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Section 1: Introduction and Acknowledgements
Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it; except the Lord
keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.
Psalm 127 King James Version (KJV)
My prayer today is for mercy, peace and favour for Jamaica and for us to
overcome the myriad of challenges so our people can thrive and enjoy the
abundance of God’s grace.
I have been in this Parliament for twenty-five (25) years and I have made a
contribution to every budget debate for the past eight (8) but Mr. Speaker, this
one is unique.
It takes place in unprecedented circumstances defined by the spread of Corona
Virus/ COVID-19 disease across the world and across our beloved country,
Jamaica.
To every single person here in Jamaica infected with the Corona Virus, we pray
that you will have a full recovery as quickly as possible. Our hearts go out to their
families, and to persons in the affected communities as well. I want to reach out
to all the persons who are confined in quarantine or in isolation. We know, this is
not an easy time for you as you live each day with the weight of worry and
uncertainty.
Mr. Speaker, I believe I speak on behalf of all of us here in saying to those affected
that our prayers and our good wishes are with them for full and speedy recovery
and a return to normal life as soon as possible.
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Our heartfelt gratitude to the nurses, doctors, ambulance drivers, police, other
health workers, military officers and so many others across our country who are on
the frontline doing their best to protect the people in the midst of this crisis.
I have full faith that the courage and resilience that has served us well as a people
for generations, will carry us through this very difficult time. Indeed, I encourage
every Jamaican to make the right decisions to keep safe and healthy, especially
over the next few weeks as we all seek to minimize the spread of COVID-19 and
the impact on our country.
As such, Mr Speaker, I’ve taken steps to curtail gallery attendance today. At this
time, we must not risk the safety of our people and contribute to the spread of
this deadly virus by bringing crowds into the confined spaces of Parliament. We
too, each of us, must do our part to contain the spread of the virus.
Nevertheless, even in their absence there are persons I must thank, as none of us
get to this House to make our contribution without the support, guidance or
encouragement of others.
First, to the faithful people of East Central St Andrew who have returned me as
their Member of Parliament over the last twenty-five years, my sincere thanks,
respect and love.
I thank Councillors Nenna Wilson and Dennis Gordon who represent the Hagley
Park and Maxfield Park Divisions respectively for their continued support as well as
Waynette Strachan who leads our efforts in the Cassia Park Division.
I am also indebted to all the members of the Constituency Executive, the
Divisional Executives and the workers of the People’s National Party in East Central
St Andrew for their sustained love and support.
I would also like to thank my colleagues and comrades in the People’s National
Party – both those in the Parliament and those outside. Their continuing guidance,
support, encouragement and prayers have been an invaluable source of
strength to me over the many years, especially in this past year. We are a family
bonded together by the principles of social justice and equality, all passionately
committed to building a better Jamaica.
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I would also particularly like to express my appreciation to my family. My wife,
Sandra as well as my children, Mikael, Tsahai, David, Ruth, Jacob and Luke.
Without the love and support of my entire family, the task I have taken on would
be infinitely more difficult.
My other sources of personal support include my household staff and members of
my security detail. As Leader of the Opposition, I am particularly indebted to my
fellow Parliamentarians, Shadow Cabinet, the team at my office anchored by
Imani Duncan-Price and at the Headquarters of the People’s National Party, led
by the General Secretary, member Julian Robinson.
A special place is reserved for the thousands of Jamaicans who offer their prayers
and their guidance as I work for the success of Jamaica. I appreciate the many
personal conversations, e-mails, letters, messages, and the like as they share their
hopes and aspirations for our mission.
To you, Mr. Speaker, the Clerk of the House and her staff, thanks are also due.
I also want to congratulate the member for South St Andrew and Shadow Minister
of Finance and Planning, Mark Golding, for the insightful and sterling contribution
he made last week. He effectively revealed the many deficiencies in this year’s
budget.

COVID-19 Crisis – Recovering Together to Face a New Day
Jamaica today is gripped by the fearful experience and prospects of the spread
of the Coronavirus. And so I start with that.
This COVID-19 Pandemic will have reset the way societies and governments
operate well before the worst has passed. Put another way, we have entered a
new paradigm.
Mr Speaker, I want to say in relation to the COVD-19, otherwise known as
Coronavirus, with dozens of confirmed cases here in Jamaica, we have already
indicated that crises like these require a national response. All hands need to be
on deck. All of us need to do our part!
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We support the responses that needed to be taken to stem the transmission of the
virus and contain the impact on the health of the Jamaican people. Our team of
MPs, Mayors, Councillors and Caretakers are also working in their respective
constituencies in full support.
As I indicated in this House, had we been faced with this crisis we would have
found a mechanism to embrace ALL stakeholders – from private sector, churches,
trade unions, civic organisations including the Disaster Committee, and the
political parties.
A whole of country approach, not just a whole of government approach.
The benefit of a national stakeholder approach, especially if it had been done in
time, is that Jamaicans would have been better prepared for this COVID-19 crisis.
It was no secret as the crisis hit China in December 2019. As it developed in the
new year, it was likely to be global in scope. It was at that point that we should
have started to stockpile the necessary supplies:
•

Hand sanitizers

•

Personal protective gear

•

Medicines

•

Test Kits and the like.

We should have been preparing our water supply systems, urban and rural,
ordering pumps and such so that the advice on washing hands regularly would
be meaningful. The truth is that January – February period should have been used
to:
•

Reconfigure our Accident and Emergency areas in the hospital so people
suspected to have COVID-19 can present in separate areas rather than
mixing with the general population

•

Expand ICU to deal with severe cases

This is the kind of proactive approach we did with the Ebola crisis in 2014 under
the leadership of Prime Minister Simpson Miller or with the Gulf War with Prime
Minister Patterson. One of the things in crisis management is to assume the worst,
even as you hope for the best and prepare accordingly. The $7 billion
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contingency in the budget would have given you more “bang for the buck” if
you had frontloaded the expenditure instead of using it after the event has hit.
It is incredible that the Holness-led government came to Parliament in February
2020 with a proposed budget that did not anticipate the impact of the COVID19. When the Minister of Finance opened Standing Finance Committee (SFC) in
early March, not a word was mentioned. Another sign that the Minister is divorced
from reality. It was the Opposition who had to raise it in Standing Finance
Committee.
In addition to the health aspect, the economic effects are critical. We have
already begun to see the impact in our main productive sectors:
•

Tourism – both stop over and cruise shipping have been decimated

•

Demand for bauxite and alumina have already been curtailed and bauxite
prices continue to fall

•

Port Operations have been and will be further affected as they are on a
downward trajectory

Now the recently announced restrictions on gatherings, advisable though it may
be, is going to cripple the retail sector:
•

Bars, restaurants, hair dressers, dentists, lawyers, factories, vending and
general hustling is going to stop or slow down drastically

Mr. Speaker, we are in a perfect storm for a deep economic recession given the
structure of Jamaica’s economy.
Our small and medium sized companies, our workers and their families will be most
harshly affected by the economic disruptions caused by the this global
pandemic.
If we are to prevent a lasting fall-out which will cripple the economy even after
the immediate health crisis has passed, we need to immediately consider and
implement an extensive set of fiscal and monetary responses.
And we need to do it now if are to control the fear and uncertainty gripping so
many Jamaicans across our island.
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We have made some specific proposals that are not necessarily exhaustive, but
they are practical ways to soften the impact of this crisis on the workers, own
account operators and the small and medium sized enterprises.
We have already said:
•

In order to reduce the prices facing the consumers, for 3 months the
Government should suspend the collection of GCT on over the counter
drugs like Vitamin C, Panadol and paracetamol and on protective gear for
individuals such as hand sanitizers, masks and other protective gear. These
are essential tools in the prevention fight.

For the small business sector we propose that government should:
•

Waive penalties on non or late payment of GCT for 3 months.

