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VISION 

An integrated transport system and a vibrant and diversified 

minerals industry which compare with the best in the world.  

MISSION STATEMENT 

Provide the leadership and the enabling activities which 

deliver, in a safe and environmentally sustainable manner, an 

integrated and efficient transport system that serves the 

diverse needs of all users and a minerals sector that optimises 

the value of the resources extracted and processed. 

Dr. Alwin Hales 
Permanent Secretary 
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SALUTATIONS 

Mr. Speaker, I give thanks first to the Almighty for His grace and never ending mercies, which have 

allowed us to be here today, despite the many challenges we have faced, particularly in the past few 

months as we combat this COVID-19 pandemic. 

I also express my gratitude to the Most Honourable Prime Minister for his guidance and leadership 

during our national challenge. Steadfast, sure and steady, he’s kept the nation updated every step of 

the way. Prime Minister Holness is the embodiment of a true Leader. Like the vast majority of 

Jamaicans, Prime Minister, I am grateful, happy and glad, that it is you and this administration that is 

leading Jamaica during this pandemic. 

To all the members of staff at the Ministry of Health and Wellness, ably led by the consummate and 

compassionate Dr. Christopher Tufton, a grateful nation says, “Thank You!”. 

To all our frontline warriors, our essential service workers, security personnel, workers in the public 

passenger industry, our farmers, our political Leaders, the network of supervisors, indoor and 

outdoor agents, runners on both sides of the fence, thank you for leveraging your time and energy, 

so that the poor, the disabled and vulnerable could be reached with a care package. We thank our 

media workers, our social media bloggers, for keeping us informed. 

Mr. Speaker, my greatest thanks and salute, is to the people of our wonderful country, Jamaica. 

They have given their support and sometimes criticisms, which continue to guide me to do the best I 

can to serve them. We united in the face of this virus, we rose to the challenge, we assisted each 

other, we obeyed the regulations, we cooperated. We became our brothers and sisters keepers. 

We, all Jamaicans, here and abroad, asked our Eternal Father to bless our land and He did. Because 

He guarded us with His mighty hand and kept us free from evil powers, He was our light through 

countless hours. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for the support of Permanent Secretary, Dr. Alwin Hales, the Directors 

and staff members of the Ministry of Transport and Mining and its related agencies, departments 

and bodies. They have trusted me, as I lead this Ministry and I am grateful for their confidence in me. 
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To my personal staff and security detail, both in Kingston and St. Mary, I acknowledge their 

contributions. 

To my Management Team, Executive, my five (5) Councillors, delegates, workers and people of the 

great constituency of Western St. Mary, I thank you. I am forever humbled by your support, your 

trust and by your l   . Mary and they love me back. They demonstrated their love in 2016, by making 

me the politician with the most votes, in that election with 11,710 votes. That’s more votes than 

what was totally casted in 14 constituencies. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of Western St. Mary are committed to improving that number of votes. 

That, Mr. Speaker, is love! 

I must personally acknowledge the work and worth of a good St. Mary woman, Mrs. Heather Cooke, 

the Clerk of the House and the parliamentary staff. Thank you.  

Mr. Speaker may I also thank you for your wisdom and management of this House. Sometimes you 

are tested, but you are focused and remind us of our duty to the Jamaican people. 

I thank the Prime MInister, The Most Honourable Andrew Holness, for this appointment and his 

continued confidence. 

But, it is to my eternal Father, Lord and Master; I truly give thanks to, for grace, forgiveness and love. 

I must acknowledge the life and work of the Honourable Shahine Robinson, Minister of Labour and 

Social Security and Member of Parliament for North-East St. Ann. Jamaica has lost a true servant of 

the people and she has left a significant imprint upon our beloved nation. 

I must also acknowledge the passing of former Cabinet minister, Dr. Neville Gallimore, former Mayor 

of May Pen, Mr. Milton Brown, former deputy mayor of Lucea, Mr. Audley Gilpin and former JLP 

Councillor of the Fairy Hill Division, Mr. Hugh Perry. The contributions of these men at the local and 

national levels are immeasurable and Jamaica has lost some of its most committed and faithful 

minds during this period. 
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MINING (MINERALS) DIVISION 

OVERVIEW 

Mr. Speaker, Mining remains one of Jamaica’s main sources of revenue. However, there is a delicate 

balance between the continuation of the industry and the sustainability of this country. The Ministry 

therefore, remains steadfast in its mission to create this well needed balance. 

Mr. Speaker, mining began in Jamaica before Columbus’s arrival in 1494. Our modern mining 

industry began in the early 1950s with the commencement of and commercial bauxite mining and 

the development of the related alumina Industry. However, Mr. Speaker, mining is not only about 

bauxite. There is limestone, a range of hard volcanic rocks, gold, silver and various base metals, 

including copper, lead and, zinc. Additionally, we have several ornamental stones and various 

metals; and routinely, semi-precious minerals and stones are found in our rivers. There is now a 

budding jewelry making industry based on this. 

