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COVID-19 Containment
Measures Extended
T

HE ISLANDWIDE nightly
curfew that the Government has implemented as one of the measures to limit the spread of the
coronavirus (covID-19) will be
extended until november 16.
the curfew hours will
remain at 9:00 p.m. to 5:00
a.m. daily.
Prime Minister the Most
hon. Andrew holness, who
was addressing a digital press
conference on october 28,
said that the continuation of
the curfew will occur despite a
slowing down in the growth of
new covID-19 infections.
“After the spike in August
and September, our growth in
new cases has been slowing
down and our recoveries
increasing, which has resulted
in the number of active cases
showing moderate and modest
decline,” he noted.
In addition, the measure
for operators of motor cars
with public passenger vehicle
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(PPv) licences to carry one
less passenger than stipulated
by their licence will remain in
place until november 16.
Also, the current protocols under the controlled reentry programme for residents
and visitors will remain in
effect until november 16.

the Government also
extended the following covID19 containment measures until
november 30:
• the ban on funeral services,
parties and other such
events will continue.
however, burials will be
allowed with the restriction
of 15 persons.
• regular worship services
operating in compliance
with the established
protocols will continue.
• restrictions applicable to
hospitals, nursing homes,
and infirmaries remain in
place, with hospital visits
limited to one visitor per
patient per day.
• employers are encouraged
to allow employees to
work from home where
possible.
• Stay-at-home order for
persons 65 years and
older remains in place.

“After the spike
in August and
September, our
growth in new
cases has been
slowing down
and our
recoveries
increasing.”
Persons are however
permitted to leave home
once per day for medical
care, food, exercise and
other essentials of life.
• the limit for public gathering
remains at 15 persons.
the measures for the
communities of rae town in
Kingston and cornwall courts
in St. James under special
curfew orders will continue
until november 6.

Education Ministry Launches ‘One Laptop or Tablet Per Child’ Initiative
the MInIStrY of education,
Youth
and
Information,
on october 29, officially
launched its ‘one laptop or
tablet Per child’ initiative,
which is designed to promote
inclusivity in the education
sector.

Gov’t Examines Measures for Delivery
of Fast Food During Curfew
PRIME MINISTER the Most
hon. Andrew holness has
informed that the Government is examining measures
that will enable fast food
and restaurant operators to
provide services during the
nightly curfew.
Speaking at digital press
conference held on october
28, at the office of the
Prime Minister, Mr. holness
said the Government is paying close attention to the
concerns being raised by
operators of the quick service industry, and the restaurant and beverage industry.
“We are examining certain measures that could be

MPs to Receive $3M for Housing
Repairs, Rehabilitation Grants
PrIMe MInISter the Most
hon. Andrew holness says
that each Member of
Parliament (MP) will be allocated $1.5 million from the
housing Fund to assist with
repairs to houses that were
significantly damaged by
the heavy rains.

Participating
in the initiative
is an investment
in the future of
Jamaica.
the initiative aims to provide needy students with the
requisite tools to function in
the online teaching and learning
environment.
this includes ensuring equity
in access to information and
communications technology
(Ict)-based learning.
the Government is currently providing an estimated
148,000 students on the Programme of Advancement
through health and education
(PAth) with devices.
however, an additional
estimated 100,000 students
still require laptops or tablets
to effectively participate in
electronic learning. these

Minister of Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Fayval Williams (centre), with
Managing Director of the Jamaica Stock Exchange, Marlene Street Forrest (left), and
chairperson for the National Commercial Bank (NCB) Foundation, Thalia Lyn, at the
virtual launch of the ‘One Laptop or Tablet per Child ’ initiative on October 29, which is
designed to promote inclusivity in the education sector.
students are not on PAth but
are considered needy and
vulnerable.
the estimated cost to
provide laptops and tablets is
$4.5 billion.
In her address at the virtual
launch, Portfolio Minister,
hon. Fayval Williams, said it
is important to eliminate the
digital divide in Jamaica.
“eliminating that divide
begins [with] the Government

and the private sector coming
together as we are doing here
to put a laptop or a tablet in
the hands of every Jamaican
child, especially those families
near or below the poverty
level, whether they are in rural
Jamaica or in our urban centres,” the Minister said.
She stated that participating in the initiative, is an
investment in the future of
Jamaica.

