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Improved Passes for CSECPRIME MINISTER the 
most hon. andrew 
holness says no child 

should be denied access to 
an education due to obligato-
ry prohibitive fees being 
charged by schools. 
      “i’m not saying that the 
parents must not contribute, 
but sometimes, we miss the 
bigger picture (which) is to 
make sure that no child, 
regardless of the income     
status of your household is in 
any way deprived of an edu-
cation,” he said. 
      The prime minister was 
speaking at a primary exit 
profile (pep) awards function 
at Jamaica house on august 14. 
      mr. holness said he is 
aware that primary schools 
have begun to charge fees 
that some parents are unable 
to afford.  
      he stressed that at the 
primary level, the criteria for 
enrolment “should never be 
that the parent can afford it. 

The criterion for enrolment is 
proximity to the school.” 
      prime minister holness 
said while he understands 
that principals are competing 
and are trying to improve 
their schools, “it cannot be at 

the expense of having every 
child being enrolled with an 
equitable chance in a school.” 
      The prime minister noted 
that at the secondary level, 
the Government’s support to 
schools has increased dra-

matically since the introduction 
of the no tuition policy. 
      he noted that last year, 
the Government spent $34.1 
billion on secondary edu-
cation, which amounted to 
about $170,000 per child.  

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre), with children of staff members of 
the Office of the Prime Minister (OPM) and Office of the Cabinet, following a Primary Exit 
Profile (PEP) awards function at Jamaica House in St. Andrew on August  14.

No Child Should be Denied 
Education – PM

The minisTRy of education, 
youth and information is 
reporting an overall improve-
ment in passes for students, 
who sat the Caribbean sec-
ondary education Certificate 
(CseC) this year, when com-
pared to 2018. 
      minister without portfolio, 
hon. Karl samuda, in pre-
senting the preliminary report 
during a press conference at 
the ministry’s national heroes 
Circle headquarters on 
august 14, said that higher 
scores were recorded in 23 
of the 34 subjects taken. 
      he noted that of the 
32,617 students, who sat 
CseC this year, 29,139 or 
89.3 per cent obtained 
grades one to three. 
      english Language and 
mathematics recorded per-
centage passes of 82.8 per 
cent and 54.6 per cent, 
respectively. The results     
represent a 7.4 per cent 
increase in passes for 
english and a 3.2 per cent 
decrease in passes for math. 
      mr. samuda said there 
were also improvements in 
the sciences and some 
mathematical-related sub-
jects, with integrated science 
having the highest percent-
age increase of 22.7 per cent. 

      There were also improve- 
ments in the average pass 
rates for Chemistry (8.6 per 
cent); Biology (2.6 per cent); 
physics (3.9 per cent); 
additional mathematics (3.8 
per cent); agricultural science 
– single award (7 per cent); 
Technical Drawing (3.7 per 
cent); information Technology 
(2.2 per cent); music (10.9 
per cent); Textile, Clothing 
and Fashion (8.7 per cent) 
and Visual arts (11.3 per 
cent). 
      a total of 33,639 stu-
dents from public schools 
were registered for CseC 
this year. 

Minister without Portfolio 
with responsibility for Edu-
cation, Youth and Information, 
Hon. Karl Samuda 

6,000 Rooms to be Developed in Rose Hall

COJ Reports 100 Per Cent Increase in Number of 
Business Names Registered

minisTeR oF Tourism, hon. 
edmund Bartlett, says some 
6,000 rooms will be devel-
oped in Rose hall, montego 
Bay, over the next five       
years, making the self-styled 
elegant corridor a prime    
area for the high-end tourism 
market. 
      in an interview with JIS 
News, mr. Bartlett said the 
development will include the 
1,700-room hard Rock Café 
hotel, a casino resort under 
the international Unico luxury 
brand. 
      “according to a new 
report by the reputable 
Grand View Research, inc., 
the global luxury travel mar-
ket is expected to reach 
Us$2.5 trillion by 2025,” the 
minister noted. 
      he said that increasing 
disposable income and con-
sumer spending of the middle 

