
tHe GOVernment will 
commence a $220-million 
house-wiring project in 
select constituencies during 
this fiscal year. 
      this was disclosed by 
minister of science, energy 
and technology, Hon. 
Fayval Williams, in her con-
tribution to the 2020/21 
sectoral Debate in the 
House of representatives 
on June 17. 
      she said that the wiring 
project is being managed by 
the Jamaica social 
investment Fund (JsiF) 
under a memorandum of 
understanding (mOU) with 
the ministry. 
      Work will get under way 
in constituencies for which 
members of Parliament 
have submitted projects to 
the ministry. 
      meanwhile, minister 
Williams told the House that 
work will be advanced on 
the development of a 
national solarisation pro-
gramme for Jamaica, with 
assistance from development 
partners.  
      “We intend to bridge the 
last mile to reach every 
Jamaican on the grid or off 
the grid. the Us$2.8-billion 
investment projection in the 
electricity generation sector 
to 2037 aims to achieve 50 
per cent renewable energy 

mix based on the integrated 
resource Plan,” she noted. 
she said that for the five-
year target (to 2025), 
Jamaica will be going to 
market for 320 megawatts 
(mW) of solar and/or wind; 
120 mW of liquefied natural 
gas (LnG) and 74 mW of 
hydro, waste to energy 
and/or biomass.  
      “the ministry will contin-
ue to lead the transformation 
of Jamaica’s energy invest-
ment ecosystem through 
encouraging private invest-
ment and innovative financing 
options. We will strengthen 
the policy, regulatory and 
legislative frameworks by 
updating the national 
energy Policy; complete the 
Petroleum Downstream Act; 
and amend the electricity 
Act of 2015,” the minister 
said. 

PPRIME MINISTER the 
most Hon. Andrew 
Holness, on Wed-  

nesday June 17, broke 
ground for the Catherine 
estates housing development 
in Dunbeholden, st. Catherine, 
which will provide 1,650 
affordable housing solutions 
at a cost of $9.5 billion. 

      

Being undertaken by the 
Housing Agency of Jamaica 
(HAJ) under a joint-venture 
partnership with China 
Harbour engineering Company 
(CHeC), the project will pro-
vide 850 duplex studio units 
with average size of 273 
square feet and 800 detached 
one-bedroom starter homes 
at 367 square feet, with areas 
for expansion. 
      it is an integrated, sus-
tainable community develop-
ment targeted at low-income 
families, first-time homeowners 
and public-sector workers.  
      the national Housing 
trust (nHt) will be providing 
100 per cent financing for the 
houses. 
       mr. Holness said that the 
Government is committed to 
ensuring that every Jamaican 
has the opportunity to own 
their own home. 

      “We are refocusing efforts 
to get the economy back on 
track and securing jobs that 
have been affected by the 
coronavirus (COViD-19) pan-
demic, so that you can be 
part of this great development,” 
he noted.  

      the housing development 
is scheduled to be completed 
within 54 months and will be 
developed in six phases, with 
14 clusters.  
      each cluster will be served 
by essential community amen-
ities such as sidewalks, gro-

cery stores, recreational spaces, 
and have easy access to 
public transportation. 
      Lands will be reserved for 
the building of a primary school, 
secondary school, church, 
police station, health centre, 
and commercial facilities. 

Gov’t to Undertake $220M  
House-Wiring Project
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Williams

tHe GOVernment HAs 
received approximately $262 
million (¥200 million) in grant 
aid from Japan to purchase 
much-needed medical equip-
ment and supplies in 
response to the coronavirus 
(COViD-19) pandemic. 

      Among these items are: 
bedside X-ray machines and 
monitors; X-ray protection 
screens and aprons; ultra-
sound scanners; and defibri-
llators. 
      the grant is being provided 
through the Japanese Gov-

ernment’s economic and social 
Development Programme. 
      minister of Finance and 
the Public service, Dr. the 
Hon. nigel Clarke and 
Japan’s Ambassador to 
Jamaica, His excellency 
Hiromasa Yamazaki, signed 
documents formalising the 

arrangement during a brief 
digital ceremony at the 
ministry’s offices in Kingston 
on tuesday (June 16). 
      Dr. Clarke said the grant 
will enable the Government, 
through the ministry of Health 
and Wellness, to improve its 
capacity to manage the 
COViD-19 caseload. 
      “specifically, the public 
health facilities across 
Jamaica will be able to pro-
cure medical equipment that 
will allow for the treatment of 
cases,” he pointed out. 
      Dr. Clarke said that while 
Japan is experiencing its own 
challenges with COViD-19, 
the government has taken the 
time “to think about the needs 
of a small country, like 
Jamaica”, citing this as “a 
testimony to the strength and 
durability of the J-J (Jamaica-
Japan) partnership”. 
      Ambassador Yamasaki, in 
his remarks, said since the 
onset of the pandemic’, the 
embassy of Japan has been 
working closely with the 
Government “to identify how 
best we could provide assis-
tance for Jamaica’s health 
system, in order to     
combat this infectious     
disease”. 
 

