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P
RIME MINISTER the

most hon. Andrew

holness is encouraging

greater transformation of

educational institutions through

stronger partnerships, partic-

ularly with past students’

associations.

      Acknowledging that the

Government’s budgetary allo-

cation to schools is limited, the

Prime minister noted that

associations can assist with

specific projects at the insti-

tutions.

     “What we do try to do…

is to give you enough to

maintain a minimum and uni-

formed standard across the

education system, but

schools have by their own

resources and effort, man-

aged to use the little that the

Government gives [to] raise

more to do more and we

encourage schools to do

that,” mr. holness said.

      he was speaking at the

official opening of the

Ashenheim Stadium on the

grounds of Jamaica College

(JC), at its old hope road

location in St. Andrew on

February 21.

      Jamaica College was gifted

an eight-lane 400-metre syn-

thetic track courtesy of the

Ashenheim family.

      mr. holness said through

the donation, the family has

demonstrated that “the spirit

of enterprise and the spirit of

philanthropy are still alive

and well in Jamaica”.

      he pointed out that the

facility, which was previously

a “dust bowl”, has been

transformed into a world-class

state-of-the-art track facility

that he anticipates will pro-

duce future top-class athletes.

      “I am expecting that JC

will be producing many great

athletes who will probably be

performing on the olympic

stage and gaining Jamaica

more medals. (Importantly), it

will reach the average stu-

dent, who will now have the

facilities to develop their

skills,” he said.

Prime Minister the Most Hon. Andrew Holness (right) and Michael Ashenheim (2nd
left) unveil the sign for the new Ashenheim Stadium located on the grounds of
Jamaica College. The facility was officially opened during a ceremony at the institution’s
Old Hope Road campus in St. Andrew on February 20. Also participating is Minister of
Education, Youth and Information, Senator the Hon. Ruel Reid.

1.8 Per Cent Growth in 2018 
The eConomy grew by an

estimated 1.8 per cent during

2018.

      The Planning Institute

of Jamaica (PIoJ) says this

represents the sixth con-

secutive calendar year of

growth, and the highest

annual outturn in 12 years.

Speaking at the PIoJ’s

quarterly briefing last week,

Director General, Dr. Wayne

henry, said the outturn was

facilitated by several factors.

      These include: increased

external demand for goods

and services, particularly in

the mining and Quarrying,

and hotels and restaurants

subsectors; increased dom-

estic demand, underpinned

by record levels of employ-

ment; and improved macro-

economic stability, as

reflected in relatively low

inflation and the lowering of

interest rates.

      Dr. henry said the Goods

Producing Industry is esti-

mated to have grown by 4.8

per cent and the Services

Industry by 0.8 per cent.

      “Industries recording

the strongest growth during

the year were – mining and

Quarrying, up 32.5 per cent;

Agriculture, Forestry and

Fishing, up 4.1 per cent;

Construction, up 2.8 per

cent; and hotels and

restaurants, up 1.7 per

cent,” he outlined.

      Dr. henry said the out-

turn was also spurred by an

estimated 1.7 per cent

growth in the october to

December 2018 quarter,

which saw the Goods

Producing Industry coming

in at 4.2 per cent, and

Services, 0.8 per cent.

      The Director General

estimates that 2018/19 fis-

cal year growth will be in the

range of 1.5 to two per cent,

with the outlook for 2019/20

being “positive” and ranging

between one and two per

cent.

PM Encourages Stronger 
Partnerships for Educ ation

Director General of the
Planning Institute of Jam-
aica (PIOJ), Dr. Wayne
Henry

mInISTer oF Tourism, hon.

edmund Bartlett, says 2019

is shaping up to become

another record-breaking year

for stopover arrivals.

      Preliminary figures for

airport arrivals for the seven-

week period from January 1

to February 17, show the

number of visitors at 320,602,

which is an increase of 31,172

or 10.2 per cent over the cor-

responding period last year. 

      The bulk of the visitors,

at 275,902, came through

the Sangster International

Airport, in montego Bay with

norman manley International

Airport in Kingston welcoming

44,000 persons.

