
PRIME MINISTER the   
Most hon. andrew 
holness is assuring 

that while the Government 
has an overwhelming majority 
in the house of represen-
tatives, it will not ignore the 
views of the opposition. 
      “it is my intention to con-
tinue in a spirit of cooperation 
and in building partnerships 
for a prosperous Jamaica. i 
am very seized of the magni-
tude of all the challenges we 
face, but i am very motivated 
and i am very optimistic of the 
energy, the skill, the thought-
fulness and the commitment 
of the team that is assembled, 
not just on my side of the 
house, but of the entire 
parliament… to overcome 
these challenges,” he said. 
      The prime Minister was 
speaking at the swearing-in 
ceremony for Members of 
parliament (Mps) during a      
sitting of the house at the 
Jamaica Conference Centre      
in downtown Kingston on 
september 15. 
      Mr. holness reminded the 
newly sworn in members that 

being elected to serve in the 
house of representatives,      
an Mp’s first priority is to “look 
about Jamaica’s interest”. he 
charged them to conduct     
their duties with the highest 
level of integrity, dignity and 
efficiency, especially as role 
models for young impression-
able minds. 

      The prime Minister made 
special note of the greater 
representation of women in 
the house, which now has a 
record 18 females serving as 
Mps. he specifically singled 
out the newly elected speaker 
of the house, Marisa 
Dalrymple-philibert, who will 
be serving in this capacity for 

the second time, having first 
served from July 2011 to 
December 2011. 
      a total of 61 of the 63    
Mps were sworn in during the 
ceremony, which was preceded 
by the swearing-in of senators 
during the sitting of the 
senate. 
 

ADVT.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) takes the Oath of Allegiance as he 
is sworn in during a sitting of the House of Representatives at the Jamaica Conference 
Centre in downtown Kingston on September 15. At right is Clerk to the Houses of 
Parliament, Heather Cooke, while at centre is Deputy Clerk, Valrie Curtis.

Antigen Testing Coming October

Gov’t Committed to Spirit  
of Cooperation – PM

anTiGen TesTinG, which 
is a faster, simpler and more 
cost effective method of 
testing for the coronavirus 
(CoViD-19) will be intro-
duced in Jamaica. 
      This was announced by 
acting head of the national 
public health Laboratory, 
Dr. Michelle hamilton, who 
informed that an initial 
80,000 testing kits will be 
arriving in Jamaica in 
approximately four weeks. 
      she noted that the anti-
gen test kits are being pro-
cured through the pan 
american health organi-
zation (paho)/World health 
organization (Who), which 
has sanctioned this type of 
testing. 
      The procurement is also 
being facilitated through 
collaboration with the foreign 
Commonwealth and Develop- 
ment office and the United 
nations. 
      “We will be rolling out 
first, within the public sector. 
We will have a pilot, which 
will involve the major hospi-
tals and health centres 
islandwide and the national 
public health Laboratory,” 
Dr. hamilton said, while 
addressing the Ministry of 

health and Wellness’ digital 
press conference on 
september 17. 
      she noted that full 
implementation will involve 
all hospitals, major health 
centres and private sector 
laboratories, including labs 
in private hospitals. 
      she said that the test 
must be ordered by a 
physician to whom the 
reports will go, as well as 
the Ministry of health. 
      Dr. hamilton said that 
specialised training in the 
use of the kits will be car-
ried out, with theoretical 
training to begin virtually 
within the next two weeks. 
practical training using the 
kits will be done once they 
arrive. 

Acting Head of the National 
Public Health Laboratory, 
Dr. Michelle Hamilton 

The UniVersaL service 
fund (Usf) has launched a 
new public Wi-fi hotspot in 
May pen, Clarendon, to 
help residents and visitors 
access the internet. 
      “for the current finan-
cial year, May pen square is 
the first public Wi-fi 
hotspot that we have 
established. it was com-
pleted in the first week of 
september and currently, 
the hotspot can accommo-
date 200 persons browsing 
simultaneously,” Marketing 
and public relations Manager, 
Usf, Deleen powell, told 
JIS News. 
      Ms. powell noted that 
due to the current outbreak 
of the coronavirus (CoViD-
19), the Usf opted for a 
soft launch for the public 
hotspot this time around. 
      “The main reason 
behind this project is that 
the Usf is seeking to 
bridge the internet divide 
locally. We also want to 
ensure that persons from 
vulnerable groups can 
access the internet, espe-
cially the youth, the elderly 
and persons who are dis-
abled. We know that not 
everyone will have home 

internet services or internet 
data on their phones, so 
free Wi-fi hotspots offer a 
viable alternative,” Ms. 
powell said. 
      The Usf is mandated 
to ensure that there is 
islandwide communal 
internet access. There are 
several projects that the 
Usf executes to carry out 
this mandate, one of which 
is their flagship project 
‘Connect Ja’. The project 
speaks to the establish-
ment of free public Wi-fi 
hotspots in each parish 
across the country within 
the next two years. 

