
ALL APPLiCATiOn and pro-
cessing fees for loans from 
the students’ Loan Bureau 
(sLB) will be waived for the 
2021 academic year. 
      This was announced by 
Minister of Finance and the 
Public service, Dr. the hon. 
nigel Clarke, during his       
contribution to the debate on 
the First supplementary 
estimates of expenditure 
during the sitting of the 
house of representatives on 
June 10.  
       he noted that the waiving 
of the fees is part of the 
Government’s commitment 
to ensuring tertiary education 
“remains affordable and 
accessible to all Jamaicans”. 
      he said that as a result of 
the coronavirus (COViD-19) 
pandemic, fewer students 
have been seeking to borrow 
funds from the sLB, as they 
cannot afford the fees to 
access and process the 
loans. 
      Dr. Clarke noted that the 
temporary measure is in 
addition to the already 
announced waiving of late 
fees and a moratorium on all 
monthly payments to the 

sLB for three months as a 
response to COViD-19. 
      The Finance Minister 
reminded all prospective 
applicants that notwith-
standing the challenges 
posed by the virus, the sLB 
“remains open for business”. 
      “Taking into consider-
ation all the initiatives imple-
mented by this Administration, 
including reduced interest 
rates… it has never been 
more affordable to access 
loans through the sLB. We 
want our students to be able 
to access and to continue 
their education,” Minister 
Clarke said. 

JAMAICA WELCOMES 
its first set of visitors 
today (June 15) as the 

Government begins the 
phased reopening of the 
tourism sector. 
      The borders were closed 
to incoming travellers on 
March 24, as part of meas-
ures to contain transmission 
of the coronavirus (COViD-19). 
      Minister of Tourism, hon. 
edmund Bartlett, said that 
5,000 to 6,000 tourists are 
expected in the island up to 
June 30. 
      “On the 15th we will have 
seven flights that will come 
in. Between June 15 and 30 
we expect 70 flights to come 
into Jamaica overall. That will 
bring us in the region of 
between 5,000 to 6,000        
visitors arriving overall. That 

is important to us because it 
is a start,” he said.  
      The Minister, who was 
speaking at a digital press 
conference on June 11, said 
that measures have been put 

in place to make the sector 
COViD-19- resilient. 
      Mr. Bartlett said that 
COViD-19 health and safety 
Protocols were developed in 
preparation for the reopening, 

which have been endorsed 
by the World Travel and 
Tourism Council (WTTC). 
      “We need to ensure that 
the capacity is there to man-
age that kind of flow (of visitors). 
health, security and Tourism 
(Ministries) are going to be 
central players in ensuring 
that management overall,” he 
added. 

SLB Waives Application  
Processing Fee

ADVT.

PriMe MinisTer the Most 
hon. Andrew holness, led 
members of the house of 
representatives in paying 
tribute to Government Min-
isters and other public officials 
who died recently, during a 
special sitting on June 10. 
      heartfelt tributes were 
paid to the late Minister of 
Labour and social security, 
hon. shahine robinson; Dr. 
neville Gallimore, who served 
as Minister of social security 
from 1984 to 1986 and 
education Minister from 1986 
to 1989; former Permanent 
secretary in the Ministry of 
Culture, Gender, entertainment 
and sport, Alison McLean;    
former Mayor of May Pen, Milton 
Brown; and former Deputy 
Mayor of Lucea, Audley Gilpin. 
      “These Jamaicans have 
served our country well, 
through the Parliament, 
through local government and 
through the civil service. 
      The Parliament acknowl-
edges their service, the 
Parliament commemorates 
your life and work, and we 
pass our… respects to their 
families,” the Prime Minister 
said. 

      With a large picture of 
Mrs. robinson visible behind 
him, nestled between two 
fresh potted flowers, and rest-
ing where she would normally 
sit in the house, the Prime 
Minister shared fond, light-
hearted memories of the late 
Minister, whom he referred to 
as “more than a political col-
league, she was more like my 
sister and friend”. 

      he noted that when Mrs. 
robinson came to public 
prominence in 2001, with her 
“fresh and endearing person-
ality,” she did not fit the bill of 
a conventional politician.  
      “her unassuming and 
humble demeanour and her 
endearing smile belied the 
tallawah of nanny and the 
deep love and genuine      
motherly care of Mother 

Teresa,” the Prime Minister 
said. 
      Turning to her perfor-
mance as a Minister, Mr. 
holness said she worked very 
closely with the trade union 
movement, pointing out that 
her approach, “her conciliatory 
style, her soft words, her under- 
standing posture would have 
contributed to maintaining the 
industrial harmony and peace 
which Jamaica has enjoyed 
for more than a decade”.  
      Meanwhile, in his tribute, 
Leader of the Opposition, Dr. 
Peter Phillips, praised Mrs. 
robinson and Dr. Gallimore    
as stalwarts of the Jamaican 
Parliament who were drawn 
from different decades. 