We urge the government to engage in discussions with the banks to offer
moratoriums on loans, particularly for small businesses and own account
operators. Due to the difficulties they will face, people are going to be late on
loan payments. Do not penalize them for something outside of their control.
Let me explain why this is important:
•

Mr. Harrison buys a JUTA bus brand new, for cruise ship passengers. Fewer
passengers or none are coming so his payment to the bank is going to slow
up and then depending on how long the crisis lasts, he might miss a
payment or two. What we don't want is that when Coronavirus has passed
our small business sector has been destroyed.

Also a line of credit should be made available to small businesses through DBJ or
some other mechanism to provide support for their working capital.
Let me explain why this is also important:
•

Every worker is entitled to sick leave. In the normal course of operations, you
rarely have more than 1% of workers being sick at any one point in time.
Businesses are going to face the difficulty of 10%, 20% or more of their
workforce reporting ill. If their operations are not to close down entirely, they
will have to hire workers on a temporary basis. They will then have to pay
sick leave for those trying to recover, pay wages to the temporary workers
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while continuing to meet all other expenses as well. Unless they get some
support, many will go out of business or will never re-open after being
shuttered.

• Businesses are going to have to consider as well that workers may use up
their entire statutory leave entitlement. Mr. Speaker if they are not paid their
households will not survive.

• Something needs to be done now to ensure that persons who have been
placed into forced quarantine, like those in Bull Bay, and who are contract
workers without any security of tenure are not going to be facing dismissal.

• The Government needs to be proactive in identifying those persons in those
communities and engage in a discussion with the employers to ensure
those contract workers are protected through moral suasion or under
emergency regulations where possible.
Some of the large hoteliers who are heavily indebted are going to need a credit
support facility in view of the collapse in the number of visitors coming through in
this period. I want to urge you, as I’m highlighting the plight for the small
businesses, I want to urge you to consider solutions to assist with the conditions of
many of the larger hotels and even more so their workers who are likely to be laid
off in this period. The truth is after COVID-19 we have to have an economic engine
that we have to re-start to get the country going.
In order to support many of families across the country, Government should also
institute a one-month moratorium on NHT loans.
There are many other considerations that will need to be factored in so I urge you
now to come up with practical measures for businesses and families.
We also strongly urge that among the planned responses the government
prioritizes the most vulnerable – those Jamaicans who served selflessly in their
productive years and who are now pensioners.
Many of our elderly are seeing people stocking up with food now and are unable
to do so. Enable them to protect themselves!
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We recommend that the Ministry of Labour take immediate steps to enable early
encashment of pension cheques for the period up to the end of May 2019 to
allow the elderly to prepare as best as possible.
Mr. Speaker, still on the point of the elderly, what about the coverage of the
National Insurance (NI) Gold?
Currently, the insurance only provides $5000 for the year. Adjustments must be
made to it as it’s the only form of health insurance these persons have.
All these practical measures are possible by creatively looking at the budget while
maintaining a commitment to fiscal responsibility.
Mr Prime Minister, I sent you a letter today.
We have been in touch with the Cuban authorities. I have received reports that
they have medicines that can be helpful in fighting COVID-19. This medicine,
Interferon, has been used in 14 other jurisdictions in Asia and Europe.
I have confirmed this medicine exist and the Cuban Government would be willing
to make those treatments available on the basis of a request that must come
from Government.
I am commending it to you for your consideration. It would help to reduce the
incidence of infection or in the event of infection, it could reduce the severity of
the infections.
Certainly, part of what we are learning in this is that COVID-19 does not know
political, philosophical or ideological boundaries.
We need to pull together here at home, and in the global community also. We
need to combine our efforts.
The Cuban Biotechnology industry has a lot to offer and countries further away
and bigger than us have seen the value in embracing this. For the sake of our
Jamaican citizens, we should also.
Also on the health side, without making heavy weather, I’ve had several requests
from health professionals who have indicated that it would be ideal if the country
was to adopt a standard reporting format as has been done in most countries.
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Our people would benefit from clear briefings that simply state:
•

Number of confirmed cases

•

Number of suspected cases

•

Number of persons tested from among the suspected cases

•

Total number of cases tested

•

The communities affected

•

The numbers in isolation

•

The numbers in quarantine

In addition, it would be useful to tell the public what qualifies you to be tested and
where to go. This is not said with any contentiousness but in a desire to help as we
all want to quell people’s understandable fears and concerns.

Jamaica Today and The Original 2020/21 Budget Presented
I want make some points about the budget. While the budget presented has
been totally negated by the crisis that faces Jamaica, there are some
fundamental issues that must be addressed nonetheless.
Indeed, Mr Speaker, when I listened to the government’s presentation on the
budget, both in the Parliament and elsewhere, I wondered if there is an
awareness of the realities facing the majority of the people in this country.
Mr. Speaker, even before the COVID-19 crisis, the reality for the majority of
Jamaicans is one:
•

where prices for food increase frequently and rapidly

•

They have been victims and witnesses to violent crimes, especially murder
gripping our country.

The Minister of Finance opened the budget last week with meaningless phrases
such as “bubbling up” and “country moving in the right direction”. That is not the
reality for the majority of Jamaicans who are barely eking out a living and live
from hand to mouth and pay check to pay check.
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I was struck that,
•

Jamaica received no acknowledgement

•

Jamaica has seen no expression of shame

Our beloved Jamaicans have not heard one word of apology for the failure by
this government to properly protect the resources of the taxpayers from the
thieves who went through Petrojam, Caribbean Maritime University (CMU), NESOL
just to name a few examples of gross mismanagement. The Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance in particular, have a solemn duty to ensure that the hardearned money of the taxpayers are not stolen by or diverted by Ministers or others;
who have taken an oath of public office!
I have had many conversations with people across the length and breadth of this
country, from different walks of life, hearing their deepest concerns, their fears
and their dreams.
They are not experiencing the “bubbling up”, they don’t believe the country is
going in the right direction.
Let me tell you what they are concerned with!
Most talk about living in fear. They can’t sleep “with their doors and windows
open”. They rush home so they can barricade themselves behind burglar bars,
praying that their families will be safe.
Our students from primary school to university are living in fear:
•

fear of violence

•

fear of abduction by rogue transport operators.

We have seen the painful case of Jasmine Dean, a visually impaired student who
has been missing for almost three weeks. Mr Speaker, we pray for her safe return
and ask anyone with information to share it with the police so she can be returned
safely to her family.
In recent times, our schools have become increasingly violent! Teachers who
should be preparing lesson plans too often leave home in fear gearing up to face
the conflicts of the day:
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•

conflicts between students;

•

or between students and teachers;

•

or between teachers and other parents

Too many of our schools have become battlegrounds of violent conflict rather
than centres of learning.
In almost every area of our national life, fear reigns:
•

The nurse who kisses her child good night as she heads to her night shift is
worried about leaving her family behind and what might befall them

•

The Small Farmer who rises before daylight lives in fear of those who come
to reap what they never sowed.

•

The businessman fears going to the bank to make his deposit.

•

Pensioners fear going to the supermarket lest they be trailed and robbed
on the way home.

Jamaica has had its share of problems over the years, but in recent times there
has been a heightened level of fear as violence has intensified, and public
disorder and murder have become more prevalent.

