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PRIME MINISTER the  
most hon. andrew 
holness says the Gov- 

ernment is fully committed to 
investing in cleaner energy 
sources as a way of protecting 
the environment while making 
the economy more com-     
petitive. 
      mr. holness, who was 
giving the keynote address at 
the inauguration of Paradise 
Park Solar Farm in Savanna-
la-mar, Westmoreland, on 
October 2, said it is against 
this background that his 
administration continues to 
encourage investments in 
renewables and why he 
remains convinced that they 
are now an integral part of the 
country’s economic future. 
      “The Jamaica National 
energy Policy 2009-2030 
requires that Jamaica realises 
its energy resource potential 
through the development of 
renewable energy sources and 
enhances its international com-
petitiveness in energy security, 
whilst reducing its carbon      

footprint,” mr. holness pointed 
out. 
      “The proposed target of 
20 per cent in the renewable 
energy mix by 2030, in my 
opinion, was not ambitious 
enough, so i raised the target. 
i raised it as more of a chal-

lenge to the players in the 
sector and that we should be at 
least 30 per cent by 2030… 
and even that i think is putting 
my hat where i know we can 
reach,” he added. 
       mr. holness said that it 
was within that context that     

he raised the challenge        
even further, noting that it is 
well within the realm of possi-
bilities that the country could 
get to 50 per cent of renew-
ables, 30 per cent above the 
original projection, by 2030. 
 

Gov’t Committed to Investing 
in Cleaner Energy Sources

Jamaican’s Will Soon Be Able to Own Shares in Trans-Jamaican Highway

Just Over Three Million Visitors  
Since January
TOUriSm miNiSTer, hon. 
edmund Bartlett, says 
Jamaica has welcomed just 
over three million visitors 
since the start of the year. 
       This, he notes, includes 
approximately 1.9 million 
stopover visitors and just 
over one million cruise-ship 
passengers. 
       additionally, the minister 
said the resulting earnings 
are up 10.2 per cent, and on 
course to surpass the pro-
jected year-end target of 
US$3.7 billion. 
       he was speaking at a 
media briefing held at the 
ministry’s New Kingston 
offices on October 1. 
       mr. Bartlett said the out-
turn for stopover arrivals 
represents an increase of 
150,000 or some 8.6 per 
cent over the corresponding 
period in 2018, describing 
this as a “really impressive 
performance”. 
       he said the out-turns 
put Jamaica “firmly on track 
to meet and exceed our end 
of year targets… notwith-
standing the fallout from 
cruise ship arrivals”.  

       “We [also believe we] 
will still be able to make our 
targets, insofar as the ‘5x5x5’ 
key performance indicators 
(KPis) that we have estab-
lished are concerned,” the 
minister added. 
       The ministry’s 5x5x5 
growth agenda aims to 
attract five million tourists by 
2021; generate US$5 billion 
in earnings; increase total 
direct jobs to 125,000 and 
add 15,000 hotel rooms.  

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre) listens to Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of Paradise Park Solar Farm in Westmoreland, Romain Desrousseaux,        
during a tour on October 2.  At left is Minister of Science, Energy and Technology, Hon. 
Fayval Williams. 

memBerS OF the public will 
soon be able to purchase 
shares in Trans-Jamaican 
highway limited (TJh), 
which owns and operates the 
country’s toll-road network. 
      minister of Finance and 
the Public Service, Dr. the 
hon. Nigel clarke, said the 
Government, through State 
entity the National road 
Operating and constructing 
company (NrOcc), has an 
agreement with TJh’s over-
seas-based principal parent 
companies, Bouyges con-
struction concessions and 
Vinci, both headquartered in 
France, to acquire ownership 
of the firm. 
      he noted that due to the 
parent companies’ corporate 
objectives and policy, and 
“their view of [toll] conces-
sions, going forward, the 
opportunity has arisen for a 
transition in ownership”. 
      “But NrOcc has negoti-
ated on the basis that, upon 
that acquisition, Trans-Jamaican 

highway will become avail-
able to the public to invest in, 
via an initial Public Offer 
(iPO). The Government has 
no plans to own Trans-
Jamaican highway for any 
length of time,” Dr. clarke said. 
      he was speaking during 
a ceremony at the Jamaica 

Pegasus hotel in New Kingston 
on Thursday (October 3), where 
the announcement was made. 
      Dr. clarke said the TJh 
iPO is likely to be the largest 
undertaken in Jamaica, sur-
passing that of Wigton 
Windfarm limited, which was 
executed earlier this year. 
      “it’s a very exciting 
phase of Jamaica’s develop-
ment… and we are ensuring 
that awareness is built and 

that this iPO is one that 
everybody has the opportunity 
to participate in,” he added. 

