
MiNiSteR oF tourism, Hon. 
edmund Bartlett, says the 
tourism sector is advanced in 
its preparation for a phased 
reopening of the industry, 
with several entities already 
putting measures in place to 
become coronavirus (CoViD-
19) resilient. 
      Mr. Bartlett said he was 
particularly satisfied with the 
level of readiness of selected 
properties in Montego Bay 
and ocho Rios, where he led 
a team on a fact-finding tour 
on June 3. 
      the facilities visited to 
gauge their readiness for 
reopening were Holiday inn, 
Sandals Montego Bay,       
Coral Cliff/Margaritaville, 
Deja Resorts, Jamaica inn, 
the  Donald Sangster inter-
national airport, and  
Hospiten.  
      the Minister informed 
that the team visited the 
restaurants and beaches on 
the properties and it was 
seen where these facilities 
are being reconfigured to 
comply with physical dis-
tancing rules. 
      “We were so impressed 
too with the type of arrange-
ments that are being made to 
protect the workers and the 

personal protective equip-
ment (PPes) that have 
already been bought by 
some [entities],” he said while 
addressing a digital press 
conference on June 4. 
      Mr. Bartlett further 
informed that the team will 
be visiting “a number of other 
entities and stakeholder 
groupings over the next few 
days”, noting that the 
CoViD-compliant entities will 
be issued with certificates 
that recognise them as 
CoViD-19-resilient tourism 
entities and will serve as a 
“stamp of approval that you 
are ready for opening in 
phase one”.  

PRIME MINISTER the 
Most Hon. andrew 
Holness has called on 

members of the organisation 
of african, Caribbean and 
Pacific States (oaCPS) to 
work together to address     
the development challenges 
posed by the current global 
pandemic. 
      Mr. Holness, who was 
addressing the first virtual 
extraordinary inter-Sessional 
Summit of Heads of State 
and Government of the 
oaCPS on June 3, said that 
the pandemic has severely 
eroded the resilience of coun-
tries and even reversed the 
hard-earned gains of sustain-
able development. 
      “CaRiFoRUM states have 
experienced devastating 
impacts in multiple areas 
including health, education, 
culture, trade and finance,” 
he pointed out. 

      “the mainstay of most of 
our economies – agriculture 
and tourism – were hardest 
hit by a staggering fallout in 
revenue and employment. 

these experiences are cer-
tainly echoed across aCP 
States,” he added. 
      Mr. Holness noted that 
while the pandemic has     

summoned increased cordi-
nation among the international      
community, including the United 
Nations (UN) Secretary General’s 
launch of the CoViD-19 
Global Humanitarian Response 
Plan, there is need for a com-
prehensive revision of the 
system of global economic 
governance to promote sus-
tainable development. 
      “this includes redefining 
development indices, amelio-
rating inequalities and 
addressing economic imbal-
ance,” Mr. Holness said. 
      at the same time, he said 
that the pandemic has pro-
vided an opportunity for 
developing countries to recon- 
figure their societies to work 
smarter and safer by further 
integrating technology and 
innovation in their productive 
activities. 

PM Urges Solidarity Among  
OACPS Members

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness addresses 
the first virtual Extraordinary Inter-Sessional Summit of 
Heads of State and Government of the Organisation of 
African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS) on June 3.

Tourism Sector Reopening –  
Preparation Advanced  
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NHF Receives 70% of Medical Equipment and Supplies Ordered

tHe JaMaiCa Constabulary 
Force (JCF) is engaged in the 
procurement process to 
acquire body-worn cameras 
for its members, as it continues 
to ensure transparency and 
professionalism in inter-
actions involving its mem-
bers and the public. 

      a body-worn camera is a 
wearable audio, video, or 

photographic recording sys-
tem used to document 
images of activities.  
      Providing an update at a 
digital press briefing, on 
June 4, Commissioner of 
Police, Major General antony 
anderson, said the procure-
ment process began in May 
last year; however, there was 
a delay in receiving response 
from potential providers during 
the bidding process. 
      “For the past month, we 
have been testing various 
models based on what was 
put forward in the tender 
documents and in the bids, 
and that has allowed us to 
evaluate things like how 
rugged they are, whether the 
clips will break or not, and 
are they suitable for our cir-
cumstances.  also, how we 
capture the data from these 
body-worn cameras is signi-
ficant,” the Commissioner said. 
      He noted that an elec-
tronic server to support the 
capturing of the data is cur-

rently in the island, but the 
equipment has not been 
commissioned into service, 
as the persons who will 
undertake the process are 
unable to do so, in light of 
the country’s border closure.  