Wi-Fi Hotspot Launched 
in May Pen

The MinisTrY of education, 
Youth and information, with 
the support of the Ministry of 
health and Wellness will use 
Gis mapping, demographic 
and health data to drive the 
safe reopening of schools. 
      portfolio Minister, hon. 
fayval Williams, said the 
Ministry is keen on having a 
strategic approach to the 
reopening of schools.  
      “There will be variability 
based on data set analysis 
and how we as a Ministry, the 
society, communities and 
institutions continue to evolve 
in dealing with this pandemic,” 

she said during a meeting 
held at the Ministry’s national 
heroes Circle offices on 
september 16. 
      according to a release 
from the education Ministry, 
the meeting was attended    
by state Minister, hon. 
robert Morgan, national 
epidemiologist, Ministry of 
health and Wellness, Dr. 
Karen Webster Kerr, and 
Director of the Mona 
Geoinformatics institute, Dr. 
parris Lyew ayee Jr. 
      also present were acting 
permanent secretary in the 
Ministry, Dr. Grace McLean, 

and acting Chief education 
officer, Dr. Kasan Troupe. 
      During the meeting, Dr. 
Webster Kerr shared data on 

the confirmed CoViD-19 
cases, spread, as well as a 
summary of the inspection of 
schools, including assessment 
of their readiness. school 
zones have also been 
assigned vulnerability scores 
to allow for continued 
assessment of their CoViD-
19 readiness. 
      Both Ministries will be 
having further collaboration 
to perfect the formula to 
ensure that, as the school 
reopening process continues, 
there is continued emphasis 
on the safety of all stake-
holders. 

Marketing and Public Rela- 
tions Manager, Universal 
Service Fund, Deleen Powell 

Chairperson of the 
Jamaica Deposit insurance 
Corporation (JDiC), Myrtle 
halsall, says that all JDiC-
insured financial institutions 
remain solvent and adequately 
capitalised, despite the eco-
nomic impact of the coron-
avirus (CoViD-19) pandemic. 
      “The JDiC continues its 
collaboration with the regula-
tory authorities to proactively 
monitor the system and work 
purposefully to ensure that it 
stands ready to respond to 

any impact on member insti-
tutions,” she said. 
      Ms. halsall was addressing 
the JDiC’s digital town hall 
on september 17 to outline 
details of the increase in the 
deposit insurance coverage 
limit for member institutions 
and launch the supporting 
public awareness campaign 
dubbed: ‘You’ve Been 
Upgraded’. 
      The deposit insurance 
coverage limit has doubled 
from $600,000 per depositor 

per institution to $1.2 million, 
effective august 31, 2020. 
      The coverage applies to 
persons holding individual, 
joint and business accounts 
in commercial and merchant 
banks, and building soci-
eties, who are guaranteed 
coverage for deposits of up 
to $1.2 million. 
      Ms. halsall said conse-
quent on the increase, 
approximately 97 per cent of 
depositors with accounts in 
the entity’s eleven-member 

financial institutions, com-
prising eight commercial 
banks, two building soci-
eties, and one merchant 
bank, are now fully covered. 
      she advised that since 
the establishment of the 
Deposit insurance scheme 
and the JDiC in 1998, no 
claim has been made against 
the deposit insurance fund, 
which now stands at $26    
billion, as “no bank has 
failed”. 

Leader of Government Busi-
ness in the Senate and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Foreign Trade, Hon. Kamina 
Johnson Smith (first row, 2nd 
left); and Leader of Opposition 
Business, Senator Donna 
Scott Mottley 1st row, 3rd left), 
with all the women who now 
comprise 38 per cent of the 
Senate. The occasion was a 
swearing-in ceremony during 
the sitting of the Senate at       
the Jamaica Conference 
Centre in downtown Kingston 
on September 15.  This is the 
first time that eight women 
will sit in the Upper House at 
once.

Demographic Data and Geoinformatics to Drive School Reopening

JDIC Says Member Institutions Remain Solvent and Well Capitalised

Minister of Education, Youth 
and Information

Jamaica Deposit Insurance Corporation (JDIC) Chairperson, 
Myrtle Halsall (left)

Record Number of Women in Senate
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