Tourism Minister, Hon. 
Edmund Bartlett, addresses 
journalists during a media 
briefing at the Ministry’s 
New Kingston offices, on 
October 1.

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Dr. the Hon. 
Nigel Clarke (right); and National Road Operating and 
Constructing Company (NROCC) Chairman, Phillip 
Henriques (centre), listen to Bouyges Construction 
Concessions’ Chief Operating Officer, Charles Paradis 
(left), during a ceremony at the Jamaica Pegasus hotel 
held on October 3.

aPPrOximaTely $1 billion 
in savings to the Govern-
ment has been realised from 
the rationalisation of public 
bodies to date. 
      executive Director of 
the Transformation imple-
mentation Unit (TiU) in the 
ministry of Finance and       
the Public Service, maria 
Thompson Walters, made 
the disclosure at a JiS Think 
Tank on October 2. 
      She said that the 
finance team “is working to 
create a model to track 
those savings back into the 
consolidated Fund… in an 
effort to ensure that the extra 
funds are available to deal 
with areas such as health, 
security and education”. 
      mrs. Thompson Walters 
said that 30 public bodies 
have been rationalised to 
date, with plans in place for 
another 18 entities to be 
merged or reintegrated into 
their parent ministries by the 
end of the calendar year. 
      These include the merger 
of the Fair Trading com-
mission (FTc) and the 
consumer affairs commission 
(cac); closure of National 
energy Solutions (NeSol) 
and the integration of those 

functions into the ministry of 
Science, energy and Tech-
nology; and the integration 
of the Golden age home 
into the ministry of local 
Government and community 
Development. 
      among the objectives of 
the rationalisation process are 
to ensure greater efficiency 
and effectiveness in public-
sector service delivery, reduce 
costs, and improve gover-
nance. 
      “it will make things 
more efficient and ensure 
that employees are paid 
properly,” mrs. Thompson 
Walters said. 

The Jamaica Business 
Development corporation 
(JBDc) has signed three 
memoranda of understanding 
(mOUs) for the establishment 
of three new Small Business 
Development centres (SBDcs). 
      The mOUs were signed 
at the JBDc’s corporate office 
in Kingston, on October 1,     

with the college of agri-        
culture, Science and education 
(caSe); University of Tech-
nology (UTech); and edna 
manley college of the Visual 
and Performing arts. 
      SBDcs are the central 
source of technical and     
managerial support for     
micro, small and medium-

sized enterprises (mSmes) 
locally. 
      Speaking at the signing 
ceremony, chief executive 
Officer (ceO) of the JBDc, 
Valerie Veira, said the organi-
sation is continuing its man-
date of increasing the avail-
ability of business development 

services to mSmes across 
the island.  
      “The Government has 
put an important focus on the 
SBDc model being imple-
mented in Jamaica, so it is a 
deliverable for the JBDc that 
is national, and it is a very 
serious initiative that we want 
to be driven by powerhouses 
such as these organisations 
at the table,” she added.  
      ms. Veira told JIS News 
that partnering with these 
institutions is critical to growing 
businesses locally through 
research.  
      “in the United States, the 
universities contribute signifi-
cantly to the advancement of 
business, so research and 
provision of data is a key part 
of driving the process, and 
this is why i am particularly 
excited that we have tertiary 
institutions that have joined 
the network,” she said. 
      With the signing of the 
new mOU, there will be 13 
SBDcs across the island.  
 

Chief Executive Officer, Jamaica Business Development Corporation (JBDC), Valerie Veira 
(second right), signs memoranda of understanding (MOUs) with (from left) University of 
Technology Vice President, Professor Colin Gyles; Small Business Development Centre 
Network Manager, JBDC, Dionne Palmer, and Edna Manley College of the Visual and 
Performing Arts Vice Principal, Administration & Resource Development, Kerry-Ann 
Henry, at the JBDC in Kingston, on October 1

Approximately $1B Saved from  
Rationalisation of Public Bodies

Executive Director of the 
Transformation Implemen-
tation Unit (TIU), Ministry 
of Finance and the Public 
Service, Maria Thompson 
Walters 

JBDC Signs MoUs for More SBDCS

Three Million Tree Initiative Launched

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) assists Zaire Quest, student at the 
Jamaica House Basic School, in planting the Jamaican Mahogany, on the lawns of 
Jamaica House on October 4. This was done as part of the National Tree Planting Day 
Ceremony. Assisting is Chief Executive Officer and Conservator of Forests, Forestry 
Department, Marilyn Headley (left).
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