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PM Announces Administrative
Changes
P

RiMe MiNiSteR, the

Most Hon. andrew

Holness has an-

nounced several administra-

tive changes, effective

February 14.

   Key among these is Hon.

Fayval williams’ appoint-

ment as Minister of Science,

energy and technology.

   She previously served as

Minister without portfolio in

the Ministry of Finance and

the public Service.

   Joining her is former per-

manent Secretary in the Min-

istry of Justice, Carol palmer,

who assumes that position in

the energy Ministry.

   the changes are consistent

with significant policy, gover-

nance and administrative ad-

vances which Mr. Holness

said have been made since

taking over the  science, en-

ergy, and technology portfo-

lios last July.

   additionally, he said the

Boards of all agencies falling

under the portfolios “have to

be reconstituted, where nec-

essary, and appropriately

missioned”.

   “i am, therefore, confident

that with the changes set in

motion, i can now refocus my

attention and effort on other

pressing areas of Government,

particularly crime, ease of

doing business, and comple-

ting the extensive infrastruc-

ture programme undertaken,”

the prime Minister stated. 

   other administrative changes

announced see Hon. Floyd

Green, who was State Minister

in the Ministry of education,

youth and information, reas-

signed in that capacity in the

Ministry of industry, Com-

merce, agriculture and Fish-

eries.

   He has been replaced by

former State Minister in the

Ministry of Culture, Gender,

entertainment and Sport,

Hon. alando terrelonge.

   Meanwhile, former perma-

nent Secretary in the office of

the prime Minister (opM),

Sancia Bennett templer, has

assumed that position in the

Justice Ministry.

   permanent Secretary in the

Ministry of economic Growth

and Job Creation, audrey

Sewell, has reassumed that

role in the opM.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness addressing the House of Representatives.
Listening are: Finance and the Public Service Minister, Dr. the Hon. Nigel Clarke (left, front
row), Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and
Fisheries, Hon. J.C. Hutchinson (left, back row); and Labour and Social Security Minister,
Hon. Shahine Robinson.

CaBiNet HaS approved the
allocation of over $600 mil-
lion to treat with the dengue
fever outbreak in Jamaica.
       Health Minister, dr. the
Hon. Christopher tufton,
said of that amount, $55.7
million has been earmarked
for Members of parliament
and $100 million Municipal
Corporations to undertake
community vector control
activities.

      He was providing an
update in the House of Rep-
resentatives, on February 12. 
       dr. tufton said for the
month of February, the
Ministry will continue to
work with regional and inter-
national collaborators to
sustain the ramped up
vector control management,
public education and clinical
management.
       “we urge Jamaicans to
search for and destroy mos-
quito breeding sites around
their homes, visit their
doctors if they experience
symptoms and follow the
prescribed course of treat-
ment,” he advised.

       dr. tufton also assured
that there is an adequate
supply of medication to treat
dengue cases.
       “there is no shortage of
medication in the public or
the private health system,”
he said, pointing out that the
stock level of certain drugs
continues to be monitored.
       these include:  parac-
etamol tablets and syrup,
oral rehydration products
and intravenous fluids.
       as at February 8, the
Ministry classified 1,166
suspected, presumed or
confirmed cases with dates
of onset in 2019. 
       there have been six
confirmed deaths, five from
Kingston and St. andrew,
and one from portland. 
       a total of 1,023 sus-
pected of confirmed cases
were classified in 2018.

Health Minister, Dr. the Hon.
Christopher Tufton, updates
the House on the Represen-
tatives on the Government’s
response to the dengue
fever outbreak. 

Gov’t Presents $803 Billion Budget for 2019/20
tHe GoVeRNMeNt has pre-

sented an $803 billion Budget

for the 2019/20 fiscal year.

   a total of $731 billion has

been earmarked for recurrent

(housekeeping) expenses,

and $72 billion for capital (de-

velopment) projects.

   the Ministry of Finance and

the public Service has been

allocated the largest sum,

with $385.6 billion for recur-

rent expenses, and $5.7 bil-

lion for capital expenditure.

   a large portion of the sum

will go towards meeting Ja-

maica’s debt obligations.

the Ministry of National

Security has received $72.4

billion for recurrent expendi-

ture and $20.2 billion for

capital projects.