Country in Crisis – Threats to a New Day
Long before Coronavirus Jamaica was a country in deep crisis.
•

Crisis in murder, violence and criminality

•

High levels of corruption in government

•

Crisis of poor governance

•

Low levels of economic growth, and

•

Growing inequality

Sadly, as was pointed out by the Shadow Minister of Finance and Planning in an
excellent presentation last week, this Budget 2020/21 does not point us to a way
out of the deepening national crisis which was threatening to overwhelm
Jamaica even before the onset of Coronavirus.
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Mr. Speaker, before I go the fundamental shortcoming of the budget itself, I must
say something about the budgetary process.
My colleague, Shadow Minister of Finance, has dealt with this matter in some
depth. He focused on the “Nicodemus approach” of the Minister of Finance to
the adjustment of the Primary Surplus Target.
The fact that the Minister would allow the deliberations of Standing Finance
Committee (SFC) to start without having the benefit of the Auditor General’s
assessment of the Fiscal Policy paper or that he would allow the Fiscal Policy
paper to go forward on the basis of a false proposal regarding the primary surplus
target, tells us that he does not understand the full implications of the Fiscal Rules.
Last Tuesday, the Minister of Finance made a grand proclamation, that we must
never again allow the build-up of an unsustainable public debt.
We agree.
Indeed, Mr Speaker, we are the architects of this most recent debt reduction
effort. It was through the sacrifice of the people, under the leadership of the Most
Hon Portia Simpson Miller and with great effort by me as Minister of Finance that
we set Jamaica on the right path of debt reduction.
It is in order to prevent any further Nicodemus approaches to the construction of
the budget or to unprogrammed expenditure that the new Fiscal Rules were put
in place.
The vision behind this was to:
1. Allow for an independent assessment of the budget constructed by the
Minister of Finance
2. The models in this regard were institutions like the Congressional Budget
Office in the USA (the CBO) or the Office of Budgetary Responsibility in the
UK which allowed an independent assessment of the budget to take place
Just to bring the Minister into the full scope of the history. We spent a long time
debating whether to set up something fresh, attached to the Parliament. It was
decided that given the high reputation of the Auditor General’s department built
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up over decades, it was best to set up this independent unit inside that office as
no one would doubt the independence of the assessment.
It’s still a work in progress as their main expertise is on financial and performance
audits and analysis and not economic analysis.
But when you start to undercut and sidestep these rules Minister you are
jeopardizing the effort to bring accountability and transparency to the budgetary
process. That makes your proclamation about the desire to prevent the build-up
of unsustainable debt just “so so talk”.
This process has to live beyond me, you or any other Finance Minister in the years
ahead. What Jamaica needs is a process that will gain credibility and get the
respect of financial institutions, domestic and external, and where the role of
Parliament in making final judgement becomes stronger than it is today.
Minister let me just remind you what you signed in the Fiscal Policy Paper. And I
quote the paragraph on part 1, page 7. Just above your signature, you say:
“In this fiscal responsibility statement, I hereby declare that, in pursuing the policy
objectives of the Government, I will adhere to the principles of prudent fiscal
management and seek to manage fiscal risks accordingly.”
And this is the rub, “In so doing, I hereby attest to the reliability, accuracy and
completeness of the information contained in this fiscal policy paper and its
compliance with fiscal responsibility principles.”
It seems now with you changing the primary surplus targets without informing the
Auditor General or the Standing Finance Committee (SFC) you have made your
own words false. Ministers of Finance must never be known for falsehoods.
Nevertheless, Mr Speaker, I am happy that this budget continues on the path of
debt reduction. With God as my witness, with all that the Jamaican people have
suffered and with all the personal anguish and insults that I had to suffer and all
that Prime Minister Simpson Miller had to suffer at the hands of international
agencies and global financial institutions. We must never cause any Minister of
Finance or any future generations of Jamaicans to suffer such indignities.
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Mr. Speaker, we asked the people to make the sacrifice so we could do the things
necessary to re-build the economy. They answered the call. We on this side
recognize the tremendous sacrifice made by our people – time for them to get
back something now. That is why since last year, we have been pushing for some
relief to them with a reduction in GCT of 2%.
You have given 1.5%. We believe that you could have done better, especially in
the face of COVID-19. Let me remind this Honourable House that the basic focus
in our tax reform proposal of 2012 was a goal of getting GCT down to 10% over
time. That commitment to the people must be kept.

Fundamental Shortcomings of the Budget
Our deep concern is that this budget does not tackle the transformation that the
country requires.
The critical question for the entire country as the debt is reduced and more
budgetary resources become available is how we are going to spend these
resources.
We can either fritter them away in corruption enabling schemes like the 2016 “debushing programme” or in political palliatives in search of electoral advantage or
we can once and for all confront the desperate need for social transformation
which will lead us to a New Day in Jamaica, the New Jamaica that our people
yearn for and dream about.
There can be no doubt that the immediate challenge today centers on crime
and social disorder which drives fear in every heart and stifles the dreams and
hopes of too many Jamaicans.
We need to recognize that tackling the problem of crime, particularly violence
and murder, is going to involve a long-term sustained plan of action.
Yet this budget offers no hope in this regard. The overall budget on National
Security is down over last year. The Capital Budget for the Ministry of National
Security is down by $4 billion. In fact, taking into account inflation, the national
security budget has been reduced by 8%. How can this be murders when are on
the rise? How can we with less resources stem the slaughter of our people?
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The Minister of Finance and the Prime Minister will no doubt tell us that the budget
for national security is down because of the high expenditure in the previous year
on aircraft and maritime equipment to tackle the problem. That is no comfort to
the mother who has lost her only child to gun violence. A new aircraft and
maritime readiness will not make the inner-city community under siege from gang
violence feel secure.

Jamaica is in crisis!
The problems can only be fixed with a sustained, long term investment in capacity
improvement. It can’t be fixed with a “boom one year and bust the next year”.
It has to worry all of us when the Prime Minister says, “it is beyond Jamaica’s
capacity”.
What is this government really doing to change the reality for Jamaicans who
can’t sleep with their windows and doors open?
If we are going to be on top of this we need an expansion of resources for:
•

Intensified Social interventions, like Peace Management Initiative (PMI)

•

Improved mobility for the police with new cars

•

New and effective intelligence gathering equipment

•

New and/or upgraded police stations

•

Better training facilities

A multi-year commitment to an expansionary budget for security services. We will
need more and better paid police.
Mr. Speaker, since Norman Manley introduced Common Entrance in the late
1950s, to all well-thinking Jamaicans, education represents the vehicle of social
transformation and individual social mobility.
Today, the task of educational transformation is even more urgent given the state
of murder and violence. It is necessary to return the country to a state of harmony.
This will require an extensive re-socialization of whole generations.
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Even more, we have to recognize the continued injustice represented by
educational apartheid where you have two tiers in the secondary schooling
arrangements.
•

In one set of schools, the majority of students, 7 out of 10 matriculate with 5
or more CSEC subjects in one sitting.

•

And in the other set of schools, the majority of students, 8 out of 10 fail using
the same standard.

It is not that the children are less capable or less ambitious. It is that the country’s
education system is failing them.
•

One set of schools has labs, one does not.

•

One set of school has music and art rooms, one set does not.

•

One set of schools has social supports, one set does not.

Yet the Minster boasts about how much more he has to spend in this budget!
While Jamaica is overwhelmed by disorder, criminality and violence in schools,
the fact that the Minister came and gave Jamaica an education budget that
does not even keep up with inflation is a travesty. Our schools must be a place of
peace, discipline, order and learning! We can do better!

The JLP Government has Dropped the Baton
The undisputed fact is we left a stable macro-economic environment for the JLP
Administration in 2016.
The people who had been promising bitter medicine in 2011 were able, based on
our performance, to claim the promise of prosperity in 2016. They could only have
done that on the basis of the foundation left by our Administration, led by the
former Prime Minister Portia Simpson Miller.
•

We left them growth at 1.5% in early 2016
o With 2% growth by October 2016 – now that economy was bubbling.

•

Poverty levels was falling for 3 straight years
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•

Unemployment was trending downwards

•

Murders were down

•

On every measure, ease of doing business had improved

•

Transparency was improving

•

We left them shovel ready projects:
o Royalton in Negril and Trelawney
o Expansion in Bahia Principe in St. Ann
o Several BPO projects

After 4 years, what have they delivered?
•

Growth is down

•

Poverty is up

•

Crime and Violence in our society are up
o Now with 7 parishes, half of the island is under States of Emergency
o Over 5600 Jamaicans have been murdered since 2016.

•

Ease of Doing Business is down as measured by the World Bank

•

Local Business Confidence is Down

•

Government and Ministerial Corruption is worse.

