
Minister of finance and 
the Public service, Dr. the 
Hon. nigel Clarke, says the 
verification of small 
Business Grant applications 
is underway and payments 
will be processed following 
the review of the Auditor 
General. 
      “We expect payments 
of small Business Grants to 
be made in May,” Dr. Clarke 
said during a statement to 
the House of represen-
tatives on May 12. 
      the small Business Grant 
is a component of the Gov-
ernment’s CoViD Allocation of 
resources for employees 
(CAre) Programme. 
      the finance and the 
Public service Minister 
explained that the grants 
are for businesses that file 
income tax and payroll 
returns indicating that they 
have at least one employee. 
      “individual owners, who 
have no other employee 
other than themselves, can 
make a payroll return for 
themselves. the size of the 
small Business Grant, at 
$100,000.00, is a large sum, 
and was calibrated to be for 
businesses that employ 

other Jamaicans,” Dr. Clarke 
said. 
      Meanwhile, eligibility veri- 
fication activity for General 
Grant applicants is now in 
progress through the collection 
of registrants’ data from the 
municipal corporations; early 
Childhood Commission; 
Ministry of Culture, Gender, 
entertainment and sport; 
transport Authority and 
other Government bodies. 
      Dr. Clarke said that in 
some cases, the Auditor 
General’s Department is 
conducting a review/audit 
of data before payments are 
actioned. 

PRIME MINISTER the 
Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness says Jamaica 

is preparing for a phased 
reopening of the tourism sec-
tor, with the necessary health 
and safety protocols being 
put in place to guard against 
the spread of the coronavirus 
(CoViD-19). 

      

“so we have to plan in 
advance and anticipate when 
our largest tourism market 
would be ready for us, and 
what we wouldn’t want is for 
the United states to be ready, 
Canada, europe to be ready 
and we are not, so we are 

preparing,” Mr. Holness said 
in an interview with Cnn’s 
Business editor at Large, 
richard Quest, on May 14. 

      

He noted that tourism is a 
critical sector of the economy, 
accounting for more than 50 
per cent of the country’s for-
eign exchange earnings. 

      

“so what we’re doing 
now is to ensure that we have 
the protocols… we’re already 
figuring out ways how we can 
have controlled corridors of 
entry, and how to move our 
tourists safely from airports to 
hotels, so that they can enjoy 
our lovely beaches and our 

lovely people. that’s key 
towards providing the kind of 
service that people would 
need in the post-CoViD envi-
ronment,” the Prime Minister 
said. 

      

Mr. Holness said that as 
the country works towards a 
post CoViD-19 era, it is pro-
ceeding with caution to reopen 
sectors of the economy. 

      

He noted that getting the 
economy to return as close 
as possible to full capacity is 
realistic, noting that safe-
guarding the health and safety 
of Jamaicans is a critical part 
of the process. 

Jamaica Preparing for Phased  
Reopening of Tourism Sector

Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness 

PM Urges Developers to Get Projects Going

Small Business Grants to  
be Paid Soon

ADVT.

Dr. the Hon. Nigel Clarke

PriMe Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness is 
encouraging players in the 
construction industry to pro-
ceed with “speed and 
alacrity” in executing projects 
that were put on hold due to 
the onset of the coronavirus 
(CoViD-19). 
      He was speaking following 
the ground breaking and tour 
of the redevelopment and 
expansion project being 
undertaken by factories 
Corporation of Jamaica (fCJ) 
at the Garmex freezone 
Complex on Marcus Garvey 
Drive in Kingston on May 13. 
      Mr. Holness said that 
despite Government giving the 
go-ahead for the resumption 
of construction activities as 
part of efforts to facilitate a 
gradual reopening of the 
economy, there may be lin-
gering concerns by some 
developers. 
      “some members of the 
private sector may have proj-
ects on their books and by 
virtue of being uncertain 
about what the future may 
hold… what future demand 

may look like, they may 
decide to postpone their 
investment decisions, taking 
a wait-and-see attitude,” he 
noted. 
      “the right approach to 
take is to see what you can 
do now. Make the investment 
plans that you have materi-
alised now. Bring forward 

 some of the investment plans 
that you have,” the Prime 
Minister urged. 
      Mr. Holness expressed 
pleasure that the fCJ has 
heeded the Government’s 
advice to proceed with devel-
opments and is “moving 
ahead with this massive     
construction project”, which 

he described as “a good 
sign”. 
      the Garmex redevelop-
ment and expansion project 
aims to provide an additional 
370,000 square feet of space 
for manufacturing, warehousing 
and distribution, among other 
engagements. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness, operates a backhoe equipped with drilling  
mechanism to break ground for the Factories Corporation of Jamaica’s (FCJ) redevel-
opment and expansion project at the Garmex Free Zone Complex on Marcus Garvey 
Drive in Kingston on May 13. Assisting him is backhoe operator, George Williams (2nd  
left). Among those looking on are FCJ Chairman, Lyttleton Shirley (left), and Local 
Government and Community Development Minister, Hon. Desmond McKenzie (4th left). 

