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SALUTATIONS 

Mr. Speaker, thank you.   

Firstly, let me give thanks to the Almighty, as it is through the sacrifice of his Son that we received the 

Comforter, who sustains us. 

Mr. Speaker, let me place on record my gratitude to the Permanent Secretary, Dr. Alwin Hales, the 

directors and staff at the Ministry of Transport and Mining and its related agencies, departments and 

bodies, for the tremendous support I have received. 

To my personal staff and security detail, both in Kingston and St. Mary, I wish to acknowledge their 

contribution. 

To Miss Curtis, the Clerk of the House and the parliamentary staff, thank you.  I must acknowledge 

the work and worth of a good St. Mary woman, Mrs. Heather Cooke. 

To my Management Team, Executive, my five (5) Councillors, delegates, workers and people of the 

great constituency of Western St. Mary, I thank you.  I am still humbled by your support but mostly, 

by your love. 

Mr. Speaker, they expressed that love in 2016, when 11,710 persons voted for me and today, much 

more than that are prepared to do the same.  Words cannot express my emotions.  But I simply say 

thank you.  

Mr. Speaker may I also thank you for your wisdom and management of this House.  Sometimes you 

are tested, but you are focused and remind us of our duty to the Jamaican people. 

I must acknowledge the life and contribution of the Most Honourable Edward Phillip George Seaga, 

the fifth Prime Minister of Jamaica. He was a visionary, leader, a builder of institutions unmatched 

throughout our history. He has surely left a significant imprint upon our beloved nation and for that I 

salute him and offer sincere condolences to his family. May his soul rest in peace. 
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MINING (MINERALS) DIVISION 

OVERVIEW 

Mr. Speaker, Mining is today the principal growth engine in our drive to prosperity.  Mining 

contributes to more than 50% of the growth in the economy and contributed 2.7% to our Gross 

Domestic product (GDP), in 2018, up from 2.1 %, in 2017. We saw a 39% increase in alumina 

production. Mining employs over 3,500 persons and earned US$1.2 billion in 2018. 

It is an important sector in the country and we wish to place on record the country’s appreciation to 

the work of every employee and entity in this sector. 

 

Mining Council 

The sector has challenges, but opportunities abound.  Mr. Speaker the Spokesman on mining came 

up with an idea for a Mining Council, I thought it was a novel and original idea and we are willing to 

implement it, because this Government, led by our Prime Minister, is the administration that 

implements.  ‘No beautiful speaking, but action!’ 

However, research has shown that Cabinet had given approval from 2007. 
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Regardless, I am pressing ahead to have it implemented and activated and the member will be an 

integral part of this body. 

Mr. Speaker, I have kept the member updated on mining matters, but with a Council we can keep 

the industry informed. I want to thank the member, and will keep him abreast of the plans. 

This is the sort of working relationship the country needs.  If a worthwhile idea comes forward, we 

will apply it for the good of the nation. 

Our mission is to move Jamaica from poverty to prosperity; it is not a campaign slogan, but a 

roadmap and an implementation guide.  We are about work not words.  We are about changing 

people’s lives for the better, protecting the environment and growing the economy so that all 

Jamaicans can be prosperous. 

Mining School 

Mr. Speaker, last year we announced the establishment of a Mining School, it has been launched 

and is up and running.  We believe that if mining is to be sustainable, training is a must. 

National Minerals Policy 

Mr. Speaker, the National Minerals Policy is now complete and is with the Cabinet Office, awaiting 

approval so it can be tabled in this House.  Our activities must be guided within a broader framework 

so that we can extract minerals and protect the environment at the same time. 

Mines & Geology’s Laboratory 

For the sector to be sustainable, research and testing is key. To that end, we are retooling the Mines 

& Geology’s Laboratory.  Much of the equipment there are dated. 

We must laud the management and workers in that department for the sterling job they are doing 

and continue to perform at the highest level, even without all the resources they need. 
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Geophysx Jamaica 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot do everything and that is why we believe in partnerships. Through a 

partnership with Geophysx Jamaica Limited, a mining company owned by Mr. Robert Stewart, we 

are updating our geological maps so when new investors come to search for minerals, they do not 

have to reinvent the wheel.  

Furthermore, Mr. Stewart recently handed to me an digitally generated map of Jamaica, done by 

satellite, showing where water is being held underground.  This map will be forwarded to the 

National Water Commission (NWC).   

The satellite flies over, the use of the technology and the analysis, came as a result of his duty to his 

country.  He simply wanted to help us in this water crisis.   The same methods used to seek minerals, 

should be able to locate water.  He accepted the challenge and the maps are ready at no cost to the 

people of Jamaica.  

