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We are now located at:

MoU Signed to Extend EPOC’s 
Monitoring of ERP R esiDents of Mavis 

Bank and adjoining 
areas in east rural st. 

andrew now have easier 
access to their communities, 
following the rehabilitation of 
the Georges river Bridge in 
the constituency. 
      the bridge, which is 
located in violet Bank, was 
renovated at a cost of $21 
million by the national Works 
agency (nWa). 
      it was officially re-opened 
by Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. andrew Holness during 
a ceremony on august 21. 
      the project was initiated 
by Member of Parliament, the 
Most Hon. Juliet Holness, 
who, in her address during 
the ceremony, said the under-
taking was a strategic move 
in a bid to improve the quality 
of life of the constituents. 
      in his remarks, Prime 
Minister Holness, who com-
mended the nWa for the 
work undertaken, noted that 
the previous bridge, which 
was some 15 feet wide, was 
an impediment to motorists, 

as it could only accommo-
date one vehicle at a time. 
      the bridge has been 
expanded to 36 feet and can 
now accommodate two large 
vehicles simultaneously. 
      the Prime Minister noted 
that investing in the bridge is 

symbolic and part of ongoing 
work to improve the road 
conditions in the area and, in 
turn, boost the community’s 
economic capacity, particu-
larly as a tourism attraction. 
      “in improving the road 
conditions of Gordon town, 

we have literally given new 
life to an economy which 
existed before with great 
potential [and] which is        
now expanding greatly… the 
tourism industry here is    
growing,” he said. 
 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre) officially reopens the rehabilitated 
Georges River Bridge in East Rural St. Andrew during a ceremony on August 21. Also      
participating are: Member of Parliament for the constituency, the Most Hon. Juliet 
Holness (right), and National Works Agency (NWA) Communication and Customer 
Services Manager, Stephen Shaw.

Georges River Bridge in  
St. Andrew Rehabilitated

tHe GovernMent has 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the 
economic Programme over-
sight Committee (ePoC) to 
extend domestic monitoring 
of Jamaica’s economic reform 
programme (erP) beyond the 
end of the Precautionary 
stand-By arrangement with 
the international Monetary 
fund (iMf). 
       the MoU was signed on 
august 22 by Minister of 
finance and the Public 
service, Dr. the Hon. nigel 
Clarke; Chairman of ePoC, 
Keith Duncan; Governor of 
the Bank of Jamaica, richard 
Byles, and other represen-
tatives of the Committee at 
the Ministry’s, national Heroes 
Circle offices in Kingston. 
       in his remarks, Dr. Clarke 
said the Government is far 
advanced in enacting legis-
lation to modernise the Bank 
of Jamaica, inclusive of insti-
tutionalising independence in 

the implementation of mone-
tary policy. 
       “We are also working 
towards legislation that will 
give rise to a fiscal Council 
that will strengthen Jamaica’s 
fiscal responsibility frame-
work and be an independent 
arbiter of Jamaica’s fiscal 
rules,” he said. 
       “today, we commit to 
empowering ePoC to continue 
in a monitoring role until our 
Central Bank and fiscal 
Council policy commitments 
are operationalised,” Dr. 
Clarke added. 
       the Minister further noted 
that the MoU’s extension   
follows the Government’s 
agreement with the iMf to 
keep its office in Jamaica 
open for two years, following 
the end of the programme. 
       “these decisions are a 
clear demonstration of the 
Government’s commitment 
and intent to maintain a cred-
ible macroeconomic path,” 
Dr. Clarke said. 

Water Survey for Schools Soon 

Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Dr. the Hon. 
Nigel Clarke (centre); Governor of the Bank of Jamaica, 
Richard Byles (left); and Chairman of the Economic 
Programme Oversight Committee (EPOC), Keith Duncan, 
sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to extend 
domestic monitoring of Jamaica’s economic reform pro-
gramme by EPOC at a signing ceremony held at the 
Ministry’s National Heroes Circle Offices in Kingston on 
August 22.