Mining is currently our largest foreign exchange earner, with bauxite making the biggest 

contribution. It has always offered employment and some assistance to communities; but Mr. 

Speaker, is that enough? 

When you look at any town close to bauxite mining areas, there is much to be desired. These towns 

and communities have no piped water and depend on the kindness of the mining companies for an 

occasional truckload of water. Many families have waited for years hoping to get their land titles, 

having been relocated from lands that were titled. Many families and communities are choking in 

the dust, fumes and chemicals from these plants. Mr. Speaker, I do not blame the companies, I 

blame all of us collectively. We have over the years failed these citizens - a little sponsorship for a 

football league, or some scholarships is not enough. 

This Administration is going to change course! 

I have had discussions with my colleagues and we are going to take on the water challenges in these 

communities. The Jamaica Bauxite Institute, along with the National Water Commission is putting 

together a medium to long term plan to treat with this issue. I ask for the commitment of this House 
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that we will unite to see this through. It won’t happen overnight or all at once but it is important that 

we deal with this matter once and for all. 

This is not enough but we have to start somewhere. 

I took chairmanship of the Bauxite Lands Titling Committee with only 250+ titles being issued since. 

This is no good. Persons who have been displaced have been without their titles for periods of up to 

fifty years. It is a disgrace and it should stop. It must stop. It will stop! 

We have consulted with the Attorney General’s Chambers and have gotten the go-ahead to use the 

power of vesting orders under the Bauxite and Alumina Industries (Special Provisions) Act to assist. 

This, along with the recently passed amendment to the Special Provisions Act, will ensure more titles 

are issued. Once the land is vested in a person or entity, the Commissioner of Lands will not look 

beyond the vesting order, but proceed to title. 

This facility was always used to help the companies. The time is here when this Government, this 

Minister, is going to use it for the first time to assist the over 5,000 families that are waiting on a title 

for parcels of land on which they have been resettled by various bauxite mining companies. 

However, we have ensured and enlisted the bauxite companies to ensure that the basic 

infrastructure must be put in place by them, so that people will not only get titles but infrastructure 

in properly laid out subdivisions. That includes running water to the communities.
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CLARENDON ALUMINA PRODUCTION (CAP) 

In 2013, the Government of Jamaica entered into a borrowing arrangement with the Noble Group 

for approximately US$140 million, along with a mining agreement which allows for a Special Mining 

Lease (SML), to be used as security for the loan. 

In addition, a second measure of security was agreed upon - a marketing agreement that allowed for 

Noble to market our alumina. Although this is better than what was there previously, it can be 

improved for Jamaica’s benefit. This was impossible. 

As a result, we have made additional borrowings over the years to fulfill our obligations for working 

capital. So far we have racked up an additional US$150 million.  

Mr. Speaker, we owe as a people, approximately US$300 million. If we were to put the US$142 

million that was originally borrowed on a fixed deposit account in the bank, we could pay all the 

Jamaican workers at the plant, from the interest until they retire. And we would still have the 

deposit. But we have an agreement that must be respected. 

The Minister of Finance is currently in negotiations with Noble for an amicable solution. The proposal 

is for the incorporation of the joint venture which will be listed on the stock exchange. However, if a 

solution cannot be found, the security from the SML (bauxite ore) would have to be utilized to 

liquidate the debt and our obligations. As soon as the discussions are completed, this house will be 

informed. 
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COCKPIT COUNTRY 

Mr. Speaker, much has been said about the Cockpit Country. Sir, the Government of Jamaica 

recognizes the value and importance of the Cockpit Country to this nation. That is why it took us over 

two years of consultations and studies before we decided on the published boundaries of the 

Cockpit Country. Our Prime Minister personally looked over the reports and with the full support of 

Cabinet and this House, expanded what was recommended as the Cockpit Country Protected Area 

and included the then buffer zone into the formal Cockpit Country. As a result, almost 10 percent of 

Jamaica’s land mass is in this Cockpit Country Protected Area. 

This Government went further and came to this House and sought the consent of the Members for 

an Order to be published setting out the boundaries of the Cockpit Country Protected Area. This for 

the first time, legally defining this region and prohibit mining, farming, building, burial or any 

commercial activity within the Cockpit Country Protected Area. The Order goes further to state that 

important cultural sites that are outside of the published boundaries will be protected. So when we 

say that there will not be any mining in the Cockpit Country we not only mean it, but we have placed 

that commitment - not a promise - within legal protection. 