Robert Stewart, a grateful nation says thank you! 

QUARRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Hermitage Dam 

The Quarry Advisory Committee has proposed to the NWC, a program of desilting the Hermitage 

Dam and selling the silted material.  This would not cost the NWC and taxpayers anything. The NWC 

is assessing the proposal.  

Mr. Speaker, we are currently granting more quarry licenses, and we are granting licenses up to ten 

(10) years.  The cost of establishing a quarry is high and many financial institutions need that level of 

tenure, in order to be comforted when they extend these large loans, plus proper capitalisation 

assists with proper mining practices and therefore protection of the environment. 

Bauxite Communities Land Titling Programme 

Mr. Speaker last year, I spoke passionately about the almost 4,000 titles for families that have been 

relocated.   
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Much work has been done in the past year, 129 titles have been generated since 2019, but that’s not 

enough to treat with this matter. We are completing the documentation so that the provisions of the 

Bauxite Act can be used to help these families unlock the true potential of their properties. 

The vesting order provision has been used under the Act, to help the companies with land titles. 

I am going to use vesting orders now to help the ordinary Jamaican families, the time has come.   

Over the years, these families have heard a lot of beautiful speaking, it is now action time. 

Bauxite Mining Dust Nuisance 

Mr. Speaker on that note, we have seen and heard the cries of our people, people who are suffering 

because of the dust nuisance generated from the mud lakes. 

We have engaged our bauxite companies and as a result of those talks with the principals of Jiquan 

Iron and Steel Company (JISCO) in China recently, an accelerated program of removing some families 

residing close to the mud lakes will commence this year and over time, all will be removed.  

Let me apologise for the discomfort but hope is on its way. 

JISCO is our largest investor in modern times and they are still investing. They are displaying good 

corporate citizenship.  
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Reclaimed Lands for Housing Solutions 

We are examining the reclaimed lands in our possession with a view to making them available to 

developers, to provide housing solutions for our fellow citizens. We believe we have a responsibility 

not only to relocate the families but to all Jamaicans, hence, we are hoping to provide suitable lands 

to be used for housing. 

Equally, we are actively pursuing the possibility of purchasing land currently in private ownership, 

that has minerals beneath it and hold it for future development and mining. 

Minerals Land Bank 

We want to develop a Minerals Land Bank, so before it is built on or developed, we would purchase.  

To just prevent a person, a family, from building on these lands is not good enough. We believe the 

land should be bought and held, for future development.  

Limestone Production Facility 

Mr. Speaker, another long-term plan is to develop a lime production facility to serve our alumina 

refineries and to export,  as lime is one of the critical components in the refining process.  A little is 

produced locally and most imported.  We have an abundance of limestone in Jamaica, so we are 

having discussions with private sector interests for this facility.  

The Government will not be opening a plant, we are encouraging and will facilitate. 

Bauxite Companies Issues 

Mr. Speaker, for the records, the threat of sanctions on UC Rusal is no more and most of the union 

issues are being sorted out. 

The agreements with New Day Bauxite/NORANDA have been signed and we are now discussing new 

investments.  
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JAMAICA BAUXITE INSTITUTE 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to thank the Jamaica Bauxite Institute for their work and single out the 

scholarship programme for children from Bauxite Mining Communities.  A commendable effort, as 

eight (8) students are now at the College of Agriculture, Science and Education (CASE) under the 

scholarship programme. 

The Life after Bauxite Programme, saw us training 160 farmers, putting them in clusters and 

assigning them greenhouses on reclaimed lands. The project is going well. Each cluster has a target 

of 30,000 pounds of tomatoes and 50,000 pounds of sweet peppers. The average production last 

year was at 75% of target. 

 Mr. Speaker, I am now seeing farmers driving pick-ups. This programme is changing the outlook of 

small farmers, allowing greater production, sustained marketing and therefore generating better 

returns.  The research in castor oil continues and great things are in store. 

JAMAICA BAUXITE MINING LIMITED (JBML) 

Mr. Speaker, the Jamaica Bauxite Mining Limited continues to be profitable. We are now looking to 

complete the development works at the old Reynolds Pier, to make it into a proper multi-use port.  

We are far advanced in developing Lydford into an Industrial & Technology Park including a BPO 

Facility and re-opening the airstrip there in order to attract more businesses. 

