
JAMAICANS WILL go 
to the polls on Thursday 
september 3, to elect a 

new Government and slate of 
Parliamentarians. 

      

Prime Minister the Most 
hon. Andrew holness made 
the announcement during the 
house of the representatives’ 
final sitting, ahead of the 
General election, on Tuesday 
August 11.   
      he also advised that the 
nomination of candidates to 
contest the 63 constituencies 
will take place on Tuesday  
August 18.  
      Consequent on the 
announcement, Governor-
General, his excellency the 
Most hon. sir Patrick Allen, 
acting on the advice of the 
Prime Minister, dissolved both 
houses of Parliament by 

Proclamation on Thursday 
August 13, in accordance 
with section 64 (1) of the 
Constitution to facilitate the 
election process.   
      Mr. holness noted that 
this is the first time the 
General election is being 
announced in Parliament, 
adding that it being done in 
this manner “is good for our 
democracy”. 
      While the election was not 
constitutionally due until 
February 2021, the Prime 
Minister said the Government 
is not being unusual in practice 
in calling the election at         
this time, noting that “most 
governments have called the 
elections before the due date”. 
      Meanwhile, all states of 
Public emergency (sOes) that 
were in place in sections of 
the island, will end today       

following Parliament’s approval 
of five resolutions moved by 
Mr. holness that sought to 

conclude the sOes earlier 
than the previous september 
3 timeline. 

General Election Set for  
September 3

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness speaking 
in the House of Representatives on August 11.

PM Hands Over Projects in  
Barrett Town, St. James

ADVT.

PriMe MinisTer  the Most 
hon. Andrew holness for-
mally handed over several 
infrastructure projects in 
Barrett Town, st. James, 
that were completed under 
the european Union (eU)-
funded Poverty reduction 
Programme (PrP) and World 
Bank-financed integrated 
Community Development 
Project (iCDP). 
      The projects, which aim 
to promote public safety 
and facilitate crime reduction, 
were spearheaded by the 
Jamaica social investment 
Fund (JsiF). 
      They include: a state-of-
the-art park, a multi-pur-
pose community centre, the 
removal of zinc fences 
along Vietnam road, and a 
newly constructed infant 
school.  
      speaking at the hand-
over ceremony, following a 
tour of the community, 
Prime Minister holness said 
the projects exemplify the 
success of the social and 
infrastructure development 
programmes, and lauded 
the eU and the World Bank 
for their continued contribution 
to Jamaica’s advancement. 
      “The eU has been very 
supportive of Jamaica and 
is, by now, one of our 

largest donor agencies. i 
want to say a special thanks 
to the eU and to [eU head 
of Delegation to Jamaica] 
Ambassador Malgorzata 
Wasilewska,” he said, while 
describing newly appointed 
World Bank resident 
representative, Ozan sevimli, 
as “another advocate for 
Jamaica”. 
      The Prime Minister pointed 
out that the Government 
stands ready to further 
enhance Barrett Town and 
other inner-city communi-
ties across the island, 
through infrastructure devel-
opment. 
      For her part, Ambassador 
Wasilewska said the eU, 
which constructed the 
infant school for the com-
munity, is pleased to have 
partnered with residents to 
execute the project.  
      “The community itself 
identified the most crucial 
element to help them turn 
around, in terms of their 
community dynamics, safety, 
[and] needs, and i am very 
proud of that,” the 
Ambassador added. 
      Meanwhile, Mr. sevimli 
said the projects have trans-
formed Barrett Town’s  
aesthetics and will address 
issues of safety and security. 

APPrOxiMATeLy 8,000 res-
idents of Jericho and its 
environs in hanover are      
now benefiting from potable 
piped water, being supplied 

by the national Water 
Commission (nWC).  
      Prime Minister the       
Most hon. Andrew holness, 
on saturday August 8,        

officially commissioned into 
service the $400 million 
Claremont to Jericho Water 
supply system in hanover, 
ending 48 years of the       

commodity’s scarcity in the 
area.  
      The system includes a 
relift station from which water 
is pumped into a 100,000-
gallon bolted steel tank and 
gravity fed to the areas span-
ning the communities of 
Claremont and Jericho. 
      in his address, Prime 
Minister holness said water 
is every Jamaican’s entitlement, 
noting that the Government 
is undertaking major stra-
tegic investments to provide 
the precious commodity to 
all households. 
      he encouraged benefici-
aries of the new system to be 
responsible in their use of 
the water received by paying 
their bills.  
      This, Mr. holness added, 
will ensure that similar invest- 
ments can be undertaken in 
other areas in need of the 
commodity. 
      Meanwhile, nWC Presi-
dent, Mark Barnett, said the 
cost to provide water through 
the system will be signifi-
cantly lower than the sum for 
trucking it to the communities. 

8,000 Residents in Hanover Get Improved Water Supply 

Government Committed to Regularising Informal Communities
MinisTer WiThOUT Port-
folio in the Ministry of eco-
nomic Growth and Job 
Creation, hon. Daryl Vaz, says 
the Government remains com- 
mitted to transforming informal 
settlements into structured, 
livable neighbourhoods. 
      “in 2020, there should be 
no one living in improper 
infrastructure and, therefore, 

this Government is committed 
to [correcting] that,” he said. 
      Mr. Vaz was speaking fol-
lowing a recent tour of several 
areas in st. James where work 
is underway to build new 
houses and regularise existing 
communities in order to alle-
viate the challenges of infor-
mal settlements on the north 
coast. 

