
minister OF Finance and 
the Public service, Dr. the 
Hon. nigel Clarke, has 
announced that persons 
with disabilities who are 
having challenges accessing 
the benefits of the COViD 
Allocation of resources for 
employees (CAre) pro-
gramme, will be given spe-
cial consideration. 

      Addressing the House 
of representatives on April 
28, the minister said $40 
million will be transferred to 
the ministry of Labour and 
social security to provide 
support to the community of 
persons living with disabilities. 

      “While some persons 
living with disabilities have 
signed up for and will bene-
fit from compassionate 
grants, others within this 
group experience unique 
challenges that make it diffi-
cult for them to sign up 
online, to have an iD, to go 
to a bank to collect, so we 
have to accommodate them 
and ensure that they are 
included and have a parallel 
mechanism, while ensuring 
that we don’t have persons 
who are double-dipping,” 
he said. 
      the Government has 
instituted a multibillion-  
dollar COViD Allocation of 
resources for employees 
(CAre) programme to assist 
workers and businesses 
during the emergency period 
caused by the coronavirus 
(COViD-19). 
      Dr. Clarke pointed out 
that further details on how 
persons with disabilities will 
access the benefits will be 
outlined by the ministry of 
Labour and social security, 
noting that persons will be 
required to provide a tax 
registration number (trn). 

THE PIlOT phase of 
the Government’s 
Lengthman Programme 

will commence on the 
Dunrobin Avenue to 
twickenham Park corridor, 
which spans st. Andrew and 
st. Catherine. 
      the Lengthman programme, 
which was announced by 
Prime minister the most Hon. 
Andrew Holness during his 
2020/21 Budget Debate 
presentation earlier this year, 
will commence with high-   
trafficked corridors and inter-
parish roadways. 
      Providing an update in 
the House of representatives 
on April 28, mr. Holness said 
the programme will be imple-
mented at the community 
level by local residents. 
      “We have decided that 
we will start the programme 
with a pilot, so we can work 
out any issues that may arise 
in the future. the selected 
corridor would be the Dunrobin 

Avenue to twickenham Park 
corridor and this would 
encompass Washington Boule- 

vard, Dunrobin Avenue, and the 
entire length of the mandela 
Highway project,” he noted. 

      the Prime minister 
informed that the pilot will 
span approximately seven 
constituencies – st. Andrew 
north West, st. Andrew north 
east, st Andrew eastern, st. 
Andrew West Central and 
“one or two constituencies in 
st. Catherine”. 
      “We will be in touch with 
the members of Parliament for 
the selection of the workers. 
this is not just a bushing    
programme. this is a pro-
gramme about the preventa-
tive maintenance and data 
gathering of infrastructure of 
the country, particularly those 
infrastructures under the 
direct supervision of the 
national Works Agency 
(nWA),” he pointed out. 
      A sum of $500 million has 
been allocated in the budget 
to undertake the programme, 
which will be built on a per-
formance-based system and 
enabled by technology. 
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Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness 

MINISTER OF Finance and 
the Public service, Dr. the 
Hon. nigel Clarke, says the 
first supplementary estimates 
for 2020/21 should be tabled 
in the House of repre-         
sentatives within two weeks. 
      “that supplementary 
budget will recast [projected] 
revenues in light of the 
COViD-19 pandemic… it will 
involve a reallocation of 
expenditure to be consistent 
with the realities that we 
face at this time… and will 
ensure that the expenditure 
we intend to enact for the 
COViD Allocation of 
resources for employees 
(CAre) Programme, goes to 
the Houses of Parliament,” 
Dr. Clarke said. 
      He was speaking at a 
digital press briefing at the 
Office of the Prime minister 
(OPm) media Centre, on 
April 27. 
      the Government’s initial 
budget of $852.7 billion was 
adjusted to $853.5 billion to 
reflect an additional $792 

million to fund the operations 
of the Petroleum Corporation 
of Jamaica (PCJ), which is 
being integrated into the 
ministry of science, energy 
and technology. 
      Dr. Clarke noted that 
while it was announced that 
space was being created in 
the budget to facilitate the 
Government’s $10-billion 
CAre programme, that 
expenditure would not yet 
have been through the par-
liamentary process. 
      As such, he said once 
approved, “the supplemen-
tary [budget] will take care of 
that [CAre programme].” 
      Additionally, the minister 
said although there was indi-
cation of plans to table the 
supplementary estimates, in 
light of the prevailing situation, 
“as time went on, it became 
clearer that it would be highly 
useful to have at least one 
month of revenue data 
under the COViD circum-
stances, before we try to 
recast 12 months of data”. 