Glowing Tributes to Late Ministers and Public Officials

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness, pays tribute to late Government 
Ministers and other public officials who died recently, during a special sitting of the 
House of Representatives on June 10. In the background is a picture of the late 
Minister of Labour and Social Security, Hon. Shahine Robinson, which rests in the seat 
that was designated for her in the House. 

Minister of Finance and the 
Public Service, Dr. the Hon. 
Nigel Clarke

The KinGsTOn and st. 
Andrew Municipal Corpo-
ration (KsAMC) will be 
embarking on a comprehensive 
drain-cleaning programme in 
several communities across 
the Corporate Area, targeting 
more than 100 drains. 

      This annual cleaning pro-
gramme seeks to reduce 
flooding and forms part of     
the Municipality’s hurricane-    
preparedness activities. 
      The exercise will be under- 
taken in phases, with 51 critical 
coastal drains in communities 
in approximately 13 Divisions 

benefiting from the project in 
the first instance. 
      Mayor of Kingston, senator, 
Councillor Delroy Williams, 
provided details at a sitting of 
the KsAMC on June 9, at the 
Jamaica Conference Centre 
in downtown Kingston. 
      he said, thereafter, approxi- 
mately 23 non-coastal drains 
will be cleaned in communities 
in 10 Divisions. 
      “in all, about [74] critical 
drains will be cleaned, both 
coastal and non-coastal over 
the next few weeks, and that 
is part of our preparation for 
the hurricane season,” he said. 
      senator Williams said fol-
lowing the completion of the 
cleaning exercise for coastal 
and non-coastal drains, a 
number of regular drains will 
be cleaned. 
      “so basically, at the end 
of it, we would have had a 
comprehensive cleaning of 
drains amounting to easily 
over 100 drains being cleaned 
across the Municipality in 
preparation for the hurricane 
season,” he added. 
      The Atlantic hurricane 
season runs from June 1 
through november 30. 

KSAMC to Clean More Than 
100 Drains in Corporate Area

Mayor of Kingston, Senator, 
Councillor Delroy Williams

More Health Workers to be Deployed as  
Country Prepares for Int’l Travellers

The MinisTry of health will 
be increasing the deployment 
of health personnel across 
the island, in preparation for 
the reopening of the country’s 
borders to international trav-
ellers on June 15. 
      “We are now employing 
another 1,000 community 
health aides across the 
country, and that will bolster 
the number of persons we 
have,” said portfolio Minister, 
Dr. the hon. Christopher 
Tufton. 
      The health Minister was 
speaking to JIS News at the 
norman Manley international 
Airport in Kingston on June 
9, where he observed the 
processing of 96 repatriated 
Jamaicans, who had arrived 
on a flight from Fort 
Lauderdale in the United 
states under the protocol for 
controlled re-entry. 
      in an effort to prevent an 
increase in imported cases 
of coronavirus COViD-19, the 
Government closed Jamaica’s 
borders to incoming passen-

gers on March 24. The country 
began accepting repatriated 
Jamaicans on May 6 and on 
June 15 commence accepting 
tourists. 
      Already, the Ministry    
has redeployed numerous 
health- care professionals to 
engage in screening at the 
ports of entry as more 

Jamaicans arrive in the 
island under the controlled 
re-entry protocol. 
      Dr. Tufton said the 
Government anticipates that 
containing COViD-19 will 
require expanding capacity 
to deal with the disease and 
other areas of the public 
health system. 

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher 
Tufton (2nd right), engages with a little girl while she and 
her mother were being processed at the Norman Manley 
International Airport on June 9.

Director, Nursing Services, Princess Margaret Hospital, Nadine Anderson Lawrence 
(seated) tries out the newly installed surveillance system for the isolation unit at the St. 
Thomas-based hospital on June 10. Also looking on (left to right) are Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) Princess Margaret Hospital, Melecia Linton; Network Engineer, 
Computer King Ltd, Dwayne Hutchinson (partially hidden); and Senior Medical 
Officer, Princess Margaret Hospital, Samantha Walker.   

Princess Margaret Hospital Gets Surveillance 
System for the Isolation Unit

Jamaica Welcomes First  
Visitors Since Covid-19

Tourism Minister, Hon. Edmund Bartlett

Between 
June 15 and 
30 we expect 
70 flights to 
come into 
Jamaica 
overall. 
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