 



 

 
13 

 

CLARENDON ALUMINA PRODUCTION (CAP) 

Mr. Speaker, Clarendon Alumina Production (CAP) is faced with some challenges but the team is 

equal to the task. CAP has had to exercise patience and understanding when our partners, Noble 

Group had some issues.  We stood by them during the rough times, because they stood by Jamaica 

during our dark days.  We appreciate that as a country. 

We are moving to incorporate the current Joint Venture Agreement and eventually list the 

incorporated company on our Stock Exchange, but there are some challenges. 

Firstly, the pathway to incorporation is not easy but, we have a solid team assisting us. 

Secondly, the high cost of inputs with alumina production and the needed maintenance of the 

refinery and upgrading.  I am happy therefore to state that provision of steam generated by LNG is 

now weeks away not years and this will go a far way in making the refinery more efficient and thus 

profitable. 

We therefore must do all we can to protect the environment, while maximising the economy’s 

benefits from the sector.  

Mr. Speaker, mining is doing well, other minerals are actively being explored for. The outlook is 

excellent. Mining’s best days are ahead of us!  
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TRANSPORT DIVISION 

Mr. Speaker, let me now turn to Transport matters. 

MARITIME AUTHORITY OF JAMAICA (MAJ) 

The Maritime Authority of Jamaica continues to give great service to this nation. 

The Blue economy is very important to Jamaica and we continue to encourage more investors in this 

area.  Extraction of minerals and other resources from the ocean is a growing business and it can 

become sustainable.  But due care must be taken that our seas are not polluted and the delicate 

fauna and flora not destroyed. 
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Ballast Water Management Act 

It is with this in mind, that we passed the Ballast Water Management Act, 2019 recently.  That was a 

significant milestone in our maritime history, as we now are moving against vessels that dump water 

with invasive species into our waters. 

Maritime Environment Bill 

Work on the Shipping (Pollution Prevention Response, Liability and Compensation) Act/Bill, 2018 and 

the Shipping (Prevention of Pollution from Ships) Act/Bill, 2017, which I am calling the Maritime 

Environment Bills is far advanced and should be laid in this House soon.  This seeks to put in law the 

provisions of the MARPOL Convention that we have ratified. 

Maritime Labour Convention Act 

The Maritime Labour Convention Act will soon be laid in this House.  The passage of this Act, Mr. 

Speaker will create more opportunities for more Jamaicans to work on cruise and merchant ships.  

Although we have signed the Maritime Labour Convention, we must pass it in our local laws.  

It is estimated that an additional 5,000-8,000 Jamaicans could be given the opportunity to be 

employed in the maritime industry. 

We have started to train our people in ship safety already in partnership with the Caribbean 

Maritime University (CMU).  We have, along with the Ministry of Labour and Ministry of Tourism, 

engaged shipping companies.  Mr. Speaker, 70 percent of the world cruise business is Caribbean-

based yet only 35% of the workers are from the Caribbean we are determined to change that. 

In addition, Mr. Speaker, we along with our stakeholders are moving to acquire some hydrographic 

equipment and refurbish a Jamaica Defense Force (JDF) Coastal vessel and equip it.  This will allow us 

to be able to constantly map our harbours and channels and produce up-to-date maps and charts. 

JAMAICA ULTIMATE TYRE 

This is a small company that continues to perform beyond expectations.  We had some challenges 

and lost two (2) of our major customers but eventually we regained them.  That caused us to have to 
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slow down our push to engage distributors and agents.  We are determined to do so this year, so 

that we can diversify our income streams and protect our revenue. 

JAMAICA CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 

This agency continues to perform at world-class international standards, using cutting edge 

technology to ensure the safety of our skies. 

Mr. Speaker approximately 2,000 flights pass over Jamaica on a weekly basis and we are responsible 

for safety in our skies.  Therefore, we opened the upgraded Air Traffic Control Tower in Montego Bay 

and have now completed our ATC Contingency Facility.  So never again will we not be able to provide 

full service in the event of a lightning strike. 

Mr. Speaker, we can control our skies from Norman Manley, from Sangster and from the Head 

Office at Winchester Road.  In addition, there is the ATC Contingency Facility. 

Today, we are providing service to our sisters and brothers in the Region, earning more and 

expanding opportunities.  We intend to complete the consultation, drafting and passage of the Civil 

Aviation Air Transport Regulations by 2021. 

We will complete an Accident and Incident Investigation Facility by March of next year.  These are 

critical with the increased push in general aviation. 
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AERONAUTICAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS LIMITED (AEROTEL) 

Mr. Speaker, another gem is Aeronautical Telecommunications Limited (AEROTEL); we are 

celebrating 40 years of service to this nation. 

Let me place on record the country’s appreciation and gratitude to the Board, Management and 

Staff, and thank them for their service. 

