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PRIME MINISTER the 
Most hon. Andrew 
holness, says the 

interests of all stakeholders in 
the Greater Bernard Lodge 
Development in st. Catherine 
will be safeguarded. 
      he assured that under the 
project’s master plan, all of the 
issues raised “will be taken 
into consideration and the 
appropriate mitigation done”. 
      These include environ-
mental sustainability, municipal 
matters pertaining to roads 
and drainage infrastructure; 
and displacement of agricul-
tural holdings.  
      “The concerns raised are 
legitimate. But it doesn’t 
mean that they are fatal to the 
project… (because) there are 
ways to mitigate these…. and 
the Government has that in 
the forefront of its mind, in its 
planning and execution of the 
project,” the Prime Minister said. 
      he was speaking with 
journalists following a tour of 
the project area on October 16. 

      The project, which was 
originally slated for develop-
ment on some 4,677 acres of 
land located between 
spanish Town and Portmore, 
will now be built out on over 

5,000 acres, consequent on 
the addition of 1,300 acres for 
agricultural activities. 
      Minister without Portfolio 
in the Ministry of economic 
Growth and Job Creation, 

hon. Daryl vaz, who was on 
the tour, said persons with 
property holdings, who are 
impacted as a result of the 
project, “will be compensated.” 
      noting that less than 25 
per cent of the land in the area 
is under cultivation, he said 
persons will be allowed to 
reap their crops, for which the 
rural Agricultural Development 
Authority (rADA) will do a    
valuation to facilitate com-
pensation where required. 
      Mr. vaz advised that 
farmers being compensated 
for any potential displacement 
will either be relocated to    
agricultural land identified 
within the area for which the 
master plan has been devel-
oped or the additional 1,300 
acres that have been incor-
porated. 
      Key features of the devel-
opment include the construction 
of houses, and establishment of 
light manufacturing plants and 
agro-processing facilities, in 
addition to agricultural activities. 
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More Houses Being Built

The nuMBer of persons in 
jobs, as at July 2019, 
climbed to 1,254,100. 
       This, according to the 
statistical institute of 
Jamaica’s (sTATin) Labour 
Force survey for the month, 
represents a 2.6 per cent 
increase over the corre-
sponding period in 2018. 
       sTATin also says that 
the number of unemployed 
persons fell by 4.8 per cent 
to 106,700. 

       Overall unemployment 
as at July, held firm at a 
record low of 7.8 per cent, 
as was the case in the April 
2019 survey. The out-turn 
was 0.6 percentage points 
lower than the 8.4 per cent 
for July 2018. 
       This was disclosed by 
Director General, Carol Coy, 

during sTATin’s quarterly 
briefing at the Knutsford 
Court hotel on October 17. 
       Ms. Coy said a break-
down of the data shows that 
the number of employed 
males in July increased by 
12,900 to 693,200, while 
female employment grew by 
18,600 persons to 560,900. 
       This translated into males 
accounting for 55.3 per cent 
of the employed labour force 
and females, 44.7 per cent. 
       Ms. Coy said by virtue 
of the latter out-turn, female 
unemployment decreased 
by 6,400 persons or 10.2 per 
cent to 64,000. however, the 
number of unemployed 
males spiked by 1,000 indi-
viduals to 42,700, resulting 
in the rate remaining at 5.8 
per cent. 
       The unemployment rate 
for youth, aged 14-24, fell by 
two percentage points to 20.2 
per cent, relative to July 2018. 
       The figure for male 
youth was 16.8 per cent 
compared to 17.3 per cent 
in July 2018, while the out-
turn for females was 24.5 
per cent which was 3.8 per 
cent lower than the corre-
sponding period last year. 
       The total labour force, 
as at July 2019, stands at 
1,360,800 persons. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness  

The GOvernMenT, through 
the housing Agency of 
Jamaica (hAJ), will be building 
1,650 studio and one-bed-
room homes in st. Catherine 
at a cost of approximately 
$9.5 billion. 
      The 54-month project is 
being developed under a 
joint venture partnership with 
China harbour engineering 
Company Limited (CheC) on 
land in Bernard Lodge.  
      CheC will be funding and 
executing the development, 
to be called Catherine 
estates, with construction 
slated to begin in november. 
      Prime Minister the Most 
hon. Andrew holness; CheC 
Americas Division President, 
Dr. Zhimin hu; and hAJ 
Board Chairman, norman 
Brown, signed the project 
agreement during a ceremony 
at Jamaica house on 
October 15. 
      Mr. holness said the 
units form part of 3,027 
affordable solutions that the 
hAJ is scheduled to deliver 
by the end of the 2019/20    
fiscal year. 

      Additionally, he said the 
development will be the 
largest undertaken in st. 
Catherine since the con-
struction of Greater Portmore 
in 1992. 

