities are not yet
covered by appropriate legislation. As Minister and as a
part of this Government, we
are taking on the challenge
vigorously,” the Minister said,
during a virtual press conference on October 15.
“We are going to work to
ensure that we articulate the

policies and put in place a
system to get our legislation
written, brought to Parliament, and make the framework and the tools by which
the police have to operate,
relevant and effective,” he
added.
Among the pieces of
legislation the Minister cited
are the firearms Act and the
Anti-Gang Act.
Dr. Chang said improvements to the legislative
framework are intended to
strengthen the existing framework, while ensuring that
players who participate in
criminal activities in Jamaica
are held accountable.
“We are seeking to equip
the police with the relevant

Minister of Finance and
the Public Service, Dr. the
Hon. Nigel Clarke

Minister of National Security, Hon. Dr. Horace Chang,
addresses a virtual press conference on October 15.
legislative and physical tools
to ensure that they have the
capacity to gather the evidence, apprehend and prosecute the criminal gangs,” the
Minister noted.

Labour Ministry and Household Workers’
Union Sign MoU
The MinisTry of Labour
and social security has
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with
the Jamaica household
Workers’ Union (JhWU) that
will promote the services of
the Ministry’s Labour Market
information system (LMis)
among the Union members.
Portfolio Minister, hon.
Karl samuda; Permanent
secretary in the Ministry,
Colette roberts-risden; and
executive Member of the
JhWU, Maureen smith, affixed
their signatures to the agreement at the Ministry’s offices
in downtown Kingston on
October 14.
The LMis is an internetbased system that helps jobseekers and recruiters to fill
job opportunities.
Under the newly signed
MOU, the Ministry will,
among other things, provide
the JhWU with two desktop
computers for use as an
LMis portal, along with a
printer; manage the system;
provide training to members
of the JhWU on how to use
the system; and assist the
Union in finding suitable
candidates for vacancies it
posts.
The JhWU, for its part,
will mobilise its members to
register to the LMis’s skills
Bank, assist in promoting
the LMis and building
awareness about its services,
assist in finding suitable
candidates for vacancies
received or posted on the
LMis and facilitate the
installation of the two desktop computers provided by
the Ministry at its office.

Minister of Labour and Social Security, Hon. Karl Samuda
(2nd right), and Executive Member of the Jamaica
Household Workers' Union (JHWU), Maureen Smith (2nd
left), sign a Memorandum of Understanding to promote
the services of the Ministry's Labour Market Information
System (LMIS) among the JHWU members. The signing
took place at the Ministry's offices in downtown Kingston
on October 14. Observing (from left) are Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry, Colette Roberts-Risden; JHWU
Board Chairman, Joyce Hewitt; the Ministry's Director of
Public Relations and Communications, Vando Palmer; and
Minister of State, Hon. Zavia Mayne.
Minister samuda in his
address said that the
partnership will enable the
Union to embrace modern

technology
to
expose
and promote the skills
of Jamaica’s household
workers.

finance and the Public
service Minister, Dr. the
hon. nigel Clarke, made
the announcement in the
house of representatives
on October 13, during the
debate on the second
supplementary estimates
of expenditure for 2020/21,
which was approved.

he said that the project
will involve the construction
of bridges, box culverts and
drainage structures.
Dr. Clarke noted that
work started in July, and
with the allocation from the
Government, “major construction activities are slated to be accelerated, which
will see hundreds of persons employed as a direct
result”.
“Local aggregate suppliers are expected to provide all the [materials] for
the project and we will
see more than a hundred
truckers being employed
in transporting material
through the construction
phase of this project,” he
told the house.
The Minister, while tabling
the second supplementary
estimates on October 6,
had indicated that the Government would be scaling
up public investment in order
to help revive economic
activity and maintain jobs.
he said that the move
sends an important signal
to the private sector about
the Government’s confidence about the future.

Mining Communities to Benefit From $60M
under Bauxite Programme
MinisTer Of Transport
and Mining, hon. robert
Montague, says mining
communities across the
island are to benefit from
more than $60 million allocated under the Bauxite
Community Development
Programme (BCDP).
speaking at the launch
of Phase seven of the
programme,
held
on
October 13, at The Jamaica
Pegasus hotel in new
Kingston, the Minister said
the 16 members of Parliament in the five bauxite
mining areas should move
“quickly” in their submission
of projects to access the
funds.
“The quicker you use
the funds, it gives us
‘ammunition’ to engage the
Ministry of finance and the
Public service, to point out
the needs of the communities and the successes of
the programme. We all
have to play our part,” Mr.
Montague said.

Efforts are
under way
to ensure that
the over
4,000 families
in bauxite
communities
get their land
titles.
Minister of Transport and
Mining, Hon. Robert
Montague
Mr. Montague emphasised that the projects
should not be formulated
without community consultations, and that the input
of the Bauxite Community
Councils, churches and
youth groups must be
reflected in the final decisions.
he further informed that
efforts are under way to
ensure that the over 4,000
families in bauxite com-

munities get their land
titles, as the Administration
is “determined” to complete the process and
empower the residents with
the instruments.
The BCDP was established in 1996 and, since
then, more than 300 community projects have been
implemented at a cost of
over $580 million. The programme was instituted to
facilitate the reinvestment
of earnings from the bauxite/
alumina industry in communities affected by mining
operations.

Minister Grange and High
Commissioner Peters Tour
Tuff Gong Studios
Minister of Culture, Gender, Entertainment and
Sport, Hon. Olivia Grange (left), and Canadian High
Commissioner to Jamaica, Her Excellency Laurie
Peters, show off vinyl records manufactured from
the vinyl record press system at the Tuff Gong
Studios located at 220 Marcus Garvey Drive,
Kingston. This was during a tour on October 14, to
get a first-hand look at the modernised press
system and the work being undertaken by
Canadian company, Vinyl Technologies, to upgrade
the famous recording studio.
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