AEROTEL provides radio & radio communication within our airspace.  It is their work that keeps 

planes in contact with the ground. 

AEROTEL also owns KOOL FM.  Mr. Speaker, for a while KOOL FM was just left dormant.   

We have now increased the capacity of KOOL FM with more towers, newer equipment and more 

staff. This has seen KOOL FM, move from an obscure station to being among the nation’s top 10 

radio stations in one year.  Congratulations to the Board, management and staff.  KOOL FM is on the 

go.  We are aiming to be number 1.  

In addition, as part of their social responsibility, KOOL FM will be partnering with and doing some 

training for community-based radio stations.  It is important to give back equally; KOOL FM will be 

able to increase its footprint into these markets through this partnership. 

AIRPORT AUTHORITY OF JAMAICA (AAJ) 

Mr. Speaker, the AAJ has had another good year and is gearing up for a better year. 

NMIA Divestment Completion 

The divestment of Norman Manley International Airport is fully on track for the operators to assume 

control in October of this year. 
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Sangster International Growth Rates & Improvements 

The Sangster International Airport is growing from strength to strength.  It is now the fastest growing 

airport in the region.  We saw a 6% growth over 2017 and are projecting a 3% growth in 2019.  This 

year will see more improvements.  The renovated Ticketing Hall is now opened, a new shopping area 

and food court is to come and plans are far advanced to increase the size of the Immigration and 

Custom Hall. 

The installation of 30 ticketing kiosks in the ticketing hall, the most in any airport in the Caribbean, is 

enhancing the departure experience.  We intend to place kiosks in select hotels. The installing of 

over 50 immigration kiosks by the Passport Immigration Citizenship Agency (PICA) has gone a far way 

in reducing waiting times.  An expanded security check point area, extended runways and installing a 

Runway End Safety Area (RESA) at both ends of the runway will increase safety. 

Another feature I insisted on is that the new food court must be made accessible to the public, so 

that the community will be able to access the facility, so that the ‘Irie Airport’ will be a part of the 

community. 

Interestingly, Mr. Speaker, the ‘I love Mobay’ sign, is our most photographed sign in Jamaica.   
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AAJ Airfield Expansion & Developments 

The AAJ will continue to expand and improve our airports.  Not too long ago, Jamaica had 64 

airstrips, then it went to 52, now it is down to eight (8). We are determined to open more so that 

Jamaicans will see a resurgence in general aviation. 

We are improving our local airports physically, and installing pilot’s lounges in them.  Pilots will no 

longer be stuck under a tree or be exposed to the elements. 

Our work has paid off; Tinson Pen and Ken Jones were recently used as part of the filming of the 

latest James Bond Movie. 

The AAJ will be investing J$300 million into the Vernamfield Development Project.  A special 

purpose investment vehicle will be formed and the funds transferred.  The development of the 

Aerotropolis falls under another Ministry and we must separate the matters.  We are providing some 

of the development funds for this development.  The AAJ is not developing the venture. 

We will also be making good a commitment to ensure that the Lionel Densham Airstrip is up to 

standard, to facilitate the opening up of the South Coast.   
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Let me be very clear, this is a one-off investment, as we do not intend to operate this facility. The 

model of a community-based entity, along with the Private Sector’s involvement is working well.  It 

fits with the culture of the area.  We will however, ensure that we get value for our money. 

Mr. Speaker, we are far advanced in taking over the Holland Estate Airstrip, this will help the 

Ministry of Agriculture with the Agro Park Investment, open a quick pathway to market and provide 

an additional gateway to the world renowned Appleton Estate Tour. 

Mr. Speaker, as we open up this airstrip, more opportunities will be opening in Jamaica soon. If all 

goes well, we intend to go to the Minister of Finance and knowing him, he will find a way to assist 

more of our young people to get aviation training. 

Mr. Speaker, the more we open up general aviation, is the more opportunities open up. 

New Domestic Air Services 

Mr. Speaker, since the closure of Air Jamaica Express we have not had scheduled domestic flights in 

Jamaica. 

That reality is going to rapidly change. 

I invited two (2) business persons here today, Mr. Howard Levy and Mr. Lyndon Gardiner. Mr. Levy is 

a Jamaican and Mr. Gardiner is from the Turks and Caicos Islands. 

Both had to struggle in life, but have now qualified through the ‘University of Hard Knocks’. Both 

own airlines and both want to offer scheduled domestic flights as a first step and then international 

flights next, serving the Northern Caribbean, Mexico and Florida.  