Is this the prosperity you promised the people?
The Minister wants us to believe that bauxite accounts for his failure to grow the
economy. No mention of his 5 in 4, but leave that aside. The issue with the bauxite
sector is the failure of the government to properly anticipate and the sector
through the ups and downs.
When they were changing the arrangements with Noranda we warned them of
reversing the policy and expanding the export of raw bauxite rather than valueadded alumina. Exporting value-added increases the price of this diminishing
resource to the Jamaica people.
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Is it the case, as I have been informed, that negotiations with Windalco have
dragged on for over a year without conclusion as their production costs have
exceeded market prices?
Now we are at the point where there is the prospect that the plant close and the
workers lose their jobs. That is nothing else but a failure to manage.
The sector is in crisis because of the failure of the government to properly
anticipate and manage the risks caused by the changes in the world market.
The Minister cannot blame the lack of growth on bauxite, the Minister of Finance.
In agriculture, the sugar industry has been totally decimated under the
stewardship of the JLP government.
It does not stop there!
Our other main agricultural exports, including:
- Cocoa
- Coffee
are in crisis.
The reality is too much politics and too little management of our production
capacity.
Look at project implementation, under the Major Infrastructure Development
Programme (MDIP). The overruns run are in excess of $2.3 billion ($2.36 billion to
be exact).
•

Just as bad was the chaotic and destructive way in which the road works
were done by this government.
o The disruption of water for days and weeks. People couldn’t even
bathe, wash their plates or cook, and it creates a health risk for our
society
o The destruction of the internet connections for business people and
families
o Putting businesses out of operation with no consideration of
compensation
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This is a Government with no consideration for the people
At the other end of the spectrum, the major challenges of:
•

Labour Market Reform

•

Pensions Reform

•

Agricultural Reform

•

And serious Public Sector Transformation focused on making government
departments facilitators of investment activity, have all been left without
serious implementation and execution.

The JLP have dropped the baton!

Time for a New Way and a New Day.
You know Mr. Speaker, I love to listen to the wisdom of the Jamaican people. A
lady said to me the other day:
“The JLP tief the printer, but never get the computer. That is why they don’t know
how to bring about the growth and transformation of Jamaica.”
Looks like the lady is right.

There is a Better Way – Path to a New Day in Jamaica
We need to remember that all our people made sacrifices to give the Economic
Reform Programme a chance for success.
They did this – we all made these sacrifices because we are searching for a better
life – a better future. A New Day for Jamaica.
People yearn for high quality jobs, offering high incomes, so that they don’t have
to languish as most workers do earning minimum wage or close to minimum
wage.
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The dream of every parent is for their child to get a good education no matter
what school they attend so they can be successful in the world of work and
become good citizens.
That is the New Jamaica that they seek.
Jamaicans want a country of law-abiding citizens without high levels of murder
and where they no longer live in fear of violent criminals.
We want communities of stakeholders where people have their own key to their
own home and where whether you rent or you own, you are guaranteed dignity.
This new Jamaica is embodied in our 2030 Vision, with “Jamaica, the place of
choice to live, work, raise families, and do business”.

Vision for a New Day For Jamaica
Mr. Speaker, my entire political life has been spent trying to make a difference, to
help build my country and to make a contribution to improving of the quality of
life of the average Jamaican.
It is what has driven everything that I have done as an adult; whether as a UWI
student marching in support of Walter Rodney during the 1960s Black Power
Protests, or as a “Twelve Tribe” Rastaman – the righteous cause of the People has
been my passion.
-

From the first project I did in government – coordinating the building 10,000
houses in Greater Portmore so working people could have a home with
dignity.

-

And on all the other opportunities such as when were designing and
establishing to the Jamaica Drugs for the Elderly Programme (JADEP) – so
thousands of the elderly could get their medication at a lower cost. The
cause of the people has been my mission. God bless PJ Patterson.

-

It was what drove me when we established the JUTC. Mr. Speaker, our
school children shouldn’t have to endure the cry of “No schoolers” or to risk
death just to take the bus.
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-

One thing that I am most proud of, though some have criticized me, are
the measures I took to save Jamaica from the terror and mayhem that the
cocaine trade brought. I took the criticisms and faced the arrows. Today, I
can proudly say that Jamaica does not face today the extent of the
onslaught of narco-traffickers that we faced then, with the slaughter and
the abductions. At our core, it is work for the Jamaican people that
motivates me and Team PNP.

This same commitment to building a better Jamaica drove us to rescue the
Jamaican economy. We had two fundamental goals:
1.

To preserve the existence of Jamaica as a viable and independent
nation state, keeping alive our chance of fulfilling the dreams of
generations past and the prospect of satisfying the aspirations and
hopes of the current generation.

2.

To continue the task of creating a society and economy that put the
Jamaican people truly at the centre of growth and development.

Making a better life for the Jamaican people is at the heart of what we stand for.
The PNP stands for building a better Jamaica - a Jamaica that works for all, and
not just a few.
•

That was why Norman Manley introduced Common Entrance – and started
Land Reform

•

It was this desire to create a country of equal rights for all that motivated
Michael Manley to institute Equal Pay for Women, and provide for Workers’
Rights for collective bargaining. Also, that is why he established the National
Housing Trust (NHT).

•

The concern for the plight of the poor led PJ to establish PATH (Programme
for Advancement through Health and Education).

•

And it was her love for the People which made Sister P guide the rescue of
the Jamaican economy so skilfully, and insisted that the Economic Reform
Programme should not be done at the expense of social programmes while
preserving a basic standard of living for the people.
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Despite all the efforts, as a country we are still too far off from the dream, the
dream of our forefathers and mothers to make our Jamaica, a land where
everyone has opportunity. A Jamaica that works for all, not just a few.
Consider for example, those thousands upon thousands of producers and service
providers who are really the heart and soul of our economy, yet, are still on the
margins of the financial and production systems.
I am talking of people like Junior who has Cabinet shop under a mango tree in
Sav la Mar. Errol who sells his natural juices under the breadfruit tree on the way
to Portland. And the thousands and thousands who have their sidewalk garages.
I am talking about Miss Maisie who has 4 sewing machines on her back verandah,
where she and her team make school and factory uniforms and clothes for the
church ladies.
Our mission is to:
•
•

Bring these people from the backyard to the frontline of entrepreneurship
and business.
Have them as part of the mainstream, growing their businesses, having
savings and investments and being able to get loans to expand and earn
more to take care of their families.

The New Jamaica which we are committed to building will not tolerate Steve, the
pan chicken man, being run off the street under a State of Emergency. We all
know that Steve has to take care of his family too.
Consider as well, the one-quarter of our population who live in informal
settlements, long after Norman Manley’s land reform efforts and Michael
Manley’s NHT, we still have too many behind zinc fence or kotching on a gully
bank being disparaged as squatters. The Mission is not complete.
Mr. Speaker, don’t forget that despite scholarship, free education and the start of
the education revolution, we still have 118 high schools where 8 out of 10 don’t
get the minimum qualifications to go on to further studies or enter the world of
work with ease.
We have our work cut out for us as a country.
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We have gotten too used to pickney taking bus at 5am to come from St. Thomas
to school in Kingston, or from Reading to Sav-la-Mar – because their parents know
that the school next door is not providing a quality education. These children
spend 14-15 hours on the road and then have to wake up again the next morning
and do it all over again. They do homework on the bus, at school and worst of all,
they are open to all kinds of abuse. Our country can and must do better.

