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Government Will Not Relent In 
Crime-Fighting – PM 
Prime Minister the Most 

hon. Andrew holness 
is warning criminals 

who are seeking to use the 
coronavirus (COViD-19) crisis 
to continue their criminal 
activities that the Government 
will not relent in its crime-
fighting efforts. 
   he said that maintaining law 
and order is paramount even 
as the public health measures 
are enforced to combat 
COViD-19. 
   “There are organised criminal 
gangs who are seeking to cre-
ate hysteria, who are seeking 
to target distribution and retail 
chains, who are trying to put 
people in lines to create chaos 
and to start fights,” he noted. 
   “We have picked up this in-
telligence. Let it be known that 
even though we are con-
sumed with fighting this health 
epidemic, we have not re-
lented nor are diverted in our 
efforts to fight the crime and 
murder and violence epidemic 
in this country,” he added. 
   The Prime Minister was 
opening the debate on four 
resolutions to extend several 
states of Public emergency 
(sOes) by 90 days, during the 

sitting of the house of repre-
sentatives on April 21. 
   he told the house that sta-
tistics for the period January 1 
to April 15 show a decrease in 
all serious crimes over the 
corresponding period in 2019. 
   he said that murders went 
down by 0.5 per cent, from 
395 to 393; there was a 9.3 
per cent reduction in shoot-
ings, from 389 to 353; while 
robberies declined by 15 per 
cent from 370 to 311. 
   in addition, break-ins are 
down by 20 per cent from 365 
to 292; rapes are down by 36 
per cent from 185 to 118; and 
larceny has been reduced by 
54 per cent from 50 to 23 
cases to date. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness speaks in 
the House of Representatives on April 21.

The GOVernMenT has 
commenced verification 
activities to enable citizens, 
who have applied for assis-
tance under two compo-
nents of the $10 billion 
COV iD Al locat ion of 
resources for employees 
(CAre) Programme, to start 
receiving grants by April 30. 
  These are the Compas-
sionate Grant and the sup-
porting employees with 
Transfer of Cash (seT Cash) 
Grant, which together, account 
for more than 90 per cent of 
total applications so far. 
  Minister of Finance and 
the Public service, Dr. the 
hon. nigel Clarke, said the 
verification exercise includes 
establishing eligibility and 
confirmation of applicants' 
bank details. 
  in a statement on April 23, 
Dr. Clarke said that individu-
als will be notified of the sta-
tus of their applications via 
text message or email to the 
telephone number or email 
address provided. 

  “if there is an error found in 
your bank information or if 
you submitted bank infor-
mation for an account with a 
name that differs from the 
name of the applicant, you 
will be notified by a com-
puter-generated text or 
email,” he advised. 
  he said that payments can 
only be made to persons, 
who qualify. 
  As it relates to the other 
components of the pro-
gramme, Dr. Clarke said the 
Government will “follow up 
quickly” in processing appli-
cations for the General Grant, 
small Business Grant, and 
Business employee support 
and Transfer of Cash (seT 
Cash) in early May. 
  he indicated that approx-
imately 500,000 applica-
tions have already been 
received for the CAre Pro-
gramme, which is intended 
to assist the society's most 
vulnerable citizens, in light 
of the economic impact of 
the coronavirus disease 
(COViD-19). 

The UniVersAL service 
Fund (UsF) has provided 
$17.5 million in information 
and communications technol-
ogy (iCT) support to the Min-
istry of health and Wellness. 
   Minister of science, energy 
and Technology, hon. Fayval 
Williams, handed over the 
cheque during a digital press 
conference at the health Min-
istry’s new Kingston offices 
on April 22. 
   she said that the support 
being provided by the UsF 

will boost the bandwidth ca-
pacity of health facilities 
across the island in the fight 
against the coronavirus 
(COViD-19) pandemic. 
   “The upgraded connectivity 
is to facilitate an uptick in the 
demand for connectivity by 
the Ministry of health and 
Wellness, through videocon-
ferencing, data transfer and 
archiving activities during the 
national response to the coro-
navirus,” she noted. 
   she said that the additional 

bandwidth capacity will en-
able healthcare providers to 
engage with telemedicine and 
virtual clinics. 
   Minister of health and Well-
ness, Dr. the hon. Christopher 
Tufton, said the support from 
the UsF is critical as the nation 
combats COViD-19. 
   “These resources will be 
very useful, and the data 
transmission is absolutely 
critical,” he noted. 
   The UsF, which is an 
agency of the Ministry of 

science, energy and Tech-
nology, has upgraded the 
bandwidth speed of several 
health facilities across the 
island in recent times. 
   These include regional 
health authorities, health 
centres, health departments 
and hospitals. 