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Levy is planning to start operations on June  15, 2019, offering flights to every 

registered aerodrome. 

Mr. Gardiner, Mr. Speaker, has just indicated to me that domestic flights in Jamaica are now on his 

web page as two minutes ago, he added a portal to sell domestic flights and he will start on July 9, 

2019. Gentlemen, thank you. 
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These scheduled domestic flights mark a new and historic day in general aviation.

 

Mr. Speaker, the Air Policy Committee is actively pursuing the open skies policy. We continue to sign 

more air services agreements so that our island can be better served by air linkages. 

The Honourable Prime Minister, in his manifesto, offered to move Jamaica from poverty to 

prosperity. As he said, it is not only a political slogan but a roadmap. 

Today, you can walk to prosperity, you can ride to prosperity, you can even drive and now you will 

be able to fly to prosperity!  Time will be saved, opportunities opened, tourists will spend more time 

on our beaches and businesses will flourish. I am encouraging Jamaicans to use these flights, take a 

plane and ease the pain. Let us support these ventures by flying.  

JAMAICA RAILWAY CORPORATION (JRC) 

The Jamaica Railway Corporation (JRC), Mr. Speaker, is awakening from its slumber as well. We have 

had railway services in Jamaica since 1854, long before New York. We use railway primarily to pull 

bauxite. But the time is here for a new day, a new deal. 

We are in the last phase of completing an arrangement with a private consortium, who will take over 

34 kilometres of our right of way and rails, to improve and relay the tracks, buy their own engine and 
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coaches, maintain the equipment and tracks and pay us a royalty per passenger for the permit from 

the JRC. 

This service, hopefully, will start in Montpelier to Catadupa as a tourist attraction, and eventually go 

to Appleton, but we are going to do it in phases. In addition, the stops along the route will have 

Jamaican businesses, hairdressers, vendors and craft people, all from the immediate community. No 

big chain stores. We want to put life back into these communities so the shopkeeper, the 

dressmaker, fruit vendor, farmer and artist will be allowed to benefit. We are in the process of also 

identifying and training these people.  

Repairs will start soon on buildings; a maintenance facility will be established in Montpelier. They are 

now looking at starting a Railway Museum, Food Court, Kiddies Park and other attractions, so that 

while we wait on the final approval from the agency, the people can benefit.  

Mr. Speaker, we intend to start a school train service. We are targeting the Old Harbour to Spanish 

Town and Spanish Town to Linstead legs.  

The technical requirements are here and the expertise is in-house. What we need is some funds and 

I am confident that when our discussions with the Ministry of Finance are complete, we will know if 

we will start one leg, then the next, or both at once. The JUTC will provide buses on a special route to 

sync with trains. The service will get our children off the street of Spanish Town early, and it is safe 

and reliable. Mr. Speaker, as we improve the roadways, people will buy more cars and eventually 

the gridlock on our roads will continue.   

We need to move away from the policies of moving vehicles and get to the place where we prioritise 

moving people.  

This is what this Government is about, that is why we are encouraging a proposal to provide an 

elevated light rail service in Kingston and Portmore.  
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We are not there yet but it’s coming. 

Mr. Speaker, the idea is to also use solar generated electricity on this project and it will be totally 

funded by the Private Sector. This is an exciting development. We are not there yet but we are 

sufficiently along to at least update you.  

ISLAND TRAFFIC AUTHORITY (ITA) 

Mr. Speaker, with the passage of the Road Traffic Act, the Island Traffic Authority (ITA) will be the 

lead Agency. So far, we have appointed members of the Authority (a Board). It includes a retired 

Examiner, Garnet Hosang, Transport Operator, Henrietta James, representative from the Police and 

Insurance Agencies, among others.  

Mr. Speaker, I will provide further update on this as the board is just getting ready and they must 

recruit a CEO in fast order. I will come back with an update soon.  

In addition, the ITA along with the police will be enforcing the provision, that trucks be fitted with 

crash bars at the back and right sides. This is to prevent small vehicles from running under trucks. 
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Additionally, come September 1, 2019, we will be encouraging motorists to drive with their lights 

on during the days. This has proven to reduce traffic crashes by 12 to 20% in other jurisdictions. We 

will run this voluntary pilot for a year, but make an assessment after six months.  

Mr. Speaker, I am also pleased to inform you that electronic traffic enforcement is coming. Running 

red lights, speeding, no seat belts, improper lane usage and accidents will be caught on traffic 

cameras. In addition, license plate reading tied to our database, will see tickets issued electronically 

and if not paid, cars will not be able to renew the registration.  We will soon begin a discussion with 

PICA, so that we will be able to hold on to offenders at the airports. We are leveraging technology to 

assist in road safety. All of this should have been done already, but these new things take time and 

the process of approval is long and drawn out but it is what it is. This Minister will take the time and 

the criticism, but will do it right. 