The Current Model Can’t Take Us Where We Need To Go
We have a plan. I will set out the main steps to build the New Jamaica….the New
Society and Economy which we all seek. It will represent the hopes and dreams
of generations past, and fulfil the aspirations of generations today and those to
come.
In order to get to where we want, we will have to take a leap of faith and
abandon the long-held philosophy that sees Jamaica’s future and options rooted
in a low-wage economic model. This this model has been around since 1838 and
was anchored on the view that Jamaica’s most attractive element for an investor
is cheap labour.
As a consequence, investments in the sugar and banana industries that drove the
economy in the early years were focused on cheap labour with low productivity
levels, where workers had little education with very simple technology at their
disposal. Over time, in the 1950s and 60s new sectors emerged – bauxite, tourism
and the local manufacturing sector.
Bauxite at its inception had markedly higher levels of technology and
productivity. That industry was an exception however, but it did not change the
basic model in Jamaica.
Time come to make a drastic change as that outdated model cannot take us
further. It cannot deliver on the expectations and the aspirations of our people,
where 6 out of 10 earn minimum wage or close to it.
That can’t deliver the life which we want in a New Jamaica.
It is not that Jamaicans are unable to do complex, high-value things.
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Jamaicans have demonstrated in sports, music, they have demonstrated time
and time again while working in businesses throughout the US, Canada, the UK
and across the world, that given the opportunity we can do it all.
We need to reorganize ourselves and focus our resources into developing our
people and making them the best here in Jamaica land we love!
Fiscal Prudence
Mr Speaker, let me state clearly, especially person who has been at the heart of
fixing the consequences of Jamaica living beyond our means, wasting resources
and running up a high and unsustainable debt. Everything that we do and all that
we say are underpinned by a commitment to fiscal prudence.
The biggest choice that we face as a country now is how we are going to spend
the resources that have become available because of the sacrifices of our
people who committed to the Economic Reform Programme. We can squander
these resources through corruption, theft and general bandoolism or we can
invest it in credible programmes for social and economic transformation and build
a better future for all our people.

10 Fundamental Pillars – Foundations for A New Day for the New
Jamaica
1) Effective Crime Control
Mr Speaker, in setting out the pathway to the New Jamaica, especially given our
current starting point, I have to begin by emphasizing the need for effective crime
control.
Even as we battle COVID-19, that must be our starting point.
Effective crime control will involve many other things:
•

More, better trained and better rewarded police officers
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•

Sustained reform of the Police Force including more civilian oversight with
the amalgamation of the Police Service Commission with the Police Civilian
Oversight Authority

•

All modern policing is intelligence led policing
o A new Intelligence Act
o New and better intelligence agencies

•

Leadership training in the Force and better structures of accountability for
those who lead

•

The restoration of effective crime control must involve the closest
collaboration between the citizens and the security forces.

•

Crime control will also involve more resources for extensive communitybased social intervention programmes. We have several successful
examples of this.
o We need more resources for programmes like Citizens Security and
Justice Programme (CSJP) and Peace Management Initiative (PMI).

•

You on that side believe that focusing on Neighbourhood Watch,
Community Policing and Social Interventions are afterthoughts that can be
discarded. For us on this side, they represent the fundamental underpinning
of any democracy and developing a wholesome society.

•

Obviously effective crime control will involve not just police reform but we
will have to reform our prosecutorial services. It will require much closer
cooperation between prosecutors and investigators, like that which
currently occurs in the UK system on which our structure is based.

•

It will also involve continuing the reform of our Courts, including establishing
regional branches of our Supreme Court and technological upgrading of
our entire court system.

2) Education
The second pillar of the societal transformation that we seek is the comprehensive
transformation of our education system.
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We could never build a high-income economy or high productivity economy in
a situation where approximately 50 per cent of our school population leaves
without the basic matriculation for higher education.
Jamaica still sustains a system of ‘Educational Apartheid’ where 45 traditional high
schools have a world-class education system, and 118 of the non-traditional
schools – with a few exceptions – are leaving the majority of these children behind
with no hope for certification and cast into the ranks of the poor and uneducated
despite passing through high school.
The solution is going to require sustained commitment and efforts spanning more
than one generation. All of us in the Parliament and those to come should know
that there is no greater priority than ensuring we educate the next generation.
The next PNP Government is going to lead a national mobilization of our best
teaching resources including those who are retired to:
•
•
•

Provide mentoring of both students and teachers going into the schools to
ensure no one is being left behind;
Ensure from year one that every child is learning
Ensure that every school is properly equipped, even if it means an island
wide campaign.

Children cannot go into high schools unprepared.
It is going to require sustained budgetary commitments to provide the
laboratories and the performing studios and the top-level sporting facilities to
allow for a rounded education.
Curriculum reform is also going to be central to this effort. Among other things, it
must be directed explicitly at building the self-esteem of every Jamaican boy and
girl. Too many of them today are still bearing the scars of a culture shaped by an
inheritance of racism, poverty and self-denigration. As a yute that marched on
behalf of Black Power in the 1960s, I have to confess that I am appalled today
that we still have young boys and girls bleaching their skin erasing their beautiful
blackness. We in the PNP are committed to correcting this once and for all.
As an aside Mr. Speaker, but related, we in this House have to stop mimicking our
former colonial masters. We are an independent country! Why do we still wear
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the wig and formal suits with ties in Parliament? It has nothing to do with you
personally.
Even the Courts here in Jamaica and the UK Parliament have changed. Time
come for us to drop the shackles of that time, move forward and modernize!
Let’s refer the whole matter to the appropriate Parliamentary Committee.
Symbols are important. Why should we be wearing wigs when the country in
which this originated have given them up.
We not only need more schools but we need a better standard of schools. A
classroom today looks all too similar to a classroom of 60 years ago. Schools must
have not only laboratories, but music rooms and design facilities with strong Wi-Fi
service, with tablets and computers for children.
This will require financial resources not just of governments but of parents,
communities and private sector.
One of the most disturbing aspects of the Caribbean Maritime University (CMU)
scandal is how the real resources from the Education Trust were misused. The
worst theft that one can imagine is the theft of an education from a needy child.
Let me re-state something we committed to last year.
The next PNP government will also:
•

Provide one sure meal per day for ALL our children. Too many of our
children are going to school with little or no food. Pickney cannot learn on
hungry belly

•

Guarantee that the “first child in the family” that qualifies for university will
get a full scholarship under a PNP government.

•

Establish the Graduate Repayment Opportunity Work (GROW) Programme
for graduates to repay student loans by providing services and skills to the
public service, particularly in the fields of health, education, justice and
security.

We need all hands on deck to build this New Jamaica.
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3) Massive Land Titling Drive
Enabling Jamaicans to own and have title to their piece of this rock is one of the
tasks dearest to my heart. This is so because an historic injustice was done to our
people when compensation was paid to slave owners and the formerly enslaved
were turned out without resources or land and that wandering has continued to
this day.
So much so that some 60% of our small farmers operating on less than 10 acres
are working lands for which they have no title. The largest portion involves socalled family land. However, with no formal tenure, these farmers are forced to
operate on the margins of our economic and financial institutions.
Mr. Speaker, without collateral, they cannot go to the commercial bank and
easily borrow the money to buy a pump to bring the water from the river close by
to irrigate their plots. They can’t buy a Pickup to take their goods to the market or
a small tractor and other mechanical instruments for modern farming. As a
consequence, too many of our small farmers are trapped in the “hoe and
machete” technology that was used 100 years ago. This why they are poor.
The next PNP government will undertake a series of legislative reforms to ensure
this historic injustice is corrected once and for all. We will make reforms to the:
• Registration of Titles Act
• The Limitations of Actions Act
• The Local Improvements Act
• The Land Surveyors Act
Amongst other laws.
Mr Speaker, the land titling effort will have to extend far beyond the rural
agricultural sector to also embrace approximately 700,000 Jamaicans who live in
so-called informal settlements. In the vast majority of cases these people have
lived for more than one or two generations on these plots of land. Yet, their
occupancy of these lands because they have no formal titles is uncertain.
This is what happened to persons in Bull Bay, who lived on land for 30, 40, years.
They have seen their children and grandchildren grow on these lands. They are
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now being told that they must leave to facilitate the building of the South Coast
highway. They are being evicted without any prospect of compensation.
This is unjust.
The good book of Proverbs tells us that “Whoever oppresses the poor shows
contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honours God.”
When citizens have titles to land, they can step up in life. A title allows them to
become potential borrowers in financial institutions and convert their humble
stake into resources to start a small business or small enterprises. When they make
money, they can improve their own homes and provide for their families.
The next PNP government will not only regularize titles for the land, but we will join
this process with our commitment to ensure that all contributors to the National
Housing Trust (NHT) will be entitled to a benefit, even if it is not a full mortgage
benefit. As I have said over and over, everybody who throw partner knows that
“if you throw your hand, you must get a draw”. So if you have a piece of land or
you get title to land in one of these communities, and you are a contributor you
will get something from the NHT towards home improvement.
We are not talking about 6,000 or 10,000 title a year. That will take us a century to
complete the work that has to be done. The next PNP Government will:
•

Issue a minimum of 150,000 titles per year using the most up-to-date
satellite based global positioning technologies.

