
JAmAICANS WILL have the
opportunity to purchase
shares in Wigton Windfarm
Limited, when the Initial
public Offering (IpO) opens
on April 17.
      eleven billion shares at
0.50 cents each are being
offered under the IpO, and
will run until may 1. Of this
amount, 2.2 billion shares will
be reserved for public sector
workers. The Government is
seeking to raise $5.5 billion
from the sale.
      The offer forms part of
the Government’s thrust to
enable ordinary Jamaicans to
own shares in state entities
that are being privatised. 
      Speaking at the launch
of the IpO at the Jamaica
pegasus hotel on April 9,
prime minister the most hon.
Andrew holness said the
undertaking is intended to
facilitate wealth creation for
Jamaicans at all levels.

      “This is the best way of

giving back to people of the

country. This is the best way

of achieving the goal of socia-

lisation of wealth,” he argued.

      The prime minister said he

has “great hopes” for Wigton

in private ownership, in light

of renewable energy being

the “future of investments”.

      “Wigton, by virtue of being
an already efficient operator,
and by virtue of refining their
skills in the private sector,
would be very well-placed
competitively to capture some
of that newly determined
space for procurement, which
means that the longevity of
the company would look very
well,” he said.
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P
RIME MINISTER the

most hon. Andrew

holness has informed

that the economy grew by

two per cent in the fourth

quarter of 2018.

      mr. holness, who made

the announcement at the

launch of Wigton Windfarm

Limited’s initial public offering

(IpO), at the Jamaica pegasus

hotel on April 9, said this

revised figure was confirmed

by the Statistical Institute of

Jamaica (STATIN).

      The agency reported that

Gross Domestic product (GDp)

growth for the October to

December quarter was two

per cent, compared to the

corresponding quarter of 2017.

      preliminary estimates for

the 2018 calendar year had

indicated growth of 1.9 per cent.

      “We have had 16 con-

secutive quarters of growth,

all increasing inch by inch.

We will get to four… and very

soon. We are on the runway, we

are picking up momentum.

We will take off and soar as

this country is destined to do,”

the prime minister asserted.

      STATIN attributed this

growth to increases in both

the services industries and

the goods-producing indus-

tries of one per cent and 4.9

per cent, respectively.

      Growth was achieved in all

the goods-producing indus-

tries: Agriculture, Forestry and

Fishing (3.1 per cent), mining

and Quarrying (25 per cent),

manufacturing (2 per cent)

and Construction (3.7 per cent).

Growth of Two Per Cent in 
Last Quarter of 2018

Shares in Wigton Windfarm Available Come April 17

Prime Minister the Most
Hon. Andrew Holness

Consumer and Business 
Confidence Up
CONSumer AND business

confidence in the economy

remain positive, with both

indices recording increases

for the first quarter of 2019.

      The consumer confi-

dence index was 177.5

points compared to the

175.5 points in the fourth

quarter of 2018, while the

business confidence index

increased to 151 points.

      This was disclosed at a

press conference held on

April 9 at the Spanish Court

hotel in New Kingston.

      The survey of consumer

confidence and the survey

of business confidence

were undertaken by market

research Services on behalf

of the Jamaica Chamber of

Conference (JCC).

      managing Director of

market research Services,

Don Anderson, said con-

sumers’ expectations for

jobs is at the heart of the

surge in consumer confi-

dence.

      “especially over the last

three years, consumers

have been buoyed by the

prospects of new jobs, par-

ticularly in the construction

sector, the business process

outsourcing (BpO) sector

and to a lesser extent in the

tourism sector. Over the last

three years, the consumer’s

confidence has been con-

sistent, and it is clear that

consumers are upbeat

about their prospects of

getting a job,” mr. Anderson

said.

      regarding the business

confidence index, he noted

that companies remain bullish

on their plans to invest.

      According to the data,

firms’ willingness to invest

in new plants and equipment

records the highest in the

history of this survey, soaring

to 159 points, surpassing

the record set in the last

quarter of 2018 (151 points).

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (left),
addresses attendees at the launch of Wigton Windfarm
Limited’s Initial Public Offering (IPO), at the Jamaica
Pegasus Hotel in New Kingston on April 9. Listening (from
left) are Executive Chairman of Mayberry Investments
Limited, Christopher Berry and Minister of Science, Energy
and Technology, Hon. Fayval Williams.

