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Gov’t, Private Sector Pursuing
Crime-Fighting Consensus
T

HE GOVERNMENT
continues to pursue a
policy of partnership with
private sector and civil society
to develop a comprehensive
approach to national security.
prime Minister the Most
hon. Andrew holness met
with stakeholders on June 25
at the Office of the prime
Minister, to discuss a proposed framework presented
by the non-government committee for the consensus on
crime.
he reiterated the Administration’s commitment to a
joint approach to finding
solutions.
“The Government is always
willing. The Government stands

Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness
at your service to participate
and lead any initiative that
brings consensus….. We are

at your service and we are
happy always when we see
initiatives like these. We are
particularly happy when people with deep knowledge and
experience in these matters
bring them to the table to
assist.
The committee comprises
representatives from the
Jamaica
chamber
of
commerce, the private
Sector
Organisation
of
Jamaica, as well as members
of various civil and religious
groups.
prior to the meeting with
the prime Minister, the nongovernment committee met
with national Security Minister,
hon. Dr horace chang and

“The
Government
stands at your
service to
participate and
lead any
initiative that
brings
consensus.”
members from the parliamentary Opposition, to
present a document with
recommendations for the
country’s national crimefighting strategy.

Victoria Jubilee Gets High-Dependency Unit
The DOWnTOWn Kingstonbased Victoria Jubilee hospital (VJh) now boasts a stateof-the-art high-Dependency
unit (hDu) as well as a refurbished space for neonatal
and maternal care.
The project was completed
under the programme for the
reduction of Maternal and
child Mortality (prOMAc),
which is being spearheaded
by the Ministry of health and
Wellness with funding support of approximately €22
million under a Government
of Jamaica (GOJ)-european
union (eu) bilateral agreement.
prOMAc is aimed at
reducing maternal and child
mortality, in keeping with the
Government of Jamaica’s
own development goals.
The new six-bed maternal hDu at VJh, which
includes an operating theatre
and isolation suite, will
increase the hospital’s capacity to care for critically ill
patients, who are usually

Poverty Rate Fell by
40 Per Cent in 2018
JAMAicA recOrDeD a 40
per cent drop in the poverty
rate in 2018, the lowest in 10
years.
This was disclosed by
Minister of Finance and the
public Service, Dr. the hon.
nigel clarke, in a statement
to parliament on June 23.
“in 2018, the poverty
rate was 12.6 per cent, a
decline of 6.7 percentage
points relative to 2017. This
is the lowest rate of poverty
since 2008,” he said.
noting that the figures
are contained in the Jamaica
Survey of living conditions
(JSlc), Dr. clarke said this
decline may be attributed to
an increase in real Gross
Domestic product (GDp), an
increase in employment, an
increase in the proportion of
households in the lower
quintiles that received remittances, as well as a slowing
in the rate of inflation.
“The overall reduction in
poverty for 2018 was driven
by declines in all three
regions. The Greater Kingston
Metropolitan Area (GKMA)
registered a poverty rate of
9.2 per cent, other urban

Minister of Finance and the
Public Service, Dr. the Hon.
Nigel Clarke
centres (Ouc), 12 per cent,
and rural areas, a poverty
rate of 15 per cent.
Decreases of 8.5 percentage points were recorded
in the GKMA, 7.8 per cent in
Ouc and 5.2 percentage
points in rural areas,” he
noted.
The Jamaica Survey of
living conditions reflects
the living standards of the
Jamaican household. it is
a joint publication by the
Statistical institute of Jamaica (STATin), which collects
the data annually, and the
planning institute of Jamaica
(piOJ), which conducts the
analysis.

$1B Spent to Build, Renovate
Justice Facilities
Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (left), speaks with Board
Chairman, South East Regional Health Authority (SERHA), Wentworth Charles, and Head
of the European Union (EU) Delegation to Jamaica, Ambassador Malgorzata Wasilewska,
during a tour of the new High-Dependency Unit (HDU), which opened at the Victoria
Jubilee Hospital (VJH), downtown Kingston, on June 24.
transferred
from
other
hospitals across the island.
in addition, the neonatal
facility has been expanded to
accommodate four highdependency beds, creation
of isolation suites to facilitate
up to 16 premature babies at
one time who need respiratory

support, as well as the refurbishment of space for a 24bed general nursery.
At the official opening
ceremony on June 24,
Minister of health and
Wellness, Dr. the hon.
christopher Tufton, said that
the hDu and neo-natal unit

will improve the quality of
care for thousands of critically
ill neonates and high-risk
pregnant women.
he urged all that will use
the facilities at VJh and the
others provided at hospitals
across the island to take care
of them.