That notwithstanding, some citizens have raised some concerns and discomfort. This administration 

is well known for its compassion towards the people nature and this Minister is has a track record of 

listening to all. So I went to Albert Town and spent a whole day with some of these citizens, I heard 

their concerns and then engaged our valued partners through consultations with them in New York. I 

reported to the Prime Minister on our talks. 

The citizens made a suggestion to resolve the issues and the holders of the Mining Leases have made 

a counter proposal. The Jamaica Bauxite Institute and other government agencies have been 

brought in and the talks are proceeding. Mr. Speaker, let me be very clear - Jamaica is a country of 

laws. We have never reneged on a legal and binding commitment – never!  

This Government will not be the first. We value our partners and their investment and equally we 

value the comfort and opinions of our people. Jamaica has been known to respect legal agreements 

and that is why our Prime Minister and his Government is so careful in entering into any. 
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When the discussions are amicably resolved the House will be updated. 

MINES AND GEOLOGY DIVISION 

Mr. Speaker, we proudly announce that the first cohort of eighteen persons have completed the 

programme to become certified quarry managers. This course was offered at the Excelsior 

Community College under the Mining School of Jamaica.  

Through the ACP-EU Development Minerals Programme a surveying drone was acquired to support 

more thorough inspections of quarries, and mines. It is also used to estimate stock piled material for 

an accurate determination of the quantities of minerals produced, so that the true resource royalties 

and taxes can be assessed. 

Jamaica participated in the Mining Policy Framework Assessment conducted by the 

Intergovernmental Forum on Mining, Minerals, Metals and Sustainable Development (IGF) and the 

Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). Technical support has also been provided to Jamaica’s 

Limestone Industry Value Chain Development Project implemented by JAMPRO/PIOJ, where value-

added limestone products are being examined for economic gains. 

Within the year, studies on marine industrial minerals will commence as the Division seeks to 

determine volumes of construction materials at ‘spits’ in the sea in St. Thomas and Clarendon. 

The Mines and Geology Division recorded the collection of J$826,847,012.74 in Royalties, which is 

$110 million over the target of J$710,000,000; J$70,651,875.98 in quarry taxes (including penalties 

and interest). This, Mr. Speaker, is an excellent and commendable performance. 

Additionally, 40 Special Exclusive Prospecting Licences were processed. Notably, 33 of these were for 

a local company Geophysx Jamaica Limited to prospect for gold, silver, copper and other base 

metals. From the mapping reports most of the locations/prospects are rather favourable. The 

company has actually started a test drilling to confirm their findings. Mr. Speaker, if ever commercial 

quantities of these metals are to be found, this Jamaican owed company is likely to be the one. 
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We must salute Robert Stewart, principal of the company, for the use of technology, the training of 

over 30 geology students, the sharing of technical data and mostly his respect for the land and the 

environment. 

REHABILITATION AND SUSTAINABILITY 

Mr. Speaker, the Ministry has seen to the successful implementation of the Water Harvesting and 

Greenhouse Cluster Project in bauxite communities in collaboration with Jamaica Social Investment 

Fund (JSIF) under its Rural Economic Development Initiative (REDI) through the Jamaica Bauxite 

Institute. 

Under the project some 160 greenhouses were established through this partnership and the JBI 

continues to provide oversight and guidance for the cluster farmers involved. The programme of 

providing tertiary agricultural scholarships for students within these communities will continue. 

This year the Implementation of Phase VII of the Bauxite Community Development Programme will 

be one of the top priorities. This will increase the number of greenhouse clusters and over 200 

farmers will benefit from this initiative. 
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Work continues in facilitating the delivery of titles through the Bauxite Lands Titling Committee 

(BLTC). During 2019, the BLTC, working with the bauxite companies, the JBI, the Titles Office, 

Municipal Corporations and other government agencies, facilitated the delivery of 238 bauxite 

resettlement land titles, last year. Clearly this is not enough but I have outlined the plan to increase 

these numbers going forward. 

JAMAICA BAUXITE MINING LIMITED 

The Jamaica Bauxite Mining Limited has also seen to the maintenance of sugar storage and conveyor 

systems.  Mr. Speaker, all of the island’s sugar is exported from the Reynolds Pier in Ocho Rios; as 

such maintenance must be carried out. Work continues to see this port being legally converted into 

a multi-user port. 

So far, we have fenced and defined the boundaries, created a sterile area, improved the security and 

are moving to purchase commercial scanners to assist in further improving its security and to protect 

government revenues. We are also in the process of gazetting the boundaries. 

The lands at the former Reynolds Industrial Complex at Lydford, St. Ann are being improved with the 

aim of applying for it to become a free zone. A portion of the land will be used to establish a housing 

scheme. 

