
PRiME MiNiSTER the 
most hon. Andrew 
holness is appealing 

for Jamaicans to stay calm 
amid the threat of the spread 
of the novel coronavirus 
(CoVID-19). 

      “While concern and fear 
are natural human reactions, 
there is no need for panic, 
hysteria, panic-mongering or 
spreading misinformation. 
This will only detract from the 
efforts of the Government 
and redirect time and pre-
cious resources to correcting 
false information and resolving 
unnecessary disputes,” he 
said. 
      he assured that the 
Government “will provide 
accurate and verified infor-

mation in a timely manner on 
all pertinent matters relating 
to CoVID-19”.  
      The Prime minister, in a 
presentation at the office of 
the Prime minister, assured 
Jamaicans that the Gov-     
ernment is taking the neces-
sary steps to deal with the    
situation and urged persons 
not to start panicking. 

      so far, the Government 
has placed a ban on all social 
gatherings requiring permits. 
In addition all public schools 
are closed for 14 days, effec-
tive march 13 and this will be 
reviewed after 10 days. 
      As for churches, funerals, 
weddings and other social 
gatherings that do not require 
a permit, the Prime minister is 

urging that discretion be 
exercised and that persons 
adhere to the necessary     
precautions that have been 
recommended to protect 
against the spread of the 
virus. 
      Jamaica also closed its 
Consulate General in new York, 
and the consular departments 
in Washington DC and London. 
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Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) addressing a press conference at 
Jamaica House on March 12. Standing beside him is Minister of Finance and the Public 
Service, Dr. the Hon. Nigel Clarke.

mInIsTer of health and 
Wellness, Dr. the hon. 
Christopher Tufton, says 
wards at 19 hospitals will      
be retrofitted to house 
patients with the corona-
virus (CoVID-19).  
      he said that the manage-
ment of the facilities “were 
asked to identify a ward that 
will be vacated and retrofitted 
to become a CoVID-19 ward 
and that would include levels 
of isolation”.  
      Dr. Tufton was responding 
to questions posed by 
opposition spokesperson on 
health, Dr. morais Guy, fol-
lowing a statement on the 
virus in the house of repre-
sentatives on march 12.  
       he said the areas will be 
equipped with appropriate 
infrastructure, ventilators and 
intensive care unit (ICu) beds, 
which, he noted, are being 
procured.  
      “We are making some 
provisions to see how we can 
remove certain nonessential 
patients on the wards, and 
there will be others who can 
be treated from home so we 
can make these wards avail-
able. These measures are 
being put in place, if and when 
we need them,” he said. 

      Jamaica has reported 
confirmed cases of the 
CoVID-19 to date. The virus 
has been declared a pan-
demic by the World health 
organization (Who).  
      meanwhile, the ministry 
has provided additional tele-
phone numbers that persons 
can call to acquire inform-
ation and make reports 
regarding the novel corona-
virus (CoVID-19). 
      These are: 888-754-
7792; 876-542-5998; 876-
542-6007; and 876-542-6006, 
and are in addition to the 
888-one-LoVe (663-5683) 
toll-free number. 

Wards at 19 Hospitals to  
be Retrofitted for Covid-19  
Patients

Minister of Health and 
Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher Tufton

Gov’t Announces $18 Billion  
in Tax Cuts

The GoVernmenT has 
allocated $7 billion in contin-
gency funding towards tack-
ling the novel coronavirus 
(CoVID-19). 
      minister of finance and 
the Public service, Dr. the 
hon. nigel Clarke, made the 
announcement as he opened 
the 2020/21 Budget Debate 
in the house of repre-     
sentatives on march 11. 
      Dr. Clarke said the funds 
will provide for any contin-
gency “as necessary, to pro-
tect the Jamaican people 
from the health and economic 
impact. This is a contin-
gency; it is preparation”.  
      he noted that within      
the contingency funding, the 
Government is prepared       
to consider other health, and 
social protection; as well as  
security, economic or other 
temporary cash flow relief 