This deficit in our history has been around for too long. In the same way in have to
tackle the crisis now the facing of the education system, we cannot make
another generation live under the yoke of injustice.
It is the same commitment that fuels our passion for home ownership for
Jamaicans from all walks of life. The next PNP Government will:
•

Develop infrastructure and assist householders with building plans and
designs, so that everybody can have a real stake in the rock. Every
Jamaican deserves the feeling of pride that home ownership provides.
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•

We will establish the Home Ownership Made Easy (HOME) Programme with
a special NHT window to provide access to affordable housing for the tens
of thousands of young professionals , as well as working class Jamaicans,
who earn between $8,000 - $25,000 per week

4) Unlocking the Creativity, Energy and Resilience of Small and Medium Size
Enterprises (SMEs)
Mr Speaker, as I indicated earlier the New Jamaica will have to be organized
around unleashing the energies of thousands and thousands of small producers
and services providers all across the country. We want to bring the back room
manufacturer to the front page. Miss Maxine with 8 machines making curtains
and upholstery in Vineyard town. Danny with the welding shop in Mandeville. The
coders with their operations in Duhaney Park. The juice man in May Pen. The
young entrepreneurs and DJs in the music studio in Rae Town.
Most of our people are employed in these small enterprises and they represent
the engine that has the greatest potential to propel growth.
Facilitating these small enterprises is not only the route to the 5% growth but it is
important if we are going to democratize our economy and put people at the
real center of our development.
The general lowering of interest rates will help this sector. However, even more
importantly, the banks will have to be induced to lend money to these small
businesses in non-traditional sectors such as our creative industries - film, music,
design. Most of our banks today are still not willing to accept a musician’s
catalogue or contract for a global tour from one of our major music stars as
collateral.
The next PNP administration will facilitate this through adjustments to regulations
as well as through the provision of credit risk insurance for financial institutions.
Such schemes will incentivize banks to go into the very areas that need
development, like our Inner Cities.
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We will extend the efforts of the Jamaica Business Development Corporation
(JBDC) and other agencies and will enter into partnerships with private business
advisory services to get more SMEs to modernize and grow their operations.
5) Special Economic Zones and Innovation
Democratizing the economy through small business will not yield the benefits that
we seek in the New Economy unless we also unlock the engines of innovation. We
believe that “Special Economic Zone” Legislation can assist, in establishing
Jamaica as a sophisticated, innovative, nimble, high income and internationally
competitive economy.
The next PNP administration will leverage the legislation established for Special
Economic Zones (SEZs) along with carefully designed and aligned tax incentives
to help firms in SEZs move up the value chain. We will also assist in establishing SEZs
targeted at high value sectors such as biotechnology, pharmaceutical,
nutraceuticals, bio-chemicals.
This is intended to pull Jamaica into the knowledge-driven economies of the
Fourth Industrial Revolution that are leading the 21st century. Our natural
biodiversity, in areas such as the Cockpit Country, provides an ideal fit that could
help Jamaica benefit from the establishment of the high technology sectors.
If we are to become an economy driven by innovation, we will have to reorganize the knowledge sectors of our economy.
We will promote collaboration between our universities and other governmentfinanced research institutions, with private firms, domestic or foreign, with a view
to unlocking the impulse for innovation. Simple BPO operations need to move up
the value chain and supply chains, linking them not just to call centers but also to
design work, legal services, accounting services and the like. Software
development will also be a key focus.
While it might run counter to some of the prevailing orthodoxies, we believe that
as the pressures on revenue become less acute, we need to recognize and rethink our taxation arrangements so that they can also help bring about economic
and social reform.
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The tax systems for example can help provide a useful tool for rewarding firms that
innovate or assist companies with raising their own level of productivity, and that
of the economy as a whole. This can occur by providing on-the-job-training for
workers and facilitating knowledge transfer, especially from big firms to small firms.
It is through innovation and increased levels of productivity that high levels of
income and growth will come for Jamaica.

6) A Better Deal for Workers
The New Jamaica that we are building must be based upon the fundamental
recognition that workers are an essential and indispensable part of the productive
infrastructure of our country. We must recognize also the simple fact of our history
that it was the workers in their claim for greater social justice that launched
Jamaica’s journey to nationhood in 1938.
Over many years the Trade Union Movement won many rights – collective
bargaining rights, minimum wage, maternity leave, dispute resolutions systems –
which have resulted in an improvement in the status, working conditions and the
lives of many workers over the years.
Yet today, if the truth be told, the workers are in danger of losing the hard-earned
benefits that have been won over the years.
Nothing highlights this more than the increasingly widespread practice of
contract work which has become commonplace in many of the leading sectors
of the economy. Most people know about the use of contract work in the private
security industry, but this practice has spread to many other industries, other areas
like tourism, agriculture and port workers to name a few.
The reality is that for these employees, who for all practical purposes are full-time
employees – working as part of a highly-structured organization, under supervision
from the firm’s staff and taking regular instruction as to their job task – are being
employed under the guise that they are independent contractors working on
their own and directing themselves.
These arrangements deny them the guaranteed benefits provided for under the
law, such as overtime, benefits for vacation or sick leave or a pension. This loss of
benefits to our workers should not be allowed to continue.
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We recognize that there are some real issues that have to be confronted in some
of the sectors where contract work occur.
For example, security companies can only employ the number of staff to fulfil the
number of contracts that they have. There’s greater uncertainty about the
dependability of their contracts. The same is applied to persons who are contract
service providers to hospitals and to government offices. Yet we believe a way
can be found to ensure that the rights of workers are protected without putting
employers at a disadvantage.
We also recognize that much of our legislation protecting workers has been
affected by the way in which global supply chains have evolved over the years.
Business today globally is much more competitive. Firms are much less secure and
single producers who are not tied into a network of other firms globally are less
stable than they were before.
In order to accommodate many of these changes in the labour market globally
and locally we established the Labour Market Reform Commission in 2015, under
the chairmanship of Dr Marshall Hall. The goal was to collectively find a way to
achieve the objectives of :
1. Protecting workers rights in this new environment and
2. Ensuring the country remains viable and competitive for investments
Last year, I raised the issue of the need to review and debate as a Parliament the
report from the Labour Market Commission so we could move to implementation.
I was given assurances then that the matter would be brought to the Parliament
for consideration. Despite those assurances, this has not happened.
We need to recognize that changes will have to be made to our industrial
relations environment. We have to examine the establishment of a special Joint
Industrial Council in an effort to protect the rights of security guards. We will also
have to look at the issue of unemployment insurance.
The next PNP government will also:
•

introduce specific legislation that contract workers who operate as fulltime workers will be protected in terms of benefits.
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Also I want to urge the Government to give the passage of the new Occupational
Health and Safety Legislation priority. This is part of their agreement with JCTU and
it is behind schedule. It should have been passed in 2018/19 fiscal year.
The New Jamaica must be based on social justice particularly for the workers who
are the heart and soul of the country’s production.
7) Public Sector Transformation and Governance
A critical ingredient in building of the New Economy and Society is the creation
of a more efficient and responsive public sector. Public sector transformation has
been long discussed going all the way back to the 1980s with the Administration
Reform Programme and through the 1990s. More recently, the programme of
public sector transformation has been driven by the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and focused on cutting public sector cost.
This cost cutting has been anchored in the Fiscal Responsibility Framework
legislation which has set a public sector wage to GDP ratio of nine percent.
Quite frankly, Mr. Speaker, we need to re-examine some of these ratios. Don’t get
me wrong, I am not suggesting there should be run away wage costs and
expenditures in the public sector but there is no particular magic in 9% or 8.5% or
9.5%. Countries at our same level of development run a range of ratios between
7.5% and 10%. In a situation where 80% of our public sector wage bill is
represented by teachers, police and other security personnel, nurses and other
medical personnel – to cut is to reduce their standard of living and quality of
service for the public. We already see the challenge with teachers and health
workers leaving Jamaica in large numbers.
No one can say we have too many teachers, or too many nurses. In fact, what
we can say is that in all these areas, we need more and better paid personnel.
This has worsened by the Holness-led government’s growth performance which
makes the pressure to pay these workers even greater. To retain good staff is
critical to growth, and cost-cutting would deplete the country’s best resources.
The role of the state as we see it is to:
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•

Efficiently serve the citizens’ needs, through quality education, health and
security, and

•

To facilitate investors to get on with the business of production, distribution,
export and growth.