JAMAICA URBAN TRANSIT COMPANY (JUTC) 

Mr. Speaker the Jamaica Urban Transit Company (JUTC) is the government company to provide 

mass transportation. We are facing some challenges in discharging our mandate but we are 

addressing these. Mr. Speaker, we are to roll out 430 buses per day but we currently roll out an 

average of 360 buses. The fleet we inherited is old and was not properly maintained but we have 

introduced a rigorous maintenance and security program.  

There has been some pushback and recent fires. We can definitely say they were not accidental. 

Investigations are ongoing, but we have found that there is a network within and outside the 

company trying to sabotage the entity and the jobs of hundreds of hard-working Jamaicans. We 

condemn this little crew who are resistant to change and do not realise that they are placing the jobs 

of their colleagues at risk. If you shut down the company what happens to the other workers? 

Mr. Speaker, it all started when we employed a senior person to improve security and when we 

started to convert the buses to the El Hydro system. This removes the responsibility of the JUTC 

keeping oil and other lubricants and saves an average five oil changes per year. We have tightened 

up on the fare box and have done a pilot on a monitoring, tracking and maintenance system.  
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Mr. Speaker, the fare box system is old and operates offline. This, over the years has created a 

shortfall, as sometimes it takes up to three days for the system to be reconciled. Many times, the 

workers are accused wrongfully.  

It is a testament to the commitment of the workers that the company still operates. Yes, there are a 

few bad apples; we will remove them so the majority of the honest, hard-working workers won't get 

a bad name.  

Mr. Speaker, we have found that the buses are idle for about 40% of the time, there is massive over 

braking, speeding and our cameras have detected theft of the fare box on two occasions in the pilot. 

Both persons are no longer with the company.  

In addition the country must know that stoning of the buses is not only a major concern but it’s 

costly. Figures show that between 2015 and present, we had 408 incidents of stoning, an average of 

1.6   incidents per week, costing JMD $430 million. The cost for replacing one windscreen is JMD$1.1 

million. Furthermore, they have to be imported from Europe. It is not cheap. 

 

Mr. Speaker now in our stores, is JMD$1.7 billion dollars’ worth of parts and we are now moving to 

repair more and more buses. But we must purchase new buses. A project is being prepared for 

presentation to PIMSEC for consideration. We are preparing to purchase new buses.  



 

 
26 

 

However, we must deal with the approved funds to refurbish 15 of the 18 articulated buses and 

have received the NCC ‘no objection’ letter and Cabinet has given its go ahead. 

Mr. Speaker, we are currently in the market and are about to conclude a 15-month negotiation on a 

new Mobile Money Fare Collection System. 

This will allow persons to use their phones to purchase their fare.  

Mr. Speaker, we are completing the LNG terminal in Portmore. We have at our Depot the five brand 

new LNG buses that will be used as a pilot. We are hoping to get them in service during the summer. 

With our Wi-Fi program, almost 200 buses are fitted thus enhancing the riding experience and 

creating a revenue stream.  

In addition to this, we are in preliminary discussions with a Transport Operator who wants to be a 

sub-franchise holder for four of the routes in Portmore.  

If these talks are successful, 25 buses will be introduced into the system. We are excited about this. 

We are also offering 225 new sub-franchise routes to the JUTC. 

We have employed and trained 60 new drivers and will be training 50 more, we will soon employ 

more inspectors and security personnel. We have employed more mechanics and are training more. 

A new day is coming for the JUTC. We are not shirking from the challenges but we are facing and 

addressing them.  

Mr. Speaker, I have given instruction that the JUTC must consolidate all its head office operations at 

the almost empty Lyndhurst Road Depot. Head office type operations are all over and an internal 

estimate of JMD$140 Million has been generated to consolidate the operations. I have given 

instructions that an estimate must be had from the National Works Agency.  

We are currently procuring metal railings to fence off our drivers so that they can be protected.  The 

attacks on our drivers must stop! It must be condemned by all.  

Mr. Speaker, I also want to inform you that all of the pension arrears, over JMD $140 Million, has 

now been paid in full.  
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Mr. Speaker, we are facing our challenge frontally seeking creative ways to resolve them while we 

order new buses. We are not where we want to be, but we are a far way from where we started in 

2016. We are not yet out of the woods but we are making steady progress with this entity and we 

will not stop until we deliver a proper bus service to the people. 