and upper classes are but 
some of the factors expected 
to drive the market. 
      “Jamaica is well posi-
tioned to tap into this obvi-
ously lucrative market. 
Business and luxury travel 
go hand in hand and the fact 
that the montego Bay Con-

vention Centre is also perched 
on the elegant corridor of 
Rose hall, we are uniquely 
poised to make a run at this 
market,” the minister added. 
      mr. Bartlett said that with 
Zoetry, iberostar, hyatt Ziva, 
half moon, Jewel Grande 
and hilton among the real 

standouts on the Rose hall 
stretch, Jamaica now has 
what “we are proud to call an 
embarrassment of riches, as 
we continue to pursue the 
trillion dollar luxury tourism 
market.” 

Minister of Tourism, Hon. Edmund Bartlett

minisTeR oF industry, 
Commerce, agriculture and 
Fisheries, hon. audley shaw, 
says Jamaicans can expect 
the import/export regulations 
for cannabis in the short term. 
       speaking at the official 
opening of sensi medical 
Cannabis house at the pulse 
Centre in new Kingston, on 
august 14, mr. shaw said 
work is being done on the 
draft of the regulations by the 
Cannabis Licensing authority 
(CLa) and other agencies of 
Government. 
       “Through the work of the 
CLa, we are now in receipt of 
the first draft of the 
import/export regulations for 
cannabis for final review     
and discussion, which upon 
enactment, will give the CLa 
jurisdiction or the statutory 
authority to handle requests 
for import/export of inflores-
cence/flower and extract/ 
resin,” the minister said. 
       mr. shaw noted that 
when this is promulgated, 
Jamaica will be one of 10 
countries in the world with an 
export regime. 

       The minister noted that 
to date, the CLa has been 
working with cannabis-based 
organisations and has granted 
54 licences. 
       “i am also pleased to 
report that the Cannabis 
Licensing authority has been 
doing tremendous work 

toward improving the local 
landscape for cannabis     
companies and our attrac-
tiveness to investors,” he 
said. 
       additionally, the minister 
pointed out that consultations 
have started for hemp regu-
lations. 

Import/Export Regulations for Cannabis 

Minister of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Hon. Audley Shaw (left), smells one of the cannabis products 
available at the SENSI Medical Cannabis House during 
its official opening on August 14, at Pulse Centre in New 
Kingston. At right is Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. 
Floyd Green, and at centre is shareholder, Marigold 
Projects Jamaica Limited, Laban Roomes.

The Companies office of 
Jamaica (CoJ) is reporting a 
more than 100 per cent 
increase in the number of 
business names being regis-
tered annually.  
      The figures were 
revealed by Chief executive 
officer, Judith Ramlogan, 
during a recent JIS Studio 
58A session.  
       “We are seeing an 
increase in the number of 
companies being registered 
and the number of business 
names being registered…
about five years ago, the 
number of business names 
being registered [was] about 
3,000-4,000, but now it is 
9,000 per year,” she said.  
       mrs. Ramlogan attrib-
uted the increase in regist-

ration to the introduction of 
the one-stop Company/ 
Business Registration Form 
(superForm) in 2014, and the 
electronic Business Regis-
tration Form (eBRF) for busi-
ness names last year. 
       “The process is now sim-
pler. We are moving from 13 
different forms to one. 
Research showed that it took 
at least eight additional days 
for you to be registered with 
all the agencies. now with the 
business registration form, 
you can even get your com-
pany registered the same 
day,” she explained.  
       The eBRF, which was 
fully launched last week, 
replaces the CoJ’s one-stop-
shop paper-based superForm. 

       it will facilitate 24-hour 
business registrations at the 
agency’s website from any 
location globally.  

Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO), Companies Office of 
Jamaica, Judith Ramlogan

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (centre), with vector   
control workers on location in downtown Kingston. The Ministry’s Enhanced Vector 
Control Programme was officially launched during a ceremony at National Heroes 
Park on August 15.

Enhanced Vector Control Programme Launched
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