Public sector transformation must be driven by these fundamental objectives and
to that we are committed.
The key elements of the public sector transformation which the next PNP
Government will undertake will focus on:
•

A review of wages and salaries to make them more competitive and in so
doing retain existing talent and attract new ones.

•

Secondly, it must be driven by the need to ensure greater speed and
efficiency in decision making especially as it affects citizens and corporate
entities which need decisions from government.

•

Digitizing government’s records. The time has come to stop talking and just
get it done.
o Hospitals worldwide are digitizing: wherever you go, records –
including X rays and lab results can be accessed on the computer –
you do not have to physically carry them.
o Same for schools, land titles and company records. The rest of the
world is going digital; we cannot continue in a paper-based world all
by ourselves.

•

And we have to have a whole new culture of service permeating every
facet of government operations.

•

We will have speedier project approvals.

•

We will set and maintain accountability in service standards
o This will apply to things like project approvals, certificates, etc.
o Also, people cannot be waiting for months upon months to get
medicine, customs clearance – all have to be at world class
standards. In fact, we need to face reality. A lot of inefficiencies that
are embedded in the system provide the environment for the
‘bandoolism’ that exists.
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o Often times the systems are unduly cumbersome because they have
not been reviewed to see if they are in line with current requirements.
Ministerial sign off that is required for some of the things might have been
workable in the 1960s but is not necessary now.
The next PNP Government will undertake a basic review of all legislation and
regulations that impact growth and scrap those not needed. We want to remove
impediments and unleash productivity, efficiency and promote the well-being of
our citizens.
Public sector transformation however, will only be meaningful where standards of
good governance are established and maintained.
In recent times, cronyism as evident in appointments of unqualified friends at
PetroJam, senior appointments at bauxite companies and other important
institutions has caused us to lose our standing in the world community. That is
evident in Jamaica’s decline on the Global Corruption Index.
In the last four years we have had to face a long disgraceful list of scandals; from
the:
• Police Used Car Scandal
• Firearm Licensing Authority (FLA) Scandal
• To even more damning revelations at the National Energy Solutions (NESOL)
• Universal Service Fund
• The web of corruption in the Petrojam Scandal
• And the Caribbean Maritime University (CMU) Sandal
And that’s not even the whole list.
This has sapped the energy of the country and weakened the very underpinnings
of our democracy. When trust disappears amongst citizens, the foundations of
nationhood are shaken.
Unfortunately, we are now at a point in Jamaica’s history where blatant
corruption, nepotism, cronyism and breaches of laws aimed at fostering good
governance have become common place.
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We have been demanding action but sadly, this Administration seem to be wilfully
impotent.
Unfortunately, as damning as the public reports particularly in the scandals of
Petrojam, NESOL and CMU have been, the agencies of State required to act have
failed to live up to the public trust invested in them. The only exception to this has
been the Financial Investigation Division (FID).
The Prime Minister has also failed by ignoring the OCG reports that have identified
members of his Cabinet in the “Debushing scandal” and these members have reappeared in several reports of corruption including the “sale” of public beach
lands. The Prime Minister has been silent and has failed to act.
Why?
It was only after the FID acted in the case of the former Education Minister, did
the Prime Minister say the Minister had to go.
But he failed to mention that he only acted after the Opposition revealed the
nature of the corruption that permeated the Ministry of Education and the CMU.
In fact, it was two days after our revelation that the Minister resigned. If Ruel Reid
“had to go” the Prime Minister must tell the country what he knew and when. He
must also provide sworn statements to the appropriate authorities.
When all is said and done, and as Lord Acton said ‘Justice must not only be done,
but be seen to done.’ And in that regard a special function fall to the Prime
Minister.
The sycophants and apologists for the JLP Government will be quick to say the
PNP did this and the PNP did that. Let me be clear.
1. In all of the Ministries I have led there have been no allegations regarding
my stewardship or any hint of corruption.
2. That is the kind record that I will apply to all that I do. Under my leadership,
as Chairman of the Cabinet as Prime Minister, no corruption will be
tolerated. The assets and institutions of government belong to the people
of Jamaica and must be protected.
3. Where credible allegations have been made about PNP Ministers, they
have either resigned, been left out of the Cabinet or faced other sanctions.
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It is clear from all that has happened over the last 4 years, that there is a need to
strengthen oversight functions to enhance governance in the country.
We believe, for example, that there is need for a constitutional amendment to
ensure that the Public Services Commission (PSC) is constituted on the basis of
agreement between the Prime Minister and Leader of the Opposition. That was
the agreed approach by the late Edward Seaga as Opposition Leader and PJ
Patterson as Prime Minister.
Sadly, the leaders on the JLP side have abandoned that informal agreement,
pending constitutional amendment. Furthermore the term of the PSC should be
amended so the term extends beyond the normal period of any political
administration.
Secondly, as we have already indicated, there needs to be a greater
representation of independently selected persons on statutory boards. A certain
number of positions on these boards should be advertised, so patriotic and
professional members of the public who are not politically aligned can apply.
These independent persons should be vetted and selected by the PSC.
We propose to review the Financial Administration and Audit (FAA) Act and Public
Bodies Management and Accountability (PBMA) Act to ensure that there are
effective sanctions and penalties in place for those who breach public trust. The
FAA Act was comprehensively overhauled some thirty years ago and the PBMA
was introduced some 15 years ago.
They need to be modernized to make them more responsive to current financial
management practices and procedures and take account of the loopholes
brought to light in the recent reports of the Auditor General, the Contractor
General and the deliberations of the PAAC.
Jamaica needs practical action not platitudes to deal with corruption.

8) The Environment and Climate Change
The big issue of the 21st Century which all countries will have to confront is climate
change and the protection of the environment.
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Tribute must be given here to the foresight of former Prime Minister the Most
Honourable Portia Simpson Miller who established a Ministry with specific
responsibility for Climate Change.
Confronting the reality of climate change will demand that we build Jamaica’s
resilience, adaptation and ability to maximize opportunities that arise as we focus
on protecting the environment and addressing the impact of global warming.
As a small island developing state with particular vulnerabilities, when we talk
about utilizing fiscal space, let us remember that this area is a major priority.
The next PNP Administration will:
• Strengthen our coastal defence particularly in low-lying communities –like
Port Maria, Port Royal, Portmore, Sav-la-Mar, and Lucea among others
which are highly exposed to the risk of rising sea levels need to be
protected immediately
•

Invest heavily in the recharge of our Watersheds through the diversification
of Hillside Agriculture to include fruit forests and smart timber forests.

•

Accelerate our efforts to replace fossil fuel generated energy with
renewable energy resources.

•

Engage immediately in the modernization of the Bodles Research Centre
to develop more climate resilient plant stock for key food crops.

•

Ensure greater application of urban planning to include and enforce new
standards of wastewater and sewage treatment and to begin the
restoration of our aquifers.

•

Promulgate of a National Development Order facilitated by Land Use
Policies and Regulations that will achieve transparency and fairness in how
land resources are used for commercial, residential, agricultural and forest
development.