MONTEGO BAY METRO  

Mr. Speaker, for the first ever, this entity has all the spare parts they need. Today 14 buses have 

been repaired and are now on the road. More buses will come on stream as they are repaired. 

THE TRANSPORT AUTHORITY (TA) 

This is the entity that regulates the public passenger industry. Despite the challenges, we are seeing 

improvements in the sector. Mr. Speaker, this Minister has had 14 meetings with the various 

stakeholders in the system in 12 months. This has never happened before. We are listening to our 

partners.  

This Minister is the only Minister, in our history, to place a member of the public passenger sector on 

the Board of the TA and ITA.  

This Minister is encouraging the industry to join with the Government and remove the bad drivers 

and operators in the system. We thankfully have started. It will take a while, but we have started. 

The new Road Traffic Act is of great benefit. 

We have made getting a badge easier while improving on the security checks. We are now verifying 

the address and information on our records.  

We are negotiating a MoU with the Insurance Industry to share information so that we can close the 

loophole on those who should not to be in the industry.  

Mr. Speaker, along with the stakeholders we have started ‘Operation One Road’ with weekly 

operations along a specific roadway in each region. We have the Police, ITA and Justices of the Peace 

on board, and we are on the go, we do not stay in one spot. So far, we have over 3 weeks stopped 

54,000 vehicles islandwide, warned 10,800, seized 488 and issued 6,100 tickets. 
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Mr. Speaker, the exercise will continue as we seek behavior change and that won’t happen 

overnight. We have now in training some 50 new Inspectors and they will allow us to do more. We 

are now working on weekends and at nights.  

This is a first. 

Mr. Speaker, our drivers started wearing uniforms recently and we have seen 85% compliance. But 

Mr. Speaker, this industry is labeled not by the positive and the good, but by what is characterised 

by those who do the bad. We understand that and are addressing the matter.  

Drivers with 10 or more tickets will now see their licenses and badges being suspended or canceled. 

We are also working with the HOPE Programme and HEART to train new drivers in defensive driving 

islandwide. We have identified certified driving schools in each parish and through the HOPE 

Programme, mature responsible youngsters will be selected and the TA pays for the course. The 

JUTC also will be making their Lakes Pen driving facility available to this programme. Proper driver 

training will create a pool from which to select drivers.  

Also, in partnership with a software developer we will soon launch an App that will use a game 

format and self-evaluation, to teach the road code and defensive driving. The topics covered are 

those that will be tested on. Over the next two years every PPV driver will be tested when they come 

to renew their badges. People can study in the privacy of their home. Eventually this App or similar 

ones will be available for those who will be applying for a driver’s licence.  

Mr. Speaker, we wish to again state that we have the funds to work on the Montego Bay Taxi and 

Bus Park but we are still waiting on the Municipal Corporation for the drawings.  
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Mr. Speaker, the Authority, as a corporate citizen, is playing its part in the furtherance of this in that 

they have devoted some funds to the National Education Trust (NET) to assist rural schools with 

transportation. The schools that have been selected are:  Yallahs High in St. Thomas and Maldon 

High School in St James. At the time of donation there was an accident in St. Thomas involving 

students and one in St. James.  

Mr. Speaker, last year we announced a liberalisation of the public passenger industry. It has worked 

well. We have seen some 7,000 illegal operators apply and get their licenses. 

Seven thousand (7,000) families positively affected. 

We announced a 16 point liberalisation programme last year. It is going well.  But as promised then, 

we are making some modifications.  

We have seen push back on some features and acceptance on others. Mr. Speaker, after extensive 

consultations, we wish to make the following adjustment to the historic 16 point liberalisation 

programme, these adjustments were promised.  

- No new taxi licence for Kingston and St Andrew.  
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- For known bus routes, only buses will be allowed, so no taxi will get a licence to operate on a 

bus route. Only a bus. 

- No crushing of seized vehicles  

- The takeover service within the industry will now be allowed but the Transport Authority 

must approve the new purchaser. The service allows people who are in the industry and wish 

to leave; to sell their bus and the Transport Authority will now transfer the licence provided 

the purchaser qualifies in his own right.  

- The GPS tracker requirement is being modified. All vehicles in the sector must be fitted with 

a tracker by 1 April 2020, but new applicants must be fitted with one from now. However, 

the owner will be required to monitor and they will not be required to provide the constant 

feed to the Transport Authority, but the owners must make the information available to the 

TA and the Police or any other authorised body if needed. The owner is required to keep the 

feed for 30 days. 