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Our partners in the Mining Industry have remained committed to supporting sustainable 

development and giving back to communities. Organisations, such as Jamalco, have developed 

focused programmes that advance sports, health, education, volunteerism and donations which are 

fundamental to the well-being of communities. 

The activities and programmes engaged are instrumental in promoting social harmony, developing 

local talent and promoting fair play.   

JISCO continues to work to relocate families and provide water while they prepare for construction. 

New Day/ Noranda, continues to give valuable support in sports and farming and Windalco has 

made an offer to the Ministry of Health and Wellness, to build a small hospital. Students are also 
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empowered through scholarships, bursaries, grants and book vouchers at the primary and tertiary 

level. 

The ultimate aim of these initiatives is to positively influence and generate a change in the 

circumstances of the residents of these communities. 

EARTHQUAKE UNIT 

Mr. Speaker, the Earthquake Unit studies the country’s susceptibility to earthquakes and provides 

information on the range of appropriate actions necessary to mitigate their potential destructive 

impacts and so save lives, property and thereby protect economic assets and our economic well-

being.  

During the year in review, GOJ funding has allowed the entity to upgrade some of its equipment and 

continue to train staff in order to remain the top monitoring unit in the region. The process of 

modernisation will continue in the coming year. 
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TRANSPORTATION DIVISION 

OVERVIEW 

Mr. Speaker, I turn your attention to the Transport Division of this portfolio.  

Transportation is one of those industries which remain absolutely necessary in every aspect of life 

and the Jamaican economy. Transportation largely consists of the movement of people, cargo and 

services, on land, sea or in the air. It is the responsibility of this Ministry to regulate and manage 

these vital activities. 

This Ministry is about moving people not vehicles. 

AEROTEL/ KOOL FM 

Mr. Speaker, despite the challenges faced during the COVID-19 pandemic, AEROTEL has successfully 

implemented modernized Air Traffic Control technologies to further improve equipment 

performance and achieve 99.9% aeronautical systems availability. Additionally, the implementation 

of Network Operations and Control Centre (NOCC) was completed to enable complete remote 

visibility of the aeronautical network infrastructure island-wide, with the ability to diagnose and 

respond to faults, sometimes even as they are developing and before they become service-affecting. 

A new computerized Fault Management System has also been implemented to improve efficiency, 

quality and analysis of response and reporting in respect of aeronautical system faults 

In regard to KOOL 97 FM, there has been upgraded production studio capability and capacity to 

improve audio quality, new digital sound mixing facilities and associated training in a purpose re-

designed and re-styled interior building environment. A digital multimedia and social media line of 

business was developed to complement KOOL 97FM’s traditional broadcasting model. 

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF JAMAICA 

With the successful privatization of the Norman Manley International Airport to PAC Kingston 

Airport Limited (PACKAL), the AAJ will complete some projects already contracted even while 

PACKAL will implement capital works totaling US$200 million which includes the runway expansion. 

However, due to the corona virus pandemic, we have agreed to postpone the start-up date. 
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The AAJ will also undertake shoreline protection works along the Port Royal Road to protect the 

Eastern end of the runway and the airport.  

The Jamaica Civil Aviation Authority (JCAA) issued for the first time the Aerodrome Operator 

Certificate (AOC) dated October 4, 2019, signifying that NMIA Airports Limited (NMIAL) had met the 

requirements to operate NMIA.  The AOC, which is not transferrable, expires on October 3, 2020. 

Mr. Speaker the operators of the Sangster International Airport (SIA), MBJ Airports Limited (MBJ), 

won the 2020 World Travel Awards designation as “Leading Caribbean Airport” for the 13th 

successive year. This deserves a hearty round of applause! 

Additionally, MBJ commenced a US$70 million (J$9.8 billion) 24-month runway extension and 

shoreline protection project in January 2020. A Master Plan airport expansion programme estimated 

at US$100 million (J$14 billion) was slated to commence this year but commencement has been 

deferred as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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We are however, steering forward with new airport developments including the upgrade of the 

Lionel Densham Airport under a “Reverse PPP” to the tune of approximately $103 million. There are 

also plans to acquire the Holland Bamboo airstrip for rehabilitation and reactivation. 

The AAJ is collaborating with the Jamaica Civil Aviation Authority (JCAA) and other entities to 

establish a National Aviation Training Institution, and aviation scholarships (pilots training) to be 

offered to residents in the airport’s communities. 

JAMAICA CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 

The Jamaica Civil Aviation Authority (JCAA) Air Navigation Services Modernization Programme 

continued. We transitioned from the manually driven Aeronautical Information Services (AIS) to the 

digitized Aeronautical Information Management (AIM). This will allow more accurate management 

of information regarding our air space. 

Additionally, the Doppler Very High Frequency Omni Range (DVOR) antenna at Norman Manley 

International Airport (NMIA) and Sangster International Airport (SIA) were replaced in December 

2019. 