That is why I cannot understand the eagerness of the Government to make
decisions that will compromise the Bernard Lodge aquifer.
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Equally, we must move to place a greater priority than we have in the past on
garbage collection, waste utilization and management and apply government
backed incentive programmes to unleash the innovative and entrepreneurial
potential of new scientists and business owners.
Finally, we will be unequivocal in our policy of “NO MINING IN THE COCKPIT
COUNTRY”. Rather than risking the destruction of the Cockpit country and its
invaluable water and plant resources by facilitating old industries, let us instead
see the Cockpit country as a springboard in the Development Model for a New
Jamaica.
A New Jamaica where economic life is centered on nutraceuticals,
pharmaceuticals, eco-tourism and cultural tourism.
As we pursue our development targets, we can strike a balance between
Ecology, Ecosystem and Economy.
9) Unlocking Agricultural Growth
We will never get the levels of growth that we need in Jamaica or achieve our
vison for a high income country and a New Jamaica unless we are able to
transform the agricultural sector. It comprises the second largest segment of the
labour force (20%). Nevertheless, its productivity levels and the technological
systems are largely out-dated. As a consequence, income levels are lower.
Unless we significantly raise productivity levels and incomes in the agricultural
sector, the country’s growth potential will be stymied and poverty levels will be
high.
There is another aspect of our agricultural sector which deserves special mention.
For we in Jamaica, along with the rest of the English-speaking Caribbean are
among the few societies where agriculture emerged primarily to service other
markets, rather than to provide food security for our people.
Sugar, which was king for centuries and nurtured on the basis of enslaved labour,
was produced exclusively for export. Elsewhere agriculture emerged out of the
need for humans to feed themselves.
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One of the successes of the previous PNP administration is that we were able to
take approximately US$300 million off Jamaica’s food import bill. During this
Holness-led Administration, the food import bill has grown again and for this fiscal
year is likely to be over US$1 billion.
That’s not going in the right direction and reflects, as I have said, the failure of the
government’s management of the agricultural sector. And still they continue.
How can you face such a food import bill and yet want to utilize Bernard Lodge
lands and the irrigation system in place there for non-agricultural purposes? It is a
travesty!
The agricultural transformation must have at its center a plan for national food
security. In a country where “curried goat” is basically a national dish, there is no
need for us to import sheep and call it goat. Goat can grow anywhere in
Jamaica. There is nothing that says that cheese has to come exclusively from
foreign, we can produce it here.
Imagine a country like ours where people are importing sorrel concentrate and
june plum concentrate and where you can hardly find a guava tree anymore
and people are importing soursop and coconut water from foreign.
What do we need to do?
First of all, as I’ve said we need to give titles to small farmers and incorporate them
into our plans, not as subsistence farmers, but as modern producers using up-todate technologies.
Second, we need to facilitate access to productive enterprises to the vast tracts
of agricultural lands that remain idle in government hands. This however must be
done on the basis of transparency and fair access which I must say is lacking at
the present time.
It will mean there has be a determined effort to provide the necessary
infrastructure, farm roads, irrigation and research capabilities with technology
centered, not on export crops as we did with sugar and banana, but instead
focused on soursop, naseberry and sweet sop so it finds it way not only to our
tables but also tables abroad. We need to research cassava more thoroughly
and cut down on the massive imports of wheat flour.
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We have to incentivize our research and investment in technologies for our own
sectors, not only in plants and bio-genetics, but also in modern machines and
technologies. We need to identify and fund more inventors like those who
created the sorrel picking machine. Such would be one of the areas of focus of
the Technology Innovation Fund under the next PNP Government.

The next PNP Government will also:
•

Review and transform an overly cumbersome system of regulations and
waivers which is at the heart of much “bandooloo-ism” in the agriculture
sector.

•

The system which grant licenses to import things like chicken neck, onion,
red peas and the like needs to be transparent, and needs to be changed
so that it becomes an incentive for the producers of these products to
expand their production rather than a give-away to people who are
competing against and undermining our producers.

The sector has been held back for too long by bandooloo-ism and cronyism. This
continues to this day.

10) BOOST TO BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY
We are committed to driving inclusive and significant growth and set the
foundation for a New Day for a New Jamaica so ALL Jamaicans can live a good
quality of life.
In so doing, the next PNP government will:
•

Revisit the tax code, so Jamaica is a place to do business, earn great salaries
and raise families with a standard of live and a great quality of life

•

Incentivise innovation and support new business with more access to investors
by creating an environment that rewards venture capital

•

Liberalize FinTech and blockchain technology and modernize e-commerce
legislation to facilitate the easier movement of money
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•

Lower our energy bill for the country by re engaging with our energy providers
with focus on smart cars and renewables

•

Explode the data revolution by deeper partnerships with our telecoms
providers

•

Guarantee internet access and facilitating the rise of entrepreneurship with an
open internet.

•

Partner with the Hospitality, Travel Industry with incentive support to encourage
reinvestment as we rebuild our tourism, post COVID-19 and step into a New
Day in Jamaica.
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CONCLUSION
Mr Speaker,
Like many Jamaicans, I often reflect on the words of our National Anthem. A
prayer to our Eternal Father asking for blessings on our beloved homeland and for
our Leaders to be granted wisdom from above. It also sets out the clear request
“give us Vision, lest we perish”.
Good leaders must have the ability to scan the horizons, identify risks, draw on the
collective experiences of our people and determine solutions that benefit every
single citizen and our nation.
As we face the uncertainties and fear from the Coronavirus, I know that with
God’s help, unity of purpose and lessons learned from our past experiences,
Jamaica will survive.
Mr. Speaker, what history has taught is that:
•

We do better when we find common cause as a nation, especially in times
of crisis.

•

We need all hands-on deck not just the political parties, but all
stakeholders.

•

We need to mobilize our citizens from every nook and cranny of Jamaica from every single group throughout the society.

AND importantly –
•

We need to provide clear, concise and useable information in a timely manner
that informs the public on its roles and responsibilities.

That was the lesson from the Economic Reform Programme and the value of
EPOC.
We know that transparency and good governance strengthen a country.
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Therefore, Mr Speaker – as we confront the challenges of social transformation
and building a New Day for a New Jamaica, everyone, from the Executive, the
Parliament, leaders across all sectors and all of our people must be included.
We have to find a way to refuel that passion and dedication that powered the
determination of our forefathers and foremothers.
With that inheritance, if we utilize the resources of our country and the
resourcefulness of our people we can attain even greater success and wealth.
We must create an economic and social structure and put people and the
people’s interest at the heart of our concerns.
•

That is why we are going to end the two-tiered educational system,
Jamaica’s “educational apartheid”

•

That is why we are going to undertake the most massive land titling efforts
ever seen in the history of this country.

•

That is why we will make it easier for Jamaicans to hold a key to their own
home.

•

That is why we will make it easier for Jamaicans to establish sustainable and
successful businesses and enterprise.
That is why we are going to make easier, ways for students to finance their
tertiary and post-secondary education.

•

•

That is why through creative and affirmative policies we will make it easier
for tertiary graduates to repay loans obtained in furtherance of their studies.

•

That is why we going to protect workers and change the legislation to
protect contract workers so that they can secure certain benefits

•

That is why we are going to consolidate government standards and
sanction those who break the rules, whether board members, or high public
officials
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•

That is why we are going to protect our environment and improve the
health and wellness of all citizens

•

That is why we will restore the bonds of trust between citizens and the
government

•

That is why we will do better, fight harder and work smarter to create a
Jamaica that works for all

•

That is why we will assure every citizen that if you work hard and if you have
ambition you can achieve anything in Jamaica.

We are ready to build a New Jamaica. A Jamaica that works for all, not just a
few.
As the Psalmist says:
“The Lord is our light and our salvation; whom shall we fear? The Lord is the strength
of our life; of whom shall we be afraid?”
Let us remember the Almighty Power of God who leads forth in beauty over all
this fair land, Be thou our ruler, guardian, guide and stay.
It would be of comfort to our god-fearing people if this country was to declare a
National Day of Prayer at a time such as this. I propose to write to his Excellency
the Governor General, hopefully with the support of the Prime Minster, that he
declares such a day.
As I close, let us recall the prayer of our National Anthem:
Eternal Father, Bless our Land
Guard us with thy mighty hand
Keep us free from evil powers
Be our light through countless hours.

May God keep everyone safe and bless Jamaica and her people.
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