The JuSTice Ministry
expended $1 billion between
January 2019 and March
2020 to construct, renovate
and retrofit justice facilities
across the island, providing
comfortable, safe and aesthetically pleasing surroundings for the delivery of
justice services.

Health Ministry Receives Donation of Ventilators

Minister of Justice, Hon.
Delroy Chuck, makes his
contribution to the 2020/21
Sectoral Debate in the
House of Representatives
on June 24.

Wife of the Prime Minister and patron of the Save Our Boys and Girls Foundation, the Most Hon. Juliet Holness (2nd
left), hands over a ventilator to Executive Director, Health for Life and Wellness Foundation in the Ministry of Health
and Wellness, Courtney Cephas (right). Looking on are Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of Economic Growth
and Job Creation, Hon. Leslie Campbell and Antoinette Taddeo. Five ventilators, donated by local businessman and
developer, Leo Taddeo and his wife, Antoinette, were presented during a ceremony at Jamaica House on June 23.

portfolio Minister, hon.
Delroy chuck, in his contribution to the 2020/21
Sectoral Debate on June 24
said that a Victim Services
Division (VSD) office was
completed in Trelawny for
approximately $31 million
and a justice centre in St.
elizabeth for just over $24
million.
in addition, $35.5 million
was allocated to renovate

bathrooms across nine
courthouses islandwide.
Other projects undertaken
over the period included
electrical upgrading at three
justice centres and five
courthouses for approximately $134.5 million.
“We installed information
technology infrastructure,
security cameras and airconditioning units, as well as
tiling and plumbing works,”
Mr. chuck said.
“The Trelawny Family
court was further retrofitted
for close to $47 million to
expand
the
building’s
capacity as well as improve
security and ventilation,” he
told the house.
Mr. chuck noted that
during the year, child diversion offices were established
in St. catherine, clarendon
and hanover, and justice
centres in St. James, St.
Andrew and St. elizabeth,
bringing to eight the number
of justice centres currently in
operation.
Meanwhile, he informed
that the Ministry has secured
and paid $184 million for
land for the establishment of
the Manchester regional
Judicial complex.
in addition, the Ministry
is spending $626.4 million
for major renovation of the
Office of the Director of
public prosecutions (Dpp) at
public building West.

Major Improvements for 13 Public Beaches
ThirTeen public beaches
across seven parishes are
to benefit from major improvements, says Minister of
Tourism, hon. edmund bartlett.
These are rocky point,
St. Thomas; Winnifred, portland; Guts river, Manchester;
Orchard and Watson Taylor,
hanover; Alligator pond and
crane road, St. elizabeth;
rio nuevo and pagee, St.
Mary; Salem and priory, St.
Ann; and closed harbour
and Success in St. James.

“The project,
primarily funded by
the Tourism
Enhancement Fund
(TEF), will see the
conversion of the
16-acre property
into a world-class
recreational space.”
Minister bartlett made
the disclosure during his
contribution to the 2020/21
Sectoral Debate in the

house of representatives on
June 24.
Among the amenities to
be put in place are changing
rooms and restrooms, perimeter fencing, parking, gazebos, bandstands, children
play areas, seating, lighting,
walkways, electricity, water
and sewage treatment
facilities. Minister bartlett
told the house that the $1.3
billion state-of-the-art closed
harbour
beach
park
Development in St. James

will be opened to the public
by the end of the year.
“The project, primarily
funded by the Tourism
enhancement Fund (TeF),
will see the conversion of the
16-acre property into a
world-class recreational space
with amenities that will allow
it to operate as a free access,
licensed public beach,” he
said.

Minister of Tourism, Hon. Edmund Bartlett
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