   Significant focus will be

placed on the Jamaica Con-

stabulary Force’s modernisa-

tion and transformation, and

bolstering support for the

Jamaica defence Force.

   the Ministry of economic

Growth and Job Creation has

received $10.9 billion for re-

current expenditure and $18

billion for capital projects; of-

fice of the prime Minister, $9.1

billion for recurrent, and $7.9

billion for capital. the Ministry

of Justice has been allocated

$8.5 billion for recurrent and

$1.7 billion for capital.

   

Finance and the Public
Service Minister, Dr. the
Hon. Nigel Clarke

Gov’t to Improve Access to Home Ownership

MoRe NatioNal Housing

trust (NHt) contributors

will benefit from measures

by the Government to in-

crease access to home

ownership. 

      this was disclosed by

Governor-General His ex-

cellency the Most Hon. Sir

patrick allen while deliver-

ing the throne Speech to

open the new session of

parliament in Gordon

House, on February 14.

      He indicated that by

providing greater access

to funding and bringing

additional projects to mar-

ket, home ownership will

become a reality for more

Jamaicans in the 2019/20

fiscal year and beyond. 

      the Governor-General

said the NHt will review its

construction management

processes, redesign/en-

hance its customer-facing

systems, and implement

an improved contributions

accounting management

system.

      He noted that the

NHt Strategic Review,

which has been tabled in

parliament, will be debated

this year.

Governor-General His Excel-
lency the Most Hon. Sir
Patrick Allen addressing the
2019/20 Ceremonial Opening
of Parliament at Gordon
House, on February 14.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (2nd left) and his wife, Member of Parliament
for East Rural St. Andrew, the Most Hon. Juliet Holness (3rd right), lead Government Parlia-
mentarians to Gordon House for the 2019/20 Ceremonial Opening of Parliament on
February 14. From left (front row) are Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade Minister, Senator
the Hon. Kamina Johnson Smith; Minister without Portfolio in the Office of the Prime
Minister, Hon. Karl Samuda; and Minister of Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport,
Hon. Olivia ‘Babsy’ Grange. In the back row are (from left): Attorney General, Marlene Mala-
hoo Forte; newly appointed Science, Energy and Technology Minister, Hon. Fayval
Williams (partially hidden); Transport and Mining Minister, Hon. Robert Montague;
Finance and the Public Service Minister, Dr. the Hon. Nigel Clarke; and State 
Minister in the Ministry of National Security, Hon. Rudyard Spencer.

Newly appoiNted Science,

energy and technology Min-

ister, Hon. Fayval williams,

says the first order of busi-

ness is promoting good gov-

ernance across the Ministry. 

   Mrs. williams said she will

be guided by the new Cabi-

net-approved procedures for

public bodies board selec-

tions, and the procurement

process. 

   the guidelines are in keeping

with the administration’s un-

dertaking to further strengthen

the corporate governance

framework of statutory bodies

in order to improve accounta-

bility and the transparency of

operations. 

   “Right now, what the Jam-

aican people want is for their

hope and trust to be restored

in this organisation, so that is

first. we will go in and begin

the process of restoring their

trust and confidence in these

institutions,” Mrs. williams

added.  

   She further stated that the

Government will be forging

ahead with the compulsory

acquisition of the State-

owned oil refinery, petrojam. 

   on tuesday February 12,

prime Minister the Most Hon.

andrew Holness tabled a Bill

in the House of Representa-

tives to retake ownership of

the 49 per cent shares in the

facility that are held by the

Venezuelan State-owned oil

and natural gas company,

petróleos de Venezuela (pdV)

Caribe.

   the Bill, titled the Compul-

sory acquisition (Shares in

petrojam limited) act of 2019,

provides for ownership of the

applicable property to vest in

the accountant General in

trust for the Government and

for compensation to be paid

to persons having an interest

in the property in accordance

with specified rules.

  Meanwhile, Mrs. williams

advised that there will be

“broad consultations” with in-

terested parties on the terms

of References (toR) for the

forensic audit into petrojam.

   She assured that the draft-

ing of the toR will be a trans-

parent process “so that the

people of Jamaica will trust

the outcomes”. 

New Energy Minister Focused on
Strengthening Governance

Newly appointed Science,
Energy and Technology
Minister, Hon. Fayval
Williams

Parliamentary Year Opens

$600M  Allocated to Curtail
Dengue Fever  Outbreak

“We urge Jamaicans to

search for and destroy

mosquito breeding sites

around their homes, visit

their doctors if they 

experience symptoms 

and follow the prescribed

course of treatment.”