Refurbished Science Lab Handed Over to 
St. Catherine High

“Over the last 
three years, the 

consumer’s 
confidence has

been consistent,
and it is clear that

consumers are
upbeat about their

prospects of 
getting a job.” 

Campbell’s Castle Primary School Rebuilt
CAmpBeLL’S CASTLe

primary School in South

manchester has been

rebuilt at a cost of over $51

million, providing a more

modern and spacious faci-

lity for teachers and

students.

      The new two-storey

structure comprises four

classrooms, a computer

laboratory, principal’s office,

staff room, bathrooms, a

storeroom, and other facili-

ties to serve the small stu-

dent population. 

      The project was under-

taken by the education,

Youth and Information

ministry, through the National

education Trust (NeT), with

the Japanese Government

contributing just over $13

million under the Grant

Assistance for Grass-roots

human Security initiative.

      Infrastructure work was

done over two phases with

the first phase extending

from may to October 2017;

and the second segment

from August 2018 to march

2019.

      Advisor at the ministry,

howard Chamberlain, who

delivered the keynote

address at the official han-

dover of the school on April

8, said that the project “pro-

vides a conducive teaching

and learning environment

that caters to all levels of

learners, enabling them to

enhance their knowledge

and competence”.

“It means that no child

who attends Campbell’s

Castle should feel left

behind in having access to

the latest technology and

other resources to help with

their educational develop-

ment,” he said.

      mr. Chamberlain noted

that the added facilities

will better enable teachers

to apply the National

Standards Curriculum and

prepare students for the

primary exit profile (pep). 

USF to Spend $1.13 Billion for Full Implementation
of Tablets in Schools Project

The uNIverSAL Service

Fund (uSF) is projected to

spend approximately $1.13

billion to commence full

implementation of the Tablets

in Schools project, which is

expected to get under way

this year, following the pilot’s

completion.

      According to the 2019/

20 public Bodies estimates

of revenue and expen-

diture, $700 million is being

programmed to purchase

additional tablets; $220

million for Wi-Fi services;

and another $210 million to

facilitate Internet access at

beneficiary schools.

      The uSF, which falls under

the ministry of Science, energy

and Technology, provides

broadband Internet access

to public sector organisations,

mainly schools, libraries and

post offices, as well as faith-

based organisations and the

disabled community.

      Service to the latter

stakeholders is facilitated

through established Com-

munity Access points (CAps).

      The uSF also assists

with infrastructural upgrades

for specified public sector

institutions, including: parlia-

ment, the judiciary, security

forces, and libraries to enable

improved service delivery.

      The Fund’s revenue is

derived from a levy charged

on all international calls

terminating in Jamaica.

Member of  Parliament and wife of the Prime Minister and past student of  St. Catherine
High School, the Most Hon. Juliet Holness (2nd right), and Chair of Digicel Foundation, Jean
Lowrie-Chin (right), listen to Shaneilla Barker (left) as she speaks about acid-based titration
in the refurbished science laboratory, which was officially handed over to the St. Catherine
High School on April 10. Also listening in are her peers, (from 2nd left), Nadja Hancel,
Charice Walters and Shennika Christie. The laboratory was refurbished by the Foundation.

Japan's Ambassador to Jamaica, His Excellency
Hiromasa Yamazaki (left), looks at furniture in one of the
classrooms at the newly rebuilt Campbell’s Castle
Primary School in South Manchester, at the official hand-
over of the institution on April 8. Others (from second
left) are Advisor at the Ministry of Education, Youth
and Information, Howard Chamberlain; Member of
Parliament for South Manchester, Michael Stewart; and
Principal of the school, Petagaye Campbell.

The Supreme Court on

April 12, ruled aspects of

the 2017 National Identifi-

cation and registration Act

unconstitutional. The Gov-

ernment in a subsequent

statement said it is respect-

ful of the court's ruling and

will spend time carefully

reviewing the judgment,

after which a more fulsome

response will be forthcoming.

      The Administration in

the meantime voiced its

sincere gratitude to the full

court panel comprising of

Chief Justice Bryan Sykes,

Justice David Batts and

Justice Lisa palmer hamilton

for their considered judg-

ment.

Gov’t Reviewing Decision of the Court
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