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STATEMENT TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON THE 
PARISH COURT STATISTICS REPORTS  

JANUARY –JUNE 2018. 

 

The Honourable House is asked to note that Cabinet has approved 

the tabling of the Chief Justice’s Statistics Reports for the Parish 

Courts of Jamaica for the period January - June 2018. 

Members will note that for the first time, annual Reports were 

prepared for the Supreme Court and Parish Courts for 2017.  These 

Reports were posted on the website of the Supreme Court and tabled 

in this Honourable House, in order to increase transparency in the 

operations, accountability and performance of the Courts.  

Improvements in Administration of Cases 

A. At the Parish Court level, the Case Information Statistical System 

(CISS) has been extended to the Civil and Family Divisions as 

well as the Coroner’s Court and Special Coroner’s Court.   

B. Work has commenced to collect similar data for Tax and Traffic 

Court matters and Reports are now being prepared to include 

these additional business lines.  

C. Quarterly Reports are now routinely prepared and are also posted 

to the Supreme Court website. 

D. The Statistical System is now being utilized by Courts to 

effectively manage the cases before them, automate the Court 

processes, commence electronic scheduling and to track and 

reduce the backlog in the Courts.  

E. Case Progression Officers assigned throughout the Parish 

Courts also utilize the electronic data to promote the 

readiness of criminal cases for court, thus contributing to an 

improvement in trial readiness and trial date certainty and 

improving the case clearance and case disposal rates.  

The Backlog in the Courts continues to be a major concern.   
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However MS, it is important to show that progress has been made, 

and is being made in the Parish Courts.  

F. The Reports will show that there has been significant 

improvement in the case disposal rates of the Courts.  The 

disposal rate is the proportion of new cases filed within a particular 

period versus cases which have been disposed of within that 

same period.  The improvements in the case disposal rates 

have also been a catalyst for improving the case clearance 

rates across the Parish Courts.  

Some Raw Data 

1. The Corporate Area Criminal Court and Westmoreland Parish 

Court had the highest disposal rates of 62-63%.   

2. An average of 2,451 new criminal cases are filed across all 

parishes on a monthly basis with a total of 14,824 new criminal 

cases entering the Parish Courts for the first six months of 2018. 

3. Eleven Courts have achieved case clearance rates of over 90% 

and have therefore attained international standards in this respect 

in the second quarter.  

4. The case clearance rate is the ratio of new cases filed to cases 

completed, regardless of when those cases commenced.    

5. A persistent case clearance rate of less than 100% will result in a 

backlog.   

6. The Courts therefore have to target 90-100% clearance rate in 

order to prevent the backlog from persisting in the Courts.    

7. The overall clearance rate for the second quarter of 2018 was 

98%, an improvement of 9 percentage points over the first 

quarter. Although these results indicate that there are still 

more new cases filed than cases disposed of across the 

Parish Courts, the overall direction is quite positive for the 

reduction of the criminal case backlog.  

8. The Parish Courts of Westmoreland, St. Catherine and St. 

Thomas have the best cumulative clearance rates so far in 
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2018, while the Parish Courts of Clarendon and Hanover were 

the most improved Courts on this measure in the second 

quarter, with increases of 54.39 and 26.78 percentage points, 

respectively.  

9. MS, the international benchmark for case clearance rate is an 

average of 90-110%.     

10. The Honourable Chief Justice has set a target of 130%-140% for 

case clearance rates in order to clear and prevent a continued 

backlog. 

11. The noteworthy improvements in the case clearance and 

case disposal rates across all Parish Courts have resulted 

in the case congestion rate falling from 310.20% in the first 

quarter of 2018 to 223.3% in the second quarter, an 

improvement of 86.9 percentage points.  

12. Case Congestion rate means the ratio of pending cases to 

cases disposed in a given period.  It is an indication of how 

fatigued the courts are given the existing state of resources 

and degree of efficiency.   A case congestion rate of 150% 

for example, is an indication that given the resources 

currently at a court's disposal and its degree of efficiency, it 

is carrying 1.5 times its capacity. 

13. The ideal case congestion rate should be around 100%, 

which would indicate that the Courts' existing resources are 

efficiently aligned and optimally utilized. If the current trend 

continues for the next two years, the criminal case backlog 

across the Parish Courts will be reduced by at least 72%.  

14. This means that if we manage to sustain the current disposal 

rate, we will not only clear the backlog, but we will also 

prevent the creation of new backlog. 

15. MS, the Courts need to dispose of cases at a rate that is faster 

than the rate of filing in order to clear the Backlog and prevent 

new cases from going into Backlog.     
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16. The Courts with the largest number of new cases were the 

Corporate Area, St. James and St. Catherine Parish Courts, 

while the Hanover, St. Mary, and St. Thomas Parish Courts 

reported the smallest number of new matters.  

17. As a nation, we have a propensity to resolve disputes with 

violence.  This is adding to the burden on the Courts. 

(i) MS, the three most frequent criminal charges filed in the 

Parish Courts over the period under report were Assault 

Occasioning Bodily Harm, Unlawful Wounding and 

Threats.   

(ii) Our males within a certain age group are the main offenders. 

82% of the matters in the Courts were committed by males, 

with the dominant age group of offenders being young men; 

26.99% were 20-26 years old and 29.34% were age 27-36. 

More Guilty Pleas 

MS, we have been getting more guilty pleas and this frees up the 

Court's resources. The Statistics have shown that the largest 

proportion of matters completed in the first six months was by way of 

guilty pleas; i.e. 62.2% of matters being completed by way of 

guilty pleas in the First Quarter and 58.91% in the Second 

Quarter. 

Use of Data Collection System in Corporate Area Traffic Court 

Since its introduction in the Corporate Area Traffic Court, we have 

been able to capture data which shows the amount of new matters 

listed in this Court for the first six months of this calendar year.   

MS, 65,195 new matters were listed for the period January –June 

2018, 88% of which resulted in warrants.   Many of these warrants 

have not yet been issued, largely because of the vast amount of time 

consumed in preparing these warrants, but more significantly there 

has historically been a gap in the information systems between the 

Tax Office and the Courts.     
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The Court is unable to confirm whether the Traffic Tickets were paid 

at the Tax Office, and so there tends to be a reluctance to proceed 

with the warrants.   

This gap enables persons to accumulate a large number of Traffic 

Tickets without sanctions being imposed.  The four entities involved 

(Courts, Tax Office, the Jamaica Constabulary Force and the Island 

Traffic Authority) fall under four different Ministries, and so greater 

collaboration is necessary to bridge this gap and streamline the 

process.  

MS, the Courts are moving in the right direction, the steady progress 

exhibited by the Parish Courts in the case disposal rates, is an 

indication:  

(i) of the potential of the Courts to make meaningful in-roads in 

reducing the existing backlog of cases; and 

(ii) that matters are completed within two years, and in so doing 

prevent new matters from falling into backlog.    

This is another step in achieving a Justice system of which the people 

of Jamaica can be proud, one that is characterized by fairness, 

timeliness and efficiency.   A world class Justice system is the 

goal of Chief Justice Bryan Sykes, a goal that is fully supported 

by this Government and which I know this Parliament will 

endorse. 


