
The PassPoRT, immigration 
and citizenship agency 
(Pica) online passport renewal 
application process for adults 
is now operational. 
      To use the system, cus-
tomers need to log on             
to Pica’s website at 
www.pica.gov.jm and begin 
the process from any location 
in the world any hour of the day. 
      once applicants log on 
to the system, they will also 
need their expired passport, 
their Jamaican citizenship 
document, a digital passport-
sized photograph stored on 
computer, a valid visa or 
master card for payment, a 
valid and working email 
address to receive system-
generated messages and a 
portable data format (PDF) 
reader. 

      applicants using the 
service can also opt to have 
their passports delivered 
directly to them wherever 
they are in the world, courtesy 
of a partnership between 
Pica and DhL. 

      The system was intro-
duced during a launch cere-
mony at the Jamaica Pegasus 
hotel in New Kingston, on 
December 11. 

      speaking at the launch, 
chief executive officer, 
Pica, andrew Wynter, said 
the online adult passport 
renewal system will enhance 
service delivery to Pica’s 
customers, in particular, persons 
in the Jamaican diaspora, by 
significantly reducing the 
turnaround time for receiving 
their passport. 
      he further informed that 
measures have been imple-
mented to ensure that  
customer information is safe-
guarded by the agency’s icT, 
in partnership with e-Gov 
and other entities. 
      The initiative forms part 
of the Government’s drive to 
modernise and transform the 
public sector, while making it 
more efficient and responsive. 

PRIME MINISTER the 
most hon. andrew 
holness is assuring 

the nation that the Gov-     
ernment remains resolute in 
dealing with the issue of crime.  
      The Prime minister’s 
assurance comes after the 
recent killing of persons in 
Kitson Town, st. catherine 
and Kingston. 
      mr. holness said while 
the Government has increased 
resources to law enforcement, 
the only way for Jamaica to 
see consistent reductions in 

crime is for a partnership 
between all Jamaicans and 
the state. 
      “crime impacts all of us 
and we grieve with… all 
Jamaicans who have lost 
loved ones. The Government 
will continue to build out the 
intelligence and investigative 
capabilities. We are seeing 
progress in many areas, but 
we cannot relent,” the Prime 
minister said. 
      he added that recent 
convictions demonstrate that 

there is an improvement in 
the work of the police. 
      “We now have cases 
before the court against 
dozens of gangs, an unprece- 
dented development. We just 
saw the conviction of one of 
the most notorious gang-
sters in spanish Town and 
one of his cronies is before    
the courts,” mr. holness     
stated.  
      While there are chal-
lenges in the fight against 
crime, better days are ahead 
the Prime minister asserted. 
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miNisTeR oF Finance and 
the Public service, Dr. the 
hon. Nigel clarke says he is 
pleased with the upgrade of 
Jamaica’s credit rating.   
      moody’s Ratings agency, 
on December 11, upgraded 
the Government of Jam-
aica’s (GoJ) long-term issuer 
and senior unsecured ratings 
to B2 from B3, with an out-
look of stable.  
      “Today Jamaica enjoys 
hard-earned macro-economic 
stability which previously 
eluded us for over three 
decades. We must protect 
this with everything we have. 
[The] upgrade underscores 
the importance of GoJ’s 
commitment to sustained 
economic reform,” Dr. clarke 
stated. 
      according to moody’s, 
the rating upgrade reflected 
the GoJ’s steady “track 
record of improved fiscal          
policy management” achieved 
through its resolute commit-
ment to fiscal consolidation 
which helped in sustaining 
continued improvements in 
the country’s economic 
resilience and debt ratios.  
      With respect to Jamaica’s 
debt dynamics, reduced  gross 
borrowing requirements, 
lengthened average maturity 
of the debt stock and reducing 
cost of debt were viewed as 
strong drivers for the 
upgrade. 

      Key structural reforms to 
strengthen Jamaica’s macro-
economic framework, partic-
ularly, the move to inflation 
targeting that enabled the 
Bank of Jamaica to ease 
monetary policy, stimulating 
demand for credit and sup-
porting a pickup in credit 
growth, also contributed to 
the upgrade.  
      moody’s also recognised 
the steps taken by the GoJ 
to strengthen its fiscal 
resilience against natural  
disasters by developing a 
disaster risk financing policy 
with strategies to cover 
immediate financing needs 
arising from weather-related 
events.  
      The change in outlook 
from positive to stable was 
based on expectations that 
these macro-economic and 
debt dynamics improve-
ments will be sustained.  