NWC Working to Return Systems to Operation
PreSIDent oF the national
Water commission (nWc),
Mark Barnett, says that the
company is working assiduously to return to operation a
number of its supply systems,
which have been affected by
the recent heavy rains.
he said that 100 systems were impacted.
“they were affected in
various ways – flooding in
some [areas], blockages
resulting in low production or
no production,” he said, noting that the heavy rains also
resulted in high turbidity and
disruption in power supply in
some cases.
“We continue to work
right around the clock to
ensure that we bring those
facilities back into operation
as quickly as possible,” he
added, while addressing a
virtual press conference on
october 29.
Mr. Barnett indicated
that the systems that are
predominantly affected are

For information on the
project and how to donate
persons may call the national
education trust at 876-9679007.

put in place during the
curfew hours that would
allow for the delivery of food
during that period of time.
We have not yet finalised
those measures, so at the
next iteration of these
measures we should be
able to have in place measures that would see fast
food outlets and other food
outlets being able to provide food service during the
curfew hours for a defined
period,” the Prime Minister
explained.
he said once those
measures are finalised, they
would assist the industry in
recovering even more.
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In addition, each constituency will receive $1.5
million from the Ministry of
labour and Social Security
for rehabilitation grants for
the neediest cases that are

brought to the attention of
the MP.
“this is the start, and as
we go through and we
decide on reallocations, we
may be able to do more.
this is so that MPs are not
flatfooted in the face of
requests [for assistance],”
the Prime Minister said in a
statement to Parliament on
october 27.
he noted that the funds
allocated are part of the
resources for the normal
cyclical maintenance and
mitigation work programme
for public infrastructure
across the island.
“We do not have unlimited
resources and, therefore, we
will have to use the cyclical
mitigation programme and
augment it with reallocations
that we have had to decide
upon to address the fallout
as a result of the rainfall,” Mr.
holness said.
close to $2 billion will be
spent under this programme
to address the repair and
rehabilitation works to be
undertaken across the
island as a result of the flood
damage.

Seventeen Schools in Nine Parishes to Resume
Face-to-Face Classes November 9
Seventeen SchoolS in
nine parishes with approximately 6,000 students are to
resume face-to-face classes
from november 9 to 20,
under a two-week e-covID
face-to-face pilot programme.
Minister of education,
Youth and Information, hon.
Fayval Williams, indicated
that 12 of the schools are at
the primary level and five at
the secondary level. She
was speaking during her
address at a virtual press

conference at the office of
the Prime Minister Media
centre in Kingston, on
october 28.
the Minister explained
that the 17 schools were
selected from a pool of 73
schools that were assessed
to be of low risk when considering factors, including
enrolment capacity, internet
availability and reliability,
access to water, distance
travelled to school, and
given that the 73 schools

represent 58,540 students
plus teachers.
“So, to be extra cautious
we will be starting with a
subset of that. So, we’ll be
doing an e-covID face-toface pilot of approximately
20 per cent of the 73
schools,” she added.
the parishes that will
be included in the pilot are
clarendon, Manchester, Portland, St. Ann, St. elizabeth,
St. James, Westmoreland,
St. thomas and trelawny.

Westmoreland Infirmary Gets Donation From JAPHI

President of the National Water Commission (NWC),
Mark Barnett.
those in rural communities
and mainly in the eastern
section of the island “where
we really saw a significant
disruption to our efforts to
serve and to distribute water”.
“Portland is another area
that had actually experienced serious disruption.
We have been able to bring
back the charles town facility. In St. catherine, while we
have brought back tulloch

Spring and Dinthill, unfortunately, Dinthill went back out
(of operation) and so that
would’ve been creating challenges for some of the communities,” he said.
he said that most of the
disruptions that were experienced in the corporate Area
have been addressed, noting that areas such as Forest
hill, Jubba Spring, Belmore
are back in operation.

Assistant Secretary of the Jamaica Association of Public Health Inspectors
(JAPHI), Steve Morris (left), hands over COVID-19 prevention and other
items to Assistant Matron of the Westmoreland Infirmary, Lorna Gibbon,
on October 28.
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