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PM Announces New Restrictions  
to Combat COVID-19
PRIME MInIsTER the 

Most Hon. andrew 
Holness has an-

nounced new measures to 
contain the spread of the 
coronavirus (COvId-19). 
   during the period april 8-21, 
persons with flu-like symp-
toms (fever, coughing and 
sneezing persistently) or have 
respiratory illnesses, must 
wear a mask in public. 
   senior citizens over the age 
of 65; persons who are caring 
for someone at home with a 
flu-like or respiratory illness; 
as well as individuals with 
comorbid conditions such as 
diabetes or hypertension, 
must also wear a mask when 
they are in public spaces. 
   speaking at a digital press 
briefing from Jamaica House 
on april 8, Prime Minister 
Holness said that while mem-
bers of the public are encour-
aged to wear a mask, the 
selected categories of per-
sons mentioned must wear a 
device that is fitted to cover 
the nose and the mouth. 
   “We recommend those as 
the best types because they 
are functional, they have the 
material that filters the virus 

that we're trying to avoid. If 
you can get those, that's 
great, but what we really want 
is the covering of the nose 
and the mouth,” he said. 
    The Prime Minister also 
recommended that persons, 
who are visiting places where 
people are gathered, such as the 
markets, or taking public trans-
portation, should wear a mask. 
   In addition, citizens over the 
age of 70, persons with 

comorbidities, as well as 
those who have flu-like and 
respiratory symptoms, have 
also been ordered to stay 
home during the period april 8 
– 21, but they may leave their 
premises once per day for 
food, medicine and other ne-
cessities of life. 
   Other measures include: 
•  Closure of all beaches and 
   rivers  from  Good Friday 
   through Easter Monday 

•  Places of amusement to 
   remain closed 
•  Markets closed on Good 
   Friday, Easter sunday and 
   Easter Monday   
•  schools will remain closed 
   until april 22.  
•  nightly curfews will be from 
   9:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. 
   commencing on Tuesday, 
   april 14 and ending on 
   april 21. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness speaking during a digital press 
conference held at the new Media Centre, at Office of the Prime Minister on April 8.

THE GOvERnMEnT has 
secured a buyer for half of 
the excess amount of Irish 
potato produced by small 
farmers. 
  Minister of state in the 
Ministry of Industry, Com-
merce, agriculture and Fish-
eries, Hon. Floyd Green, said 
the purchase of 400,000 
pounds of Irish potatoes by 
the Clarendon-based den-
con Foods limited is signifi-
cant, as the farmers are 
unable to sell more than 
800,000 pounds of the pro-
duce due to the downturn in 
hotel operations caused by 
the outbreak of the coron-
avirus (COvId-19) across the 
globe. 
  He was speaking at the 
company’s spring Plain fa-
cility in Clarendon, where the 
first segment of the produce 
was delivered, on april 7.  

  “dencon is helping us to 
move at least 50 per cent of 
the excess, and it will be a 
big boost for the farmers. 
This is a private-sector in-
vestment to purchase the 
potatoes and to store them. 
It is a step in the right direc-
tion, and we hope that more 
of our private-sector part-
ners will follow suit,” Mr. 
Green said. 
  The state Minister noted 
that the Government has im-
plemented a strategic pro-
gramme of supporting 
farmers to get into mass pro-
duction of Irish potato as a 
means of cutting imports 
and meeting the demand in 
the local market. 
  He said with the excess on 
the market, the Government 
had to lead the process of 
ensuring that the farmers 
could sell and go back to 
producing. 

THE GOvERnMEnT, on 
april 8, received 29 ventila-
tors valued at approximately 
€1 million from the European 
un ion (Eu), to support 
patients who need inten-
sive care in hospitals and to 
treat patients infected with 
the coronavirus (COvId-19). 
  They will be distributed to 
hospitals across the island. 
Of the total, six are small 
mobile ventilators. 

  The units were handed over 
to Minister of Health and 
Wellness, dr. the Hon. 
Christopher Tufton, by Eu 
ambassador to Jamaica, Her 
Excellency Malgorzata 
Wasilewska, during a cere-
mony on the grounds of Med-
ical link limited, located at 
14a Cargill avenue in st. 
andrew.  
  Expressing thanks for the 
life-saving machines on be-

half of the Government and 
people of Jamaica, dr. Tufton 
said they will add to the 25 
already in use in the public 
health system. 
  “The ultimate goal is to 
have between 90 and 100 to 
support persons who may 
become sufficiently ill to re-
quire that high level of sup-
port. It would put us right in 
the zone where we would be 
comfortable and able to give 

that option to patients who 
need it. so we are on track,” 
he added. 
  For her part, ambassador 
Wasilewska said she was ho-
noured to assist in bringing 
the ventilators to the people 
of Jamaica in the time of such 
need.  
  The units were purchased 
under the Eu-funded Pro-
gramme for the Reduction of 
Maternal and Child Mortality 
(PROMaC).  
 