The JCAA will implement a Low-Level Wind Shear Alert system at the NMIA. The system enhances 

safety by providing information in real time to warn pilots and aerodrome services of these weather 

conditions. 
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Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday, December 18, 2019, the Most Honourable Prime Minster officially 

reopened the upgraded Kingston Air Traffic Control Centre (KATCC). The KATCC provides air 

navigation services for aircraft that are passing through Jamaica’s airspace. It also manages the 

airspace, including the Cayman Islands and the surrounding Caribbean Sea. 

 

I am especially pleased to share that Jamaica assumed a critical leadership role at the ICAO 40th 

General Assembly. Mr. Nari Williams-Singh, Jamaica’s Director General of Civil Aviation, was elected 

by the delegates as the President of ICAO’s 40th General Assembly.  Over 2,600 Ministers and other 

high-ranking government officials from ICAO’s 193 Member States participated. 

Mr. Speaker, we intend to implement a Space-Based Automatic Dependent Surveillance Broadcast 

(ADS-B) System, which uses satellite-based technology to calculate an aircraft's precise location, 

speed and direction. This will allow for increased safety, precise aircraft locations, improved search 

and rescue response, reduction in gross navigation errors and faster pilot/controller communication 

ultimately allowing more planes to use our airspace. 

PORTS SECURITY CORPS  

The Ports Security Corps is the only Certified Aviation Security Provider in the region for all our 

airports/aerodromes and is the Recognized Security Organisation (RSO) for seaports.  

Over the past year, the PSC has maintained vigilance which led to the detection and seizure of 

various contraband including 99.2 kilograms of marijuana, 11.93 kilograms of cocaine, 5 firearms, 
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774 assorted rounds of ammunition and 27 firearm magazines. The Ports Security Corps have also 

seen to the repair of the facility at the Norman Manley International Airport (NMIA). 

We are also working this year to release our marine security certification. 

RAILWAY 

Mr. Speaker, the reintroduction of the railway service in Jamaica has been a goal for the 

Government of Jamaica for a long time. Work continues to make this a reality. 

Cabinet has approved the establishment of an Enterprise Team to oversee and manage the 

engagement with potential investment partners and authorized the Development Bank of Jamaica 

(DBJ) as Transaction Manager. The change in modality was to ensure that the Government and the 

JRC would utilise a vehicle for the privatization process that would ensure the best operational, legal 

and financial outcome for all the stakeholders. 

The Student Passenger Rail Service Project has been one of the short term goals of the JRC. This is 

still on the books and we continue negotiations with various entities to make this a reality in the near 

future despite the setbacks due to COVID-19. 

The Ministry of Finance, more than ever, is committed to finding the J$200 million as social 

distancing will have to be maintained and rail offers to the most economical way go forward. 

TOLL AUTHORITY 

Mr. Speaker, the Toll Authority have sought to combine efforts with the National Works Agency and 

Trans-Jamaican Highway for the installation of additional cameras along the highway to improve real 

time monitoring capabilities and improved security along the road.  

There has also been aggressive monitoring of operators to ensure compliance with the Toll Roads 

Act. This was achieved via routine inspections of infrastructure, traffic control management, 

employee safety practices, observation of traffic flow and backup and post monitoring activities. 

Mr. Speaker, you will note as you drive on our highways, the improvement to the escape lanes. This 

bit of maintenance is to ensure safe stopping in the case of a run-away vehicle entering the escape 

lane. 
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MARITIME AUTHORITY 

Mr. Speaker, Jamaica has met the January 2020 deadline for the International Maritime 

Organization (IMO) 2020 0.5% sulphur fuel cap. Legislation is also far advanced to regulate the 

bunkering industry. 

I am pleased to announce that Jamaica was successfully re-elected to the IMO Council in December 

2019. Jamaica was also re-elected to Chair the IMO’s III Sub-Committee in 2019, which deals with 

implementation of IMO’s instruments. 

 

We are working on several pieces of legislation in respect to the maritime industry including the 

legislation to implement the Maritime Labour Convention (MLC 2006). This legislation will ensure 

that crew on board ships, including those in the hospitality division of cruise ships, will enjoy decent 

living and working conditions onboard ships including the right to be repatriated when their 

contracts have been terminated.  
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Going forward, the Maritime Authority will be establishing a desk that will develop mechanisms to 

keep track of our seafarers. The Bill has been finalised and should be brought to Cabinet shortly. The 

provisions of this bill and the signing of the maritime treaty have given protection to Jamaican ship 

workers, especially in this pandemic. 

Legislation to incorporate the MARPOL Convention which addresses the prevention of pollution 

from ships by oil, garbage, noxious substances, sewage, and air emissions is in an advanced stage 

and is expected to be passed in Parliament in this financial year. The Legislation when passed will 

provide for very high fines for polluting our waters and will establish the regulatory framework for 

managing the growing bunkering sector.       