tHe GoVernMent has 
facilitated the controlled        
re-entry of another 207 Jam-
aicans who were stranded 
overseas due to the outbreak 
of the coronavirus (CoViD-
19) pandemic and closure of 
the country’s ports. 
      they landed at the 
norman Manley international 
Airport (nMiA) on May 13, 
under the protocols estab-
lished for the re-entry of 
Jamaicans into the country. 
      there were three flights, 
which consisted of 94 per-
sons from new York, 93 from 
florida, and 20 from toronto. 
All the persons will be quar-
antined for 14 days. 
      Minister of foreign Affairs 
and foreign trade, senator 
the Hon. Kamina Johnson 
smith, who was at the airport 
coordinating the work of the 

various agencies involved in 
the process, and to welcome 
the passengers, told JIS 

News that the persons had 
faced several challenges 
while being stranded, and as 

citizens, the Constitution 
guarantees them re-entry into 
their country. 
      “Constitutionally, citizens 
have a right to come home, 
and Jamaica has been man-
aging that Constitutional 
right, with a public health 
obligation as well, to ensure 
the safety of the Jamaican 
population. that is why our 
borders were closed,” the 
Minister said. 
      While underscoring that 
the Government had to 
ensure the return of persons 
desirous of being home, and 
that it is “good to have our 
people home”, Minister 
Johnson smith emphasised 
that the process cannot be 
done in a way that endangers 
the health of the public. 

Finance Minister Tables First 
Supplementary Estimates
Minister of finance and 
the Public service, Dr. the      
Hon. nigel Clarke, tabled 
the first supplementary 
estimates of expenditure 
for 2020/2021, in the House 
of representatives, on May 
13. 
      the figures show that 
the Budget for the 2020/21 
fiscal year has been revised 
to $838.15 billion, down 
from $853.46 billion. 
      the recurrent (House-
keeping) budget has been 
increased from $779 billion 
to $792 billion, while the 
Capital (Development) 
expenditure has been 
reduced from $74 billion to 
$46 billion. 
      in his address, the 
Minister pointed out that 
the reduction would result 
from the impact of the 
coronavirus (CoViD-19) 
pandemic, which is expected 
to result in a contraction of 
the economy. 
      “We will have a repriori-
tising of expenditure, and 
$50 billion worth of expen-

diture will either be 
replaced by new expendi-
ture or, in some cases, 
would be cut,” he 
explained. 
      the finance Minister 
said that as a result of the 
pandemic’s direct impact, 
the Government is faced 
with new expenditure and 
fewer revenues.  
      “in the context of the 
CoViD pandemic, the 
supplementary estimates 
for the 12 months, over 
which we expect different 
situations to evolve, we 
expect revenue and grant 
flows to be $81 billion or 
12.3 per cent lower than the 
approved estimates. the 
reduction is mainly from tax 
revenues, which we expect 
to decline by 13.4 per cent,” 
the Minister indicated.  
      in order to facilitate the 
financing of the revised 
Budget, the primary surplus 
balance will be lowered to 
3.5 per cent of GDP for 
financial year 2020/2021, 
down from 5.4 per cent. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Senator 
the Hon. Kamina Johnson Smith (3rd left), and Director of 
Airport Operations at the Norman Manley International 
Airport (NMIA), Devon Manahan (second left), observe as 
some of the 207 returning Jamaicans who landed at the 
airport on May 13, under the protocols established for 
the re-entry of Jamaicans into the country, walk to waiting 
Jamaica Urban Transit (JUTC) buses.

Another 207 Jamaicans Return Home

Minister of State in the Ministry 
of Labour and Social Security, Hon. 
Zavia Mayne (left), opens a box 
containing a computer monitor, at 
the handover ceremony for infor-
mation and communications tech- 
nology (ICT) equipment, valued 
at $1.5 million and donated by 
the Universal Service Fund (USF), 
to the Jamaica Council for 
Persons with Disabilities (JCPD), 
at the National Insurance Scheme 
offices, on Ripon Road, in 
Kingston, on May 12. Sharing the 
moment (from 2nd left) are: Chief 
Executive Officer of the USF, 
Daniel Dawes, and Executive 
Director of the JCPD, Dr. 
Christine Hendricks. 
 

USF Donates ICT Equipment to JCPD

PM Holness Holds Talks With UN 
Secretary-General and PM of Canada

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness on May 13 
held a teleconference with United Nations Secretary-
General, Antonio Guterres and Prime Minister of Canada, 
Hon. Justin Trudeau, on the challenges and impact of 
COVID-19 on Small Island Developing states. The Prime 
Ministers of Jamaica and Canada are co-chairs of the UN 
Group of Friends of Sustainable Development Goals 
Financing team to assist developing countries respond 
and recover from the pandemic. 
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