
PRIME MINISTER the 
Most Hon. Andrew 
Holness says anti-

harassment initiatives and 
security measures will be 
implemented at Port royal, 
Kingston, to ensure a safe 
and hassle-free environment 
for tourists. 
      “We are not going to 
allow this new tourist desti-
nation to descend into chaos. 
We are not going to tolerate 
harassment and public dis-
order in this area and i am 
relying on the security forces to 
put in place the preventative 
measures, so that it doesn’t 
occur,” he said. 
      Mr. Holness was speaking 
at a meeting with represen-
tatives from the Port 
Authority of Jamaica, the 
Urban Development Cor-
poration, the security forces 
and other stakeholders 
regarding the development 
of Port royal, at Jamaica 
House, in st. Andrew, on 
January 8. 
      A cruise port terminal is 
being developed in the        

historic town, creating a plat-
form for a thriving cruise 
tourist destination. the first 
vessel is slated to dock later 
this month. 
      Port royal is one of the 
most fascinating locations in 
the entire Caribbean, with well 

over 500 years of incredible 
history, full of the most inter-
esting characters to have 
ever lived. 
      the Prime Minister said 
the preventative measures 
will allow for the protection of 
the country, while ensuring 

continued growth and sus-
tainability of the tourism sector 
as well as a safe and com-
fortable environment for visitors. 
      the development of the 
area also involves restoration 
of key monuments in the     
historic town. 

PM  Urges Agency Heads to Pursue  
Growth-Inducing Projects

Port Royal Will Be Safe and 
Hassle-Free for Tourists
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NSWMA  Workers Recognised

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre) addresses a stakeholder 
meeting on the development of Port Royal, at Jamaica House on January 8. Listening 
keenly (from left) are: Minister of Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport, Hon. 
Olivia Grange; and Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of Economic Growth and 
Job Creation, Hon. Daryl Vaz.

PSOJ to Forge Partnerships with Gov’t and NGOs  
to Help Reduce Crime

Operations Director at the National Solid Waste Management Authority 
(NSWMA), Aretha McFarlane (left),  presents a Certificate of Commendation to 
NSWMA sanitation worker, Earlston Ellis, on January 7, at the Courtleigh Hotel 
in Kingston, during the agency’s Directors/Managers meeting.

PriMe Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness has 
urged heads of agencies 
under the Ministry of 
economic Growth and Job 
Creation to focus on devel-
oping fresh, innovative proj-
ects guaranteed to generate 
higher levels of sustainable 
inclusive economic growth 
for Jamaica. 
      “We need to now start 
thinking of game-changing, 
innovative and large proj-
ects. Let’s look at projects 
that could solve our water 
problem, our energy prob-
lem and our transportation 
problems at the same time,” 
he suggested. 
      the Prime Minister was 
addressing a meeting of 
heads of agencies with 
responsibility for the Min-
istry’s water, housing and 
infrastructure portfolios, at 
the Knutsford Court Hotel in 
new Kingston on January 8. 
      Mr. Holness challenged 
the representatives “to start 
thinking out of the box”, noting 
that “we have to start to now 
explore, research and develop, 
[and] entertain new thinking”. 
      Mr. Holness advised 
that in order to initiate such 
game-changing, innovative 

projects, “there has to be 
greater cross-fertilisation of 
ideas”. 
      “What i notice is that 
many agencies have good 
projects. But those projects 
could be enhanced if there 
were greater coordination 
and the willingness to work 
together and not in silos,” he 
contended. 
      Meanwhile, the Prime 
Minister said persons spear-
heading the execution of 
projects have a responsibility 
to ensure these engagements 
are completed on time and 
within budget. 

Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness

PrivAte seCtor orga-
nisation of Jamaica (PsoJ) 
President, Keith Duncan, 
says the entity is looking to 
forge partnerships with the 
Government and non-govern- 
mental organisations (nGos), 
to channel resources into 
under-served communities, 
as part of efforts to reduce 
crime. 
      speaking at the launch 
of the PsoJ’s 2020-2022 
strategy on January 9, at the 
organisation’s head office in 
new Kingston, Mr. Duncan 
noted that the level of crime 
and violence in Jamaica has, 
over the years, risen to      
“crisis proportions”. 
      Mr. Duncan said data 
indicates that there are at 
least 21 under-served com-
munities contributing to over 
70 per cent of Jamaica’s 
crime statistics, and against 
this background, cited the 
need for greater PsoJ inter-
vention through collaborative 
corporate social responsibility 
efforts to direct much-    
needed resources into these 
areas. 