Mr. Speaker, going forward, we will implement a new model for the growth of Jamaica’s Ship 

Registry (JSR). Cabinet gave approval for the process to engage a private investor partner for the 

operation, management and finance of the JSR, to move to the transaction phase.  This will see 

identification of an appropriate partner. It is expected that the PPP will be concluded in this fiscal 

year. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, we express gratitude to the Government of Korea for providing a scholarship 

for Caribbean Maritime University Student, Devon Wilson, who will be pursuing a master’s degree at 

the World Maritime University.  

ROAD SAFETY 

Mr. Speaker, we are still plagued by too many road fatalities. The Road Traffic Act Regulations is at 

the final stages of completion and will soon be taken to Cabinet and laid with Parliament. 

After that we will undertake a rigorous public education programme and aggressively pursue 

strategies to combat the high road fatalities. We are going to be targeting motorcyclists to improve 

safety practices. In the coming year, we will work with the Trade Board to bring safer vehicles into 

the island. 

We will also employ the requisite technologies to improve accountability on our roads. 

Additionally, the training programme for black box technicians will continue. 
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STATE RUN TRANSPORTATION 

The Jamaica Urban Transit Company Limited (JUTC) and Montego Bay Metro continue to play a vital 

role in the provision of transport services to the people of Jamaica. This was made more evident with 

the outbreak of COVID-19 and the need for people, including first responders and essential workers, 

to move around safely. Although faced with a myriad of challenges, we rise to the occasion when it 

matters most.  

I wish to put on record my sincere gratitude to our brave frontline staff including but not limited to 

our drivers, dispatchers and the customer service team who responded professionally in fulfilling 

their duties. I applaud you for your sterling efforts. Both companies have an aggressive programme 

of sanitization in light of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Equally, Mr. Speaker, private operators and investors in the public sector responded admirably to 

the pandemic. We want to place on record our sincere appreciation, even as they faced their own 

challenges, they came out and provided service to the nation. 

JAMAICA URBAN TRANSIT COMPANY 

 

Last year the JUTC made approximately 55 million passenger trips and we are hoping that with a 

robust repair programme underway, we will be able to augment the number of passengers. 
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I am pleased to report that the oil filtration programme, which was introduced last year at the 

Rockfort depot as a pilot, has borne fruit. The retrofitting and supply of oil has had a positive impact 

on our present lubricant bill. Currently, we are implementing the second phase of the oil filtration 

system at the Spanish Town depot. 

Wi-Fi on buses was introduced in September 2018 initially on 100 buses but has since been installed 

on over 350 active units. The goal this year is to enhance the quality of the service to customers. 

Additionally, the Kronos time and attendance management system has been implemented at the 

corporate office. The system, which requires employees to swipe their IDs to log their time, 

eliminates the use of log books and the issue of some who try to be dishonest, by falsifying work 

times. We intend to roll out a phased implementation throughout the company beginning June/July 

2020.  

As we move towards greater controls and use of technology in the 21st century, the JUTC will be 

rolling out a fully cashless system on a phased basis. 

 

Mr. Speaker, you may recall we have begun using compressed natural gas (CNG) to power five (5) 

buses within our fleet. We have also constructed a CNG terminal at the Portmore depot to fuel these 
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units. As we look at ways of modernizing our operations, we intend to introduce this year a biodiesel 

project and electric buses. This, coupled with our natural gas project, will diversify our energy 

sources and is intended to cut the cost of energy. 

In addition, as announced by the Honourable Minister of Finance, we have started the procurement 

process for the purchase of 50 buses. When we pay for and receive the buses is dependent on 

funding but we are proceeding with the paperwork. 

Mr. Speaker, the JUTC, in partnership with Stocks and Securities Limited (SSL) will be converting an 

old bus into a mobile supermarket to assist elderly and disabled customers who are now at home. 

SSL will undertake the retrofitting and operate and pay the attendant costs. Items from this 

supermarket will be sold at a minimal cost because this is not a profit making venture. 

Additionally, as part of the response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the JUTC will allow sub-franchise 

holders up to September 30 of this year to pay fees. A 20% discount on fees will also be granted. 

I am also pleased to announce that frontline workers will continue to ride free on the JUTC and 

Montego Bay Metro buses until the end of August 2020. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, the continued vandalism of our buses by wayward individuals is of major 

concern. Vandalising the buses through stone throwing incidents hurts physically and economically. 

People are injured and buses are damaged and sometimes cannot be replaced. The damage to buses 

cost the company millions of dollars per annum; money that could be diverted elsewhere. I take this 

opportunity to remind the public that stoning buses is irresponsible and dangerous. If you witness 

this, please call the police, WhatsApp message or call our “REPORT IT” hotline at 876-570-1789. 

