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Gov’t Approves Contract for  
Twickenham Park Housing  
Development

PRIME MINISTER the 
Most hon. Andrew 
holness says the next 

phase of the Government’s 
training and apprenticeship 
initiative, the housing, Oppor-
tunity, Production and employ- 
ment (hOPe) Programme, is 
to be rolled out shortly. 
      This, he said, will entail 
institutionalising the employ-
ment and training aspect of 
the programme.  
      “i am very satisfied [and] 
happy to see the programme 
come to this point where we 
can now say we have tested it, 
it has worked and we are now 
going to bring the programme 
to the institutional phase 
where it will be a constant 
feature of the development of 
Jamaica,” he said. 
      The Prime Minister was 
speaking during the final stop 
of a tour of hOPe projects 
across the Corporate Area on 
July 24. 
      Mr. holness further 
explained that when the pro-
gramme is institutionalised, 
hOPe “will probably move 
from the Office of the Prime 

Minister [and be placed] 
under some other agency 
that can carry it more       
effectively”. 
      The Prime Minister noted 
that the opportunities com-
ponent is being developed 
and will be launched soon 

along with the production 
aspect. 
      “We have already decided 
that for the production com-
ponent, we are going to be 
focusing on getting young 
people into agriculture using 
technology,” he said. 

      Mr. holness noted that 
hOPe has proven to be      
successful thus far, having 
benefited 24,000 youth over 
the last two years, who have 
now become examples of 
and ambassadors for the 
programme. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) observes work being done by 
Housing, Opportunity, Production and Employment (HOPE) Programme intern, Shenelle 
Adams (left), during a visit to the HEART GARMEX Training Institute on July 24. Looking 
on is National Coordinator of the HOPE Programme, Lt. Col. Martin Rickman.

HOPE Phase II to Roll  
Out Shortly  

CABineT hAs awarded a 
$1.2 billion contract to Ashtrom 
Building systems Limited for 
the construction of 110 two-
bedroom single-storey duplex 
units under phase four of the 
Twickenham Park housing 
Development project in st. 
Catherine. 
      speaking at the post-
Cabinet press briefing held 
on July 24 at Jamaica house, 
Minister without Portfolio 
with responsibility for edu-
cation, youth and information, 
hon. Karl samuda, said the 
project will also include civil 
infrastructure works and will 
last for 16 months. 
      “The company will also 
undertake supporting civil 
infrastructure works to 
include roadways, a storm 
water drainage system, a 
potable water distribution 
system, sewerage network, 
and other important aspects 
of the development,” the 
Minister said. 

      he pointed out that the 
development is consistent 
with the Government’s drive 
to build out homes that are 
appropriate for the people of 
Jamaica. 
      The national housing 
Trust (nhT) is undertaking the 
development of the housing 
project. 

Minister without Portfolio 
with responsibility for Edu-
cation, Youth and Information, 
Hon. Karl Samuda 

Gov’t Partners With Carib Cement to Remove Tyres from Riverton

The GOvernMenT is part-
nering with the Caribbean 
Cement Company to remove 
between 1.5 and two million 
tyres from the riverton City 
landfill in st. Andrew. 

      This will be initially facili-
tated under a pilot project 
expected to last 40 days and, 
thereafter, fully rolled out    
over time. 
 

      A memorandum of under- 
standing (MoU) was signed at 
Jamaica house on July 22 to 
undertake the activity, which 
is a collaboration of the 
Ministry of economic Growth 