Japan Provides Maritime Vessels to Jamaica
Jamaica is to receive a 
major boost to maritime 
security operation. 
      Prime minister the most 
hon. andrew holness, on 
December 12, signed an 
exchange of note with the 
Prime minister of Japan, 
shinzo abe, which will see 
Japan providing maritime 
patrol vessels to Jamaica. 
      speaking at a Joint 
Press conference held in 
Tokyo, mr. holness said the 
vessels will significantly 
enhance Jamaica’s mar-
itime security and disaster 
response capabilities.  
      Prime minister holness 
also signed a double taxa-
tion convention between 
Jamaica and Japan to 
encourage trade and invest-
ment between the two 
countries. 

      meanwhile, during bilat-
eral discussion which was 
held ahead of the press 
conference, mr. holness 
and Prime minister abe dis-
cussed the scope of 
Jamaica-Japan relations 
and shared visions to 
advance engagements for 
mutual benefit. 
      “For over five decades, 
Japan has been a major 
partner and genuine friend 
to Jamaica. Japan has con-
sistently demonstrated its 
friendship…in numerous 
ways including through 
technical and economic 
programmes and volunteer 
missions in diverse areas. 
      “We are deeply grateful         
for these contributions to 
our national development 
efforts,” mr. holness said. 

      he also acknowledged 
the strong support that 
Japan has been providing 
for Jamaica and other small 
island Developing states     

of the caribbean region,        
to develop climate-resilient 
communities, adaptations 
strategies, and techno-
logies. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) 
greets Prime Minister of Japan, Shinzo Abe on 
December 12, during his working visit to the country. 

President of the Jamaica Civil Service Association (JCSA), O’Neil Grant (3rd 
left); the JCSA’s 1st Vice President, Techa Clarke-Griffiths (2nd right), and 
Race Director of the JCSA Centenary Charity Grand Prix 5K Run/Walk, Allan 
Beckford (left), with the beneficiaries of the proceeds of the run/walk (from 
left) Deputy Chief Executive Officer at Kingston Public Hospital, Diane 
McIsaacs; Acting Parish Manager at St. Ann’s Bay  Health Department, Arlene 
Mighty, and Parish Administrator for the Westmoreland Health Department, 
Claudia Watson, at the handover ceremony at JACISERA Park in Kingston, on 
December 12. The other recipient is the Mandeville Health Centre in 
Manchester.  The JSCA, donated $100,000 each to the health facilities.

Chief Executive Officer, Passport, Immigration and Citizenship Agency (PICA), Andrew 
Wynter  (right), converses with (from left) Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Ambassador Marcia Yvette Gilbert-Roberts; 
Commercial Manager, DHL Express, Michelle Andrew; Senior Vice President, 
Corporate and Commercial Banking, Scotiabank, Perrin Gayle; and Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of National Security, Dianne McIntosh, at the official launch 
of the agency’s online adult passport renewal application system, at the Jamaica 
Pegasus hotel in New Kingston, on December  11.

JCSA Donates $400,000 to Four Health Facilities

Adults Can Now Renew Passports Online

Jamaica Improves Ranking in 2019 Human  
Development Index
Jamaica has been placed 
in the high human develop-
ment category with a ranking of 
96 out of 189 countries and 
territories in the United 
Nations 2019 human Devel- 
opment index (hDi) Report.  
      This is an improvement 
over the country’s ranking of 
97 in 2018. 
      Published annually by the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) the hDi 
report is the globally accepted 
standard for measuring and 
assessing development pro-
gress and is a valued tool for 
national planning. 
      The Report presents the 
hDi ranking for 189 countries 
according to life expectancy, 
mean years and expected years 
of schooling, and standard of 
living as measured by Gross 
National income (GNi) per 
capita. 
      The 2019 report, unveiled 
globally on December 9, was 
shared locally during a cere-
mony at UNDP Jamaica’s 

country office in Kingston. 
      highlighting key findings 
as it relates to Jamaica, UNDP 
Programmes specialist, Richard 
Kelly, said the report shows 
that “the country is registering 
progress” in human develop-
ment trends. 
      Between 1990 and 2018, 
Jamaica’s hDi value increased 

by 13.2 per cent, moving from 
0.641 in 1990 to 0.726 in 2018. 
      “Between 1990 and 2018, 
Jamaica’s life expectancy at 
birth increased by 1.2 years; 
mean years of schooling 
increased by 3.9 years; and 
expected years of 
schooling increased 
by 1.9 years,” he said. 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Programmes 
Specialist, Richard Kelly (foreground), reveals the findings 
of the United Nations 2019 Human Development Index 
(HDI) Report during a ceremony at UNDP Jamaica’s country 
office in Kingston on December 9. Looking on (from left) 
are University of the West Indies (UWI) student and Model 
UN Delegate, Matthew McHayle, and Global Youth Leader 
and Development Policy Specialist, Tijani Christian.

The online adult 
passport renewal 

system will enhance 
service delivery to 
PICA’s customers, 

in particular, persons 
 in the Jamaican 

diaspora.

Minister of Finance and the 
Public Service, Dr. the Hon. 
Nigel Clarke

Bulletin Dec. 16, 2019.qxp_Layout 1  13/12/2019  4:24 PM  Page 1


