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Gov’t Unveils Major Anti-Human 
Trafficking Interventions
The GovernMenT is taking 
steps to enhance its anti-
human trafficking profile 
through the development of 
a human Trafficking survivors’ 
handbook and human Traf-
ficking e-Learning platform. 
      The tools were produced 
by the office of the national 
rapporteur on Trafficking in 
Persons (onrTiP) and the 
office of the Children’s 
Advocate (oCA) in partner-
ship with the British high 
Commission in Jamaica.  
       They were formally 
launched during a ceremony 
at the AC Marriott Kingston 
hotel on June 26. 
      The handbook provides 
information on the rights of 
persons affected by human 
trafficking. it also provides a 
directory of providers of rel-
evant and easily accessible 
information on services 
available in Jamaica to 
address the varying needs 
of victims.  
      The e-Learning platform 
is a training resource for 
anti-trafficking stakeholders, 
which is designed to build 
their capacities.  
      national security Minister, 
hon. dr. horace Chang, 

who spoke at the launch, 
said the Government con-
tinues to co-ordinate national 
activities on the recommen-
dations of onrTiP to ensure 
that Jamaica has a robust 
anti-human trafficking pro-
gramme, as well as support 
and implement strategies to 
tackle the crime.   
      Pointing out that anti-
human trafficking is the sec-
ond most lucrative organised 
criminal activity internationally, 
dr. Chang said Jamaica was 
awarded a Tier Two ranking 
on the U.s. department of 
state’s 2019 Trafficking in 
Persons report – the same 
position as last year.    

PRIME MINISTER the 
Most hon. Andrew 
holness says the 

report on the strategic 
review of the state-owned oil 
refinery Petrojam will be 
tabled and debated in 
Parliament. 
      he noted that Cabinet 
has considered the report    
but has not yet come to any 
conclusions. 
      “The report will be made 
public… and we will gauge 
public opinion, engage the 
public in this conversation 
and make a decision,” Mr. 
holness said. 

   

   “This is not an unbounded 
period of engagements. We 
have some critical timeline on 
these things, because the 
refinery is now not operating 
at its fullest. so we will allow 
for a period of public dis-
course, then the Cabinet will 
consider the ventilated mat-
ter and we will come to a 
decision,” he added. 

      Prime Minister holness 
was addressing a press con-
ference at Jamaica house on 
June 27, to reveal the findings 
of the Petrojam review com-
mittee. 
      The committee, headed 
by Christopher Zacca, was 
established in the wake of 
developments regarding the 

management of the refinery, 
and was among interventions 
aimed at ensuring that the 
entity remains viable, thereby 
safeguarding jobs and 
Jamaica’s energy security. 
      Presenting the recom-
mendations Mr. Zacca noted 
that the committee recom-
mended that the Government 

exit active management of 
both the terminal and the 
refinery, through a long-term 
lease of Petrojam’s underly-
ing assets. 
      Also the committee pro-
posed that Petrojam does not 
pursue a vacuum distillation 
Unit (vdU) project or refinery 
upgrade.  

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness emphasises a point as he addresses the 
Petrojam Review Committee's press conference held at Banquet Hall, Jamaica House, on 
June 27. 

Petrojam Review Committee 
Report for Parliament Soon 

National Security Minister, 
Hon. Dr. Horace Chang

The MinisTrY of eco-
nomic Growth and Job 
Creation, the Planning insti-
tute of Jamaica (PioJ) and 
the World Bank have signed 
a contract for the design, 
supply and installation of a 
new s-Band doppler 
Weather radar in Jamaica. 
      Minister  without Port-
folio in the Ministry of 
economic Growth and Job 
Creation, hon. daryl vaz; 
director General, PioJ, dr. 
Wayne henry, and Country 
Manager, World Bank, Ms. 
Galina sotirova, signed the 
contract at the Terra nova 
All suite hotel in st. Andrew, 
on June 25.  
      The radar is used to 
locate precipitation, calcu-
late its motion, and estimate 
rain, hail, and others, and 
will significantly improve 

Jamaica’s ability to accurately 
forecast extreme weather 
events.  
      it will be designed and 
installed by the enterprise 
electronics Corporation from 
the United states of America, 
which Cabinet recently 
granted approval with the 
award of a contract in the 
amount of Us$2,449,203. 
      The project is being 
funded with the help of the 
World Bank, through 
accessing funds from the 
Climate investment Fund.   
      Mr. vaz noted that the 
installation of this weather 
radar will greatly enhance 
Jamaica’s ability to achieve 
its 2030 milestones with its 
capacity to pinpoint the 
location and movement of 
rainfall cells anywhere over 
the country.   