      The housing Agency of 
Jamaica (hAJ), under a joint 
venture partnership with the 
China-based henan Fifth 
Construction Group Company 
Limited, is building more than 
754 housing solutions at 
rhyne Park to meet the 
housing demand for low to 
middle-income workers and 
persons employed to the 

attractions and accommo-
dations sector.  
      Additionally, a $950 mil-
lion infrastructure upgrading 
project is underway in  
Grange Pen, to regularise 
535 households.  
      The initiative is being 
funded by the Tourism 
enhancement Fund (TeF) and 
overseen by hAJ.  

      Mr. Vaz said it was evi-
dent that there are informal 
settlements requiring “proper 
infrastructure and residents 
being provided with titles”.  
      “Those persons will then be 
able to use the titles to fund 
their businesses or whatever 
opportunities they can find,” 
he added. 
      The touring party, which 
included Tourism Minister, 

hon. edmund Bartlett, and 
senior hAJ officials, also    
visited Pat Chung Lands, 
Orange, retirement phase 
one, and Pitfour phase three. 
      Minister Bartlett indicated 
that the upgrading projects    
at rhyne Park and Grange 
Pen will help to satisfy   
the demand for housing   
and accommodation among 
tourism workers. 

The MinisTry of health 
and Wellness has allocated 
$1.164 billion to provide 
meals at the Kingston Public 
hospital (KPh) and Victoria 
Jubilee hospital (VJh). 
      A three-year contract to 
facilitate this arrangement 
was signed between repre-
sentatives of the south east 
regional health Authority 
(serhA) and the service 
provider, Patsy Lyn Caterers 
Limited, on Monday, 
August 10, at the national 
Chest hospital in Kingston. 
      Under the contract, 
three meals will be provided 
daily for doctors (interns) 
and patients at the hospitals. 
      serhA also signed a 
contract, valued approxi-
mately $69.3 million, with 
industrial and Technical 
supplies Limited, for the 

procurement and installation 
of a neurosurgical micro-
scope at the KPh. 

      The microscope is 
especially adapted for      
surgeries involving the 

brain, spinal cord and 
spine.  
      health and Wellness 
Minister, Dr. the hon. 
Christopher Tufton, in his 
remarks, commended the 
island’s public health practi- 
tioners and stakeholders for 
“the good work they do daily”. 
      “Our public health sys-
tem works on a daily basis 
to treat, cure and dispatch 
persons back to their loved 
ones, and a big part of that 
is the work done by our 
suppliers,” he pointed out.   
      noting that nearly three 
million persons access the 
island’s public health services 
annually, Dr. Tufton reiterated 
the Government’s commitment 
to providing quality services 
to the staff and patients 
at these facilities. 
 

Contract Signed for Meals at KPH  and VJH

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) turns on the main water valve in 
Claremont, Hanover, to officially commission into service the $400 million Claremont to 
Jericho Water Supply System. Sharing the moment are (from left): Minister of National 
Security, Hon. Dr. Horace Chang; Councillor/Caretaker for Sandy Bay Division, 
Maverine Brown; National Water Commission President, Mark Barnett; and Member of 
Parliament for Hanover Eastern, Dave Brown.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (2nd 
right) unveils the recently constructed welcome sign 
at Barrett Town in St. James. Sharing the moment (from 
left) are: World Bank Resident Representative, Ozan 
Sevimli; Head of the European Union Delegation to 
Jamaica, Ambassador, Malgorzata Wasilewska; 
Managing Director, Jamaica Social Investment Fund 
(JSIF), Omar Sweeny; and Tourism Minister and 
Member of Parliament for St. James East Central, 
Hon. Edmund Bartlett.

Health and Wellness Minister, Dr. the Hon. Christopher 
Tufton (2nd right), and Managing Director, Patsy Lyn 
Caterers Limited, Neville Lyn (2nd left), display the 
signed contract for the provision of dietary services for 
the Kingston Public Hospital (KPH) and Victoria Jubilee 
Hospital (VJH).  Others (from left) are: Board Chairman, 
South East Regional Health Authority (SERHA), 
Wentworth Charles; and SERHA Regional Director, 
Maureen Golding.

Six Miles to Blake Road Water  
Supply Improvement Project

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (3rd left) 
hands over a signed copy of  a US$25 million contract for 
the improvement of water supplied to areas between Six 
Miles and Blake Road in Kingston to Director, M & M 
Jamaica Limited, Richard Mullings, at Jamaica  House on 
Wednesday August 12. Sharing the moment  (from left) are: 
National Water Commission (NWC) President, Mark 
Barnett; NWC Chairman, Senator Aubyn Hill; Minister of 
Local Government and Community Development,  Hon. 
Desmond McKenzie; and Minister without Portfolio in the 
Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation with 
Responsibility for Water and Housing,  Hon. Daryl Vaz.
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