and Job Creation, and the 
Ministry of Local Government 
and Community Development, 
through the national solid 
Waste Management Authority 
(nsWMA). 
      Prime Minister the Most 
hon. Andrew holness said 
the tyres, which have been 
accumulating for decades at 
riverton as well as other 
landfills across the island, 
pose a serious threat to the 
environment, mainly due to 
the fire hazard, as when a fire 
occurs toxins are released 
into the atmosphere. 
      Mr. holness noted that 
the project is imperative to 
the Government’s environ-
mental agenda, and will see 
the tyres being removed and 
transported to Carib Cement’s 
location in Kingston, where 
they will be incinerated in a 
managed process in a kiln (to 
provide some form of energy). 
      “The Government is on a 
path; we are committed, and 
i think that this a synergetic 
solution to the problem of solid 
waste disposal, particularly 
those combustible types in 
the form of tyres,” he said. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (3rd left) affixes his signature to a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) that will see the Government and Caribbean Cement 
Company (Carib Cement) collaborating to remove and dispose of between 1.5 to 2 million 
tyres from the Riverton City Landfill. Also taking part (from left) are: Permanent Secretary 
in the Office of the Prime Minister, Audrey Sewell; Minister without Portfolio in the 
Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation, Hon. Daryl Vaz; Minister of Local 
Government and Community Development, Hon. Desmond McKenzie; Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Local Government and Community Development, Marsha 
Henry Martin; and outgoing General Manager, Carib Cement, Peter Donkersloot. The 
signing took place at Jamaica House on July 22.

The MinisTry of Culture, 
Gender, entertainment and 
sport is moving through the 
process to operationalise the 
first national shelter for 
Women.  
      The Government pur-
chased property last year and 
work is currently being done 
to transform the space.  
      “At the same time, i want 
to say thanks to the Ministry 
of Finance and the Public 
service for providing us with 
funds to purchase two other 
properties. i am very happy to 
indicate that we have identi-
fied one property in st. 
Thomas and we are looking at 
another property in hanover,” 
Portfolio Minister, hon. Olivia 
Grange said. 
      she was making her con-
tribution to the 2019/20 
sectoral Debate in the house 
of representatives on July 
23. 
       regarding the Women’s 
Centre of Jamaica Foundation, 
Ms. Grange said the organi-
sation has been removing the 

major obstacles that would try 
to stop adolescent mothers 
from leading successful lives.   
      she informed that last 
year, the United nations 
educational, scientific and Cul- 
tural Organization (UnesCO) 
recognised the work of the 
Foundation as one of the best 
in the world and gave the 
Women’s Centre its Prize for 
Girls’ and Women’s education.  
The prize came with an award 
of Us$50,000 to further its 
work.  

Work Being Done to Operationalise 
National Shelter for Women

Minister of Culture, Gender, 
Entertainment and Sport, 
Hon. Olivia Grange 

The MinisTry of Tourism 
has again afforded hundreds 
of youth the opportunity to 
gain work experience within 
the hospitality sector, through 
the ‘spruce Up Jamaica’ 
Tourism summer internship 
Programme. 
      The initiative, which 
started in 2008, is being 
spearheaded this year by the 
Tourism Product Development 
Company (TPDCo). 
      some $25 million has 
been provided by the 
Tourism enhancement Fund 
(TeF) for the engagement, 
which commenced on July 8. 
      The programme entailed 
the placement of high school 
and tertiary students, aged 
16 to 25, in employment 
within private sector tourism 

entities, and Government 
Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies for three weeks. 
      The programme’s primary 
objectives are to expose 
young persons to various 
aspects of the tourism 
industry and the role it plays 
in the society, forge partner-
ships with private stakeholders, 

provide financial support for 
needy youngsters, and increase 
awareness of the linkages 
between tourism and other 
sectors. 
      speaking at a rally for 
interns at the Jamaica 
Pegasus hotel in new 
Kingston on July 24, portfolio 
Minister, hon. edmund 
Bartlett, said the programme 
continues to create oppor-
tunities within the sector      
for the nation’s youth, in       
keeping with its objectives. 
      he also thanked members 
of the private sector who 
have been partnering with 
the Government on the pro-
gramme’s execution by faci-
litating and enabling interns 
to gain work experience. 

Prime Minister the Most 
Hon. Hon. Andrew Holness 
(left) engages in conversation 
with student, Infant Depart-
ment at Seaward Primary 
and Junior High School, 
Kerica Thomas,  after officially 
opening the play area during 
a ceremony at the school on 
July 25. In the background is 
the Principal, Arlene Thomas.

PM Opens Play 
Area at Seaward 
Primary and  
Junior High 
School

Tourism Ministry Hosts Summer Internship Programme

Minister of Tourism, Hon. 
Edmund Bartlett
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