
MInIsTER OF Health and 
Wellness, Dr. the Hon. 
Christopher Tufton, says that 
as part of continuous meas-
ures to combat non-commu-
nicable diseases (nCDs), the 
Ministry will be implementing 
a national salt Reduction 
Programme. 
      speaking at the Regional 
Meeting on ‘Reduction of 
salt for Prevention and 
Control of nCDs’ at the 
University of the West Indies 
in st. andrew on June 4, Dr. 
Tufton said the programme, 
which aims to “reduce blood 
pressure and associated    

cardiovascular diseases”, 
carries a $23-million budget. 

      The Minister pointed out 
that the project will run for 18 
months in partnership with 
the Caribbean Institute for 
Health Research (CaIHR), 
which organised the meeting. 
      “The project is to capture 
baseline data on salt con-
sumption, as well as salt 
content in packages and 
restaurant foods,” Dr.  Tufton 
said. 
      He pointed out that the 
2018 Investment Case for 
nCDs in Jamaica predicts 
that the economy stands to 
gain more than $77 billion 
over a 15-year period “from 

investing in a package of 
interventions for tobacco, 
alcohol, diabetes, and car-
diovascular diseases”.  
      noting that the region has 
a blood pressure problem, 
the Minister said statistics  
show that many of the terri-
tories have similar issues 
with nCDs, and that countries 
must work together to tackle 
the problem. 
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Consistent Growth for Almost  
18 Consecutive Quarters
PRIME MInIsTER the Most 
Hon. andrew Holness says 
the local economy has been 
experiencing consistent 
growth for almost 18 con-
secutive quarters. 
      speaking to partici-
pants at the Ministry of 
Economic Growth and Job 
Creation’s strategic leader-
ship Retreat at Moon 
Palace in Ocho Rios, st. 
ann, on June 6, Mr. Holness 
said Jamaica is seeing a 
return to sustainable peri-
ods of significant economic 
growth not witnessed in the 
country in years. 
      For the 2018 calendar 
year, the economy grew by 
1.9 per cent. 
      The Prime Minister argued 
that if the economy contin-
ues to maintain this level of 
growth and achieves two per 
cent growth [for the year], 
then Jamaica will be on a 
trajectory “to its true growth 

potential, which is about 
five per cent”. 
      “It shows that there is a 
certain level of sustainability 
in what we [the Govern-
ment] are doing, and even 
though we have had some 
shocks, we can still recover 
and keep growing. 
      It is still a good sign that 
something right is happening 
within the economy to keep 
generating quarter after 
quarter growth,” Mr. Holness 
said. 
      The Prime Minister noted 
that one of the benefits that 
has arisen from the current 
periods of sustainable 
growth is employment. He 
said that statistics would 
show unemployment to be 
down to eight per cent and 
stated that this was not by 
accident, but a product of 
deliberate policies enacted 
by the Government. 

Jamaicans to Pay Respects to Seaga

THE GOVERnMEnT 
is resolute that there 
will be no mining in the 

designated protected area 
of the Cockpit Country. 
      addressing stakeholders 
in Troy, Trelawny, on June 5, 
Prime Minister the Most Hon. 
andrew Holness said contrary 
to rumours, there is no bauxite 
mining taking place in the area. 
      “I called all the agencies 
with regulatory and manage-
ment responsibility for the 
Cockpit lands and who par-
ticipated in the designation 
and demarcation of the area, 
and I asked each of them to 
use their resources to ascer-
tain and confirm to me 
whether or not there is any 
instance of mining in the area 
designated to be protected 
as the Cockpit Country,” he 
informed. 
      Mr. Holness said, “all the 
agencies say they know of no 
instance of mining in the area”. 
      Meanwhile, the Prime 
Minister said he is confident 
that there is enough consensus 
to have legislation enacted in 
Parliament, to facilitate tabling 
of the Cockpit Country 

(Designated) Protected area 
into law. 

      Mr. Holness also advised 
that he is currently reviewing 
other matters raised in relation 
to residents and other stake-
holders, and the “delicate 
balancing act” between the 
protected and commercial 
areas of the Cockpit Country. 