      The minister’s remarks

came in a speech delivered

on his behalf by regional

manager of the Jamaica

Tourist Board (JTB), odette

Dyer, at the hyatt hotels’

eminence Staff Awards at

the hyatt Ziva/Zilara rose

hall resorts in St. James on

February 19.

      mr. Bartlett said that the

growth in arrivals since the

start of the year, along with

the record-breaking figures

of over 4.3 million for 2018,

put the sector in good position

to exceed the Government’s

‘5x5x5 growth agenda’, which

aims to, by 2021, attract five

million tourists, generate

US$5 billion in earnings,

increase total direct jobs to

125,000, and add 15,000

hotel rooms.

   

   

Stopover Arrivals Up 10.2 Per Cent

Newly appointed Science, Energy and Technology Minister, Hon. Fayval Williams
(centre), shares in conversation with Tourism Minister, Hon. Edmund Bartlett
(right); and Chief Executive Officer of GB Energy, Mauricio Pulido, at the press
launch of Texaco’s centenary anniversary at the Jamaica Pegasus hotel in New
Kingston on February 19. 

The GovernmenT is

assuring the motoring pub-

lic that the appropriate leg-

islative framework will be

created to ensure that

petroleum and petroleum

products received into the

market are safe and con-

form to international best

practices. 

     newly appointed Science,

energy and Technology min-

ister, hon. Fayval Williams,

noted that in this regard,

the Petroleum (Downstream

Activities) Act is being

developed to regulate the

quality of fuel supplied in

Jamaica. 

      “I want to assure you of

the Government’s firm

commitment to the industry

and our continued support

in areas of policy and the

maintenance of industrial

harmony within the sector,”

she said.

      “We are committed to

working with all our stake-

holders and partners to

build a modern, efficient,

diversified, environmentally-

sustainable and profitable

energy sector,” mrs. Williams

added.

      She was speaking at

the press launch of Texaco

Jamaica’s centenary anniver-

sary, at the Jamaica

Pegasus hotel in new

Kingston on February 19. 

      mrs. Williams informed

that among the elements of

the Act being proposed, is

a reduction in the levels of

pollutants and emissions

arising from the use of fuel

that may cause environ-

mental and health problems

and “an insistence on the

protection and safety of

consumers and the general

public”.  

      The Act will also facili-

tate the adoption of better

engine and emission con-

trol technology, allow for

more effective operation of

engines and ensure that,

where appropriate, inform-

ation about fuel is provided

when it is supplied. 

Gov’t Pursuing Legislation to Ensure 
Quality Fuel at Pumps

NSWMA  Receives More Garbage Trucks

Gov’t Earmarks $3B to Improve Health 
Service Delivery
The GovernmenT has

earmarked $3 billion under

the health Services Improve-

ment Project to expand

service delivery at public

health facilities.

      Details of the funds are

outlined in the 2019/20

estimates of expenditure,

now before the house of

representatives.

      The allocation will be

used for infrastructure work

at seven hospitals and three

health centres to include

upgrading of sewerage sys-

tems, laboratories, roofs

and elevators; repair of

standby generators and

boilers; and to conduct vector

control.

      It will also facilitate the

purchase of mental health

buses, diagnostic and med-

ical equipment, and training

for health personnel.

      Also contained in the

2019/20 estimates of expen-

diture is an allocation of

$216 million for continued

improvement of health facil-

ities to tackle non-commu-

nicable diseases (nCDs).

      The funds will facilitate

designs for the renovation

and construction of hospitals

and health centres; acqui-

sition of laundry machines

and office equipment; engage-

ment of project staff and

other consultants; and the

strengthening of compre-

hensive policies to prevent

nCDS.

Minister of Health, Dr. the
Hon. Christopher Tufton

Local Government and Community Development Minister, Hon. Desmond
McKenzie (right), listens to Executive Director of the National Solid Waste
Management Authority (NSWMA), Audley Gordon (centre), and Deputy Chairman
of the NSWMA, Linley Reynolds. Occasion was the handover ceremony for 11
compactor garbage trucks (in background) to the NSWMA on February 19, at the
Ministry in Kingston.
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