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (second left) and 
European Union (EU) Ambassador to Jamaica, Her Excellency Malgorzata Wasilewska, 
examine a mobile ventilator during a handover ceremony for 29 ventilators on the 
grounds of Medical Link Limited, located at 14A Cargill Avenue, in St. Andrew, on April 
8.  Observing (from left) are  Ambassador of Spain to Jamaica, His Excellency Josep 
Maria Bosch, and Director General, Planning Institute of Jamaica, Dr. Wayne Henry.  
 

Commissioner of Customs Assures that 
Jamaica is Open for Business

CHIEF ExECuTIvE Officer 
(CEO) and Commissioner of 
Customs, Jamaica Customs 
agency (JCa), velma Ricketts 
Walker, is assuring customers 
in the local and international 
trading community that Jamaica 
is still open for business, 
despite the advent of the 
coronavirus (COvId-19). 
   “Business continues and 
we are putting every single 
apparatus and measure in 
place to ensure that this is 
happening,” she said, while 
addressing an online forum 
on april 8. 
 Mrs. Ricketts Walker 
stressed that productivity and 
economic activities, including 
manufacturing, distribution, 
importation and exportation, 
continue. 

   she noted that as measures 
are put in place for business 
continuity, the JCa, along 
with stakeholders in the pub-
lic and private sectors, will 
continue to do everything to 
ensure that health and safety 
protocols are put in place to 
keep customers safe. 
   “Collectively, we stand res-
olute in supporting the Gov-
ernment of Jamaica in the 

fight against the pandemic,” 
she asserted. 
   among the measures imple-
mented to ensure business 
continuity, while adhering to 
the Government’s policy re-
garding social distancing and 
other safeguards, is the use of 
telecommuting and telework-
ing policies to ensure that 
staff are adequately available 
to the various areas, remotely.   
   also “working well”, espe-
cially during this time Mrs. 
Ricketts Walker pointed out, 
has been the agency’s 
asYCuda World system, an 
automated platform that pro-
vides for Customs declarations 
and all supporting documenta-
tion to be submitted 
electronically. 

IndIvIduals and busi-
nesses impacted by the 
Coronavirus disease 2019 
(COvId-19) can now apply 
for benefits under the Gov-
ernment’s COvId-19 alloca-
tion of Resources for 
Employees (CaRE) Pro-
gramme. 
  The temporary cash trans-
fer arrangement, being facili-
tated through the Ministry of 
Finance and the Public serv-
ice, provides grants and relief 
packages to cushion the po-
tential economic fallout that 
could result from the scaling 
down of economic activities, 
as a result of the pandemic. 
  Funds will also be allocated 
through different agencies to 
boost existing programmes, 
such as the Programme of 
advancement through Health 
and Education (PaTH). 
  Full details of all provisions 
under the programme, 
which commenced on april 9, 
and the application 
process, can be accessed at  

www.wecare.gov.jm. appli-
cations close on June 30. 
  The Government has as-
sured that the website is 
easy to navigate, and will en-
able all applicants to access 
the information needed, prior 
to applying. 
  Minister of Finance and the 
Public service, dr. the Hon. 
nigel Clarke, says the CaRE 
Programme is the Govern-
ment’s way of showing that 

“we care about every Ja-
maican, as we all play a role 
in the development and 
growth of this country”. 
  “To the thousands of cate-
gories of workers who are 
the backbone of our econ-
omy; to our small business 
owners who employ several 
other citizens; and to the 
poor and vulnerable in our 
society, we CaRE,” he said. 

Government Secures Local 
Buyer for Excess Irish  
Potato

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Dr. the Hon. 
Nigel Clarke

Jamaica Gets 29 Ventilators from EU

CARE Programme Underway

 
 

Promotions Manager, Cal’s Manufacturing Limited, Carol Ivey (left), along with 
Chief Technical Director, Social Security Division, Ministry of Labour and Social 
Security, Audrey Deer Williams, inspect a box of tomato ketchup at the handover 
of food items to assist families that have been quarantined due to the COVID 19. 
This was during a ceremony held on April 8 at the Ministry’s warehouse in 
Kingston. 

Minister of State in the Ministry of Industry, Com-
merce, Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. Floyd Green 
(right), and Vice President of Dencon Foods Limited, 
Nicholas Duke, assist in removing Irish potatoes at the 
company's Spring Plain facility in Clarendon, on April 7.

Productivity and 
economic activities, 

including  
manufacturing,  

distribution,  
importation and  

exportation,  
continue.

Ministry of Labour and Social Security  
Receives Food Items