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (2nd left) 
places a permanent marker in the designated protected 
area of the Cockpit Country in Trelawny, on June 5. 
Looking on is Minister without portfolio in the Ministry of 
Economic Growth and Job Creation, Hon. Daryl Vaz (left), 
while European Union Ambassador, Malgorzata Wasilewska 
(3rd left), and Chief Executive Officer and Conservator of 
Forests at the Forestry Department, Marylin Headley, 
assist the Prime Minister.
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Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left) in 
discussion with Minister without Portfolio in the 
Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation, 
Senator the Hon. Pearnel Charles Jr., at the Ministry’s  
‘Strategic Leadership Retreat’, at Moon Palace in 
Ocho Rios, St. Ann, on June 6. 

Health and Wellness Ministry to Implement Salt Reduction Programme

sEvERal EvEnTs have 
been scheduled for 
Jamaicans to pay their 
respects to late  former 
Prime Minister, the Most 
Hon. Edward seaga, culmi-
nating with the state Funeral 
to be held on June 23 at     
the Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
north street, in downtown 
Kingston, beginning at 12 
noon. 

      Mr. seaga will be laid to 
rest at national Heroes Park, 
following the funeral service.  
      Minister of Culture, 
Gender, Entertainment and 
sport, Hon. Olivia Grange, 
provided details during a 
press briefing, held at 
Jamaica House in st. 
andrew on June 3. 
      Condolence books have 
been opened for signing at 

several locations, including 
the Office of the Prime 
Minister, Gordon House, and 
Jamaica’s Missions overseas. 
      On June 10, the body 
will lie in state in West 
Kingston at the Tivoli 
Gardens Community Centre 
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., 
and on June 11, at the 
Denham Town Community 
Centre from 10:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. 
      “His body will lie in state 
at the national arena on 
June 19 and 20. also on 
June 19, there will be a spe-
cial sitting of both Houses of 
Parliament in tribute to Mr. 
seaga, beginning at 2:00 
p.m.,” Ms. Grange said. 
      On June 18, the arts in 
Tribute will be held at the 
little Theatre in Kingston. a 
Revival Table will be held at 
the Tivoli Gardens 
Community Centre, starting 
at 7:30 p.m. on June 19, 
while on saturday, June 22, 
a ‘set Up’ will be held at the 
Tivoli Gardens square 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
      In addition, June 19 to 
June 22 has been declared 
the official period of mourning. 

Minister of Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport, 
Hon. Olivia 'Babsy' Grange, signs the Condolence Book 
for the late former Prime Minister, the Most Hon. Edward 
Seaga, at Gordon House in downtown Kingston on June 4.

Plans to Revive Railway Passenger Service Advanced
Plans by the Jamaica 
Railway Corporation (JRC)   
to revive the island’s rail-   
way passenger service are 
advanced. 
      “We are in the last phase 
of completing an arrangement 
with a private consortium, 
which will take over 34 kilo-
metres of our right of way 
and rails, improve and re-lay 
the tracks, buy their own 
engine and coaches, and 
maintain the equipment and 
tracks,” Transport and Mining 
Minister, Hon. Robert 
Montague, announced. 
      additionally, he said the 
consortium will pay a royalty 
per passenger for the permit 

they will be provided by the JRC 
to undertake the operation. 
      Minister Montague was 
making his contribution in 
the 2019/20 sectoral Debate 
in the House of Represen-
tatives in downtown Kingston 
on Tuesday, June 4. 
      He noted that the service 
is expected to commence 
on the Montpelier to 
Catadupa leg in st. James 
as a tourist attraction, and 
eventually extend to 
appleton in st. Elizabeth. 
      “In addition, the stops 
along the route will have 
Jamaican businesses, hair-
dressers, vendors and craft 
people, all from the immediate 

community… no big chain 
stores,” Mr. Montague said. 
      He added that these 
stakeholders are being facili-
tated because “we want to 
put life back into these com-
munities”, while advising that 
“we are in the process of 
also identifying and training 
these people”. 
      The Minister said repairs 
on buildings along the tar-
geted routes to be utilised 
for various engagements will 
commence shortly, with a 
maintenance facility slated 
to be established in Montpelier.  

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness reads to students in the early child-
hood division of Fundaciones (El Centro) in St. Andrew during a visit to the school 
on June 6.
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