      “We now need to focus 
on this, as we are building 
out our national security 
efforts. We now need to 
guide resources into these 
depressed communities to 
ensure that we are building 
our people, their capacity 
and their ability to actively 
participate in our economy,” 
the President said. 

      “this is what we mean 
when we talk about inclu-
sionary growth,” Mr. Duncan 
said, while emphasising that 
it is an area that has to be 
addressed. 
      Among the other areas 
on which the PsoJ will be 
placing strategic focus over 
the next two years are: 

human capital development, 
ease of doing business, 
increasing direct investments, 
corruption, and environmental 
sustainability. 

Gov’t to Roll Out Free Wi-Fi in Sam Sharpe Square on January 24
tHe GovernMent will be 
rolling out free secured 
internet access (Wi-fi) in 
sam sharpe square, 
Montego Bay, st. James, on 
friday, January 24. 
      Mayor of Montego Bay, 
Councillor Homer Davis, 
made the announcement at 

the monthly meeting of the 
st. James Municipal Cor-
poration, on January 9. 
      the installation will be 
undertaken by the Universal 
service fund (Usf), an 
agency of the Ministry of 
science, energy and tech-
nology, at a ceremony to be 

held at the historic sam 
sharpe square. 
      science, energy and 
technology Minister, Hon. 
fayval Williams, as well as 
Chief executive officer 
(Ceo) at the Usf, Daniel 
Dawes, are expected to par-
ticipate in the ceremony. 

      in an interview with JIS 
News, Mayor Davis said the 
initiative will positively trans-
form the lives of residents, 
by providing an avenue for 
them to connect, create oppor- 
tunities and communicate. 
      “Persons who sometimes 
have a difficulty in getting the 

service of Wi-fi, especially in 
rural st. James, when they 
are in Montego Bay, they can 
come to sam sharpe square 
and have that access to    
communicate, whether by 
WhatsApp, whether by email 
or whatever mode they so 
choose,’’ he said. 

      other public Wi-fi hot-
spots already in operation 
include: Half-Way tree, st. 
William Grant Park, olympic 
Way, Devon House and 
emancipation Park in Kingston; 
the Cecil Charlton Park, in 
Mandeville, and also in 
Junction, st. elizabeth. 

Private Sector Organisation of Jamaica (PSOJ) President, 
Keith Duncan (left), responds to questions during the 
launch of the PSOJ’s 2020-2022 Strategy on January 9. 
The event was held at the entity’s head office in New 
Kingston. At right is PSOJ Chief Executive Officer, Makeba 
Bennett-Easy.

35 Houses to be Built for Needy Families by March 31

Minister of Local Gov-    
ernment and Community 
Development, Hon. Desmond 
McKenzie, says that 35 
houses will be delivered to 
indigent persons by the end 
of the financial year on 
March 31. 
      “We are making a differ-
ence; we will continue to 
improve the infrastructure for 
those who are in need,” the 
Minister said, adding that the 
Poor relief Department is 
being strengthened to improve 
service delivery. 
      He was speaking at the 
ceremony to break ground 

for the construction of a house 
for a needy family in Anchovy, 
Portland, on January 7. 
      the dwelling is among 
two to be built in the parish 
over the next two months at 
a total cost of $4.6 million. 
the other unit, to be con-
structed at Long road, will 
bring the number of houses 
delivered to beneficiaries 
across the island to date to 
29. 
      Construction of the 
other six will commence 
soon. 
      the Minister said that 
the indigent housing project 

is one way in which the 
country is showing appre-
ciation to persons who have 
made significant contribution 
to the society and have fallen 
on hard times. 
      “i am encouraging the 
community to support them 
and to work with them and 
ensure that these houses 
that we are putting up, they 
will enjoy it to the maximum,” 
he said. 
      the units will be fully    
furnished and fitted with 
1,000-gallon water storage 
tanks. 

Minister of Local Government and Community Development, Hon. Desmond McKenzie 
(left), is joined by Mayor of Port Antonio, Councillor Paul Thompson; and Member      
of Parliament for Eastern Portland, Ann-Marie Vaz, in breaking ground for the    
construction of  a house for a needy family in the community of Long Road, Portland, 
on January 7.
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