PriMe MinisTer the Most 
hon. Andrew holness, on 
June 26, broke ground to 
start construction of the new 
Morant Bay Urban Centre in 
springfield, st. Thomas. 
      The urban centre is 
being built on the grounds of 
the former Good Year 

Factory, which closed its 
doors in 1997. 
      The 365,000 square feet 
property will house the st. 
Thomas Municipal Corpor-
ation, a town hall, conference 
centre, justice square, which 
will include a family court and 
parish court, tax office, 

registrar General’s depart-
ment (rGd), and the 
Passport, Citizenship & 
immigration Agency (PiCA).  
      Also included in the plan 
are spaces for financial insti-
tutions;  food court;  library; 
medical centre; day-care; 
space for tertiary-level insti-

tutions; shopping facilities; 
purpose-built manufacturing 
and industrial space for 
small, medium and large 
enterprises; recreational park; 
and a Business Process 
outsourcing (BPo) facility.  
      The development, being 
implemented by the 
Factories Corporation of 
Jamaica (FCJ), is expected 
to provide approximately 
3,000 jobs for the people of 
st. Thomas. 
      Prime Minister holness 
said the project forms part of 
a major plan to redevelop 
towns in Jamaica.  
      “As a Government, we 
decided that we are not just 
going to focus on the devel-
opment of Kingston, but we 
are going to develop plans 
for all our major townships in 
Jamaica. We’re going to 
improve their infrastructure,” 
Mr. holness said. 
      The Prime Minister noted 
that the project serves as an 
important signal to the peo-
ple of st. Thomas and 
Jamaica in general that “the 
Government is serious about 
their development.”   

PM Breaks Ground for Morant Bay Urban Centre

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (centre) along with (from left) Member of 
Parliament, Western St. Thomas, James Robertson; Chinese Ambassador to Jamaica, His 
Excellency Tian Qi; His Worship the Mayor of Morant Bay, Councillor Michael Hue; 
Chairman, Factories Corporation of Jamaica, Lyttleton Shirley; President, China Harbour 
Engineering Company Limited, Dr. Zhimin Hu, and Member of Parliament, Eastern St. 
Thomas, Dr. Fenton Ferguson, break ground for the construction of the new Morant Bay 
Urban Centre in St. Thomas on June 26. 

Three divisions of the 
Jamaica Constabulary Force 
(JCF) are to benefit from      
the Petroleum Corporation of 
Jamaica’s (PCJ) implementation 
of air conditioning retrofit    
projects at a cost of $126.5 
million. 
       A contract has been 
signed between the PCJ and 
Geddes refrigeration Limited 
to install air conditioning (AC) 
solutions at the Mobile 
reserve headquarters in 
Kingston; the May Pen 
division headquarters in 
Clarendon; and the national 
Police College at Twickenham 
Park in st. Catherine. 
      The signing took place 
during a ceremony at the PCJ 
Auditorium in Kingston on 
June 26. The initiative is being 

executed through the energy 
efficiency and Conservation 
Programme.  
      Under the contract, all 
locations will benefit from the 
installation of energy efficient 
air conditioning systems that 
utilise variable refrigerant flow 
which regulates airflow in 
response to building occu-
pancy and conditions.  
      Additionally, the building 
envelope at the May Pen 
divisional headquarters will 
be repaired, while inverter 
mini split AC units will be 
installed in isolated sections 
of the Mobile reserve building. 
      in her remarks, science, 
energy and Technology 
Minister, hon. Fayval Williams, 
noted steps being taken by 
the Administration to heighten 
public awareness of energy 
efficiency, and also upgrade 
inefficient systems across 
Government.  
      Upon completion of the 
installations, which are 
scheduled to take 12 months, 
it is anticipated that there will 
be an overall reduction in 
electricity consumption and 
operating costs at the 
selected locations. 

Three Police Divisions to Benefit  
From Major Energy Efficiency  
Projects

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (3rd right, front row),  with the 40 recip-
ients of the 2019 Prime Minister’s Medal of Appreciation for Service to Education,        
following the presentation ceremony on the lawns of Jamaica House on June 26. Also 
pictured (in front row, from second left) are Permanent Secretary in the Education 
Ministry, Dr. Grace McLean; State Minister in the Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Information, Hon. Alando Terrelonge; and Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of 
Education, Youth and Information, Hon. Karl Samuda; Their Excellencies the Most 
Hon. Sir Patrick Allen, and the Most Hon. Lady Allen; and  Rev. Ronald Thwaites          
representing Leader of the Opposition, Dr. Peter Phillips. 

Science, Energy and Tech-
nology Minister, Hon. Fayval 
Williams

Jamaica to Get New S-Brand 
Doppler Weather Radar

Educators Hailed For Commitment to  
Nation’s Children
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