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Education Ministry to Provide Textbooks to  
Support National Standards Curriculum

PreSIDent oF the 
republic of kenya, 
His excellency Uhuru 

kenyatta, is to visit Jamaica 
from august 5-7, for a State 
Visit, as special guest for the 
nation’s 57th anniversary of 
Independence celebrations.  
   He will be accompanied by 
First lady, Her excellency 
Margaret kenyatta and an 
official delegation. 
   the visit provides an 
opportunity to strengthen 
bilateral relations between 
Jamaica and kenya, focused 
on the development of an 
economic strategic partner-
ship through the fostering of 
trade and investment ties 

and the promotion of 
increased technical coopera-
tion in areas such as tourism, 
education, sport and culture. 
  Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. andrew Holness will 

hold bilateral talks with 
President kenyatta, which 
will be followed by a press 
briefing. the kenyan 
President will also undertake 
other engagements and 
activities, including a cour-
tesy call on the Governor-
General who will host a State 
Dinner in his honour at king’s 
House. 
    the President is also 
expected to meet with the 
leader of the opposition. 
   as the special guest for 
Independence 57, which is 
being held under the theme: 
one nation, one People, 
President kenyatta will be 
fully exposed to Jamaica’s 

rich history and culture. 
   Prime Minister Holness will 
also host the kenyan 
President at the Denbigh 
agricultural and Industrial 
Show in Clarendon on 
Independence Day. later in 
the evening, he will attend the 
57th anniversary Indepen-
dence Grand Gala. 

tHe MInIStry of education, 
youth and Information will be 
providing textbooks and 
appropriate electronic and 
other supplies to support the 
national Standards Curriculum 

and other curricula at grades 
1 to 13, for the upcoming 
academic year. 
   the total cost associated 
with these procurements for 
both the primary and second-
ary levels will be approxi-
mately $817 million. 
   “Distribution of these 
resources will commence in 
august,” Minister with 
responsibility for education, 
Hon. karl Samuda, said dur-
ing his contribution to the 
2019/20 Sectoral Debate in 
the House of representatives 
on July 31. 
   Meanwhile, Mr. Samuda 
informed that the Ministry had 
introduced a pilot programme 

for the repair of damaged and 
worn furniture in the 2018/19 
academic year, and that the 
pilot ended in July to make 
way for the full roll-out of the 
programme. 
   Under the project, the 
Ministry selected two schools 
from each parish that have a 
woodwork and metalwork 
department. these 28 
schools are known as repairer 
schools. 
   In addition, each school is 
paired with a number of 
neighbouring schools that 
have furniture to be repaired, 
and is given just over $1.5 
million per year to complete 
the repairs. 

Minister without Portfolio with 
responsibility for Education, 
Youth and Information, Hon. 

High Dependency Units to Open by Year - End

Work on the High Depend-
ency Units (HDU) being built 
at four hospitals to care for 
high-risk expectant mothers 
and premature infants is 
expected to be completed by 
year-end. 
   “We should get all of them 
(completed) by the end of 
october, maybe early 
november, but certainly dur-
ing the course of this year,” 
said Minister of Health and 
Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher tufton. 
   He was speaking during a 
tour of the project site at the 
Spanish town Hospital in St. 
Catherine on July 31. 

   In addition to Spanish 
town, the others are being 
built at the Victoria Jubilee 
Hospital, the Bustamante 
Hospital for Children and the 
St. ann’s Bay Hospital. 
   the HDUs are being estab-
lished under the european 
Union (eU)-funded Pro-
gramme for the reduction of 
Maternal and Child Mortality 
(ProMaC), which is aimed at 
providing access to quality 
care for pregnant women and 
babies in order to reduce the 
level of pregnancy-related 
mortality and morbidity. 
   Dr. tufton said that the units 
will “provide advanced care 

for serious cases, give sup-
port to our maternal servic-
es, and cement the partner-
ship between ourselves and 
the european Union in public 
health, which we fully 
appreciate.” 
   the new HDU at the 
Spanish town Hospital will 
consist of a maternal unit 
and a neo-natal unit. 
   Head of the eU Delegation 
to Jamaica, Her excellency 
Malgorzata Wasilewska, 
said she is “very impressed” 
with the work underway. 
   on average, 5,000 babies 
are delivered annually at the 
Spanish town Hospital with 
5,040 in 2018. 

tHe natIonal Partnership 
Council (nPC) has agreed 
on a methodology to moni-
tor the implementation of 
special measures on safety 
and security. 

   Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. andrew Holness made 
the announcement during 
his emancipation Day mes-
sage on august 1. 
   “In recent discussions 
with the national - Council, 
there is an agreement that 
there should be estab-
lished an articulated and 
dedicated monitoring and 
reporting mechanism on 
law, order and public safety 
rooted in the Council,” he 
stated. 
   the Government has 
announced Zones of 

Special operations (ZoSos) 
and State of emergencies 
in the western tri-parish 
region of Westmoreland, 
Hanover and St. James and 
in St. andrew South. 
   Prime Minister Holness 
acknowledged the country’s 
unprecedented success 
seen in the areas of debt 
and fiscal challenges, elec-
trical infrastructure and 
doing business. He said 
this has been done through 
a partnership approach to 
governance. 
   He however noted that 
improving public order is 
the area that has seen the 
least success. 
   In that regard, Prime 
Minister Holness stated 
that the Government is 
now seeking to further 
build consensus through 
partnership. 
   “We must build consensus 
in adopting comprehensive 
measures to fight crime, 
address our at-risk youth 
and improve conditions in 
our communities. there must 
be national support for 
increased, targeted govern-
ment spending on these 
areas,” he said. 
   the nPC is a partnership 
agreement between the 
Government, opposition, 
Private Sector, trade 
Unions and Civil Society. 
    

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (right), converses with 
Head of the European Union (EU) Delegation to Jamaica, Her Excellency Malgorzata 
Wasilewska (centre); and Director General, Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ), Dr. Wayne 
Henry, during a tour of the construction site for a High Dependency Unit (HDU) at the 
Spanish Town Hospital in St. Catherine on July 31. 

Minister of Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport, Hon. Olivia Grange (left), presents the winning trophy for the 2019 
Festival Queen Competition to Miss St. Catherine, Khamara Wright (2nd right). The presentation was made during the grand 
finale at the National Arena on August 1. Others from left are: First Runner Up, Miss Kingston and St. Andrew, AnnaKay 
Hudson and Second Runner Up, Miss St. James, Chardonnae Parkins.

 New Festival Queen Crowned 

Kenyan President Arrives Today to 
Celebrate Jamaica 57 

NPC Agrees on Establishment 
of Monitoring Mechanism•  Denbigh Agricultural              

Industrial Food Show- 
August 6 

 
•  Grand Gala, National     
   Stadium-August 6 
 
 
 

The President will 
attend the following: 

Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Andrew Holness

Jamaica Ready to Exit IMF – Dr. Ngouana
InternatIonal Monetary 
Fund (IMF) resident 
representative, Dr. Constant 
lonkeng ngouana, says 
Jamaica has made tremen-
dous progress over the last 
six years and is now ready 
to exit its current arrange-
ment with the organisation. 
   “Jamaica has reached a 
place where we don’t need 
to be here all the time. We 
are taking the back seat and 
Jamaica is in the driver’s 
seat. With what Jamaica has 
achieved over the past six 
years, we believe Jamaica is 
ready to exit the IMF and run 
its own business,” he said. 
   Dr. ngouana was speaking 
at a public forum at the 
Bethel Baptist Church  in 

Half-Way tree, St. andrew 
recently.  
   Jamaica’s current pro-
gramme with the IMF is 
scheduled to officially end in 
november. the country will, 

however, continue to benefit 
from technical assistance. 
 “When Jamaica exits the 
financial support of the IMF, 
there will still be that consul-
tation…we will offer our 
advice through technical 
assistance and so on, but 
not the heavy monitoring,” 
Dr. ngouana said adding that 
this is “a sign of maturity” and 
confidence in Jamaica’s abil-
ity to manage its own affairs. 
   He also commended the 
Government for the meas-
ures being put in place to 
ensure that the gains 
achieved under the economic 
reform Programme (erP) 
are preserved. 
    
 

International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) Resident Representative, 
Dr. Constant Lonkeng Ngouana 