Minister of Science, Energy and Technology, Hon. Fayval Williams (second right), 
presents a cheque valued at $17.5 million to Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the 
Hon. Christopher Tufton (second left), to upgrade the bandwidth speed of health 
facilities across the island. Sharing the moment are Chief Medical Officer, 
Dr. Jacquiline Bisasor McKenzie (left), and Chief Executive Officer, Universal Service 
Fund (USF), Daniel Dawes. The  funds, provided by the USF, were presented during a 
digital press conference at the Health Ministry's New Kingston offices on April 22. 

Distributive Trade Says There is No Shortage 
of Food

The PrODUCTiOn and dis-
tribution of food in Jamaica 
remain unhindered despite 
the various challenges being 
posed by the novel coron-
avirus (COViD-19).  
       state Minister in the Min-
istry of industry, Commerce, 
Agriculture and Fisheries 
(MiCAF), hon. Floyd Green, 
convened a virtual meeting 
with the distributive trade on 
April 22 where it was revealed 
that consumers will continue 
to have access to food sup-
plies during this global crisis. 
       The distributive trade is 
made up of representatives 
from Jamaican businesses 
and agencies that are a part 
of all trade activities including 
wholesale and intermediation 
trade, from the procurement 
of goods from the manufac-
turer, to delivery of these 
goods to the consumers.  

Companies such as Wysinco 
Group Ltd, CB Group, Jamaica 
Broilers, and sugar Authority 
of Jamaica have assured the 
Ministry that supplies are in 
good standing. 

       in a statement issued, 
Mr. Green informed that the 
Ministry continues to connect 
with farmers who have ex-
cess fresh produce and other 
agricultural items, to assist in 
finding new markets.  
       “We have intervened to 
move these products. We 
have already purchased 750 
dozen eggs from one of our 
local farmers who raised the 
issue of excess eggs. We 
engaged the Jamaica egg 
Farmers Association and will 
be purchasing more eggs 
directly. MiCAF will also inject 
$6 million through the associ-
ation in a programme where 
eggs from affected farmers 
will be sold at a set rate 
through the Ministry’s net-
work,” Green stated. 

The MinisTry of Tourism is 
providing eleven (11) free 
online courses for tourism 
workers as part of the Gov-
ernment’s thrust to ensure 
the continued development 
of employees in the sector. 
   The courses, being offered 
by the Jamaica Centre for 
Tourism innovation (JCTi), are 
now available and will run 
until late July. 
   Areas of training are 
laundry attendant, gift room 
attendant, kitchen steward/ 
porter, public area sanitation, 
hospitality team leader, certi-
fied banquet server, certified 
restaurant server, servsafe 
training in food safety, certi-
fied hospitality supervisor, in-
troduction to spanish, and 
disc jock (DJ) certification. 

   Portfolio Minister, hon. ed-
mund Bartlett, in his remarks 
at the virtual launch on April 
22, said that the training is 
targeted at persons who were 
recently laid off due to the 
downturn in the sector, which 
has been significantly im-
pacted by the coronavirus 
(COViD-19) pandemic. 
   The Minister encouraged 
the workers to seek every 

opportunity to position them-
selves to take advantage of 
opportunities in tourism when 
the industry rallies. 
   Local and international 
partners in the online training 
programme include the 
Tourism enhancement Fund 
(TeF); human employment 
resource Training/national 
service Training Agency Trust 
(heArT/nsTA Trust); Univer-
sal service Fund (UsF); Uni-
versity of the West indies 
(UWi); national restaurant 
Association (nrA); and the 
American hotel and Lodging 
educational institute (AhLei). 
    Persons can register online at 
www.tef.gov.jm/jamaica-
centre-oftourism-innovation 
or call the JCTi (876) 920-
4926. 

Verification Exercise for 
CARE Programme Underway

Tourism Minister, Hon. 
Edmund Bartlett

Universal Service Fund Provides $17.5 Million to Upgrade 
Bandwidth of Health Facilities

Free Online Courses for Tourism Workers

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Dr. the 
Hon. Nigel Clarke 

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (third left), looks 
at information on the screen of the new Cobas machine, which was commissioned 
into service at the National Public Health Laboratory in Kingston on April 21. Ob-
serving are Chief Medical Officer, Jacquiline Bisasor McKenzie (right); Acting Di-
rector, Laboratory Services, National Public Health Laboratory, Dr. Michelle 
Hamilton (2nd right), and other staff members at the facility.

COVID-19 Testing Boosted

“Break-ins are down 
by 20 per cent from 
365 to 292; rapes 

are down by  
36 per cent from  
185 to 118; and  

larceny has been  
reduced by 54 per 
cent from 50 to 23 

cases to date.”

State Minister for Industry, 
Commerce, Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Hon. Floyd Green 
 