      Among the development’s 
features are two large parks 
for community recreation; 
and land earmarked to build 
a primary school and high 
school, as well as a church, 

police station, health centre 
and commercial facilities. 
      “We are putting in place 
all the components for a safe, 
sustainable and affordable 
community,” the Prime 
Minister said. 
      in her remarks, Dr. hu 
said the project is being 
undertaken by CheC in 
recognition of the need for 
more affordable housing 
solutions in Jamaica. 
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215 Persons to Receive National  
Honours and Awards
A TOTAL of 215 persons will 
be recognised during today’s 
Ceremony of investiture and 
Presentation of national hon-
ours and Awards at King’s 
house. 
      heading the list is emi-
nent scientist, Professor the 
hon. Gerald Cecil Lalor, OJ, 
CD, who will be conferred with 
the nation’s fourth highest 
honour, the Order of Merit (OM). 
      Professor Lalor will be 
recognised for his contribution 
to national and global devel-
opment through science, 
technology and innovation 
and service to the public and 
private sectors.
      Meanwhile, five persons 
will be appointed as Members 
of the Order of Jamaica (OJ).  
   They are: Minister without 
Portfolio in the Office of the 
Prime Minister, hon. Lester 
Michael henry, CD, MP, for 40 
years of distinguished Public 
service, Political repre-      
sentation and Public Policy 
Development; Dr. Julius 
Winston Garvey, for distin-
guished contribution to uni-
versal civil activism and pro-
motion of entrepreneurship 
and the legacy of Garveyism 

and Pan-Africanism; robert 
earle Levy, CD, for outstanding 
service to the agriculture  
sector and    philanthropy; Dr. 
Alpharita Constantia ‘rita’ 
Marley, OD, for outstanding 
contribution to the populari-  
sation of Jamaican music and 
brand Jamaica, and for 
humanitarian work through 
the rita Marley Foundation; 
and robert Dixon Pickersgill, 
for public service and political 
representation.
      Additionally, 41 persons 
will receive the Order of 
Distinction in the rank of 
Commander and 39 individuals 
- the Order of Distinction in 
the rank of Officer, for contri-
butions in various fields.
      Twenty-three individuals 
will receive the Badge of 
honour for Meritorious service 
{Bh (M)}, and 30 the Badge of 
honour for Long and Faithful 
service {Bh (L)}.
      Governor-General his 
excellency the Most hon. sir 
Patrick Allen will preside over 
the ceremony, which is sche-
duled to start at 9:00 a.m., and 
forms part of activities in 
observance of national heroes 
Day.   

The MinisTry of Foreign 
and Foreign Trade’s newly 
constructed headquarters in 
downtown Kingston has 
been officially handed to 
over the Government. 
      The 11-storey structure, 
which was built by the Jiangsu 
Jiangdu Construction Group 
Company Limited, based in 
the People’s republic of China, 
comprises a two-storey annex 
building, a generator room, 
boundary wall and parking 
area. 
      The building was formally 
handed over during a ceremony 
on October 16 at the new 
headquarters located at 20 
Port royal street. 
      handover certificates were 
signed by Portfolio Minister, 
senator the hon. Kamina 
Johnson smith, and China’s 
Ambassador to Jamaica, his 
excellency Tian Qi.  
      A symbolic key of owner- 
ship of the building was also 
presented to the Ministry by 
Ambassador Tian Qi. 

      in her remarks, senator 
Johnson smith said the new 
building is an important out-
come of China’s commitment to 
support Jamaica’s economic 
growth and development. 
      “This strategic develop-
ment partnership, forged in 
the construction of this new 
facility, showcases the win-

win nature of the Jamaica-
China partnership,” she 
added. 
      For his part, Ambassador 
Tian Qi said the new building 
is a testimony of the good 
relations and friendship 
between Jamaica and 
China.  
  

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre) and President of China Harbour 
Engineering Company Limited’s (CHEC) Americas Division, Dr. Zhimin Hu (2nd left),          
display the signed agreement for the $9.5-billion Catherine Estates housing development 
in St. Catherine, during a ceremony at Jamaica House. Also attending (from left) were: 
Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China to Jamaica, His Excellency Tian Qi 
Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation with 
responsibility for Housing, Senator the Hon. Pearnel Charles Jr, and Housing Agency of 
Jamaica Chairman, Norman Brown.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (3rd left, 2nd row), officially opens the 
new Chesterfield Bridge in St. Mary during a ceremony on October 16. The bridge, 
which was built at a cost of $59 million and runs across a section of the Wag Water 
River, has significantly improved pedestrian and vehicular movement in the community. 
From left (2nd row) are: Permanent Secretary in the Office of the Prime Minister and 
Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation, Audrey Sewell; Minister of State in 
the Office of the Prime Minister with responsibility for Works, Hon. Everald 
Warmington; Member of Parliament for East Portland, Ann-Marie Vaz; and Member of 
Parliament, St. Mary South Eastern, Dr. Norman Dunn, while in the third row (from 2nd 
left) are: Mayor of Port Maria, Councillor Richard Creary; and Minister without 
Portfolio in the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation, Hon. Daryl Vaz.  

PM Opens New Bridge in Chesterfield St. Mary

New Foreign Affairs Ministry Building Formally Handed Over

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Senator the 
Hon. Kamina Johnson Smith (left), and Ambassador of the 
People’s Republic of China to Jamaica, His Excellency 
Tian Qi, display the Handover Certificates after signing    
the documents during an official ceremony at the new 
Foreign Affairs Ministry building in downtown Kingston.
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