Minister WitHoUt Port-
folio with responsibility for 
education, Youth and infor-
mation, Hon. Karl samuda, 
says the Ministry will be      
conducting surveys, in short 
order, to assess water short-
ages in drought affected 
schools across the country. 
      addressing the Jamaica 
teachers’ association’s (Jta) 
55th annual Conference, 
held at Hilton rose Hall 
resort and spa in st. James 
on august 21, Mr. samuda 
said the assessment will be 

done with a view to having 
the installation of water tanks 
and the necessary piping to 
bring the commodity to insti-
tutions affected by dry spells 
and inconsistent supply. 
      “in addition, discussions 
will be held with the national 
Water Commission (nWC) to 
secure regular supplies of water 
to serve all affected schools,” 
Mr. samuda explained. 
      “a survey will also be 
undertaken within each 
region to ensure that this 
important matter is dealt with 

expeditiously. that survey i 
wish to have conducted with-

in a month at the outset, so 
that plans can be put in place 
to effect change immediately,” 
he added. 
      in the meantime, Mr. 
samuda gave charge to 
teachers to play their part to 
bring about positive change 
in the lives of the country’s 
future generations. 
      “[the education Ministry] 
partners with you so that col-
lectively we can make a dif-
ference, because you are the 
most essential group of peo-
ple in the effort to create an 
atmosphere where we can 
grow and prosper, and you 
must view yourselves as 
that,” he said. 

state Minister in the 
Ministry of industry, 
Commerce, agriculture, and 
fisheries, Hon. floyd Green, 
says the feasibility study 
being developed for the pro-
posed irrigation system in 
flagaman, st. elizabeth, is far 
advanced. 
      the system is projected 
to take water from the Black 

river to supply some 5,000 
farmers whose cultivations 
are impacted by drought 
annually. 
      Mr. Green told JIS News 
that the consultants’ midway 
report for the study has deter-
mined that the Black river 
has the capacity to adequately 
supply flagaman and adjoining 
communities. 

      “the consultants have 
spoken to farmers, they have 
actually measured all the 
areas, they have gone to the 
Black river, [and] looked at its 
capacity to supply the area,” 
he further indicated. 
      additionally, Mr. Green 
said plans are underway  
to design the layout of the   
irrigation system and deter-
mine the cost for the project’s 
implementation. 
      He advised that the final 
report on the study should be 
completed by December, 
thereby enabling the Gov-  
ernment to allocate funding 
for the project’s execution. 
      “the reality is that 
flagaman is one of the most 
populated farming areas in 
Jamaica, but they have never 
had an irrigated water supply. 
i am confident when i say 
that… the Government will be 
providing irrigation for the 
farmers,” he said. 
      Mr. Green said it is antici-
pated that this intervention 
will increase agricultural pro-
ductivity and boost economic 
growth in the area.  

Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of Industry, 
Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. J.C. Hutchinson 
(left), in discussion with Mayor of Black River, Councillor 
Derrick Sangster (centre), and State Minister in the Ministry 
of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. Floyd 
Green, during a tour of farmlands destroyed by fire in 
Flagaman, St. Elizabeth, on August 20.

Flagaman Irrigation System Feasibility Study  
Far Advanced

Positive Responses to Tourism Workers’  
Pension Scheme

Minister of tourism, Hon. 
edmund Bartlett, is reporting 
positive responses and interest 
from sector workers and 
stakeholders who are to      
benefit from the soon-to-be-
established tourism Workers’ 
Pension scheme. 
       the scheme, which is 
expected to come into effect 
early 2020, is a defined con-
tributory plan supported by 
legislation, and will require 
mandatory contribution by 
workers and employers. 
       it will cover all workers 
from 18 to 59 years in the 
tourism sector, whether per-
manent, contractual or self-
employed. Benefits will be 
payable at age 65 years or 
older. 

       speaking at a recent Jis 
‘think tank’, the Minister 
noted that the public aware-
ness and sensitisation sessions 
have been bearing fruit with 
deep interest and enthusiasm 

from both employees and 
employers on how the scheme 
will impact the sector. 
       “once you are asking 
people to take any amount 
from their salary, you will have 
to convince them that they are 
making the right decision, so 
the public awareness activities 
is a big part of the buy-in that 
we need from all the partners,” 
Mr. Bartlett said. 
       He added that the 
Ministry is soon to appoint a 
c  oordinator for the pension 
plan programme, who will be 
responsible for doing the leg- 
work across the island to 
ensure that persons under-
stand and, most importantly, 
sign up. 

Governor-General, His Excellency the Most Hon. Sir Patrick Allen, and the Most Hon. 
Lady Allen (centre), with the Governor-General’s Summer of Service Programme 
Awardees for 2019 at King’s House on August 20. Twenty-four students have been 
awarded scholarships, funds for tuition and grants valued at approximately $17 million.

Students Receive Scholarships Through Summer 
of Service Programme

Minister without Portfolio with 
responsibility for Education, 
Youth and Information, Hon. 
Karl Samuda

Minister of Tourism, Hon. 
Edmund Bartlett
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