
THE ELECTORAL Office 
of Jamaica (eOJ) has 
recruited 7,400 saniti-

sation officers dedicated to 
keeping the 2,200 polling     
station locations sanitised. 
      This was disclosed by 
director of elections, Glasspole 
Brown, august 27, on the JiS 
‘Studio 58a’ Programme. 
      The officers will sanitize 
electors’ hands at the polling 
location and frequently clean 
furniture, bathrooms and 
high-touch areas.  
      “We are going to insist 
that all who come to the 
polling station have on a 
mask, temperature will be 
taken, their hands will be sani-
tised and then they will be 
ushered into the polling sta-
tion,” Mr. Brown said. 
      “in going into the polling 
station, there is a marker, and 

the presiding officer will 
require you to stand at a cer-
tain position and will ask you 
to temporarily remove your 
mask for them to see your 

face, so that they can identify 
you, and then the process 
starts,” he added. 
      Mr. Brown said while 
inside the polling station, the 

presiding officer will issue the 
ballot to the elector along with 
a pencil and direct him/her to 
the voting booth. 
      “The presiding officer will 
ask the elector [after voting] to 
place the pencil in a box 
marked ‘used pencil’. What 
will happen is that we will         
re-sanitise that pencil… so, 
every time an elector comes 
in you will basically be using a 
sanitised pencil,” he noted. 
      he said following that, the 
elector’s hands will then be 
sanitized before immersing 
his/her right index finger in the 
electoral ink. 
      election day workers, 
police and military personnel 
will vote on august 31, three 
days before the rest of the 
population, which is sched-
uled to vote on Thursday, 
September 3. 

ADVT.

The MiniSTRy of edu-
cation, youth and information 
will be rolling out a series of 
psychosocial sessions with 
students in September, to help 
them cope with their fears 
and anxieties that have been 
brought on by the novel corona- 
virus (COVid-19) pandemic. 
      Speaking at a virtual 
Back-to-School Students’ 
Sensitisation Session for 
Primary, high and Tertiary 
Students, hosted by the 
Ministry on august 26, 
acting Chief education 
Officer in the Ministry, dr. 

Kasan Troupe, indicated that 
the sessions will be conducted 
by trained professionals, 
such as guidance counsellors, 
social workers and health 
and family life educators 

online, and via home visits in 
extreme cases. 
      She explained that the 
sessions are being held to 
provide students with a 
forum to express how they 
are feeling and to advise 
them on how to cope, utilise 
their time and how to adhere 
to the school protocols. 
      “So, we will be having 
trained persons that will be 
coming into your virtual 
space. Some persons will be 
engaged on the virtual space 
in empowerment and psy-
chosocial counselling sessions 

while in extreme cases, 
based on what you’re feeling, 
our social workers, our guid-
ance counsellors and our 
health and family life educators 
will make themselves avail-
able, observing, of course, 
physical distancing if they 
have to see you,” she said. 
      for primary schools that 
are without guidance coun-
sellors, dr. Troupe said the 
Ministry is working with prin-
cipals to make sure that the 
schools have social workers 
and guidance coun-
sellors. 

Regional Administrator, Western Parks and Markets (WPM) Waste Management 
Limited, Karen Clayton (right), hands over a school  bag to street sweeper, Tamara 
Chambers, during a book drive and back-to-school treat, staged by the entity, at 
the Sagicor Commercial Complex in Montego Bay recently.
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Education Ministry to Roll out Psychosocial Sessions with Students

Acting Chief Education Officer in the Ministry of 
Education, Youth and Information, Dr. Kasan Troupe   

Sessions will be  
conducted by trained 
professionals, such 

as guidance  
counsellors, social 
workers and health 

and family life  
educators via online.