MONTEGO BAY METRO CO. LTD  

The Montego Bay Metro has faced similar challenges. However, the company has managed to 

remain afloat and provide service to the people in Western Jamaica. 

I am happy to report that all statutory liabilities for the company have been paid. All trade payables 

have also been paid off. The lease agreements with Appliance Traders Limited (ATL) and the Elhydro 
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Group of Companies have been renegotiated and renewed. Combined, these agreements generate 

seven million dollars (7,000,000) annually. 

Mr. Speaker, as new opportunities are explored for this company negotiations are underway for an 

advertising agreement for advertisements on bus stops along the Company’s routes which could 

generate income of approximately 24 million dollars ($24,000,000.00) for the 2020/2021 financial 

year. 

JAMAICA ULTIMATE TYRE CO., LTD 

Mr. Speaker, the Jamaica Ultimate Tyre Company is a self-financing Public Body that was originally 

formed to produce retreaded tyres for the JUTC and other commercial entities. The Company over 

the years has expanded its product line to include the sale of new tyres, batteries, and the provision 

of tyre services such as patching, vulcanizing and fitting. Front end alignment, wheel balancing and 

nitrogen inflation were also added, resulting in significant growth in customer base. 

In spite of challenges, induced by both local and international factors, the company has remained 

profitable for the last ten years. In just the last year revenue has grown by 32%, exceeding its 10% 

target. 

Jamaica Ultimate Tyre Company will be expanding to other regions. The company is currently in 

negotiations with Montego Bay Metro for office space in the western region and a sales coordinator 

has already been employed and making sales from the Montego Bay Metro Office.  

Meanwhile, the current office space and showroom area have been renovated to better suit the 

needs of the company.  

ISLAND TRAFFIC AUTHORITY 

Mr. Speaker, the Provisional Driver’s Licence System (PDLS) at the Island Traffic Authority (ITA) was 

implemented on January 25, 2020. This system was created to administer a multiple choice test to 

applicants. This process is in its first stage, which involves an applicant taking a road code test 

consisting of twenty (20) multiple choice questions. Additionally, the commencement of the PDLS is 



 

 
27 

 

the first phase in the development of the electronic driver’s licence system. As of March 15, 2020, a 

total of 3,407 applicants were tested. 

There will be a three (3) months pilot testing for the geo-fencing system regarding Certificate of 

Fitness. Testing will begin at the Swallowfield, Montego Bay and Mandeville Depots. Hand-held 

devices for this purpose are currently being sourced. 

Additionally, the Savanna La Mar Depot was officially opened in February of this year. This office is a 

shared space with the Transport Authority. 

To manage the cost of electricity consumption, solar systems will be installed at Depots across the 

island. However, during the pilot testing phase, installation will be done at the locations with higher 

watt consumption. This will be done within the 2nd and 3rd Quarters of the 2020-2021 Financial 

Year.  

TRANSPORT AUTHORITY 

Mr. Speaker, When I took portfolio responsibility as Transport Minister and presented my 16- Point 

proposal, it was met with much resistance and criticisms in some quarters. Today, with consultation 

and input from industry stakeholders, a number of strategies were implemented to improve service 

quality, order and safety in the Public Passenger Transportation Sector. 
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Mr. Speaker, as a result of that visionary plan, we were able to respond favourably to the concerns 

about crowding and lack of social distancing. Because of the work we started under the 16 point plan 

we were able to provide all our licensing services online. 

Mr. Speaker, over the past year, the Authority pursued the digitization of its operations to include a 

Digital Transformation Project that will use ICT to increase customer satisfaction and improve on its 

products and processes. This is complemented by the roll out of the Drive Safe Mobile Application 

and a WhatsApp account providing new platforms for the public to post images and videos of traffic 

violations. There is also the development of PPV Driver Training Application utilizing gamification to 

make content simple, engaging and easily understood and the commencement of Online Application 

for Public Passenger Vehicle Road Licences.  

When completed, the Digital Transformation Project should result in customers benefiting from 

digital licences, smart monitoring as well as mobile automated service delivery in all areas of the 

Transport Authority. 

In support of the legislative framework for the 

sector, drafting instructions were completed for 

the Amendments to the Transport Authority Act, 

incorporating provisions from the Road Traffic Act 

1938. This Act will allow for Varied Expiration 

Dates, birthday (or date of incorporation) 

renewals, crafting and extension of routes, 

facilitation of the Market Driven Approach for the 

grant of licences, Electronic Monitoring and 

Regulating, as well as provisions for the protection 

of employees and facilities of the TA, PPV 

operators and the commuting public from violence 

during the course of operation. 