      “it is a long process… it’s 
a massive procurement and 
we cannot afford to get it 
wrong. We have to do this in 
a very structured way,” the 
Commissioner added. 

aPPRoxiMately 5,000 
families that have been 
occupying bauxite lands for 
several years are set to 
receive titles for those 
properties. 

      the Government will 
facilitate this process 
through the use of the 
power of vesting orders 
under the Bauxite and 
alumina industries (Special 
Provisions) act. 
      Making the disclosure, 
Minister of transport and 
Mining, Hon. Robert 
Montague, said that the 
Ministry has consulted with 
the attorney General’s 
Chambers and has “got the 

go-ahead to use the power 
of vesting orders”. 
      “this facility was 
always used to help the 
companies. this time, this 
Government is going to use 
it for the first time to assist 
the… families that are waiting 
on a title,” he noted. 
      Minister Montague, 
who was making his contri-
bution to the 2020/2021 
Sectoral Debate in the 
House of Representatives 
on June 2, lamented that 
these families have been 
without titles for periods of 
up to 50 years. 
      the Minister pointed 
out that the use of the 
power of vesting orders, along 
with the recently passed 
amendment to the Special 
Provisions act, will ensure 
that more titles are issued. 
      “once the land is vest-
ed in a person or entity, the 
Commissioner of lands will 
not need to look beyond 
the vesting order to pro-
ceed to title,” he noted. 
      Minister Montague also 
informed that the 
Government has enlisted 
the assistance of the baux-
ite companies in ensuring 
that they put in place the 
basic infrastructure for 
these properties, including 
roads, light and water. 

NatioNal HealtH Fund 
(NHF) Chief executive 
officer (Ceo), everton 
anderson, says approxi-
mately 70 per cent of the 
medical equipment and 
supplies being sourced to 
further bolster the Gov-    
ernment’s national coron-
avirus (CoViD-19) response 
for Jamaica, has been received. 
      “We have received addi-
tional ventilators, monitors, 
intensive care unit (iCU) 
beds, and several other 
pieces of equipment that 
[were] ordered over a num-
ber of months,” he said. 
      Mr. anderson was 
speaking on June 3, following 
a tour of the NHF 
Pharmaceutical Warehouse 
in Kingston with British High 
Commissioner to Jamaica, 
His excellency asif ahmad, 
to view $100 million worth of 
medication procured from 
suppliers in the United 
Kingdom.  
      the list of items already 
in the island also include 
stretchers, infrared ther-
mometers, and N95 masks, 
which, along with the 
remaining supplies to come, 
have been acquired from 
suppliers in the United 
States of america (USa), 
ireland, and the People’s 
Republic of China. 
      Mr. anderson said it is 
anticipated that “hopefully, 
in another three weeks, we 

should have all the items 
that we have ordered”, 
which also includes addi-
tional personal protective 
equipment (PPe).  
      He pointed out that 
while the equipment, such 
as ventilators, beds and 
stretchers, being acquired is 
intended to serve the public 
health system beyond 
CoViD-19, PPes will have 
to be continually ordered 
“depending on the situation 
on the ground”. 
      Mr. anderson indicated 
that while the NHF has 

planned its supply chain 
arrangements up to the end 
of the 2020/21 fiscal year, 
the entity will continue to 
assess emerging develop-
ments and use these to 
inform its decisions, should 
the need to revisit these 
arise. 
      Medication sourced from 
the UK, which arrived on 
tuesday (June 2), includes 
drugs for mental health, 
heart conditions, cancer, 
and other chronic illnesses. 
      these are being stored 
at the NHF’s pharmaceutical 

warehouse in Kingston for 
distribution across the pub-
lic health system. 
      the shipment was facili-
tated through the collabora-
tive efforts of the Ministry of 
Foreign affairs and Foreign 
trade and High Comm-
ssioner ahmad, who was 
instrumental in initiating 
arrangements with UK-
based tUi airlines to trans-
port the supplies, which had 
been delayed due to the 
coronavirus (CoViD-19) 
pandemic. 
 

5,000 Families on Bauxite  
Lands to Receive Titles

British High Commissioner to Jamaica, His Excellency Asif Ahmad (left), and National 
Health Fund (NHF) Chief Executive Officer, Everton Anderson, examine several boxes of 
medication, which the Government procured in the United Kingdom through the NHF. 
The supplies are being stored at the NHF’s pharmaceutical warehouse in Kingston, 
which they toured on June 3. 

JCF Engages in Procurement Process to Acquire Body-Worn Cameras

Transport and Mining Min-
ister, Hon. Robert Montague, 
opens the 2020/21 Sectoral 
Debate in Parliament on 
June 2. 

Commissioner of Police, 
Major General Antony 
Anderson

Minister of Tourism, Hon. 
Edmund Bartlett

Minister without Portfolio 
in the Ministry of National 
Security, Senator the Hon. 
Matthew Samuda (left), 
converses with a ward, 
who is using a computer 
inside the new multipur-
pose classroom at the 
South Camp Juvenile 
Correctional Centre in 
Kingston. The classroom 
was officially opened on 
June 4.

South Camp Juvenile Centre Gets New Multipurpose Classroom
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