The CannaBiS licensing 
authority (Cla) is reporting 
that the trade between 
licensees was valued at 
US$1.34 million (over J$200 
million) from May 2019 to July 
2020.  
      Speaking at a Jamaica 
information Service (JiS) 
‘Think Tank’, on august 27, 
director of Research, develop- 
ment and Communications at 
the Cla, felicia Bailey, 
explained that the value of 
trade quoted only covers that 
among licensees and 
excludes trade at local retail 
herb houses.   
      Ms. Bailey said the more 
than $200 million traded over 
the period reflected an 
improvement compared to the 
similar period in 2018/2019.  
      “This is a major increase 
and as we add more 

licensees, the level of trade 
grows exponentially month to 
month. There has been a 
slowdown since the pandemic, 

but we expect that the trade 
will continue to grow,” she 
added.  
      according to Ms Bailey, 
the Cla is committed to facil-
itating licensees operating at 
their full potential, even as 
they deal with the impact of 
the pandemic.  
      “in response to COVid-
19, there are several changes 
that the authority made to 
ensure that businesses in the 
industry could continue to 
operate and be viable. We 
allowed our licensees to be 
able to do online sales, kerb-
side pickups and increased 
the remote monitoring of       
our licensed facilities,” she 
said.  
     approximately US$74,447.44 
(over J$11 million) was traded 
last month between licensees.  

BanK Of Jamaica (BOJ) 
Governor, Richard Byles, says 
the Bank will be working 
closely with authorised dealers 
and cambios to ensure the 
smooth and orderly functioning 
of the foreign exchange market. 
      This, Mr. Byles said, 
against the background of 
public concern about the 
movement in the exchange 
rate, which, since august 12, 
“crossed the psychological 
threshold of $150 to US$1,” 
adding that the resonating 
anxiety is “understandable”. 
      Speaking at the Central 
Bank’s digital quarterly press 
briefing on august 26, he said 
the recent significant depreci-
ation of the Jamaican dollar 
has resulted from a reduction 
in US dollar inflows. 
      This, he noted, is due pri-
marily to the “sudden stop” in 

tourist arrivals since the onset 
of the novel coronavirus (COVid-
19) in Jamaica in March, as well 
as the sector’s slow recovery 
since the reopening of the 
country’s borders in mid-June. 
      The Governor noted that 
remittance inflows have been 
“particularly strong”, growing 
by approximately 42 per cent, 
while pointing out that “this 
has certainly helped liquidity 
in the market”. 
      Meanwhile, Mr. Byles 
advised that apart from sup-
plying extra liquidity in times 
of crisis, the BOJ intervenes 
“only if we see or expect dis-
orderly movements in the 
exchange rate that could 
threaten the inflation target”. 
      “let me emphasise that 
with gross reserves of US$3.7 
billion, Jamaica is in a stronger 

position than in previous 
crises. These reserves, if judi-
ciously managed, will be ade-
quate to see us through this 
temporary crisis,” Mr. Byles 
added. 

Bank of Jamaica (BOJ) Governor, Richard Byles

EOJ Employs 7,400 Sanitisation  
Workers for Election Day

CLA Reports Value of Trade Between Licensees 
at US$1.34 Million

Director of Research Dev-
elopment and Communi-
cations at the Cannabis 
Licensing Authority, Felicia 
Bailey. 

BOJ to Work Closely with Authorised Forex Dealers   

Chief MediCal Officer 
(CMO), dr. Jacquiline 
Bisasor- McKenzie, is reas-
suring the country’s health-
care workers that the 
Ministry of health and 
Wellness is making every 
effort to ensure that they 
have adequate personal 
protective equipment 
(PPe). 
      Speaking at the weekly 
virtual COVid Conver-
sations press briefing on 
august 27, in Kingston, the 
CMO expressed empathy 
with the healthcare work-
ers who are feeling vulner-
able at this time, noting that 
they are at a higher risk of 
being exposed to the dis-
ease as the number of 
cases has been increasing 
and more persons are 
being hospitalised.   
      She also noted that a 
lot of non-coronavirus 
(COVid-19) patients are 
also testing positive for the 
disease   when they turn up 
at the      hospital. 
      in light of this, the CMO 
said the Ministry is working 
assiduously to procure 
more PPes for healthcare 
workers to better protect 
themselves. 
      “We understand that 
you need to have these 

personal protective equip-
ment. We are operating in 
the face of global short-
ages and our procurement 
teams are on the job every 
single day trying to ensure 
that every week we get in 
supplies. We are asking 
that persons ensure that 
they use the personal pro-
tective equipment that is 
available consistently and 
that they consider that 
every possible patient 
could be COVid infected,” 
dr. Bisasor-McKenzie said. 

Health Ministry to Procure  
Adequate PPE – CMO

Chief Medical Officer,   
Dr. Jacquiline Bisasor-
McKenzie, speaks at the 
weekly virtual COVID Con- 
versations press briefing 
on August 27 in Kingston. 
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