Mr. Speaker, technology continues to play an 

integral role in the reformation of the sector. 
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Technology has therefore been infused in the licensing activities with the implementation of the 

Regional Licence Approval Platform. This resulted in immediate improvements in the processing and 

delivery of new PPV licences to customers. The roll out of the several online applications for Public 

Passenger Vehicles has also helped to increase the Authority’s efficiency in processing applications.  

The Authority also successfully rolled out the Cashless System at its corporate office in collaboration 

with a number of financial institutions, thereby enhancing the safety and security of employees and 

customers. Monitoring activities have continued island wide, in partnerships with the Jamaica 

Constabulary Force and Island Traffic Authority were maintained, to bring greater order and safety 

to public transportation operations.  

The Transport Authority completed a National Tourism Sector Study which examined the public 

passenger vehicle carrying capacity for the industry. This study will guide the development of policy 

and procedures for the issuance of Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB) licences and to ensure an adequate 

supply of vehicles to service the tourism sector. 

With presence of the Coronavirus in our country, a sanitation and repairs programme for selected 

schools, located in predominantly rural area have been continued by the Authority.  

Additionally, the Authority embarked on a new project geared at promoting healthy lifestyles among 

operators within the sector by hosting a series of health fairs in collaboration with the National 

Health Fund. So far we have hosted in Spanish Town, Montego Bay and Ocho Rios. It will not stop 

there. 
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Last year as part of our corporate social responsibility, we committed to the purchase of two school 

buses to assist rural schools with transportation under the National Education Trust (NET). We are 

pleased to say the procurement process for that has been completed and delivery will be done soon 

to Yallahs High in St Thomas and Maldon High School in St James. 

The Authority also embarked on a project to donate four dialysis machines to Regional Health 

Authorities, with priority use of the machines given to Public passenger vehicle operators, 

predisposed to lifestyle diseases such as diabetes. 

In the coming year the Transport Authority will begin work on developing a GPS based disc for our 

operators and finally link our database to the insurance industry and the police. This will provide 

evidence of fewer accidents, which should lower insurance rates. 

Mr. Speaker, there has been a number of concerns regarding wrecking of PPV’s at exorbitant rates. 

The TA, as a matter of policy, has mandated that only the published rates be charged by wrecking 

companies. For any company that overcharges: (1) the vehicle will not be stored at any Transport 

Authority Pound; and (2) the Transport Authority will no longer engage in business with that 

company. The issue of overcharging and extortion must stop.  

We have had dialogue with the Police High Command and the Authority no longer wrecks for 

running contrary and with the coming passage of the regulations to the New Road Traffic Act, the 

situation will be remedied. 

Mr. Speaker, we are well aware of the impact of the corona virus on the Public Passenger industry. 

Therefore we are extended the deadline for renewal of PPV Licenses to the end of September of this 

year. Persons are encouraged to renew online free of cost, while in office renewals without an 

appointment will attract a ten thousand dollar cost. Additionally, police record requirement for 

renewals is waived this year. 

Persons who wish to change the class of their license will be allowed to do so, provided they meet 

the Authority’s requirements. However, hackney licenses in the Kingston Metropolitan Transport 

Region (KMTR) will remain. 
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We urge members of the Public Passenger Industry to make their applications to the Government’s 

CARE Programme and to use the proceeds, once received, wisely. Each person is also encouraged to 

closely follow the Ministry of Health and Wellness protocols in response to the corona virus. 

 

Mr. Speaker, we are well positioned to chart the course to prosperity in public transportation. 

CONCLUSION 

Mr. Speaker, this portfolio is charting the course towards prosperity. 

Like all things, we face challenges but we are always ready to step up to the task. We continue to 

work because we have an obligation to the people of Jamaica to do what is best for this Nation. 

This Government is one that listens, consults and adjusts accordingly because we don't have all the 

answers, so we form partnerships for the greater good of this country we all call home. 

Mr. Speaker, during this pandemic, respective portfolio Ministers will outline the plans to face the 

realities of this pandemic; but have no fear, no doubt, this Government will weather any storm, any 
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recession. We have the ideas; we have the projects; we have the will and most of all, we have the 

love for the people. It is our fervent wish, our expectant hope and the desire that all Jamaicans, 

including the opposition, will unite and fulfill our civic duty, standing side by side so that Jamaica can 

move forward. Better days are coming. 

Mr. Speaker, we are well on the way to prosperity. There are challenges yes, but we are well on the 

way. The Ministry of Transport and Mining remains committed to being the driving force behind a 

sustainable and reliable transportation system, as well as for a responsible and profitable mining 

industry… so that Jamaica may, under God increase in beauty, fellowship and prosperity. 

Mr. Speaker if it so pleases you. 

Thank you. 
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