PM Breaks Ground for $9.5B 
Catherine Estates Houses

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (3rd right) breaks ground for the $9.5     
billion Catherine Estates in Dunbeholden, St. Catherine, on June 17. Others (from left) 
are Country Manager for China Harbour Engineering Company (CHEC), Dangran Bi; 
Member of Parliament for East Central St. Catherine, Hon. Alando Terrelonge; Chairman of 
the Housing Agency of Jamaica (HAJ), Norman Brown; Member of Parliament for South 
Central St. Catherine, Dr. Andrew Wheatley; Member of Parliament for South St. 
Catherine, Fitz Jackson; and Mayor of Spanish Town, Councillor Norman Scott.

Jamaica Gets $262M Grant from Japan for Medical Supplies

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Dr. the Hon. Nigel Clarke (left), and Japan’s 
Ambassador to Jamaica, His Excellency Hiromasa Yamazaki (right), display signed 
agreements formalising the Government of Japan’s provision of approximately $262 
million in grant aid, to boost the Administration’s national coronavirus response. 
Sharing the moment is Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Senator the Hon. 
Kamina Johnson Smith. The signing took place at the Finance Ministry in Kingston, on 
June 16.

the eX-im Bank will be dis-
bursing at least $8.1 billion 
in loans to micro, small and 
medium-sized enterprises 
(msmes) this fiscal year. 
      this is an increase over 
the $6 billion in financing to 
the msme sector for 2019/ 
2020. 
      minister of industry 
Commerce, Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Hon. Audley 
shaw, said that the 
increased support “is par-
ticularly within the context 
of the challenges being 
faced by msmes because 
of the COViD-19 pandemic”.  
      He was making his con-
tribution to the 2020/21 
sectoral Debate in the 
House of representatives 
on June 16.  
      minister shaw said that 
the eX-im Bank’s pro-
grammes will seek to incor-
porate new and innovative 
approaches, including the 
increased use of trade credit 
insurance, receivables fin-
ancing, digitisation and        
e-commerce, and trade 
credit guarantees.  
      in addition, the Bank will 
continue to work closely 

with its public- and private-
sector counterparts to sup-
port the provision of busi-
ness advisory services 
geared at allowing msmes 
to pivot to increased exports 
as well as navigate through 
the crisis to recovery. 
      “i also wish to mention 
the national Craft Policy, 
approved by Cabinet as a 
White Paper and tabled in 
Parliament in november 
2019, which is also intended 
to be an effective tool to 
foster growth and develop-
ment in the small business 
sector,” mr. shaw said. 

Prime minister the most 
Hon. Andrew Holness, on 
thursday (June 18), com-
missioned into service a new 
bridge in Bowden Hill, st. 
Andrew, which will benefit 
hundreds of residents in the 
rural community and adjoin-
ing areas. 
      the new structure, built 
at a cost of $31 million, 
replaces a nearly 70-year-
old bridge, which collapsed 
on February 18, 2019. 
      it connects Bowden Hill 
with stony Hill and will also 
serve persons living in Airy 
Castle and surrounding 
communities.  
      the national Works 
Agency (nWA) and the 
Kingston and st. Andrew 
municipal Corporation 
(KsAmC) signed the contract 
for the project on June 6, 
2019, which was undertaken 
by Chin’s Construction.  
      Prime minister Holness, 
in his remarks at the com-

missioning, implored the    
residents to protect the new 
infrastructure. 
      “take care of the bridge; 
make sure it lasts another 70 
years,” he said. 
      mayor of Kingston, 
senator Councillor Delroy 
Williams, for his part, noted 
that putting a new structure 
in place after the collapse of 
the old bridge was a top pri-
ority. 
      member of Parliament 
for West rural, st. Andrew 
where the community is 
located, Juliet Cuthbert-
Flynn, said further develop-
ment is taking place in the 
area, with a road being con-
structed near to the new 
bridge. 
      “i’m very happy that this 
(commissioning) is now 
coming to pass... and we are 
very excited about continuing 
our work here in the stony 
Hill Division,” she said. 

PM Commissions Bowden Hill Bridge

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (2nd  
right) walks across the newly commissioned bridge in 
the community of Bowden Hill, St. Andrew on June 18. 
With the Prime Minister (from left) are: Mayor of 
Kingston, Senator Councillor Delroy Williams; Member 
of Parliament, West Rural St. Andrew,  Juliet Cuthbert-
Flynn; Minister of Local Government and Community 
Development, Hon. Desmond McKenzie; and Councillor, 
Stony Hill Division, Tosha Schwapp.

Minister of Industry Com- 
merce, Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Hon. Audley 
Shaw

Ex-IM Bank to Provide Some  
$8.1B in Loans to MSMEs

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher 
Tufton (right), examines essential items donated by the 
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and the 
United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID), during a handover ceremony on June 16, at the 
Ministry’s New Kingston offices in St. Andrew. Looking 
on (from left) are Country Representative for USAID to 
Jamaica, Jason Fraser, Chief Medical Officer (CMO),    
Dr. Jacquiline Bisasor-McKenzie; and United States 
Ambassador to Jamaica, Donald Tapia.

PAHO, USAID Support Jamaica’s 
COVID-19 Response
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