- The discounts from the insurance companies will continue. Some insurance companies are 

offering up to 20 percent discount for vehicles fitted with a tracker. 

The Transport Authority has been taking application for new licences since yesterday. All route taxi 

routes are open, Mr. Speaker, we urge all Jamaicans who are operating illegally to apply. You can 

now even apply for a route you designed (design your own route).  

Because licences are now being approved at the Regional office, processing is much shorter and you 

get your licence quicker. 

There is no excuse for anyone to be running as a “robot”.  

We must clean up the system, too many of our children and people are dying on the streets. Too 

many of our people are being abducted, raped and robbed.  

Mr. Speaker, last year Jamaicans answered my call to have introduced online taxi service into 

Jamaica, 876 On The Go Taxi and Ride Jamaica.com. One Move is coming, built for Jamaicans by 

Jamaicans.  
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When we set our minds to things, we can accomplish them. People condemned me last year and 

today the two online companies are operating and making a profit.  

Mr. Speaker, investors in this industry must realize that the taxi business is not a hustle, it's a 

legitimate business. 

 

That is why I am talking to a provider to provide a cashless collection system for taxis, a system 

where companies advertise. The industry is changing, the stakeholders must change. 

To help this change the public must play a role. We want members of the public to take pictures and 

video public passenger vehicles, which are breaking the law, overcrowding, speeding and generally 

bad driving. Share the pictures and video to this WhatsApp number: 876-551-8196. 

All of us must play our part to clean up the system. We want a mighty people’s army to help in 

cleaning up the system. You are doing this to save lives. So get your phones and start videotaping.  

Let’s do it together. Taximen, drivers, investors you too must continue to play your part in ridding 

the system of the “bad eggs”. 

Good taximen will not have a problem with this. Let us see who complains.  

How many Taxi Operators want their children in the industry? We must make it so that fathers and 

mothers encourage their children to be in the business. My dream is to see the operators fully 
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integrated; I wish to see taxi owners and associations importing vehicles for themselves, establishing 

driving schools, repair and maintenance, research and design facilities.  

Mr. Speaker, I am committed to pushing and working with the industry for it to be better. This 

industry has contributed to the economy; the industry has the trust of many mothers as they hand 

over their children to taximen every day. Let us correct the negative and highlight the positive.  

This is why I have nominated two long-time industry players for National Awards and will continue to 

do so in the years ahead.  

In addition, this Minister will be launching and hosting an annual Public Passenger Industry Award, to 

reward those who give extraordinary service. We must encourage the good men and women.  

Mr. Speaker, I thought I would have laid the amendments to the Transport Authority Act by now. 

But the legislative wheels don’t turn as fast as I would wish. But it’s coming sir, it’s coming. 

The consultations for the revised National Transport Policy are ongoing and the new policy will soon 

be drafted. 

Mr. Speaker, road safety affects all of us. So far over 180 persons have died on our roads. 

This cannot continue as road deaths and collisions cause approximately JMD$2.5 billion dollars in 

direct hospital costs, lost man hours for the victims and this does not take in the lost man hours their 

families have to give up to visit hospitals and pharmacies.  

180 families are mourning, never to see a loved one again. Plus, there are over 300 persons that 

were damaged and disabled as a result of an accident. Mr. Speaker everybody knows that you must 

slow down, that you must wear your seatbelt, and when you ride use a helmet… but most persons 

don't.  

My fellow Jamaicans, when you are speeding have you ever given thought to who is going to sleep 

with your wife when you are dead? Or who is going to demand that your daughter carry their 

stepfather’s slippers? 
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Mothers, have you thought of which stepmother is going to raise your child when you're gone? Who 

wants to be willingly placed in a wheelchair and have someone do everything for them? 

People, slow down, wear your seat belts and helmets.  

Mr. Speaker, this portfolio is moving Jamaicans towards prosperity. We have challenges but we are 

equal to the task. We continue to work because there is much to be done. We have listened, 

consulted and adjusted because we don't have all the answers, so we form partnerships. 

We are not in any competition; that is why we consult and, in that regard, I call again publicly on the 

opposition spokesman to come sit with me and let us work together. I am here seeking consensus, 

not a quarrel.  

Mr. Speaker, we are well on the way to prosperity, there are challenges yes, but we are well on the 

way. There is no turning back, we are implementing, we are building, we are not into beautiful 

speaking, ‘ is action we say’, we are the action team, the implementing team, we are led by a builder, 

and we will build and build and build, so that Jamaica may, under God increase in beauty, fellowship 

and prosperity. 

Mr. Speaker if it so pleases you.  

Thank you. 
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