expenditure should conditions      
deteriorate.     
      “The Government is pre-
pared should the need 
arise… and effecting the use 
of this contingency will 
require a supplementary 
budget to be submitted and 
passed by Parliament,” Dr. 
Clarke said. 
      “We hope the situation 
does not deteriorate to the 
extent that the contingency 
will be required, but if it 
does, we are prepared. We 
are in a much stronger      
position today to withstand 
global shocks than we       
have ever been before,” he 
added. 
      According to the World 
health organization (Who), 
coronaviruses are a family of 
viruses known to cause res-
piratory illnesses ranging in 
severity from the common 

cold to middle eastern 
respiratory syndrome (mers) 

and sudden Acute res-  
piratory syndrome (sArs).  

Gov’t Sets Aside $7B in Contingency Funding for Covid-19

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Dr. the Hon. 
Nigel Clarke 

reDuCTIon of the Gen-
eral Consumption Tax (GCT) 
rate from 16.5 per cent to 15 
per cent is among $18 mil-
lion in tax cuts announced 
by the Government. 
      The objective is to stim-
ulate economic activity and 
to continue the reform of the 
tax system towards greater 
levels of equity, efficiency 
and simplicity. 
      The GCT cut, effective 
April 1, 2020, will result in 
potential revenue loss to the 
Government of $13.96 billion. 
      “A cut in the rate of GCT 
will leave more disposable 
income in the economy, 
which will boost economic 
activity, which would benefit 
all households and firms,” 
minister of finance and the 
Public service, Dr. the hon. 

nigel Clarke said, as he 
opened the 2020/21 Budget 
Debate in the house of 
representatives on march 10. 
      Dr. Clarke also informed 
of a reduction in the assets 
tax rate from 0.250 per cent 
to 0.125 per cent, effective 
in the next assessment year. 
      This will result in a 
potential revenue loss of 
$3.02 billion. 
      Also announced was 
new income tax credit of 
$375,000 for companies 
(regulated and unregulated), 
with annual sales/revenue 
less than or equal to $500 
million. 
      This measure is expected 
to result in potential revenue 
loss of $1 billion and is 
effective for the year of 
assessment 2020. 

CAC Urges Retailers to Stop Excessive Pricing of Cleaning Products

All public 
schools are 
closed for  
14 days,  
effective  

March 13 and 
this will be 

reviewed after 
10 days. 

The Consumer Affairs Com- 
mission (CAC) is encouraging 
consumers to avoid panic 
buying while taking the nec-
essary precautions to protect 
themselves against contract-
ing the novel coronavirus 
(CoVID 19).  
      In a release, the CAC 
noted that the Government 

met with the manufacturers 
and distributors of anti-viral 
and/or disinfectant products 
and has been assured that 
there are adequate products 
in stock to supply the market 
for two to three months. 
      Additionally, manufacturers 
have increased production to 
meet the current demand.  

      retailers are therefore 
advised to stop the excessive 
pricing of cleaning products. 
      Consumers are being 
asked to send in their 
receipts to the Commission 
in the instances where they 
have experienced significant 
increases in the price of 
cleaning commodities.  
      Chief executive officer    
at the CAC Dolsie Allen, is 
urging consumers, not to 
panic and purchase more 
than they need.  
      “When you do, this 
affects how much product is 
in circulation and can possi-
bly put us all in vulnerable 
positions because you may 
have but your neighbour 
does not, and this could       
possibly mean that you can 
become infected,” mrs. Allen 
said.  
      she also advised con-
sumers that there are alterna-
tives to the branded prod-
ucts, pointing out that bleach 
is a good product, which 

requires staying on surfaces 
a little longer to be just as 
effective.  

Chief Executive Officer, Consumer Affairs Commission, 
Mrs. Dolsie Allen

New Member of Parliament for South East Clarendon, Pearnel Charles Jr (left), 
signs the Oath Book after he was sworn in as a Member of Parliament during 
the sitting of the House of Representatives on March 12. At right is Clerk of 
the Houses of Parliament, Heather Cooke.
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