Minister of Finance and 
the Public Service, Dr. the 
Hon. Nigel Clarke 

First Supplementary  
Estimates to be Tabled  
Within Two Weeks

Ministry of National Security Signs JamaicaEye MoU with JGRA

$40 Million to Assist Persons 
With Disabilities

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (left), uses a COVID-19 greeting as he acknowledges 
receipt of a symbolic cheque for $1 million from President of the Chinese Benevolent Association (CBA), Robert 
Hew (centre), and Administration Manager, CBA, William Chong, at the New Kingston offices of the Ministry on April 28. 
The donation will go towards the nutritional support of front-line healthcare workers. 

tHe ministry of national 
security has entered into a 
public-private partnership 
with the Jamaica Gasolene 
retailers’ Association (JGrA), 
regarding the Jamaicaeye 
project. 

      A memorandum of under-
standing (mOU), signed on 
April 29 at the ministry of 

national security, will allow 
feed from public-facing cam-
eras at gas stations to assist 
crime-fighting efforts and 
maintain public order.  

      the partnership will see 
approximately 121 gas sta-
tions connecting to the 
national surveillance system. 
      speaking at the signing 
of the agreement, minister of 
national security, Hon. Dr. 
Horace Chang, said this part-
nership is crucial to reducing 
criminal activity across the 
island.   
      “the Government is com-
mitted to the Jamaicaeye 
project and has invested sig-
nificantly in the technological 
advancement of our security 
forces. the goal is to enable 
faster and more specialised 
responses by enhancing our 
surveillance capacity. i would 
like to encourage other private- 

sector members to partner 
with us in our crime-fighting 
efforts by connecting to the 
Jamaicaeye system,” said 
minister Chang. 
      President of the JGrA, 
Gregory Chung, said gas sta-
tions are often situated at 
strategic locations, hence 
they will provide key informa-
tion for the monitoring and 
detection of crime.  
      the public-private part-
nership will include an overall 
assessment of cameras at 
these locations to deduce 
technical requirements and 
available coverage areas to 
connect to the Jamaicaeye 
system. 
 

Minister of National Security, Hon. Dr. Horace Chang (centre), President of the Jamaica 
Gasoline Retailers Association (JGRA), Gregory Chung (left), and Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry of National Security, Dianne McIntosh, display Memorandum of Understanding 
signed between the Ministry and the JGRA  on  April 29 at the Ministry of National 
Security.

Revised NIDS Bill to be 
Considered by Cabinet  
Soon 

Prime minister the most 
Hon. Andrew Holness says 
the Cabinet will soon con-
sider the revised national 
identification system (niDs) 
Bill, following which it will 
be brought to the House of 
representatives. 
      Providing an update in 
the House of represen-
tatives on April 28, mr. 
Holness said the niDs     
policy document was      
now before the Chief 
Parliamentary Counsel (CPC). 
      “the niDs policy has 
been approved, the consul-
tations were done and the 
policy is now with the CPC 
and a draft Bill is being pre-
pared that will come to 
Cabinet, approved at the 
Legislation Committee and 
then finally will come to 
Parliament,” he noted.  
      “We are putting this on 
a fast track because we see 
how very important it is to 
have identification as a 
means of being able to give 
support, protection and to 
help with order in the society,” 
mr. Holness added. 
      the niDs is intended to 
provide a comprehensive 

and secure structure to 
capture and store informa-
tion on the identity of all 
Jamaicans. 
      Under the system, each 
citizen will be provided with 
a randomised nine-digit 
national identification 
number (nin), which they 
will have for life. 
      in the meantime, he 
urged Jamaicans, where 
possible, to utilise online 
services to minimise 
crowding in establish-
ments. 

Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness 

“I would like to 
encourage other  
private-sector 
members to 

partner with us 
in our  

crime-fighting 
efforts by  

connecting to 
the JamaicaEye 

system.”

Health Ministry Gets $1 Million from CBA
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